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R E K. ATING TO 


- 


That Change which happened in the 
. Queen's MINISTRY, in the Year 


Written in OcToBER, M,DCC,x1V. 


8 1 
8 ' AVING continued, for near the ſpace of four 

13 years, in a good degree of confidence with the 
14 4 miniſtry then in being, although. not with fo 
much power as was believed, or at leaſt given out, by 
my friends as well as by my enemies, eſpecially the lat- 
ter, in both houſes of parliament: And this having 
happened during a very buſy period of negotiations 
abroad, and management or intrigue at home, I thought 
- WM yy ny probably, ſome years hence, when the pre- 
ſent ſcene ſhall have given place to many new ones 
that will ariſe, be an entertainment to thoſe who will 
have any perſonal regard for me or my memory, to ſet 
'down fome particularities which fell under my know- 
ledge and obſervation, while I was ſuppoſed, whether 
truly or no, to have part in the ſecret of affairs. 
One circumſtance 1 am a little ſorry for, that I was 
too negligent (againſt What I had always reſolved; and 
blame others for not doing) in taking hints or jour- 
nals of every thing material as it paſſed, whereof I o- 


mitted many that I cannot now fecollect, although 1 


was convinced, by a thoufand inſtances, of the weak- 
_ neſs of my memory. But, to ſay the truth, the nearer 
knowledge any man has in the affairs at court, the leſs 
he thinks them of conſequence, or worth regarding. 
And thoſe kind of paſſages, which T have with curi- 

oſity found or adhed Tor in Memoirs, I whollyne- 
glected when they were freely communfcated to me 
Vol. X. Wy, from 
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from the firſt hand, or were ſuch wherein I ated my- 
ſelf. This I take to be one among other.reaſons why 
great miniſters ſeldom give themſelves the trouble of 
recording the important parts of that adminiſtration, 
where they themſelves are at the head. They have 
extinguiſhed all that vanity which uſually poſſeſſes men 
during their firſt acquaintance at courts ; and, like the 
maſters of a puppet-ſhow, they deſpiſe thoſe motions 
5 hich fill common ſpectators with wonder and de- 
light. ; 
* upon frequently recollecting the courſe of 
affairs during the time I was either truſted or employ - 
ed; I am deceived, if in hiſtory there can be found a- 
ny period more full of paſſages, which the curious of 
another age would be glad to know the ſecret ſprings 
of; or, from whence more uſeful inſtructions may be 
athered for directing the conduct of thoſe, - who ſhall 
; 1 Za have the good or all fortune to be engaged in 
buſineſs of the ſtate. _ 5 
It may probably enough happen, that thoſe who 
ſhall at any time hereafter peruſe theſe papers, may 
think it not ſuitable to the nature of them, that, upon 
occaſion, I ſometimes make mention of myſelf; who, 
_ during theſe tranſactions, and ever ſince, was a perſon 
without titles or public employment. But, ſince the 
chief leaders of the faction then out of power, were 
pleaſed in both houſes of parliament to take every op- 
portunity of ſhewing their malice, by mentioning me 
.(and often by name) as one who was in the ſecret of 
.all affairs, and without whoſe advice or privity, no- 
thing was done, or employment diſpoſed of, it will not 
perhaps, be improper to take notice of ſome paſſages, 
wherein the public and myſelf were jointly concerned; 
not to mention that the chief cauſe of giving myſelf 
this trouble, is to ſatisfy my particular friends; and, 
at worſt, if, after the fate of manuſcripts, theſe papers 
ſhall, by accident or indiſcretion, fall into the public 
view, they will be no more liable to cenſure than other 
memoirs, publiſhed for many years paſt, in Enghfh, 
French, and Italian. The period of time I deſign to 
treat on, will commence with September 1710, from 
which time, till within two months of the Wer 
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death, I was never abſent from court, except about fix 
weeks in Ireland. Led aL fb Ver foot 
But, becauſe the great change of employments in 
her Majeſty's family, as well as in the kingdom, was 
begun ſome months before, and had been thought on 
from the time of Dr Sache verel's trial, while I was ab- 
ſent, and lived retired in Freland; I ſhall endeavour to- 
recolle&, as well as I am able, ſome particulars I learn» 
ed from the Earl of Oxford, the Lord Viſcount Boling-- 
broke, the Lady Maſbam, and Doctor Atterbury, 'who- 
were beſt able to inform me. : ee 
I have often with great eameſtneſs- preſſed the Earl 
of Oxford, then Lord I'reaſurer, and my Lady Maſbam, 
who were the ſole perſons which brought about that 
great change; to give me a particular account of every 
eircumſtance and paſſage during that whole tranſaction: 
Nor did this requeſt proceed from curioſity, or the 
ambition of knowing and publiſhing important ſecrets; 
but; from a-fincere honeſt deſign of juſtifying the Queen, 
in the meaſures ſhe then took, and after purſued, againtt- 
a load of -feandat which would certainly be thrown on 
her memory, with ſome appearance of truth. It was 
eaſy to foreſee, even at that diſtance, that the Queen- 
could not live many years; and it was ſufficiently _ 
known, what party was moſt in the goed graces of the 
ſucceſſors; and, conſequently, what turns would be 
given by hiſtorians to her Majeſty's proceedings, under 
a reign, where direct contrary meaſures: would pro- 
bably be taken. For inſtance, *what would be more 
eaſy to a malicious pen, than to charge"theQueen with 
inconſtancy, weaknefs, and ingratitude, in removing and. 
diſgracing the Duke of Marlborough, who had ſo many . 
years commanded her armies with victory and ſuccelſs;. 
in diſplacing ſo many great officers. of her court and 
kingdom, by whoſe counſels ſhe had in all appearance 
io proſperouſly governed; in extending the marks of 
her ſeverity and diſpleaſure towards the wife and daughs 
ters, as welb as relations and allies, of that perſon ſhe 
had ſo long employed and ſo highly: truſted; and all 
this by the private intrigues of a woman of her bed- 
chamber, in concert with an artful man, who might be 
ſuppoſed to have acted that bold part, only from a mes 
| 5 AE RS 
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tive of revenge upon the loſs of his employments, or of 


ambition to come again into power ? 
Theſe were ſome of the arguments I often made uſe 
of with great freedom, both to the Earl of Oæferd and 
my Lady Maſbam, to incite them to furniſh me with 
materials for a fair account of that great tranſaction, to 
which they always ſeemed as well diſpoſed as myſelf, 
My Lady Maſbam did likewiſe aſſure me, that ſhe had 
frequently informed the Queen of my requeſt, which 
her Majeſty thought very reaſonable, and did appear 
upon all occaſions as deſirous of preſerving reputation 
. poſterity, as might juſtly become a great Prince 
to be. | | + 
But, that incurable diſeaſe, either of negligence or 
procraſtination, which influenced every action both of 


the Queen and the Earl of Oxford, did in ſome ſort in- 


fe every one who had credit or buſineſs in court: For, 
after ſolliciting near four years, to obtain a point of ſo 
great importance to the Queen and her ſervants, from 


whence | could propoſe nothing but trouble, malice; 


and envy to myſelf, it was perpetually put off,. 
The ſcheme I offered was, to write her Majeſty's 


« 


reign; and, that this work might not look officious or 


affected, I was ready to accept the hiſtoriographer's 
place, although of inconſiderable value, and which I 
might be ſure to be deprived upon the Queen's death. 
. Fhis negligence in the Queen, the Earl of Oxford, 
and my Lady Maſbam, is the cauſe that I can give but 
an imperfect account of the firſt ſprings of that great 
change at court, after the trial of Doctor Sachewvere/, 
my memory not ſerving me to retain all the facts re- 
lated to me; but what I remember I ſhall here ſet 
There was not, perhaps, in all England, a perſon 
who underſtood more artificially to diſguiſe her paſſions 


than the late Queen. Upon her firit coming to the 


throne, the Ducheſs of Marlborough bad loſt all favour 
with: her, as her Majeſty hath often acknowledged to 
thoſe who have told it me. That Lady had long pre- 
ſerved an aſcendant over her Miſtreſs, while ſhe was 
Princeſs, which her Majeſty, when ſhe came to the 
crown, had neither patience to bear, nor ſpirit to — 
Ss 5 2 ; 4 : X ue. 
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due. This Princeſs was ſo exact an obſerver of forms, 


that ſhe ſeemed to have made it her ſtudy, and would often 
deſcend ſo low, as to obſerve, in her domeſticks of ei- 


ther ſex, who came in her preſence, whether a ruffle, a 


periwig, or the lining of a coat, were unſuitable at cer- 


tain times. The Ducheſs, on the other ſide, who had 


been uſed to great familiarities, could not take it into 


her head, that any change of ſtation ſhould' put her 


upon changing her behaviour, the continuance of which 
was the more offenſive to her Majeſty, whoſe other ſer- 


vants, of the greateſt quality, did then treat her with 


- 


the utmoſt reſpect. 5 


The Earl of Godolpbia held in favour about three 
years longer, and then declined, although he kept his - 


office till the general change. I have heard ſeveral 
reaſons given for her Majeſty's early diſguſt againf that. 


Lord. The Ducheſs, who had long been his friend, 


often prevailed on him to ſollicit the Queen upon things 


very unacceptable to her, which her Majeſty liked the 
worſe, as knowing from whence they originally came; 


and his Lordſhip, although- he endeavoured! to be as 


reſpectful as his nature would permit him, was, upon 


all occaſions, much too arbitrary and obtruding. 
To the Duke of Marlborough ſhe was wholly indif - 
ferent (as her nature in general prompted her to be), un- 


til his reſtleſs, impatient behaviour had turned her a- 


gainſt him. 1 | E835 486] 

The Queen had not a ſtock of amity to ſerve above 
one object at a time; and further than a bare good or 
ill opinion, which ſhe ſoon contracted and changed, 
and very often upon light grounds, ſhe could hardly 


be ſaid either to love or to hate any body. She grew 


ſo jeaivus upon the change of her ſervants, that often, 


out of fear of being impoſed upon, by an over caution, . 


ſhe would impoſe upon herſelf; ſhe took a delight in 
refuſing thoſe who were thought to have greateſt pow- 


er with her, even in the moſt reaſonable things, and 


ſuch as were neceſſary for her ſervice; nor would let 


8 done till ſhe fell into: the humour of it her- 
/ 5 * 6 5 4 1 5 
Upon the grounds I have already related, her Maje- 
ſty had gradually conceived a moſt rooted averſion from 


A 3 the 
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the Duke and Ducheſs of Mar/bsrough, and the Earl of 
 Godolphin; which ſpread, in time, through all their al- 
lies and relations, particularly to the Earl of Hertford, 
whoſe ungovernable temper had made him fail in his 
perſonal reſpects to her Majeſty. 1 8 
This I take to have been the principal ground of the 
Queen's reſolutions to make a change of ſome officers, 
both in her family and kingdom; and that theſe reſo- 
lotions did not proceed from any real apprehenſion ſhe 
had of danger to the church or monarchy. For, al- 
though ſhe had been ſtrictly educated in the former, 
and very much approved its doctrine and diſcipline, yet 
the was not ſo ready to foreſee any attempts againſt it 
by the party then preſiding. But, the fears that moſt 
influenced her, were ſuch as concerned her own power 
and prerogative, which thoſe neareſt about her were 
making daily encroachments upon, by their undutiful 
behaviour and unreaſonable demands. ky 
The deportment of the Ducheſs of Marlborough, 
while the Prince lay expiring, was of ſuch a nature, 
_ That the Queen, then in the heights of grief, was not a- 
ble to bear it; but, with marks of diſpleaſure in her 
countenance, ſhe ordered the Ducheſs to withdraw, 
and ſend Mrs Ma/ham to her. EST 
I forgot to relate an affair that happened, as I remem- 
ber, about a twelvemonth before Prince George's death. 
This Prince had long conceived an incurable averfion 
from that party, and was refolved to uſe his utmoſt. 
credit with the Queen his wife, to get rid of them. 
There fell out an incident which ſeemed to favour this 
attempt; for the Queen, reſolving to beſtow a regiment 
upon Mr Hill, brother to Mrs Maſbam, fignified her 
pleaſure to the Duke of Marlborough; who, in a man- 
ner not very dutiful, refuſed his conſent, and retired in 
anger to the country. After ſome heats, the regiment 
was given to a third perſon: But, the Queen reſented 
this matter ſo highly, which ſhe thought had been pro- 
moted by the Earl of Godo/phir, that ſhe reſolved. im- 
mediately to remove the latter. I was told, and it was 
then generally reported, that Mr Sz John carried a let- 
ter from her Majeſty to the Duke of Mar/borough, ſig- 
nifying her reſolutions to take the ſtaff from the wo 
; | 0 
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of Godolphin, and that ſhe expected his Grace's compli- 
ance; to which the Duke returned a very humble an- 
ſwer. I cannot engage for this paſſage, it having never 
come into my head to aſk Mr St Jobn about it: But, 
the account Mr Harley and he gave me, was, That the 
Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Godo/phin had con- 
certed with them upon a moderating ſcheme, wherein 
ſome of both parties ſhould be employed, but with a 
more favourable aſpect towards the church: That a 
meeting was appointed for compleating this work: That, 
in the mean time, the Duke and Ducheſs of Marlbs- 
rough, and the Earl of Godoiphin, were ſecretly uſing 
their utmoſt efforts with the Queen to turn Mr Harley, 
(who was then Secretary of State) and all his friends, 
out of their employments: That the Queen, on the o- 
ther fide, who had a great opinion of Mr Harley's inte- 
grity and abilities, would not conſent, and was deten- 
mined to remove the Earl of Godolpbin. This was not 
above a month before the ſeaſon of the year when the 
Duke of Marlboroxgh was to embark for Flanders; and, 
the very night in which Mr Harley and his friends had 
appointed to meet his Grace and the Earl of Godelphin, 
George Churchill the Duke's brother, who was in good 
credit with the Prince, told his Highneſs, that the Duke 
was firmly determined to lay down his command, if 
the Earl of Gode/phin went out, or if Mr Harley and his 
friends ſuffered to continue in. The Prince, thus inti- 
midated by Churchill, reported the matter to the Queen; 
and, the time and ſervice prefling, her Majeſty was un- 
willingly forced to yield. The two great Lords failed 
the appointment; and, the next morning, the Duke at 
bis levee: ſaid aloud in a careleſs manner to thoſe that 

Rood round him, That Mr Harley was turned out. 
Upon the Prince's death, Newember 1708, the two 
great Lords ſooften mentioned, who had been for ſome 
years united with the Low-church party, and had long 
engaged fo take them into power, were now in a Capa- 
city to make good their promiſes, which his Highneſs 
had ever moſt ſtrenuoufly oppoſed. + The Lord Sommers 
was made Prefident of the Council, the Earl of Whar- 
ton, Lieutenant of Jreland, and ſome others of the ſame 
ſtamp were put into conſiderable poſts. F749 3 
5 5 |» 
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It ſhould ſeem to me, that the Duke and Earl were 
not very willingly drawn to impart ſo much power to- 
thoſe of that party, who expected theſe removals for 
ſome years before, and were always put off upon pre- 
tence of the Prince's unwillingneſs to have them em- 
ployed. And I remember, ſome months before his. 
Highneſs's death, my Lord Sommers, who is a perſon of 
reſerve enough, complained to me with great freedom 
of the ingratitude of the Duke and Earl, who, after the 
Fervice he and his friends had done them in making the 
Union, would hardly treat them with common civili- 
Neither ſhall I ever forget, that he readily owned. 
to me, that the Union was of no other ſervice to the 
nation, than by giving a remedy to that evil, which my 
Lord Godolpbin had brought upon us, by perſuading the 
Queen to paſs the Scorch ad of ſecurity. But to return 
from this digreſſion. ls 3 | 
| Upon the admiſſion of theſe men into employments,. 
the Court ſoon ran into extremity of Low-church mea- 
ſures; and although, in the Houſe of Commons, Mr 
Harley, Sir Simon Harcourt, Mr $t Jobn, and ſome others, 
made great and bold ftands in defence of the conſtitu- 
tion, yet they were always borne down by a majority. 
It was, I think; during this period of time that the 
Duke of Marlborough, whether by a motive of ambi- 
tion, or a Jove of money, or by the raſh counſels of his- 
wife the Ducheſs, made that bold attempt of defiring- 
the Queen to give him a commiſſion. to be General for 
Hfe. Her Majeſty's anfwer was, That-ſhe would take 
time to-confider it; and, in the mean-while, the Duke 
adviſed with the Lord Cocoper, then Chancellor, about 
the form in which the commiſſion. ſhould be drawn. 
The Chancellor, very much to his honour, endeavoured 
to diſſuade the Dexe from engaging in ſo dangerous 
an affair; and proteſted he would never put the great · 
ſral to ſuch a commiſſion. . 4 


But the Queen was highly alarmed: at this extraor- 
dinary proceeding in the Duke, and talked to a perſon 
whom ſhe had then taken into confidence, as if ſhe 
apprehended an attempt upon the crown. The Duke 
of Argyle, and one or two more Lords, were (as I have 
been told) in a very private manner brought to the 


Queen. 
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Queen. This Duke was under great obligations to 
the Duke of Mar/borough, who had placed him in a 
high ſtation in the army, preferred many of his friends, 
and procured him the garter. But, his unquiet and 
ambitious ſpirit, never eaſy while there was any one 
above him, made him, upon ſome trifling reſentments, 
conceive an invetcrate , hatred againſt his General, 
When he was conſulted' what courſe ſhould: be taken 
upon the Duke of Mariborough's requeſt to be General 
for life; and whether any danger might be apprehend- 
ed from the refuſal; I was told, he ſuddenly anſwer- 
ed, That her Majeſty need not be in pain; for, he 
would. undertake, whenever ſhe. commanded, to ſeize 
the Duke at the head of his troops, and bring him a» 
About this time happened the famous trial of Dr 
Sachevere/, which aroſe from a fooliſh paſſionate pique 
of the Earl of Gode/phin, whom this divine was ſuppo- 
ſed, in a ſermon, to have reflected on under the name 
of VoLyeoNE, as my Lord Sammer, a few months af. 
ter, confeſſed to me; and, at the ſame time, that he 
had earneſtly; and in vain endeavoured, to diſſuade the 
Earl from that attempt. However, the impeachment 
went on in the form and manner which every. body 
knows, and therefore there need not be any thing ſaid 
Mr. Harley, who came up to town during the time 
of the impeachment, was, by the intervention of Mrs 
Maſbam, privately brought to the Queen, and, in ſome 
meetings, eaſily convinced her Majeſty of the diſpoſi- 
tions of her people, as they appeared in the courſe of 
that trial in favour of the church, and againſt the meas 
ſures of thoſe in her ſervice. It was not without a 
good deal of difficulty, that Mr Harley was able to 
procure this private acceſs to the Queen, the Ducheſs 
of Marlborough, by her emiſſaries, watching all the 
avenues to the back- ſtairs, and upon all occaſions diſ- 
covering their jealouſy of him; whereof he told me a 
paſſage, no otherways Worth relating, than as it gives 
an idea of an .inſolent, jealous miniſter, who would 
wholly engroſs the power and favour of his Sovereign. 
Mr Harley, upon his removal from the 2 of · 


— 
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fice, by the intrigues of the Duke of Marlborough and 
the Earl of Godo/phin, as IJ have above related, going 
out of town; was met by the latter of theſe two ].ords 
near Kenfington-gate. The Earl, in a high fit of jealou- 
ſy, goes immediately to the Queen, reproaches her for 
E ſeeing Mr Harley, and was hardly ſo civil as to 
convinced with her Majeſty's frequent proteſtations 
to the contrary. %%%%ͤ;¶õ᷑ Tl. ho TIRE Tf 
Theſe ſuſpicions, I ſay, made it hard for her Ma- 
jeſty and Mr Harley to have private interviews; neither 
had he made uſe of the opportunities he met with to 
open himſelf ſo much to her, as ſne ſeemed to expect, 
and defired ; although Mrs Maßbam, in right of her 
Ration 1n the bed-chamber, had taken all proper oc- 
caſions of purſuing what Mr Harley had begun. In this 
critical juncture, ' the Queen, hemmed in, and as it 
were impriſoned, by the Ducheſs of Mariboreugh and 
her creatures, was at a loſs how. to-proceed. One 
evening a letter was brought to Mr Harley, all dirty, 
and by the hand of a very ordinary meſſenger; he read 
the ſuperſcription, and ſaw it was the Queen's writing; 
he ſent for the meſſenger, ' who (ſaid, he knew not 
whence the letter came, but that it was delivered him 
by an under-gardener, I forget whether of Hampron- 
Court or Kenfington- The letter mentioned the diffi- 
culties her Majeſty was under, blaming him for not 
_ ſpeaking with more freedom, and more particularly; 
and deftring his aſſiſtanee. With this encouragement 
he went more frequently, although ſtill as. private as 
poſſible, to the back-ftairs ; and from that time began 
to have entire credit with the Queen. He then told 
her of the dangers to her crown, as well as to the church 
and monarchy itſelf, from the councils and actions of 
ſome of her ſervants : That ſhe ought gradually to 
leſſen the exorbitant power of the Duke and Ducheſs 
of Marlborough, and the Earl of Godolphin, by taking 
the diſpolitioniof employments into her own hands: 
That zit gid not become het to be a ſlave to a party; 
but to reward thoſe who may deſerve by their duty and 
loyalty, whether they were ſuch as were called of the 
High-church or Low-church. In ſhort, whatever views. 
he had then in his own breaſt ; or, how far ſoever he 
n | $45 | intended 


gel 
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intended to proceed, the turn of his whole diſcourſe 
was intended, in appearance, only to put the N 
upon what they called a moderating ſcheme; which 
however made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon her, that 
when this miniſter, led by the neceſſity of affairs, the 
general diſpoſition of the people, and probably by his 
own inclinations, put her Majeſty upon going greater 
lengths than ſhe had firſt intended, it put him upon in- 


3 ed to diſpoſe, of the firſt great employment that fell, 
ure, without conſulting any 


„ 


to Earl Ri vert, who had told her that he [the Duke] 
had no objection to him. The Duke, much ſurprized 
„ | | | at 
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at this new manner of treatment, and making com- 
plaints in her Majeſty's preſence, was however forced 
to ſubmit. „ INTE fs 3 
The Queen went on by flow degrees. Not to men- 
tion ſome changes of leſſer moment, the Duke of Kent 
was forced to compound for his chamberlain's ſtaff, 
which was given to the Duke of Shreauſbury, while the 
Earl of Godolphin was out of town, I think at Newmar- 
tet: His Lordſhip, on the firſt news, came immediately 
up to court; but the thing was done, and he made as 
good a countenance to the Duke of Shrewſbury as he 
was capable of. The-circumftances of the Earl of Sun- 
derland's removal, and the reaſons alledged, are known 
enough. His ungovernable temper had overſwayed 
him to fail in his reſpects to her Majeſty's perſon. 
Miean- time both parties ſtood àt gaze, not knowin 
to what theſe ſteps would lead, or where they would 
end. The Earl of Wharton, then in Ireland, being de- 
ceived by various intelligence from hence, endeavour- 
ed r his uneaſineſs as well as he could. Some of 
- his ſanguine correſpondents had fent him word, that 
the Queen began to ſtop her hand, and the charch- 
party to deſpond. At the ſame time, the Duke of 
Shrewſbury happened to ſend him a letter filled with 
great expreſſions of civility: The Earl was ſo weak, 
upon reading it, as to cry out, before two or three 
ſtanders-by, Damn him, he is making fair weather 
e with me; but, by G—d, I will have his head.” 
But theſe ſhort hopes were ſoon blaſted, by roma 4 
the Treaſurer's ſtaff from the Earl of Godolphin; whic 
Was done in a manner not very gracious, her Majeſty. 
ſending him à letter, by a very ordinary meſſenger, 
commanding him to break it. The Treaſury was im- 
mediately put into commiſſion, with Earl Poæulet at the 
head; but Mr Harley, who was one of the number, 
and at the ſame time made Chancellor of the Exche- 
| quer, was already ſuppoſed to preſide behind the cur- 
tain. Ls ö 35 : 
I | Upon the fall of that great miniſter and favourite, 
that whole party became diſpirited, and ſeemed to ex- {| 
pect the worſt that could follow. The Earl of Parton 
immediately defired, and obtained leave, to come for 
i Me: . England, 
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England, leaving that kingdom, where he had behaved 
himſelf with the utmoſt proſſigateneſs, injuſtice, arbitra- 
Ty 2 and corruption, with the hatred and 
deteſtation of all good men, even of his 'own 98 1 
And here, becauſe my coming into the knowledg 
of the new miniſtry began about this time, 1 muſt di- 
greſs a little, to relate ſome circumſtances previous to 
| A.. ö ] EO ROOT © 5 $0 Laa n 2 
Although I had been for many years before no ſtran- 

ger to the court, and had made the nature of govern- 
ment a great part of my ſtudy, yet 1 had dealt very lit- 
tle with politics, either in writing or acting, until about 
a year before the late King #/7ham's death; when, re- 
turning with the Earl of Berkeley from Treland, and fal-. 
ling upon the ſubject of the five great Lords, who were 
then impeached for high crimes and miſdemeanors, 
by the Houſe of Commons, I happened to ſay, that the 
ſame manner of proceeding, at leaſt as it appeared tb 
me from the news we received of it in Fredand,” had | 
| ruined the liberties of _ Azhens and Rome, and that It 
might be eaſy to prove it from hiſtory. Soo after 1 
went to London; and, in a few weeks, drew up a dif- 
courſe, under the title of The Conteſis and Difſenttons 4 
the Nobles and Commons in Athens and Rome, with t) 
Conſequences they had upon” both thoſe States, This diſ- 
courſe I ſent very privately to the preſs, with the ſtrict - 
eſt injunctions to conceal the author, and returned im- 
mediately to my reſidence in Ireland. The book was 
greedily bought, and read; and charged ſome time 
upon my Lord' Sommers, and fome time upon the Bi- 
ſhop of Salzſbry; the latter of whom told me after- 
wards, that he was forced to diſown it in a very public 
manner, for fear of an impeachment, wherewith he 
IJ7J%%ſ ²mmd ⁵ on 
| Returning next year for Eugland, and hearing of the 
great approbation this piece had received, (which was 
the firſt I ever printed 1) I muſt confeſs, the vanity of 
vide Swift's Effay upon the Life, Writings and Character of 
Dr Jonathan Swift, chap. vi. p, 121, Where there is a droll, plea- 
fant dialogue, between Dr Swift and Biſhop Sheridan, relating to 
this famous Tracg. „ 5 35 

+ Meanng th; firſt political piece he had ever printed; other. 
wiſe it is not true. For, the Tale of a Tub, and the Battle hf — i 
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a young man prevailed with me, to let myſelf be known 
for the author: Upon which my Lord Sommers and 
Hallifax, as well as the Biſhop above mentioned, de- 


fired my acquaintance, with great marks of eſteem and 
profeſſions of kindneſs: Not to mention the Earl of 


Sunderland, who had been of my old acquaintance. 
They lamented that they were not able to ſerve me 
fince the death of the King, and were very liberal in 
promiſing me the greateſt preferments I could hope 
for, if ever it came in their power. I ſoon grew do- 
meſtic with Lord Ha/l;fax, and was as often with Lord 
Sommers, as the formality of his nature (the only un- 
converſable fault he had) made it agreeable to me. 

It was then I began to trouble myſelf with the dif- 
ference between the principles of Whig and Tory; 


Having formerly employed myſelf in other, and, I. 


think, much better ſpeculations. I talked often upon 
this ſubje& with I.ord Sommers ; told him, that, having 
been long converſant with the Greek and Roman authors, 


and therefore a lover of liberty, I found myſelf much 


inclined to be what they called a Whig in politics ; 
and that, beſides, I thought it impoſſible, upon any o- 


ther principle, to defend or ſubmit to the Revolution: 
But, as to religion, I confeſſed myſelf to be an High- 


churchman, and that I did not conceive how any one, 
who wore the habit of a clergyman, could be other- 
wiſe: That I had obſerved very well with what inſo- 
lence and haughtineſs ſome Lords of the High-church 
party treated not only their own chaplains, but all o- 
ther clergymen whatſoever, and thought this was ſuf- 


_ ficiently recompenſed by their profeſſions of zeal to the 


church : 'That | had likewiſe obſerved how the Whig 
Lords took a direct contrary meaſure, treated the per- 
ſons of particular clergymen with great curteſy, but 
ſhewed much ill-will and contempt for the order in ge- 
neral : 'That I knew it was neceſlary for their party, 0 — 
5 | | | make 


Books, were printed in or about the year 1697. Or, perhaps, Dr 


Swift, having not thought proper to acknowledge himſelf the author 
of thoſe pieces, imagined he had a right te ſay, this diſcourſe was the 
firſt he had ever printed; two or three poems, in the Atbenian Ora- 
cle, which were printed when he was a very young man, being not 


worth his remembrance, > 
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make their bottom as wide as they could, by taking” 
all denominations of Proteſtants to be members of their 
body: That I would not enter into the mutual re- 
proaches made by the violent men on either fide ; but,. 
that the connivance, or encouragement, given by the 
Whigs to thoſe writers of pamphlets, who reflected upon 
the whole body of the clergy, without any exception, 
would onite the church, as one man, to oppoſe them: 
And, that I doubted his Lordſhip's friends did not 
conſider the conſequence of this. My Lord Sommers, 
in appearance, entered very warmly into the ſame opi- 
nion, and ſaid very much of the endeavours he had of- 
ten uſed to redreſs that evil I complained of. This. 
his Lordſhip, as well as my Lord Halifax, (to-whom- 
I have talked in the ſame manner) can very well re- 
member: And I have indeed been told by an honoura- 
ble gentleman of the ſame party, that both their Lord- 
ſhips, about the time of Lord Gazo/phin's-removai, did 
upon occaſion call to mind what I had ſaid to them five 
years before. = CCC IIS OG. 
In my journeys to England I continued upon the ſame- 
foot. of acquaintance with the two Lords laſt mentioned, 
until the time of Prince George's death, when the Queen, 
who, as 1s before related, had for ſome years favoured 
that party, now made Lord Sommers Preſident of the 
Council, and the Earl of Hharton Lieutenant of Ireland. 
Being then in London, I received letters from ſome- 
Biſhops of Ireland, to ſollicit the Earl of Marton about 
the remittal of the firſt. fruits and tenths to the clergy 
there, which the Queen had long promiſed, and where- 
in I had been employed before, with ſome hopes of 
ſucceſs from the Earl of Godolphin. It is the firſt time 
L ever was in company with the Earl of Fharton 5 he re- 
ceived. me with ſufficient coldneſs, and anſwered the 
requeſt I made in behalf of the clergy with very poor 
and lame excuſes, which amounted to a refuſal. I com- 
plained of this uſage to Lord Sommers, who would needs 
bring us together to his houſe, and preſent me to him; 
where he received me as drily as before. 
| Tt was every body's opinion, that the Earl of har - 
ton would endeavour, when he went to Ireland, to take 
eff the teſt, as a ſtep to have it taken off here: Upon 
. ”" 5 which 
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which I drew up and printed a pamphlet, by way of a 
letter from a member of parliament here, ſhewing the 


danger to the church by ſuch an intent. Although I 
took all care to be private, yet the Lieutenant's chap- 
lain, and ſome others, gueſſed me to be the author, 
and told his Excelency their ſuſpicions; whereupon I 
faw him no more until I went to Ireland. At my ta- 
king leave of Lord Sommers, he defired I would carry a 


letter from him to the Earl of #harton, which 1 abſo- 


lutely refuſed ; yet he ordered it to be left at my lodg- 


ings. I flaid ſome months in Lercefter/oire ; went to 
Ireland; and, immediately upon my landing, retired to 
my country-pariſh, without ſeeing the Lieutenant, or 
any other perſon ; reſolving to ſend him Lord Sommers's 
letter by * poſt, But, being called up to town, by 
the inceſſant intreaties of my friends, I went and de- 
livered my letter, and immediately withdrew. During 


the greateſt-part of his government, I lived in the coun- 


try, ſaw. the Lieutenant very ſeldom when I came to 
town, nor ever entered into the leaſt degree of con- 


 fidence with him, or his friends, except his ſecretary 
Mr Addison, who had been my old and intimate ac- 


quaintance.,  _ * . 
Upon the news of great changes here, he affected 


: very much to careſs me, which J underſtood welt enough 


to have been an old practice with him, in order to ren- 
der men odious to the church- party. | 


"1 


be eafily judged, for ſome reaſons that are purely per- 
ſonal to myſelf; it having been objeRed by ſeveral of 
thoſe poor pamphleteers, who have blotted ſo much paper 


te ſhew their malice. againſt me, that I was a favourer 
of the IoW- party. Whereas it hath been manifeſt to all 
men, that, during the higheſt dominion of that faction, 


I had publiſhed ſeveral tracts in oppoſition to the mea- 
ſures then taken: For inſtance, A Project for the Re- 


formation of Manners, in a letter to the Counteſs of 


Bertelęy; the ſentiments of a church of England man; 


an argument againſt aboliſhing Chriſtianity ; and, laſt- 


ly, a letter to a member of parliament againſt taking o 


the teſt in Ireland, which I have already mentioned to 
hase been publiſhed at the ume the Earl of #harton was 


7 
„ . 
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I I mentioned thefe inſignificant particulars, as it will 
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ſetting out to his government of that kingdom. But thoſe 
who are loud and violent in coffee-houſes, although gene- 
rally they do a cauſe more hurt than good, yet will ſel- 
dom allow any other merit ; and it 1s not to ſuch as 
theſe that I attempt to vindicate myſelf, 
About the end of Auguſt 1710, I went for England, 
at the defire and by the appointment of the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops of that kingdom; under whoſe hands [ 
had a commiſſion to ſollicit, in conjunction with two 
Biſhops who were then in London, the firſt-fruits and. 
twentieths to the clergy, which had been many years 
ſollicited in vain, Upon my arrival in town, I found 
the two Biſhops were gone into the country; where= 
upon I got myſelf introduced to Mr Harley, who was 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, and acted as firſt 
miniſter, He received me with great kindneſs; told 
me, that he and his friends had long expected my ar- 
rival; and, upon ſhewing my commiſſion, immediate- 
ly undertook to perform it, which he accordingly did 
in leſs than three weeks, having ſettled it at five meet - 
ings with the Queen, according to a ſcheme I offered 
him, and got me the Queen's promiſe for a further and 
more important favour to the clergy of Jrelaud; which 
the Biſhops there, deceived by miſinformation, not 
worth mentioning in this paper, prevented me from 
bringing to a good iſſue. Sheba 3 
When the affair of the firſt- fruits was fully diſpatch- 
ed, I returned my humble thanks to Mr Harley, in the 
name of the clergy of Ireland, and of my own, and of- 
fered to take my leave, as intending immediately to re- 
turn to that kingdom. Mr Harley told me, he and his 
friends knew very well what uſeful things I had writ- 
ten againſt the principles of the late diſcarded faction; 
and, that my perſonal eſteem for ſeveral among them, 
would not make me a favourer of their cauſe : That 
there was now entirely a new ſcene: That the Queen, 
was reſolved to employ none but thoſe who were friends 
to the conſtitution. of church and ſtate : That their great, 
2 difficulty lay in the want of ſome good pen, to keep up, 
3 the ſpirit raiſed in the people, to aſſert the principles, 
and juſtify the F of the new Miniſters. e 
hat 
* Theſe words printed in Italics are eraſed in the original, per- 
haps to avoid the imputation of vanity. 8 | 
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that ſubject he fll into ſome perſonal ctvilities, which will 
not become me to repeat. He added, That this province 
was in the hands of ſeveral perſons, among whom ſome 
were too buſy, and others too idle to purſue it; and 
concluded, that it ſhould be his particular care to eſta- 
-bliſh me here in England, and repreſent me to the Queen 
as a perſon they could not be without. | = 
TI promiſed to do my endeavours in that way for 
ſome few months; to which he replied, He expected 
no more; and that he- had other and greater occaſions 
for me. | | e 8 
Upon the riſe of this Miniſtry, the principal perſons 

in power thought it neceſſary that ſome weekly paper 
ſhould be publiſhed, with juſt reflections upon former 
proceedings, and defending the preſent meaſures of her 
Majeſty. This was begun about the time of the Lord 
Godolphin's removal, under the name of the Examiner. 
About a dozen of theſe papers, written with much ſpi- 
rit and ſharpneſs, ſome by Mr Secretary Se John, fince 
Lord Bolingbroke ; others by Dr Atterbury, ſince Biſhop 
of Rechefter ; and others again by Mr Prior, Doctor 
Friend, &c. were publiſhed with great applauſe. But 
theſe gentlemen, grown weary of the work, or other- 
ways employed, the determination was, that I ſhould 
continue it, which 2 did accordingly about eight 
months. But, my ſtile being ſoon diſcovered, and ha- 
viyng contracted a great number of enemies, I let it fall 
into other hands, who held it up in ſome manner until 
her Majeſty's death. 3 

It was Mr Harley's cuſtom, every Saturday, that four 
or five of his moſt intimate friends, among thoſe he had 
taken in upon the great change made at Court, ſhould 
dine at his houſe; and, after about two months ac- 
quaintance, I had the honour always to be one of the 
number. This company, at firſt, conſiſted only of the 
Lord-keeper Harcourt, the Earl Rivers, the Earl of Pe- 
terboroau, Mr Secretary Sf John, and myſelf: And here, 
after dinner, they uſed to diſcourſe, and ſettle matters 
of great importance. Several other Lords were after- 
wards, by degrees, admitted; as, the Dukes of Ormond, 
Shrewſbury, and Argyle; the Earls of A——y, Dart- 
mouth, and p:; the Lord B-—y, &c. Theſe 

1 | | | meetings 
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meetings were always continued, except when the 
Queen was at Windjor ; but, as they grew more nume- _ 
rous, became of leſs conſequence; and ended only in 
drinking and general converſation ; of which I may. 
perhaps, have occaſion to fpeak hereafter. 

My early appearance at theſe meetings, which many: 
thought to be of greater conſequence than really they. 
were, could not be concealed, although I uſed all my 
endeavours to that purpoſe. This gave the occaſion to 
ſome great men, who thought me fronts in the ſecret, 
to complain to me of the ſuſpicions entertained by ma- 
ny of our friends in relation to Mr Harley, even before 
he was Lord Treaſurer ; ſo early were ſown thoſe ſeeds. 
of diſcontent, which afterwards grew up ſo high. The 
cauſe of their complaint was, That ſo great a number 
of the adverſe party continued in employment; and 
ſome, particularly the Duke of Somerſet and Earl of 
Cholmondely, in great ſtations at court. They could. 
not believe Mr Hariey was in earneſt ; but, that he de- 
figned to conſtitute a motly comprehenſive adminiſtra-- 
tion, which they ſaid the kingdom would never endure. 
F was once invited to a meeting of ſome Lords and gen- 
tlemen, where theſe grievances were at large related to- 
me, with an earneſt defire that I would reprefent them. 
in the moſt reſpectful manner to Mr Harley, upon a. 
ſuppoſition that I was in high credit with him. I excu- 
fed myſelf from ſuch an office upon the newnefs of my 
_ acquaintance with Mr Harley; "vanes I repreſented 
the matter fairly to him; againſt. which he argued a 
good deal, from the general reaſons of politicians ; the 
neceſſity of keeping men in hopes, the. danger of dif- 
obliging thofe who muſt remain unprovided for, and the. 
like uſual topics among Stateſmen, But, there was a 
ſecret in this matter which neither I, nor indeed a- 
ny of his moſt intimate friends, were then appriſed of ; 
neither did he, at that time, enter with me further than 
to aſſure me very ſolemnly, That no perſon ſhould have 
the ſmalleſt employment, either civil or military, whoſe 
principles were not firm for the church and monarchy. 

However, theſe over- moderate 1 gs in the 
court gave riſe to a party in the Houſe of Commons, 
which appeared under the name of the O#ober-club ; a 

: | Fa | fantaſtic 
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fantaſtic appellation, found out to diſtinguiſh a number 
of country gentlemen, and their adherents, who pro- 
feſſed in the greateſt degree what was called the High- 
church principle. They grew in number to almoſt 2 
third part of the Houſe, held their meetings at certain 

times and places, and there concerted what meaſures 


of were to take in parliament. They profeſſed their 
jealouſy of the court and miniſtry ; declared, upon all 


occaſions, their deſire of amore general change, as well 
as of a ſtrict inquiry into former miſmanagement ; and 
ſeemed to expect, that thoſe in power ſhould openly a- 
vow the old principles in church and ftate. I was then 
of opinion, and fill continue ſo, that if this body of 
men could have remained ſome time united, they would 
have put the crown under a neceſſity of acting in a 
more ſteady. and ſtrenuous manner. But Mr Harley, who 
beſt knew the diſpoſition of the Queen, was forced to 
break their meaſures ; which he did by that very obvi- 
-ous contrivance of dividing them among themſelves, 
and rendering them jealous of each other. The Mini- 
ſters gave every where out, that the October-club were 
their friends, and ated by their directions; to confirm 
Which, Mr Secretary 8: Jobs, and Mr B , after- 
wards Chancellor. of the Exchequer, publicly dined 
with them at one of their meetings. Thus were eluded. 
all the conſequences of that aſſembly ; although a rem- 
nant of them, who conceived themſelves betrayed by 
the reſt, did afterwards meet under the denomination. 
of the March-club, but without any effect. LE 
The parliament, which then roſe, had been choſen 
without any endeavours from the court, to ſecure elec- 
tions; neither, as I remember, were any of the lieu- 
tenancies changed throughout the kingdom. For, the 
trial of Doctor Sachewerel had raiſed, or diſcovered, 
fach a ſpirit in all parts, that the miniſters could very 
ſafely leave the electors to themſelves, and thereby gain 
a reputation of acting by a free parliament. Yet this 
| proceeding was, by ſome rehners of both parties, num- 
bered among the ſtrains of Mr Harley's politics, who 


Was ſaid to avoid an over-great majority, which is apt 


to be unruly, and not enough under the management 
of a miniſtry, But, from the ſmall experience I have 
ä of 


1 
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of courts, I have ever found refinements to be the 
worlt ſort of all conJeQtures; and from this one occa- 
fion I take leave to obſerve, That of ſome hundreds of 
facts, for the real truth of which JI can account, I ne- 
ver yet knew any refiner to be once in the right. 
have already told, that the true reaſon why the court 
did not interpoſe in matter of elections, was, becauſe 
they thought themſelves ſure of a majority, and there- 
fore could acquire reputation at a cheap rate. Beſides, 
it afterwards appeared upon ſome exigencies, which the 
court had much at heart, that they were more than once 
like to fail for want of numbers. Mr Harley, in order 
to give credit to his adminiſtration, reſolved upon two 
very important points; firſt, to ſecure the unprovided 
debts of the nation; and, ſecondly, to put an end to 
the war. Of the methods he took to compals both 
thoſe ends, I have treated at large in another work: 
I- ſhall only obſerve, that while he was preparing to 
open to the Houſe of Commons his ſcheme for ſe- 
curiag the public debts, he was ſtabbed by the Mar- 
quis \ Gui/card, while he was ſitting in council-. 
chamber at the Cockpit, with a committee of nine or 
ten Lords of the cabinet, met on purpoſe to examine 
the Marquis upon a diſcovery of a treaſonable corre- 
ſpondence he held with France. 7 0 ITCH 
This fact was ſo uncommon in the manner and cir- 
cumſtances of it, that although it be pretty well known 
at the time I am now writing, by a printed account, 
toward which I furnifhed the author with ſome mate- 
rials, yet I thought it would not be proper wholly to 
omit it here. The aſſaſſin was ſeized, by Mr Harley: 
order, upon the eighth of March 1710-11; and, 
brought before the committee of Lords, was examined 
about his correſponding with France Upon his deni - 
al, Mr Harley produced a letter, which he could not 
deny to be his own. hand. The Marquis, prepared 
for miſchief, had conveyed a penknife into his pocket, 
while the meſſenger kept him attending in one of the 
offices below. Upon the ſurprize of his letter appear- 
ing againſt him, he came ſuddenly behind Mr Harley, 
and reaching his arm round, ſtabbed that miniſter into 
the middle of the breaſt, about a quarter of an inch a- 
| | | ee 
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bove the cartilage enfeformis; the penknife ſtriking up- 
on the bone, and otherwiſe obſtructed by a thick em- 
broidered waiſtcoat, broke ſhort at the handle, which 
Guiſcard ſtill graſped and redoubled his blow. The 
confuſion upon this accident: is eaſier conceived than 
deſcribed : The reſult was, that the Marquis, whether 
by the wounds given him by ſome of the Lords, or 
the bruiſes he received from the meſſengers while they. 
were ſeizing him, or the neglect of his Surgeon; or 
that, being unwilling to live, he induſtriouſly concealed 
one of his wounds; he died in a few days after. But 
Mr Harley, after a long illneſs, and frequent ill ſymp- 
toms, had the good fortune to recover. W 
Guiſcard was the younger brother of the Count of 
that name, a very honourable and worthy perſon, for- 
merly Governor of Namur. But this Marquis was a re- 
proach to his family, proſtitute 1n his — impious in 
religion, and a traitor to his Prince: As to the reſt, of a 
very poor 2 and the moſt tedious, trifling 
_ talker, I ever converſed with. He was grown. neeay 


by ſquandering upon his vices, was become contempt- 
ible both here and in Holland, his regiment taken from 


him, and his penſion retrenched ; the deſpair: of which 
firſt put him upon his French correſpondence ; and the 
diſcovery of that drove him into ' madneſs. _ I had 
known — ſome years; and, meeting him upon the 
Mall a few hours before his examination, T obferved to 
a friend then with me, that I wondered to ſee Guiſcard 
paſs ſo often by without taking notice of me. But al- 
though, in the latter part of his life, his countenance 
grew cloudy enough, yet I confeſs I never ſuſpected 
im to be a man of reſolution, or courage, ſufficient to 
bear him out in ſo deſperate an attempt. n 
J have ſome very good reaſons to know, that the firſt 
miſunderſtanding between Mr Harley and Mr St John, 
which afterwards had ſuch unhappy conſequences upon 
the public affairs, took its riſe during the time that the 
former lay ill of his wounds, and his recovery doubtful. 
Mr St John affected to ſay in ſeveral companies, that 
Gui/card intended the blow againft him; which, if it 
were true, the conſequence muſt be, that Mr Sr _ 
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had all the merit, while Mr Harky remained with no- 
thing but the danger and the pain. But, I am apt to 
think, Mr St John was either miſtaken, or miſinformed: 
However, the matter was thus repreſented in the week - 
ly paper called the Examiner, which Mr St John peru- 
ſed before it was printed, but made no alteration in 
that paſlage. 8 15 
This management was looked upon, at leaſt, as a 
piece of youthful indiſcretion in Mr $8: John; and, 
perhaps, was repreſented in a worſe view to Mr Harley : 
Neither am I altogether ſure, that Mr & Jobn did not 
entertain ſome proſpect of ſucceeding as firſt miniſter, 
in caſe of Mr Harley's death; which, during his illneſs, 
was frequently apprehended, And, I remember very 
well, that, upon viſiting Mr Harley, as ſoon as he 
was in a condition to be ſeen, I found ſeveral of his 
neareſt relations talk very freely of ſome proceedings 
of Mr Sz: John; enough to make me apprehend, that 
their friendſhip eee not be of any long continu» 
ance. | | 5 „„ 
Mr Harley, ſoon after his recovery, was made an 
Hants and Lord Treaſurer; and Lord Keeper, a 
aron, „ | Ve 
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Four LAST YEARS oF Query ANNE's Rt1cn. 


H AVING written the following Hiftory at 
V indſor, in the happy reign of ber Majefty 
Queen Ame, of ever glorious, bleſſed, and immortal 
memory; I reſolved to publiſh it for the fatisfa&ron of 
my fellow- ſubjects in the year 171g ; but being under 
a neceflity of going to /re/and, to take poſſeſſion of the 
Deanry of St Patrick's, Dublin; I left the original with 
the miniſters ; and having ſtaid in that kingdom not 
above a fortnight, I found at my return, that my Lord 
- Treaſurer Oxford, and the Secretary my Lord Boling- 
broke, who were then unhappily upon very ill terms 
with each other, could not agree upon publiſhing it, 
without ſome alterations which I would not ſubmit to. 
Whereupon I kept it by me until' her Majeſty's death, 
which happened about a year after. 

I have ever fince preſerved the original very ſafely; 
too well knowing what a turn the world would take 
upon the German family's ſucceeding to the crown; 
which indeed was their undoubted right, having been 
eſtabliſhed ſolemnly by the a& of an undiſputed parlia- 
ment, brought into the Houſe of Commons by Mr Har- 

ley, who was then _— 3 
But, as J have faid in another diſcourſe, it was very 
well underſtood ſome years before her Majeſty's _ 
| OW 
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how the new King would a& immediately upon his 
entrance in the choice of thoſe (and thoſe alone) whom 
he reſolved to truſt; and conſequently what reports 
would induſtriouſly be raiſed, as well as ſpread, to ex- 
poſe the proceedings of her Majeſty herſelf, as well as 
of her ſervants; who have been ever ſince blaſted as 


enemies to the preſent eſtabliſhment, by the moſt ig- 


norant and malicious among mankind, + / ay 
Therefore, as it was my lot to have been daily con- 


verſant with the perſons then in power; never abſent 
in times of buſineſs or converſation, until a few weeks 
before her Majeſty's death; and a witneſs of almoſt e- 


very ſtep they made in the courſe of their adminiſtra- 
tion; I muſt have been very unfortunate not to be bet- 


ter informed than thoſe miſerable pamphleteers, or 
their patrons, could pretend to. At the ſame time, 1 


freely confeſs, it appeared neceſſary as well as natural, 


upon ſuch a mighty change as the death of a Sove- 


reign, that thoſe who were to be in power upon the 


ſucceſſion, and reſolved to act in every part by a diret 


contrary ſyſtem of politics, ſhould load their prede- 
ceſſors with as much infamy as the moſt inveterate 
malice and envy could ſuggeſt, or the moſt ſtupid igno- 


rance and credulity in their underlings could. ſwallow. 


Therefore, as I pretend to write with the utmoſt 
impartiality, the following hiſtory of the four laſt years 
of her Majeſty's reign, in order to undeceive prejudi- 


ced perſons at preſent, as well as poſterity; I am per- 
ſuaded in my own mind, as likewiſe by the advice of 


my oldeſt and wiſeſt friends, that l am doing my duty 
to God and man, by endeavouring to ſer future ages 
right in their judgment of that happy reign ; and, as a 
faithful hiſtorian, I cannot ſuffer falſehoods to run on 
any longer, not only againſt all appearance of truth as 
well as probability, but even againſt thoſe happy events, 


which owe their ſucceſs to the very meaſures then fixed 
in the general peace. 1 4 87 | 


The materials for this hiſtory, beſides what I have 
already mentioned, I mean the confidence repoſed in 
me for thoſe four years, by the chief perſons in power, 
were extracted out of many hundred letters written by. 
our ambaſſadors abroad, and from the anſwers as well 
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as inſtructions ſent them by our Secretaries of State, 
or by the firſt miniſter the Earl of Oxford. The for- 
mer were all originals, and the latter copies entered 
into books in the Secretaries office, out of both which 
J collected all that T thought convenient; not to men- 
tion ſeveral memorials given me by the miniſters at 


home. Further, I was a conſtant witneſs and obſerver 
of all that paſſed, and entered every Fucnlar of any 


"conſequence upon paper. 
1 was fo far from having any obligation to. the 


crown; that, on the contrary, her Majeſty iſſued a pro- 
clamation, offering 300 J. to any perſon who would diſ- 
cover the author of a certain ſhort treatiſe*, which the 

neen well knew to have been written by me. I never 


"received one ſhilling from the miniſter, or any other 


preſent, except that of a few books; nor did ! want 
their aſſiſtance to ſupport me. I very often dined in- 
deed with the Treaſurer and Secretary; but, in thoſe 
days, that was not reckoned a bribe, whatever it may 
Have been at any time ſince. I abſolutely refuſed to be 


chaplain to the Lord T reaſurer; becauſe I thought it 


would ill become me to be in a ſtate of dependence. 
I ſay this to ſrew, that I had no other bias than my 


-own opinion of perſons and affairs. I. preſerved ſeve- 


ral of the oppoſite party in their employ ments, who 
were perſons of wit and learning, particularly Mr Ad. 


dien and Mr Congreve, neither of whom were ever in 


any danger from the Treaſurer, who much eſteemed 


them both; and, by his Lordſhip's commands, I brou ght 


the latter to dine with him. Mr Steele might have bo 
ſafe enough, if his continually repeated indiſcretions, 


and a zeal mingled wath ſcurrilities, had not forfeited 


all title to lenity. 
J know very well the nbmiberleſe prejudices of weak 


And deceived people, as well as the malice of thoſe 


Who, to ſerve their own intereſt or ambition, have caſt 
off all religion, morality, juſtice, and common decen- 
cy. However, although perhaps I may not be belie- 


ved in the preſent age, yet I hope to be ſo in the next, 
by all whowill bear any regard for the honour and liber- 


1 have 


| ty of is if either of cheſe il] then ſubſiſt or not. 
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I have no intereſt or inclination to palliate the miſ- 
takes, or omiſſions, or want of ſteadineſs, or unhappy» 
miſunderſtandings among a few of thoſe Who then pre - 
ſided in affair...“ (92157 1508 10 5 

Nothing is more common than the virulence of ſu- 
perficial and ill-informed writers, againſt the conduct: 
of thoſe who are now called: Prime Miniſters: And, 
ſince factions appear at preſent. to be at a greater” 
height than in any former times, although, perhaps, 
not ſo equally poized ; it may probably concern thoſe; 
who are now in their height, if they have any regard 


for their own memories in future ages, to be leſs warm 


again others. who. humbly. differ from them in ſome: 
ſtate-opinions. Old perſons remember at leaſt by tra- 


dition, the horrible prejudices that prevailed againſt 


the firſt Earl of Clarendon, whoſe character, as it now 
ſtands, might be a pattern for all miniſters; although 
even Biſhop Burnet of Sarum, whoſe principles, veraci- 
ty, and manner. of writing, are ſo little lr upon. 
many accounts, hath been at the pains to vindicate: 
Upon that irreparable breach between the Treaſus 
rer and Secretary Bolingbroke, after my utmoſt endea- 
vours, for above two years, to reconcile them; I reti- 
red to a friend in Ber4/zre, where | ſtaid until her Ma- 
jeſty's death; and then immediately returned to my 
ſtation in Dubliu, where I continued about twelve years 


- 


without once ſeeing England. I there often reviewed 


the following memoirs ; neither changing nor adding, 


further than by correcting the ſtyle: And, if I have 


been guilty of any miſtakes, they mult be of ſmall mo- 
ment; for it was hardly poſſible I could be wrong in⸗ 
formed, with all the advantages I have already men- 
tioned, ER | | 1 

I ſhall not be very uneaſy under the obloquy that 
may, perhape, be caſt upon me by the violent leaders 
and followers of the preſent prevailing party. And, 
yet, I cannot find the leaſt inconſiſtence with conſcience- 
or honour, upon the death of ſo excellent a Princeſs 


as her late Majeſty, for a wiſe and good man to ſubmit, 
with a true and loyal heart, to her lawful Proteſtant. 


ſucceſſor: whoſe hereditary title was confirmed by the 
= RS RE Queen. 
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Queen and both houſes of Parliament, with the great- 
eſt unanimity, after it had been made an article in the 
treaty, that every Prince in our alliance ſhould be a 
guarantee of that ſucceſſion. Nay, I will venture to go 
one ſtep farther ; that, if the negotiators of that peace. 
had been choſen out of the moſt profeſſed zealots for 
the intereſts of the Hanover family, they could not 
have bound up the French King, or the Hollanders, 
more ſtrictly than the Queen's plenipotentiaries did in 
confirming the preſent ſucceſſion; which was in them 
ſo much a greater mark of virtue and Joyalty, becauſe 
they perfectly well knew, that they ſhould never receive 
the leaſt mark of favour, when the ſucceſſion had taken 


place, 
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25 With Relation to their 


QvanreLs among themſelves, and the deſign 


charged upon them of altering the ſucceſſion of 
the crown. ee eee 5 
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N-INCE the death of the Queen, it was reaſonable 
enough for me to conclude that I had done with 
all public affairs and ſpeculations : Befides, the ſcene 
and ſtation I'am in have reduced my thoughts into a 
narrow compaſs : And being wholly excluded from any 
view of favour under the.prefent adminiſtration, upon 
that invincible reaſon of having been in ſome degree of 
truſt and confidence. with the former; I have not found 
the tranſition very difficult into a private life, for which 
Jam better qualified both by nature and education. 
The reading and inquiring after news not being one of - 
 my-diverfions, having always difliked a mixed and ge- 
neral converſation, which, however it fell to my lot, 
is now in my power to avoid; and being placed by the 7 
duties of my function at a great diſtance from the ſeat 
of buſineſs; I am altogether ignorant of many common 
events which happen in the world: Only, from the 
little I know and hear, it is manifeſt that the hearts of 
moſt men are filled with doubts, fears, and jealouſies, or 
elſe with hatred and rage, to a degree that there ſeems to 
be an end. of all amicable commerce between people f 
„„ e | Ae 
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different parties; and what the conſequences of this 
may be, let thoſe conſider who have contributed to the 
cauſes; which, I thank God, is no concern of mine. 
There are two points, with reference to the conduct 
of the late Miniſtry, much inſiſted on, and little under- 
ſtood by thoſe who write or talk upon that ſubject; 
wherein J am ſufficiently qualified to give ſatisfaction; 
and would gladly do it, becauſe I ſee very much weight 
laid upon each, and moſt mens opinions of perſons and 
things regulated accordingly. FC 
About two months before the Queen's death, having 
loſt all hopes of any reconcilement between the Trea- 
ſurer and the reſt of the miniſtry, I retired into the 
country, to await the iſſue of that conflict, which end- 
"ed, as every one had reaſon to foreſee, in the Earl of 
Oxford's diſgrace; to whom the Lord Bolingbroke im- 
mediately ſucceeded as firſt miniſter : And I was told, 
that an Earldom and the Garter were intended for him 
in a fortnight, and the Treaſurer's ſtaff againſt the next 
ſeſſion of parliament ; of which I can ſay nothing cer- 
tain, being then in Berk/ire, and receiving this ac- 
count from ſome of his friends; but all theſe ſchemes 
became ſoon abortive, by the death of the Queen, 
which happened in three days after the Earl of Oxford's. 
PE So Ong VT! 
. Upon this great event, I took the firſt opportunity of 
withdrawing to my place of refidence ; and rejoiced as 
much as any man for his Majeſty's quiet acceſſion to. 
the throne, to which I then thought, and it has ſince 
appeared indiſputable, that the peace procured by the 
late miniſtry had, among other good effects, been high- 
ly inſtrumental. And, I thank God, I have been ever 
ſince a loyal humble ſpectator, during all the changes 
that have happened, although it were no ſecret to any 
man of common ſagacity, that his preſent Majeſty's 
choice of his ſervants, whenever he ſhould happen ta 
ſucceed, would be determined to thoſe who moſt 
oppoſed the proceedings during the four laſt years. of 
dis predeceſſor's reign: And, I think, there hath not 
fince happened one particular of any moment, which 
- ne 0s did not often mention at their tables, as 
What they certainly expected, from the diſpoſitions E. 
N EE tie 
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the court at Hanover in conjunction with the party at 
home, which, upon all occaſions,” publicly diſapproved 
their proceedings, excepting only the attainder of the 
Duke of Ormond ; which, indeed, neither they nor I, 
nor, I believe, any one perſon in the three kingdoms, | 
did ever pretend to foreſee; and, now it is done, it looks: 
like a dream to thoſe, who will conſider the nobleneſas 
of his birth, the great merits of his anceſtors, and his 
own; his long unſpotted loyalty, his affability, gene- 
roſity, and ſweetneſs of nature. | knew him long and 
well, and, excepting the frailties of his youth, which; 


had been for ſome years over, and that eaſineſs of 


temper, which did ſometimes lead him to follow. the 
judgment of thoſe who had, by many degrees, leſs. 
_ underſtanding than himſelf ; 1 have not converſed with: 
a more faultleſs perſon ; of great juſtice and charity; a 
true ſenſe of religion, without oſtenation; of undoubt< 
ed valour, thoroughly ſkilled in his trade of a ſoldier: 


a quick and ready apprehenſion, with a good ſhare of . 5 


underſtanding, and a general knowledge in men and 
| hiſtory, although under ſome diſadvantage by an 
invincible ' modeſty, which however could not but 
render him yet more, amiable + to thoſe who had 
the honqur and happineſs of being thoroughly ac- 
quainted with him. This is a ſhort imperfect cha- 
racter of that great perſon the Duke of Ormond, who 
is now attainted for high treaſon; and, therefore, 
I fhall not preſume to offer one ſyllable in his vindicas 
tion, upon that head, againſt the deciſion of a parlia- 
ment. Yet this, I think, may be allowed me to be- 
lieve, or at leaſt to hope, that when, by the direct and 
repeated commands of the Queen, bis Miſtreſs, he 
committed thoſe faults for which he hath now-forfeited 
his country, his titles, and his fortune 3 he no more 
conceived himſelf to be acting high- treaſon, than he 
did when he was wounded and a priſoner at London, 
for his ſovereign King William, or when he toak and 
burned the enemy's fleet at Vigo. N 


* 


Upon this occaſion, although. I am fenfible it is an 
old precept of wiſdom to admire at nothing in human 
life, yet I confider, at the ſame time, how eafily ſome 

men arrive to the practice of this maxim, by the hel — 
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of plain ſtupidity or ill- nature, without any firain og 
philoſophy ; and, although the uncertainty of human 


things be one of the moſt obvious reflections in morali- 


ty; yet, ſuch unexpected, ſudden, and ſignal inftances. 


of it, as have lately e eee among us, are ſo much. 
out of the uſual form, that a wiſe man may, perhaps, 


be allowed to ſtart and look afide, as at a ſudden and 
violent clap of thunder, which is much more frequent, 


* — 


And here I cannot but- lament my own particular 


— 


misfortune ;- who, having ſingled out three perſons from 


 _ among the reſt of mankind, on whoſe: friendſhip and: 
protection I might depend; whoſe converſation. I moſt 


valued, and chiefly. confined myſelf to; ſhould live to 


fee them all, within the compaſs of a year, accuſed of- 
high - treaſon; two of them att inted and in exile, and. 


the third under his trial, whereof God knows what 
may be the iſſue. As my own heart was free from all 


treaſonable thoughts, ſo I did little imagine myſelf to 
; be perpetually in the company of 'Fraitors. But 


the faßbian of this world poſer anus Having already. 
faid ſomething of the Duke of Ormond, I ſhall add a 
little towards the characters of the other two. It hap-- 
ens to very few men, in any age or country, to come 
into the world with ſo many advantages of nature and 
fortune, as the late Secretary Bolingbrole: Deſcended 
from the beſt families in England, heir to a great patri- 
monial eſtate, of a found conſtitution, and a moſt grace- 
fal, amiable perſon: But all theſe, had they been of e- 
qual value, were mfinitely below, in degree, to the acy 
compliſhments of his mind, which was adorned with 
the choiceſt gifts that. God hath yet thought fit to be- 


ſtow upon the children of men; a ſtrong memory, a 


clear judgment, a vaſt range of wit and fancy, a 
thorough comprehenſion, _ an invineible eloquence, 
with a moſt agreeable elocution. He had well culti- 
vated all-theſe talents by travel and ſtudy, the latter of 
which he ſeldom omitted, even in the midſt of his plea- 
fures, of which he had indeed been too great and cri- 
minal-a purſuer: For, although he was perſuaded to 
leave off intemperance in wine, which he did for ſome 
time to ſuch a degree that he ſeemed rather abſtemious; 
* . 
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yet he was ſaid to allow himſelf other liberties, which 
can by no means be reconciled to religion or morals x 
whereof, I have reaſon to believe, he en to be ſen - 
ſible. But he was fond of mixing pleaſure and buſi- 
neſs, and of being eſteemed excellent at both; upon 
which account he had a great reſpect for the characters 
of Alcibiades and Petroniur, eſpecially the latter, whom 
he would gladly be thought to reſemble. His detrac - 
tors charged him with ſome degree of affectation, and, 
perhaps, not altogether without grounds; ſince it Was 
hardly poſſible for a young man, with half the buſineſs. 
of the nation upon him, and the applauſe of the: 
whole, to eſcape ſome tincture of that infirmity, He 
had been early bred to buſineſs, was a moſt artful nego- 
tiator, and perfectly underſtood: foreign affairs. But: 
what I have often wondered at in a man of his temper, 
was his prodigious application, whenever he thought itt 
n for he would plod whole days and nights, 
like the loweſt clerk in an office. His talent of ſpeak - 
ing in public, for which he was ſo very much celebrated, 
I bow. nothing of, except from the informations of o- 
thers; but underſtanding men, of both parties, have af+; 
ſured me, that, in this point, in their memory and judg= 
ment, he was never equalldſde. 
The Earl of Oxford is a perſon of as much virtue, as) 
can poſſibly conſiſt with the love of power; and his? 
love of power is no greater than what is common to. 
men of his ſuperior capacities; neither did any man 
ever appear to value it lefs, after he had obtained it, 
or exert it with more moderation. He is the only in- 
ſtance that ever fell within my memory, or obſervation, 
of a perſon paſſing from a private life, through the ſe- 
veral ſtages of greatneſs, without any perceivable im- 
preſſion upon his temper or behaviour. As his on 
birth was illuſtrious, being deſcended from the heirs- 
general of the Veres and the Mortimers, ſo he ſeemed to 
value that accidental advantage in himſelf, and others, 
more than it could pretend to deſerve. He abounded 
in good nature, and good humour; although ſubje& 
to paſſion, as [ — afirmed by others, and 
owned by himſelf; which, however, he kept under 
_ ths ſtricteſt government, till towards the end of his. 
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miniſtry, when he began to grow ſoured, and to ſuſpect 


his friends; and, perhaps, thought it not worth his 
pains to manage any longer. He was a great favour- 
er of men of wit and learning, particularly the former, 
whom he careſſed without diſtin tion of party, and 


could not endure to think that any of them ſhould be 


his enemies; and it was his good fortune that none of 
them ever appeared to be ſo; at leaſt, if one may judge 
by the libels and pamphlets publiſned againſt him, 
which he frequently read, by way of amuſement, with 
a moſt unaffected indifference: Neither do I remem- 


ber ever to have endangered his good opinion ſo much, 
as by appearing uneaſy when the dealers in that kind of 


writing firſt began to pour out their ſcurrilities againſt” 


me; Which, he thought, was a weakneſs altogether in- 


excuſable in a man of virtue and liberal education. 
He had the greateſt variety of knowledge that I have 
any where met; was a perfect maſter of the learned 
languages, and well ſkilled in divinity. He had a 
prodigious memory, and a moſt exact judgment. In. 
drawing up any ſtate-paper, no man had; more proper 
thoughts, or put them in ſo ſtrong. and clear a light. 
Although his ſtile were not always correct, which, 
however, he knew how. to mend; yet, often, to 
ſave time, he would leave the ſmaller alterations to 
others. I have heard that he ſpoke but ſeldom in par- 
liament, and then rather with art than eloquence: But 
no man equalled him in the knowledge of our conſti- 
tution; the reputation whereof made him be choſen. 
ſpeaker to three ſucceſſive parliaments; which office I. 


have often heard his enemies allow him to have execu- 
ted with univerſal applauſe: His ſagacity was ſuch, 
that I could produce very amazing inſtances of it, if 


they were not unſeaſonable. In all difficulties, he im- 
mediately found the true point that was to be purſued, 
and adhered. to it: And one or two others. in the mi- 
niſtry have confeſſed very often to me, that, after ha- 


ving condemned his opinion, they found him in the 


right, and themſelves in the wrong. He was utterly 
a ſtranger. to fear; and, conſequently, had a preſence 
of mind upon all emergencies. His liberality, and. 


contempt of money, were ſuch, that he almoſt ruined. 


his- 
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for the public was ſo great, that it neither conſiſted with 
the preſent corruptions of che age, nor the circumſtan- 
ces of the time, He was ſeldom miſtaken in his judg- 
ment of men, and therefore not apt to chauge a good 
or ill opinion by the repreſentation of others; except 
toward the end of his miniſtry. He was affable and 
courteous, extremely eaſy and agreeable in converſa- 
tion, and altogether diſengaged; regular in his life, 
with great appearance of piety; nor ever guilty of any 
expreſſions that could poſſibly tend to what was indecent 
or prophane. His imperfections were, at leaſt, as obvious, 
although not ſo numerous as his virtues. He had an 
air of ſecrecy in his manner and countenance, by no 
means proper for a great miniſter, becauſe it warns all 
men to prepare againſt it. He often gave no anſwer at 
all, and very ſeldom a direct one: And I the rather 
blame this reſervedneſs of temper, becauſe I have 
known a very different practice ſucceed, much better: 
of which, among others, the late Earl of Sunderland, 
and the preſent Lord Sommers, | perſons of great abili- 
ties, are remarkable inſtances; who uſed to talk in ſo 
frank a manner, that they ſeemed to diſcover the bot- 
tom of their hearts, and, by that appearance of  confi- 
dence, would eaſily unlock the breaſts of others, But 
the Earl of Oxford pleads, in excuſe of this charge, that 
he hath: ſeldom or never communicated any thing which 
was of importance to be concealed, . wherein he hath 
not been deecived by the vanity, treachery, or indiſcre- 
tion of thoſe he diſcovered it to. Another of his im- 
perfections, univerſally known and complained of, Was 
procraſti nation, or delay; which was, doubtleſs, natu- 
ral to him, although he often bore the blame without 
the guilt, and when the remedy was not in his power; 
for never were prince and miniſter better matched than 
his Sovereign and he, upon that article: And, there» 
fore, in the | diſpoſal of employments, wherein the 
Queen was very abſolute, a year would often paſs be- 
fore they could come to a determination. I remember. 
he was likewiſe | heavily charged with the common 
Court · vice, of promiſing very liberally, and ſeldom per- 


| forming; of which, although I cannot altogether aer 
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Auit him, yet, I am confident, his intentions were gene- 
rally better than his diſappointed ſollicitors would be- 
lieve. It may be likewiſe ſaid of him, that he certain · 
1y did not value, or did not underſtand the art of ac- 
| gunner friends; having made very few during the 
time of his power, and contracted a great number of 
enemies. Some of us uſed to obſerve, that thoſe whom 
he talked well of, or ſuffered to be often near him, 
were not in a ſituation of much advantage; and that 
bis mentioning others with contempt, or diſlike, was 
mo hindrance at all to their preferment. I have dwelt 
the longer upon this great man's character, becauſe 1 
nave obſerved it ſo often miſtaken by the wiſe reaſon- 
ers of both parties: Beſides, having had the honour, 
for almoſt four years, of a nearer acquaintance with 
him than uſually happens to men of my level, and this 
without the leaſt mercenary obligation; I thought it 
lay in my power, as I am ſure it is in my will, 
do repreſent him to the world with impartiality and 
Having often confidered the qualities and diſpoſitions 
of theſe two miniſters, I am at a loſs to think how x 
ſhould come to paſs that men of exalted abilities, 
when they are called to public affairs, are generall 
drawn into inconveniencies and misfortunes, whi 
others, of ordinary talents, avoid; whereof there ap- 
pear ſo many examples, both antient and modern, and 
of our own as well as other countries, I cannot think 
this to have been altogether the effect of envy, as it is 
uſually imputed in the caſes of 'Themifecles, Ariſtides, 
Scipio, and others, and of Sir Walter Raleigh, the Earls 
of Clarendon and Strafford, here in England. But I look 
upon it, that God, intending the government of a na- 
tion in the ſeveral branches and ſubordinations of 
power, hath made the ſcience of governing ſufficiently 
_ Obvious to common capacities; otherwiſe the world 
would be left in a deſolate condition, if great affairs 
did always require a great genius, whereof the moſt 
Fruitful age will hardly produce above three or four in a 
nation, among which, princes, who, of all other mor- 
tals, are the worſt educated, ' have twenty millions to 
one againft them that they ſhall not be of the number > 
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and proportionable odds, for the ſame reaſons, are 
againſt every one of noble birth, or great eſtates. Ace- 
cordingly we find, that the dulleſt nations, antient and 
modern, have not wanted good rules of policy, or per- 
ſons qualiſied for adminiſtration. But I take the in 
felicity of ſuch extraordinary men to have been cauſed 

by their neglect of common forms, together with the 
contempt of Hrtle helps and little hindrance; which is 
made by Hobbes the definition of v pve, And 
this contempt, as it certainly diſpleaſes the people in 
general, ſo it giveth offence to all with whom ſuch mi- 
niſters have to deal : For, I never yet knew a minifter, - 
who was not earneſtly defirous to have it thought, that | 
the art of government was a moſt profound ſcience ;. 
whereas it requires no more, in reality, than diligence, 


honeſty, and a moderate ſhare of plain natural ſenſe. 
| And, therefore, men thus qualified may, very. rea/or- 


ably and juſtly, think that the buſineſs of the world is 
beſt brought about by regularity and forms, wherein 
themſelves excel, For I have frequently obſerved more 
_ cauſes of diſcontent ariſe. from the practice of ſome re. 
_ fined minifters, to act in common buſineſs, out of the 
common road, than from all the uſual topics of diſ- 
eaſure againſt men in power. It is the ſame thing 1 
in other ſcenes of life, and among all ſocieties or com- 
munities; where, no men are better truſted, or have - 
more ſucceſs in buſineſs, than thoſe who, with ſume 
honeſty and a moderate portion of underſtanding, are 
ſri obſervers of time, place, and method: And, on 
the contrary, nothing is more-apt to expoſe men to the 
cenſure and obloquy of their colleagues, andthe public, 
than a contempt,” or neglect of theſe eie 
however attended with a ſuperior genius, and an equal 
deſire of doing good: Which hath made me ſometimes 
ſay, to a great perſon of this latter character, that a 
ſmall infaton! of the Alderman was neceſlary to thole 
who are employed in public affairs. - Upon this occa- 
ſion, I cannot forget a very trifling inſtance : "That one 
day, obſerving the ſame perſon to divide a ſheet of pa= 
per with a penknife, the ſharpneſs" of the Inſtriment 
occaſioned. it's. moving ſo-trregularly and crooked; that 
he ſpoiled the whole ſheet 6 whereupon I adviſd him 


E K 


Vor. X. 


„rn ee tu % Fx: FY W w ww BY AMP 


| 
1 
'Þ 
1 
$ 
"© 
1 
35 
+ 
4 
* 
4 
11 
is 
: 4 
if 
1} 
* 


o 
"—>—o—n—___—__—_ a — 5 C 
— — — . va * —— — — 


3e 


r yy 
— — — 5 od 
—_ 


—— — 
— — 


. OG) — — —-˖⏑ —ꝛ⁊ —ê 
ns — pas Abs 


38 An IN QU'I * inte the Behauiour 


to take example by his clerks, who performed that 
operation much better with a blunt piece of ivory, 
which, directed by a little ſtrength and a ſteady hand, 
never failed to go right. | nf 3 
But, to return from this long digreſſion: About a 
fortnight after the Queen's death, I came to my place 
of reſidenee, where I was immediately attacked with 
heat enough by ſeveral of my acquaintance of both 
parties; and ſoon learned, that what they objected was 
the general ſenſe of the reſt. Thoſe of the church-fide 
made me a thouſand reproaches upon the ſlowneſs and 
- inactivity of my friends, upon their fooliſh quarrels 
with each other, for no viſible cauſe, and thereby ſa- 
crificing the intereſts of the church and kingdom to 
their private piques. And that they had neglected to 
cultivate the favour and good opinion of the court at 
Hanover. But the weight of theſe gentlemens diſplea- 
ſure fell upon the Earl of Oxford; that he had atted a 
trimming part, was never thoroughly in the intereſt of 
the church, but held ſeparate commerce with the ad- 
_ verſe party: That, either from his negligence, procra- 
ſtinating nature, or ſome ſiniſter end, he had let ſlip, 
many opportunities of ſtrengthening the church's 
friends: That he undertook more buſineſs than he was 
equal to, affected a monopoly. of power, and would 
concert nothing with the reſt of the miniſters. Many 
facts were likewiſe mentioned, which it may not now _ 
be very prudent to repeat: I ſhall only take notice of 
one, relating to Ireland, where he kept four biſhopricks 
undiſpoſed of, though often and moſt earneſtly preſſed 
to have them filled; by which omiſſion the church-in- 
tereſt of that kingdom, in the Houſe of Lords, is in 
danger of being irrecoverably loſt, 
Thoſe. who diſcourſed with me after this manner, 
did, at the ſame time, utterly renounce all regard for 
the Pretender; and mentioned, with pleaſure, the glo- 
rious opportunity, then in his Majeſty's hands, of put- 
ting an end to party - diſtinctions for the time to come: 
And the only apprehenſion that feemed to give them 
any Reales was, leſt the zeal of the party in power 


might not, perhaps, repreſent their Ioyalty with ad- 
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On the other ſide, the gainers and men in hopes by 

the Queen's death, talked with great freedom in a oy 
different ſtile : They all directly affertedy that the whole 
late miniſtry were fully determined to bring in the Pre- 
tender, although they would ſometimes a little demur 
upon the Earl of Oxford; and, by a more modern a- 
mendment, they charged the ſame accufation, without 
any reſerve, upon the late Queen herſelf. That, if her 
Majeſty had died but a month later, our ruin would 
have been inevitable. But in that juncture it happen- 
ed, (to uſe their -own term, which I could never pre- 
vail with them to explain) hing awvere not ripe. That 
this accufation would, in a ſhort time, infallibly be pro- 
ved as clear as the ſun at noon- day to all the world: 
And the conſequences naturally following from theſe 
poſitions were, that the leaders ought to loſe their 

heads, and all their abettors be utterly ſtript of power 
Theſe being the ſentiments and diſcourſes of both 
parties, tending to load the late miniſtry with faults of 
a very different nature; it may, perhaps, be either of 
ſome uſe or ſatisfaction to examine thoſe two points; 
that is to ſay, firſt, how far theſe Miniſters are anſwer- 
able to their friends for their negle&, mifmanagement;. 
and mutual diſſentions? And, ſecondly, with what jus 
ftice they are accuſed, by their enemies, for endeayour- 
ing to alter the ſucceſſion of the crown in favour of the 
It is true, indeed, I have occaſionally done this alrea- 
dy in two ſeveral Treatiſes, of which the one is an hi- 
| ſtory, and the other, memoirs of particular facts; but 
neither of them fit to ſee the light, at preſent ; becauſe- 
they abound with characters freely drawn, and many of 
them not very amiable; and, therefore, intended only 
for the inſtructing of the next age, and eſtabliſhing the 
reputation of thoſe who have been uſeful to their coun-. 
try in the preſent, At the ſame time, I take this op- 
portunity of aſſuring thoſe who may happen, ſome years 
hence, to read the hiſtory | have written, that the 
blackeſt characters to be met with in it were not drawn 
with the leaſt mixture of malice; or ill-will, but merely 
to expaſe the odiouineſs of vice. For I have always 
D2 | held 
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held it as a maxim, that ill men are placed beyond the 
reach of an hiſtorian, who indeed hath it in his power 
to reward virtue, but not to puniſh vice: Becauſe I 


never yet ſaw a profligate perſon, who ſeemed to have 


the leaſt regard in what: manner his name ſhould be 
- tranſmitted to poſterity: And I know a certain Lord , 
not long fince dead, who, . I am very confident, would 
not have diſpoſed of one fingle ſhilling to have had it 
in his choice, whether he ſhould be repreſented to fu- 
ture ages as an Atticus or a Cataline. . 
However, being firmly reſolved, for very material 
reaſons, to avoid giving the leaſt offence to any party or 
perſon in power; [ ſhall barely ſet down ſome facts 
and circumſtances, during the four laſt years of Queen 
Aune s reign, which at preſent are little known; and 
whereby thoſe of the church-party, who object againſt 
the unſteadineſs, negleQ, and want of concert in the late 
- miniſtry, may better account for their faults. Moſt of 
thoſe facts l can bear witneſs of myſelf, and have re- 
ceived the reſt from ſufficient authority. 
It is moſt certain, that, when the Queen firſt began 
to change her ſervants, it was not from a, diſlike of 
things, but of perſons, and thoſe perſons were a very 
e got Bay To be more particular, would be ince- 
Gere per ignes. It was the iſſue of Dr Sacbewerel's trial 
that encouraged her to proceed ſo far; and ſeveral of 
the low-church party, knowing that her diſpleaſure 
went no farther than againft one ſingle family, did not 
appear to diſlike what was done; of which I could 
give ſome extraordinary inſtances f. But that famous 
trial had raiſed ſuch a ſpirit in the nation, againſt the 
parliament, that her Majeſty thought it nece ſlary to diſ- 
ſolve them, which, I am confident, ſhe did not at firſt 
intend. Upon this reſolution, delivered by the Queen, 
at council, in a more determinate manner than was 
uſual with her; as I was particularly informed by my 
Lord Sommers, then prefident, ſome, who were willing 
to ſacrifice one or two perſons, would not ſacrifice their 
<auſe, but immediately flew off ; and the great officers 
of the court and kingdom began to reſign their employ- 
£53 . e 85 6 ments, 


„ Earl of harem, + Duke of Sener. 


— * — 


ments, which the Queen ſuffered: moſt of them to do 
with the utmoſt regret, and which thoſe who knew her 
-beſt thought to be real, eſpecially Lord Sommers and 
Lord Cowper, for whom ſhe had as great a perſonal re- 
gard and eſteem, as her nature was capable of admit- 
ting, particularly for the former. The new parliament: 
was called during that ferment in the nation, and a 
great majority of the church-party was returned, with- 
out the leaſt aſſiſtance from the court; whether to gain 
a reputation of impartiality, where they were-ſecure ;. 
or, as Mr Harley's detractors would have it, (who was 
then miniſter) from a refinement of his politics,. not to- 
ſuffer, upon the account of I know not what wiſe rea- 
ſons, too great an inequality in the balance. 
When the parliament met, they ſoon began to diſ- 
cover more zeal than the Queen expected or deſired 3 
ſhe had entertained the notion of forming a moderate 
or comprehenſive ſcheme, which ſhe maintained with 
great firmneſs, nor would ever depart from, until about 
half a year before her death: But this neither the 
Houſe of Commons, nor the kingdom in general were 
then at all inclined to admit, whatever they may have 
been in any juncture ſince: ' Several” country- members, 
to almoſt a third part of the Houſe, began immediately 
to form themſelves into a body, under a fantaſtic name 
of the Oclober-club. Theſe daily preſſed the miniſtry 
for a thorough change in employments, and were not 
put off without jealouſy and eeueht 'T remember 
it was then commonly underſtood and expected, that, 
when the ſeſſion ended, a general removal would be 
made: But it happened otherwiſe ;' for not only few 
or none were turned out, but much deliberation was 
uſed in ſupplying common vacancies by death This 
manner of proceeding in a prime minifter, I confeſs, - 
appeared to me wholly unaccountable, and without 
example; and ( was little ſatisfied with the ſolution I 
Had heard, and partly knew that he acted thus to keep 
men at his'devotion, by letting expectation ly in com- 
mon; for I found the effect did not anſwer, and that, 
in the mean- time, he led ſo uneaſy a life, by follicita- 
tions and purſuits, as no man would endure who had 
'a remedy at hand. About the beginning of his mini- 
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ſtry, I did, at the requeſt of ſeveral conſiderable per- 
ſons, take the liberty of repreſenting this matter to 
him: His anſwer was ſhort and cold; That he hoped 
his friends would truſt him; that he heartily withed 
none but thoſe who loved the church and Queen, were 
employed; but that all things could not be done on a 
ſudden. I have reaſon to believe, that his neareſt ac - 
quaintance were then wholly at a loſs what to think of 
his conduct. He was forced to preſerve the opinion of 
power, without which he could not act, while, in rea- 
lity, he had little or none; and, beſides, he thought 
it became him to take the burden of reproach upon 
himſelf, rather than lay it upon the Queen his Miſtreſs ; 
who was grown very ; poſitive, ſlow, and ſuſpicious ; 
and, from the opinion of having been formerly too 
much directed, fell into the other extreme, and became 
difficult to be adwi/ed. So that few miniſters had ever, 
perhaps, a harder game to play, between the jealouſy 
and diſcontents 5 his friends on one ſide, and the 


management of the Queen's temper on the other. 
There could hardly be a firmer friendſhip, in ap- 
pearance, than what I obſerved between thoſe three 


reat men, who were then chiefly truſted ; I mean the 
Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, and Harcourt, I remember, in 
the infancy of their power, being at the table of the firſt 
where they. were all met, I could not forbear taking no- 
tice of the great affection they bore to each other; and 
ſaid, I would venture to propheſy, that however in- 
conftant our court had hitherto been, their miniſtry 
would certainly laſt; for they had the church, the crown, 
and the people entirely on their fide. Then it hap- 
pened, that the public good and their private intereſt 
had the ſame bottom, which is a peice of good fortune 
that doth not always fall to the ſhare of men in power: 
But, principally, becauſe I obſerved they heartily loved 
one another; and I did not ſee how their kindneſs 
could be diſturbed by competition, ſince each of them 
ſeemed contented with his own diſtrict: So that, not- 
withſtanding the: old maxim, which pronounceth court- 
friendſhips: to be of no long duration, I was confident 
theirs would laſt as long as their lives. But, it ſeems, 
te inventor of that maxim happened to be a bee | 
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wiſer than I, who lived to ſee · this friendſhip firſt de - 
generate into indifference and ſuſpicion, and thence 
corrupt into the greateſt animoſity and hatred; con- 
trary ta all er and much to the diſcredit of 
me and my ſagacity. By what degrees, and from 
what cauſes their diſſenſions grew, I ſhall; as far as it 
may be ſafe and convenient, very impartially relate. 
When Mr Harley was tabbed by Gai/card, the wri- 
ter of a weekly paper, called the Examiner, taking oc- 
cafion to reflect on that accident, happened to let fall 
an idle circumſtance, I know not upon what grounds, 


that the French aſſaſſin confeſſed he, at firſt, intended 


to have murdered Mr Secretary 8, Jobn; who ſitting 


at too great a diſtance, he was forced to vent his rage 
on the other. Whether the Secretary had been thus. 


informed, or was content that others ſhouſd believe it, 
I never yet could learn; but nothing could be more 
unfortunate than the tendency of ſuch a report, which, 


by a very unfair diviſion, derived the whole merit of 
that accident to Mr. & John, and left Mr Harley 3 
but the danger and the pain: Of both which, although 


he had a ſufficient ſhare, (his phyſicians being often un- 


der apprehenſions for his life) yet I am confident the 


time of bis illneſs was a period of more quiet and 


eaſe than he ever enjoyed during the reſt of his admini- 
ſtration. This report was not unreſented by Mr Har- 


40's friends; and the rather becauſe the fact was di- 
—_ otherwiſe, as it ſoon appeared by Gui/card's con- 
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While that miniſter lay ill of his wound, and his 


/ 


life in queſtion, the weight of buſineſs fell, in ſoume 


meaſure, upon the Secretary, who was not without am- 
bition; which, I confeſs, 1 have ſeldom found among 
the wants of great men; and it was conceived, that he 


had already entertained the thoughts of being at the 


head of affairs, in caſe Mr Harley ſhould die; although 
at the ſame time, I muſt do juſtice to Mr St John, — 
repeating what he ſaid to me, with great appearance 
of concern, (and he was but an ill diſſembler) That, 
if Mr Harley's accident ſhould: prove fatal, it would be 
an irreparable loſs: That, as things then ſtood, his 
life was abſolutely neceſſary: That, as to himſelf, he 
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was not maſter of the ſcheme by which they were to: 
proceed, nor had credit enough with the Queen; nei- 
ther did he ſee how it would be poflible for them, in 
- ſuch a caſe, to wade through the difficulties they were 
then under. However, not to be over-particular in fo 
nice a point, this much is certain, that ſome things hap- 
pened during Mr Harigy's confinement, which bred a 
coldneſs and jealouſy between thoſe two great men; 
and theſe, increaſing by many ſubſequent accidents, 
could never be removed. "hs | 
Upon Mr Harley's recovery, which was ſoon follow- 
ed by his promotion to an Earldom, and the Treaſu- 
rer's ſtaff, he was earneſtly preſſed tio go on with the 
change of employments, for which his friends and the 
kingdom were very impatient; wherein, I am confi- 
dent, he was not unwilling to comply, if a new inci- 
dent had not put further difficulties in his way. The 
Queen having thought fit to take the key from the 
Ducheſs of Marlborough, it was, after ſome time, given 
to another great Lady *,-wholly in the intereſts of the 
oppoſite party; who, by a moſt obſequious behaviour, 
of which ſhe is a perfect miſtreſs, and the privileges of 
her place, which gave her continual acceſs, quickly 
won fo far upon the affections of her Majeſty, that ſhe 
had more perſonal credit than all the Queen's ſervants 
put „ een Of this Lady's character and ſtory, ha- 

- ving ſpoken ſo much in other papers, which may one. 
day fee the light; JI ſhall only obſerve, that, as ſoon 
as ſhe was fixed in her ſtation, the Queen, following 
the courſe of her own nature, grew daily much more 
difficult and uncomplying. Some weak endeavours 
were, indeed, uſed to divert her Majeſty from this 
choice; but ſhe continued ſteady, and pleaded, that, 
if ſhe might not have liberty to chuſe her own ſervants, 
ſne could not ſee what advantage ſhe had gotten by the 

change of her miniſtry : And fo little Was her heart ſer 
upon what they call a High-church,. or Tory-admini- 
tration, that ſeveral employments in court and coun- 
try, and a great majority in all commiſſions, remained 

in the hands of thoſe who moſt oppoſed the preſent 
proceedings; nor do I remember that any removal of 


cConſequence 
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conſequence was made till the winter following, when 
the Earl of Nottingham was pleaſed to prepare and of- 
fer a vote, in the Houſe of Lords, againſt any peace, 
while Spain continued in the hands of the Bourbon fa- 
mily. Of this vote the minifters had early notice; 
and, by caſting up the numbers, concluded they ſhould 
have a majority of ten to overthrow it. The Queen 


was defired, and promiſed, to ſpeak to a certain Lord, 


who was looked upon as dubious; That Lord attend- 
ed accordingly, but heard not a word of the matter 
from her Majeſty, although ſhe afterwards owned it was 
not for want of remembring, but from perfect indif- 
ference. - The Treaſurer, who truſted to promiſes, and 
reckoned that others would truft to his, was, by a. 
moſt unſeaſonable piece of parſimony, groſly deceived; 
and the vote carried againſt the court. The Queen 
had the curioſity to be preſent at the debate; and ap- 
peared ſo little diſpleaſed at the event, or againſt thoſe 
from whom ſhe might have expected more compliance; 
that a perſon * in high ſtation among her domeſtics, 


who, that day in her preſence, bad ſhewn his utmoft 
eloquence (ſuch as it was) againſt the miniſters, | recei- 


ved a particular mark + of diſtinction and favour, 
which, by his poſt, he could not pretend to, and was 


not removed from her ſervice but with exceeding dif- 


ficulty, many months after. And it 1s certain, that this 


vote could not have been carried, if ſome perſons, very 
near her Majeſty, had not given aſſurances where 


they were proper, that it would be acceptable to 
the Queen, which her behaviour ſeemed to confirm. 
But, when the conſequences of this vote were calm- 
ly repreſented to her, that the limitation ſpecified there- 
in had wholly tied up her hands, in caſe the recovery 
of Spain ſhould be found impoſſible, as it was frequent- 


ly allowed and owned by many principal leaders of the 


oppoſite party, and had, hitherto, been vainly endea- 


| voured, either by treaty or war: That the kingdom 


was not in a condition to bear any longer it's burthen 
and charge, eſpecially with annual additions: That 
e e ee other 
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other expedients might poſſibly be found for prevent- 


ing France and Spain from being united under the ſame 


King, according to the intent and letter of the grand 
alliance: That the deſign of this vote was to put her 


Majeſty under the neceſſity of diſſolving the Parliament, 


beginning all things anew, and placing the admini- 
ſtration in the hands of thoſe whom ſhe had thought 
fit to lay aſide, and this by ſacrificing her preſent ſer- 


vants to the rage and vengeance of the former; with 


many other obvious conſiderations, not very proper at 


this time to be repeated: Her Majeſty, who was ear- 


neſtly bent upon giving peace to her people, conſented 
to tall upon the ſole expedient, that her own coldneſs, 


or the Treaſurer's. thrift, and want or contem pt of arti- 


fice had left her; which was, to create a number of 
Peers, ſufficient to turn the balance in the Houſe of 
Lords. I confeſs that, in my hiſtory of thoſe times, 
where this matter, among others, 1s treated with a 


great deal more liberty, and conſequently very unfit 
for preſent peruſal, I have refined ſo far as to conjec- 
ture, that, if this were the Treaſurer's council, he 
might poſſibly have given it upon ſome further views 


than that of avoiding the conſequences of my Lord 


Notting baus vote. And what thoſe were, I ſuppoſe, 


I may offer without - offence. It is known enough, 
that, from the time of the revolution to the period I 
am now ſpeaking of, the favour of the court was al- 


moſt perpetually turned towards thoſe who, in the 
party-term, are called Whigs, or the Low-church ; 


and this was a ſpace of above twenty years, wherein 
great additions were made to the peerage; and the 
Biſhops-bench almoſt wholly renewed. But the majo- 
rity of landed-men, ſtill retaining the old-church prin- 
ciples in religion and government, notwithſtanding all 
endeavours to convert them, the late King was under 


many inſuperable difficulties during the courſe of his 
reign; elections ſeldom ſucceeding ſo well, as to leave 


tae court - ſide without ſtrenuous oppoſition, ſufficient 


to carry many points againſt him, which he had much 
at heart. Upon the late Queen's ſucceeding to the 
crown, the church- party, who ſeemed to have grown 


more numerous, under all diſcouragements, began to 
„ conceive 
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conceive hopes, that her Majeſty, who had always pro- 
feſſed to favour their principles, would make uſe of 


their ſervice. And, indeed, upon that foot, things 
ſtood for ſome time: But, a new war being reſolved 
on, three perſons, who had moſt credit with her Ma- 
jeſty, and who were then looked upon to be, at leaſt, 


as high principled as could poſſibly conſiſt with the 


proteſtant ſucceſſion, having conſulted their friends, 
began to conceive that the military ſpirit was much 
more vigorous in the other party, who appeared more 
keen againſt France, more ſanguine upon the power 
and wealth of England, and better verſed in the arts of 
finding out funds, to which they had been ſo long uſed. 
There were ſome other motives for this tranſition of 


the miniſters at that time, which are more proper for | 


the hiſtory above-mentioned, where they are faithfully 
recorded. But, thus the Queen was brought to govern 
by what they call a Low-church miniſtry,” which con- 
, tinued for ſeveral years; till at length, grown weary 
of the war, although carried on with great glory and 
ſucceſs, and the nation riſing into a ere (whether 
juſtly or no) upon the trial of Dr Sacbewerel, which, in 
effect, was a general muſter of both parties; her Ma- 
jeſty, following her own, inclinations and thoſe of her 
people, reſolved to make ſome changes in the mini- 
ſtry, and take Mr Harley into her councils. This was 
brought about, as the charge againſt that miniſter ſays, 
by the baſeſt inſinuations ; upon which, being a determi- 
nation of parliament, I ſha]l not diſpute ; although I 
confeſs to have received a very different account of that 
matter from a moſt excellent Lady, upon whoſe vera- 
city I entirely depend; and who, being then in chief 
confidence with her Miſtreſs, muſt needs know a parti- 
cular fact wherein ſhe was immediately concerned and 


” 


truſted, better than any one man, or number of men, 


except the majority of a Houſe of Commons. | 
When the new parliament met, whoſe elections 
were left entirely to the people, without the leaſt influ. 
ence from the court, it plainly appeared how far the 
church- party in the nation out-numbered the other, 
and eſpecially in the ſeveral counties. But, in the Houſe 
of Lords, even after ſome management, there was but 
: a weak 
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a weak and crazy majority: Nor even could this have 
been expected, if ſeveral great Lords, who were always 
reputed of the other party, had not only complied, but 
been highly inſtrumental in the change; as the Dukes 
of Shrewſbury and Argyle, the Earls of Peterborough, 
Rivers, and ſome others, who certainly came into the 
Queen's meaſures upon other motives than that of par- 
ty. Now, ſince the government of Eagland cannot go 
on while the two Houſes of Parliament are in oppoſition 
to each other; and that the people, whenever they 
acted freely, would infallibly return a majority of 
church-men : One of theſe two things was of neceſſity 
to be done ; either, firſt, to diflolve that parliament, 
and call another of the Whig-ſtamp, by force of a 
prodigious expence, which would be neither decent nor 
ſafe, and, perhaps, at that time, hardly feaſible : Or 
_ elſe, to turn the balance in the Houſe of Lords; 
which, after the ſucceſs of Lord Noztingham's vote, 
was not otherwiſe to be done, than by creating a ſuffi- 
cient number of peers, in order, at once, to make the 
Queen and her people eaſy upon that article for the 
reſt of her reign. And this I ſhould be willing to think 
was the Treaſurer's meaning, when he adviſed thoſe 
advancements ; which, however, I confeſs, I did very 
much diſlike. JJC SCOOT peel 
But if, after all I have ſaid, my conjecture ſhould 
happen to be wrong; yet I do not ſee how the Trea- 
ſurer can juſtly be blamed for preſerving his cauſe, bis 
friends, and himſelf, from unavoidable ruin, by an ex- 
edient allowed on all hands to be lawful : Perhaps, 
1. was brought under that neceſſity by the want of pro- 
per management; but when that neceſſity appeared, 
he could not act otherwiſe, without unravelling what- 
ever had been done; which, in the language of thoſe 
times, would have been called, delivering the Queen 
and kingdom back into the hands of a faction they had 
ſo lately got rid of. And, I believe, no miniſter of any 
party would, in his circumſtances, have ſcrupled to 
make the ſame ſtep, when the /umma rerum was at 
Although the Queen was brought into this meaſure, 
by no other motive than her earneſt deſire of a peace; 
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yet the Treaſurer's friends began to preſs him anew for 
further changes in employments; concluding, from 
what was paſt, that his credit was great enough to 
compaſs whatever he pleaſed. But this proved to be 
ill reaſoning ; for the Queen had no diſlike at all to 
the other party, (whatever perſonal piques ſhe might 
bear to ſome among them) further than as ſhe con- 
ceived: they were bent upon continuing the war, to 
which her Majeſty reſolved to put as ſpeedy an end as 
ſhe could with honour and ſafety to her kingdoms ; and 


therefore fell, with readineſs enough, into the methods 


propoſed to her for advancing that great work. But, 
in diſpenſing her favours, ſhe was extremely cautious 
and flow ; and, after the uſual miſtake of thoſe 'who 


think they bave been often impoſed on, became fo very 


ſuſpicious, that ſhe overſhot the mark, and erred in'the 
other extreme. When a perſon happened to be recom- 
mended as uſeful for her ſervice, or proper to be obliged, 
perhaps, after a long delay, ſhe would conſent; but, 
if the Treaſurer offered, at the ſame time, a warrant, 
or other inſtrument, to her, already prepared in order 
to be ſigned, becauſe he prefumed to reckon upan her 
conſent before hand, ſhe would not; and thus the af- 
fair would ſometimes lie for ſeveral months together, 
altho' the thing were ever ſo reaſonable, or that even the 
Public ſuffered by the delay. So that this miniſter had 
no other remedy but to let her Majeſty take her own 
time, which never failed to be the very longeſt that the 
nature of the thing could ſuffer her to defer it. | 
When this promotion was made, Mr Secretary St 


Jobn, whoſe merits and pretenſions, as things then ſtood, 


were far ſuperior to any, was purpoſely left out, be- 
cauſe the court had need of his great abilities, the fol- 
lowing ſeſlion, in the Houſe of Commons; and the 
peace, being then upon the anvil, he was beſt able to 
explain and juſtify the ſeveral ſteps towards it; which 
he accordingly did with invincible reaſon and univer- 
fal applauſe. When the ſeſſion was over, the Queen 

thought fit to give him a title; and, that he might not 


loſe his rank, created him Viſcount. There had been 


an Earldom in his name and family, lately extin& ; 
(though a Barony fell to a collateral branch in the per- 
825 | On E | - ſon 
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ſon of an infant), and the Secretary, being of the ſame 


houſe, expected and. defired the ſame degree. For, he 
reaſoned, that, making him a Viſcount, would be but 
rigorous juſtice, and he hoped he might pretend to 


ſome mark of favour. But the Queen could not be 


prevailed with 5 becauſe, to ſay the truth, he was not 
much, At that time, in her good graces; ſome women 
about the court having infuſed an opinion into her, that 
he was not ſo regular in his life as he ought; to be. 
The Secretary laid the whole blame of this —— 
ment upon the Earl of Oxford, and freely told me, that 
he would never depend upon the Earl's friendſhip as 
long as he lived, nor have any further commerce with 
him, than what was neceſſary for carrying on the pu- 
blic ſervice. And although I have good reaſon to be 
aſſure , that the Treaſurer was wholly innocent in this 
point, as both himſelf and Lady Maſbam then proteſted 
to me, yet my Lord Bolingbroke thought the appearan- 
ces were ſo ftrong, that I was never able to bring bim 


© Over to my opinion. 


The diviſions between theſe two great 1 men began to 
ſplit the court into parties; Harcourt, Lord Chancellor, 
e Dukes of Shrewſbury and Argyle, Sir William I ind. 
p 4 and one or two more, - adhered to the Secretary; 
the reft were either neuters, or inclined to the Treaſu- 
rer, whether from policy or gratitude, although they 
all agreed to blame and lament, his myſterious and pro- 
craſtinating manner in acting; which the ſtate of af- 
fairs, at that time, could very ill admit, and muſt have 
rendered the Earl of Oxford inexcuſable, if the Queen's 
obſtinate temper had not put him under the neceſſity of 
exerting thoſe talents Wherewith, it muſt be confeiled, 
his nature was already too well covided. 
This miniſter had ſtronger 5 44 than the Secreta- 
ry, but kept them under ſtricter 1 : My Lord 
Bolingbroke was of a nature frank and open; and, as 
men of great genius are ſuperior to common rules, he 
ſeldom gave himſelf the trouble of diſguiſing, or ſub- 
.duing his reſentmetits, although he was, ready enough 
to forget them. In matters of ſtate, as the, Earl was 
too reſerved, - ſo, perhaps, the other was too free; not 


from any incontinency of talk, but from the mere con- 
: tempt 
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tempt of multiplying ſecrets ; although the graver 
counſellors imputed this liberty of ſpeech to vanity, or 
lightneſs. And, upon the whole, no two men could 
differ more in their diverſions, their ſtudies, their ways 
of tranſacting buſineſs, their choice of company, or 
miner of conferfation; r ren 
The Queen, who was well informed of theſe animo- 
fities among her ſervants, 'of which her own dubious. 
management had been the original cauſe, began to find, 
and lament the ill conſequences of them in her affairs, 
both at home and abroad; and to lay the blame upon 
her Treaſurer, whoſe greateſt fault, in his whole mi- 
niſtry, was too much compliance with his Miſtreſs, by 
which his meaſures were often diſconcerted, and him- 
ſelf brought under ſufpicton by his friends. 
Jam very confident, that this alter: Hon in the 
Queen's temper, towards the Earl of Oxfora; could ne- 
ver have appeared, if he had not thought fit to make 
one ſtep in politics which I have not been able to ap- 
prehend. When the Queen firſt thought of making a 
change among her ſervants, after Doctor SachewverePs 
trial, my Lady Maſbam was very much heard and truſt- 
ed upon that point, and it was by her intervention Mr 
Harley was admitted into her Majeſty's preſence: That 
Lady was then in high favour with her Miſtreſs, which, 
I believe, the Earl Was not ſo very ſedulous to cultivate 
or preſerve, as if he had it much at heart, nor was al- 
together ſorry, when he ſaw it under ſome degree of de- 
elination. The reaſons for this muſt Be drawn from 
the common nature of mankind, and the incompatibi- 1 
tity of power: Bat the juncture was not favourable for | 
ſuch a refinement, becaufe it was early known to all, 
who had but looked into the court, that this Lady muſt - 
have a ſucceſſor, who, upon pique and principle, would 
do ail in her power to obſtruct his proceedings. My 
Lady Maſham was a perſon of a plain, ſound under- 
ſtanding, of great truth and fincerity, without the leaſt 
mixture of falſehood or diſguiſe; of an honeſt boldneſs 
and conrage, ſuperior to her ſex; firm and diſinteteſted 
in her friendſhip, and full of love, duty, and veneration 
for the Queen her Miſtreſs: Talents as ſeldom found, 
or | ſought for in a court, as unlikely to thrive while . 
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they are there: So that nothing could then be more 
unfortunate to the public, than a coldneſs between this 
Lady and the firſt miniſter; nor a greater miſtake in 
the latter, than to ſuffer or connive at the leſſening of 
her credit, which he quickly ſaw removed very difad. 
vantageouſly to another object *, and wanted the effects 
of, when his own was ſunk in the only domeſtic affair 
for which [ ever knew him under any concern. 5 
While the Queen's favour to the Earl was thus gra- 
dually leflening, the breaches between him and his 
friends grew every day wider, which he looked upon 
with great indifference, and ſeemed to have his thoughts 
only turned upon finding out ſome proper opportunity 
for delivering up his ſtaff: But this her Majeſty would 
not then admit; becauſe, indeed, it was not eaſy to de- 
termine who ſhould ſucceed him. 
In the midſt of theſe diſpoſitions at court, the Queen 
fell dangerouſly fick at Windſor, about Chriſtmas 171 
It was confidently reported in town, that ſhe was dead; 
and the heads of the expecting party were ſaid to have 
various meetings - thereupon, and a great hurrying of 
chairs and coaches to and from the Earl of Wharton's 
houſe's Whether this were true or not, yet thus much 
is certain, that the expreflions of joy appeared very fre- 
quent and loud among many of that party ; which pro- 
ceeding men of form did not allow to be altogether de- 
cent. A meſſenger was immediately diſpatched, with 
an account of the Queen's illneſs, to the Treaſurer, who 
was then in town; and, in order to ſtop the report of 
her death, appeared. next day abroad, in his chariot, 
with a pair of. horſes, and did not go down to Windſor 
till bis uſual time. Upon his arrival there the danger 
was over, but not the fright, which ſtill ſat on every 
body's face, and the account given of the confuſion 
and diſtraction the whole court had been under, is 
hardly to be conceived: Upon which the Treaſurer 
ſaid to me, Whenever any thing ails the Queen, 
<« theſe people are out of their wits ; and yet, they are 
« fo thoughtleſs, that, as ſoon as ſhe is well, they act as 
ce if ſhe were immortal.” I had ſufficient reaſon, both 
before and ſince, to allow his obſervation to OR 
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and that ſome ſhare of it might, with juſtice, be applied 
ta i, 0 5. 4 1 s 
The Queen had early notice of this behaviour among 
the diſcontented leaders, during her illneſs. It was, 
indeed, an affair of ſuch a nature, as required no ag- 
gravation; which, however, would not have been Want 
ing, the women of both parties, who then attended her 
Majeſty, being well diſpoſed to repreſent it in the 
ſtrongeſt light. The reſult was, that the Queen im: 
mediately laid aſide all her ſchemes and viſions of res 
conciling the two oppoſite intereſts, and entered upon 
a firm reſolution of adhering to the old Engliſh princt» 
ples, from an opinion that the ad verſe party waited: im- 
patiently for her death, upon views little confilting (as 
the language and opinion went then) with the ſafety 
of the conſtitution, either in church. or ſtate. She, 
therefore, determined to fall into all juſt and proper 
methods, that her miniſters ſhould adviſe her to, for 
the preſervation and continuance of both. This 1 was 
quickly aflured of, not only by.the Lord Chancellor, 
and Lord Bolingbroke, but by the Treaſurer himſelf. - 

I confeſs myielf to have been thoroughly perſuaded 
that this incident would perfectly reconcile! the mini- 
ſters, by uniting them in purſuing one general intereſt; 
and, conſidering no farther than what was fitteſt to be 
done, I could not eaſily foreſee any objections, or dif- 
ficulties that the Earl of Oxford would make; I had, 
tor ſome time, endeavoured to cultivate the ſtricteſt 

friendſhip between him and the General “, by telling 

both of them, (Which happened to be the truth) how W 

kindly they ſpoke of each other; and by convincing 
the latter of what advantage ſuch an union muſt be to 

her Majeſty's ſervice. There was an affair upqn which all 
our friends laid a more than ordinary weight, Among 
the horſe and foot- guards appointed to attend on the 
Queen's perſon, ſeveral officers: took every occaſion, 
with great freedom and bitterneſs of ſpeech, to revile 
the miniſtry, upen the ſubject of the peace and the Pre- 
tender, not without many groſs expreſlions againſt the 

Queen herſelf; ſuch as, I ſuppoſe, will hardly be 

thought on or attempted, but certainly not ſuffered un- 
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der the preſent powers. Which proceeding, beſides 
the indignity, begot an opinion, that her Majeſty's 
perſon might be better guarded than by ſuch keepers, 
who, after attending at court, or at the levee of the 
General or firſt miniſter, adjourned, to publiſh their diſ- 
affection in coffee-houſes and gaming-ordinaries, with- 
out any regard to decency or truth. It was propoſed, 
that ten or a dozen of the leaſt diſcreet among theſe 
gentlemen ſhould be obliged to ſell their poſts in the 
guards ; and that two or three, who had gone the 
greateſt lengths, ſhould have a price fixed for their com- 
miſſions, ſomewhat below the exorbitant rate uſually 
demanded for a few years paſt. The Duke of Ormond 
defired but ten thouſand pounds to make the matter 
eaſy to thoſe officers who were to ſucceed ; which ſum, 
his*Grace told me, the Treaſurer had given him en- 
couragement to expect, although he pleaded preſent 
want of money: And, I cannot but ſay, that, having 
often, at the Duke's deſire, preſſed this miniſter to ad- 
vance the money, he gave me ſuch anſwers as made me 
think he really intended it: But JI was quickly unde- 
ceived; for, expoſtulating ſome days after with him 
upon the ſame ſubject, after great expreſſions of eſteem 
and friendſhip for the Duke of Ormond, and mention- 
ing ſome ill-treatment he had received from his friends, 
he ſaid, he knew not why he ſhould do other people's 
work. The truth is, that, except the Duke, my Lord 
Trevor, and Mr Secretary Bromley, I could not find he 
had one friend left of any conſequence in her Majeſty's 
ſervice. The Lord Chancellor, Lord Belingbroke, and 
Lady Maſham, openly declared againſt him; to whom 
were joined the Biſhop of Rocheſter * and ſome others. 
Dartmouth, then Privy-feal, and Paulet, Lord Steward, 
Rood neuters, The Duke of Sgreauſbury hated the 
Treaſurer, but facrificed all reſentments to eafe, profit, 
and power; and was then in Ireland acting a part di- 
rectly oppoſite to the court, which he had ſagacity e- | 
nough to foreſee might quickly turn to account ; ſo 
that the Earl of Oxford Rood almoſt ſingle, and every 
day found a viſible declenfion of the Queen's A 
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wards him; which he took but little care to redreſs, 
defiring nothing ſo much as leave to deliver up his 
ſtaff. - Which, however, as conjunctures then ſtood, he 


was not able tò obtain; his adverſaries not having de- 


termined where to place it: Neither was it, upon ſe- 
veral accounts, a work ſo proper to be done, while the 
parliament ſat, where the miniſtry had already loſt too 
much reputation, and eſpecially in the Houſe of Lords. 


By what I could gather from ſeveral diſcourſes with the 
- Treaſurer, it was not very difficult to find out how he 


reaſoned with himſelf. The Church- Party continued 
violently bent to have ſome neceſſary removals made in 
the guards, as well as a further change in the civil em- 
ploy ments through the kingdom. All the great offi- 


cers about the court, or in her Majeſty's ſervice, ex- 


cept the Duke of Shrewſbury and one or two more, 


were in the ſame opinion ; the Queen herſelf, fince her 
laſt illneſs at Wind/or, had the like diſpoſitions ; and, 


I think, it may appear from ſeveral paſſages already 
mentioned, that the blame of thoſe delays, fo often 
complained of, did not originally lie at the Earl of 
Oxford's door. But the ſtate of things was very much 


changed by ſeveral incidents: The Chancellor, Lord 


Bolingbroke, and Lady Maſham, had intirely forſaken 
him, upon ſuſpicions I have mentioned before; which, 


although they were founded on miſtake, yet he would 


never be at the pains to clear; and, as he firſt leſſened 


his confidence with the Queen, by preſſing her upon 


thoſe very points, for which his friends accuſed him 
that they were not performed; ſo, upon her change of 
fentiments, after her recovery, he loſt all favour and 


credit with her, for not ſeconding - thoſe new reſolu- 


tions from which ſhe had formerly been ſo averfe. 


Beſides he knew as well as all others who were near the 
court, that it was hardly pofſible the Queen could ſur- 
vive many months; in which caſe, he muſt of neceſſity 


bring upon him the odium and vengeance of the ſucceſ- 
for, and of that party which muſt then be predominant, 


who would quickly unravel all he had done: Or; if 
her Majeſty ſhould hold out longer than it was reaſo- 


nable to expect, yet, aſter having done a work that 


muſt procure him many new enemies, he could expect 
4 29 | nothing 
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nothing but to be diſcharged in diſpleaſure. Upon 
theſe reaſons he continued his excuſes to the Duke of 
Ormond, ſor not advancing the money; and, during 
the ſix laſt months of his miniſtry, would enter into no 
affairs but what immediately concerned the buſineſs of 
his office. That whole period was nothing elſe but a 
ſcene of murmuring and diſcontent, quarrel and miſ- 
underſtanding, animoſity and hatred, between him and 
his former friends. In the mean time the Queen's 
countenance was wholly changed towards him; ſhe 
"complained of his filence and ſullenneſs; and, in re- 
turn, gave him every day freſh inſtances of neglect or 
difpleature, * 
The original of this quarrel among the miniſters, 
which had been attended with ſo many ill conſequen- 
ces, began firſt between the Treaſurer and Lord Bo/ing- 
broke, trom the cauſes and incidents I. have already 
mentioned; and might, very probably, have been pre- 
vented, if the Treaſurer had dealt with leſs reſerve, ar 
the Lord Bolingbroke had put that confidence in him 
which ſo ſincere a friend might reaſonably have ex- 
pected, Neither, perhaps, would a reconcilement have 
been an affair of much difficulty, if their friends on 
both ſides had not too much obſerved the common 
prudential forms of not caring to intermeddle; which, 
together with the addition of a ſhrug, was the conſtant 
anſwer I received from moſt of them, whenever I preſ- 
ſed them upon the ſubject. I cannot tell whether my 
Lord Trevor may be excepted, becauſe I had little ac- 
quaintance with him, although I am inchned to the 
negative. Mr Prior, who was much loved and eſteem- 
ed by them both, as he well deſerved, upon the ac- 
count of every virtue that can Taue a man for pri- 
vate converſation, might have been the propereſt per- 
ſon for ſuch a work, if he could have thought it to con- 
ſiſt with the prudence of a courtier; but, however, he 
was abſent in France at thoſe junctures when it was 
chiefly neceſſary. And to ſay the truth, moſt perſons 
had ſo avowedly declared themſelves on one ſide or the 
other, that theſe two great men had hardly a common 
friend left except myſelf. I had ever been treated 
with great kindneſs by them both; and 1 nen 
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that what I wanted in weight and credit might be made 
up with fincerity and freedom. The former they ne- 
ver doubted, and the latter they had conſtant experi- 
ence of: I had managed between them for almoſt two 
years; and their candour was ſo great, that they had 
not the leaſt jealouſy or ſuſpicion of me. And I thoyght 
I had done wonders, when, upon the. Queen's being 
laſt at Vindſor, I put them in a coach to go thither by 
appointment, without other company; where they would 


have four hours time to come to a good underſtandings 


but, in two days after, I learned from them both that 
nothing was done. 4 94300 12937 | 
There had been three biſhoprics for ſome time vacant 
in Ireland, and I had prevailed on the Earl of Oxford, 
that one of them ſhould be divided. Accordingly, four 
divines of that kingdom were named to the Queen, and 
approved by her; but, upon ſome difficulties not worth 
mentioning, the Queen's mandatory letters to Ireland 
had been delayed: I preſſed the Treaſurer everyweek, 
while her Majeſty was at Wind/or, and every day after 
her return, to finiſh this affair, as a'point of great con- 
ſequence to the church in that kingdom ; and, growing 
at length impatient of ſo many excuſes, I fell into ſome 
_ paſſion, when his Lordſhip freely told me, that he had 
een earneſt with the Queen upon har matter, about 
ten times the laſt fortnight, but without effect; and 
that he found his credit wholly at an end. This hap» 
pened about eleven weeks before the Queen died: And, 
two nights after, ſitting with him and Lord Bolingbroke, 
in Lady Mafham's lodgings at St James's, for ſome 
hours; I told the Treaſurer, that, having deſpaired of 
any reconciliation between them, I had only ſtaid ſome 
time longer to forward the diſpoſal of-thoſe biſhoprics 
in Jrelaud, which ſince his Lordſhip told me was out of 
his power, 1 now reſolved to retire immediately, as 
from an evil could neither help to redreſs, nor endure 
the ſight of: That, before I left them, I deſired they 
would anſwer me two queſtions : Firſt, Whether theſe 
miſchiefs might not be remedied in two minutes? And, 
ſecondly, Whether, upon the preſent foot, the miniſtry 
would not be infallibly ruined in two months? Lord 
Bolingbroke anſwered to each queſtion in the affirmative, 
: and 
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and approved of my reſolution to retire; but the Trea- 
furer, after his manner, evaded both, and only deſired 
me to dine with him next day. However, I immediate- 
ly went down to a friend in Berkſhire; to await the iſ- 
ſue, which ended in the removal of my Lord Treaſu- 
rer, and, three days after, in her Majeſty's death. 
Thus I have, with ſome pains, recollected ſeveral 
pailages, 'which I thought were moſt material for the 
ſatisfaction of thoſe who appear ſo much at a loſs upon 
the unaccountable quarrels of the late miniſtry. For, 
indeed, it looked like a riddle, to ſee perſons of great 
and undiſputed abilities, called by the Queen to her ſer- 
vice, in the place of others with whoſe proceedings ſhe 
was diſguſted, and with great ſatisfaction to the clergy, 
the landed intereſt, and body of the people, running, 
on a ſudden, into ſuch a common beaten court- track 
of ruin, by divifions among themſelves ; not only with- 
out a viſible cauſe, but with the ſtrongeſt appearances 
to the contrary, and without any refuge to the uſual ex- 
cuſe of evil inſtruments, or cunning adverſaries, to blow 
the coals of diſſenſion; for the work was entirely their 
Wo up ny 8 5 
I impute the cauſe of theſe misfortunes to the Queen, 
who, from any, of hands ſhe had employed, and 
reaſonings ſhe had heard fince her coming to the'crown, 
was grown very fond of moderating ſchemes, which, as 
things then ſtood, were by no means reducible to prac- 
tice ; ſhe had likewiſe a good ſhare of that adherence 
to her own opinions, which is uſually charged upon her 
ſex. And, laſtly, (as I before obſerved) having re- 
<eived ſome hints that ſhe had formerly been too much 
governed, ſhe grew very difficult to be adviſed. 
The next in fault was the Treaſurer, who, not be- 
ing able to influence the Queen in many points, with 
relation to party, which his friends and the kingdom 
ſeemed to have much at heart, would needs take all 
the blame on himſelf, from a known principle of ſtate- 
prudence, that a firſt miniſter muſt always preſerve the 
reputation of power: But I have ever thought, that 
there are few maxims in politics, which, at ſome con- 
junctures, may not be very liable to an exception. 
The Queen was by no means inclined to make many 
5.20 %% ̃ changes 
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changes in employments ; ſhe was, poſitive in her na- 
ture, and extremely given to delay. And ſurely theſe 
were no proper qualities for a chief miniſter to perſonate 
towards his neareſt friends, who were brought into em- 
ployment upon very different views and promiſes. Nor 
could any reputation of power be worth preſerving at 
the expence of bringing ſincerity into queſtion. I re- 
member, upon a Saturday, when the miniſters and one 
or two friends of the Treaſurer conſtantly met to dine 
at his houſe, one of the company attacked him very 
warmly, on account that a certain Lord, who perpe- 
tually oppoſed the Queen's meaſures, was not diſmiſ- 
ſed from a great employment, which, beſides other ad- 
vantages, gave that Lord the power of chuling ſeveral 
members of parliament, The Treaſurer evaded the 
matter with his uſuat anſwer, that this was whipping 
day: Upon which the Secretary Bolingbroke, turning to 
me, ſaid, It was a ſtrange thing that my Lord Oxford 
would not be ſo kind to his friends, and fo juſt to his 
own innocence, as to vindicate himſelf where he had- 
no blame; for, to his knowledge and the Chancellor's, 
(who was then alſo preſent) the Treaſurer had frequent- 
ly and earneſtly moved the Queen upon that very point 
without effect: Whereupon, this Miniſter finding him- 
ſelf preſſed ſo far, told the company, that he had at 
laſt prevailed with her Majeſty, and the thing would 
be done in two days, which followed accordingly. I 
mention this fact as an inſtance of the Earl of Oxford's. 
diſpoſition to preſerve ſome reputation of power in him- 
ſelf, and remove all blame from the Queen ; and this, 
to my particular knowledge, was a frequent caſe ; but 
how far juſtifiable in point of prudence, I have already 
given my opinion. However, the Treaſurer's friends 
were yet much more to blame than himſelf : He had 
abundance of merit with them all, not only upon ac- 
count of the public, the whole change of the miniſtry 
having been effected without any intervention of theirs, 
by him and Lady Mafam; but, likewiſe, from the 
conſequence of that change, whereby the greateſt em- 
ployments of the kingdom were divided among them, 
and therefore, in common juſtice as well as prudence, 
they ought to have been more indulgent to his real 
1 failings, 
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6 An Inquiry rnto the Behaviour 
failings, rather than ſuſpe@ him of imaginary ones, as 
they often did, through ignorance, refinement, or miſ. 
take: And I mention it to the honour of the Secreta 
Bolingbroke, as well as of the Treaſurer, that having 
myſelf, upon many occaſions, joined with the former 
in quarrelling with the Earl's conduct upon certain 
points, the Secretary would, in a little time after, 
frankly own that he was altogether miſtaken, = 
Luaſtly, I cannot excuſe the remiſſneſs of thoſe, whoſe 
buſinefs it ſnould have been, as it certainly was their 


intereſt, to have interpoſed their good offices for healing 


this unhappy breach among the miniſters: But of ghis 
1 have already ſpoken, e 
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[Written about a Year after.] 


H Avixd proceeded thus far, I thought it would be 


1 4 unneceflary to ſay any thing upon the other head, 
relating to the deſign of bringing in the Pretender: 
For, upon the Earl of Oxford's impeachment, the gen- 
tlemen of the prevailing ſide aſſured me, that the whole 
myſtery would be ſoon laid open to the world, and were 
ready to place the merit of their cauſe upon that iſſue: 
This diſcovery we all expected from the Report of the 


Secret Committee: But, when that treatiſe appeared, 


{whoever were the compilers) we found it to be rather 


the work of a luxuriant fancy, an abſolute ſtate-pamph- 
let, arguing for a cauſe, than a dry recital of facts, or 


a tranſcript of letters; and, for what related to the 
Pretender, the authors contented themſelves with in- 
forming the public, that the whole intrigue was pri- 


vately carried on in perſonal treaties between the Earl 


of Oxford and the Abbe Gaultier, which muſt needs be 


a doctrine hard of digeſtion to thoſe who have the leaf || 
knowledge either of the Earl or the Abbe, or upon | 


what 
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what foot the latter-ſtood at that time with the Exgliþ 
miniſtry: I conceive that whoever is at diſtance enough 
to be out of fear either of a vote or a meſſenger, wall 
be as eaſily: brought to believe all the Popiſh legends 
together. And to make ſuch an aſſertian, in a public 
report delivered to the Houſe of Commons, withont 
the leaſt attempt to prove it, will ſome time or other 
be reckoned ſuch a ſtrain upon truth and probabilit 
as is hard to be equalled in a Spaniſb romance. I think 
it will be allowed, that the articles of high treaſon 
drawn up againſt the Earl were not altogether founded 
upon the report, or at leaſt that thoſe important hints 
about bringing in the Pretender were more proper ma- 
terials to furniſh out a pamphlet than an impeachment; 
ſince this accuſation hath no part even among the high 
crimes and miſdemeanors. i 

But, notwithſtanding all this, and that the Earl of 
Oxford, after two years reſidence; in the Tower, was at 
length diſmiſſed without any trial; yet the reproach 
ſtill went on, that the Queen's laſt miniſtry, in concert 
with their Miſtreſs, were deeply engaged in a deſign 
to ſet the Pretender upon the throne. The cultivating 
of which accuſation I impute to the great goodneſs of 
thoſe in power, who are ſo gracious to aſſign a reaſon, 
or at leaſt give a countenanee for that ſudden and u- 
niverſal ſweep they thought fit to make on their firſt 
appearance; whereas they might as well have ſpared 
that ceremony, by a ſhort recourſe to the royal prero- 
gative, which gives every Prince a liberty of chuſing 
what ſervants he will. OY | 5 

There are two points which I believe myſelf able to 
make out. Firſt, that neither the late Queen nor her 
miniſters did ever entertain a deſign of bringing in the 
Pretender during her Majeſty's life, or that he ſhould 


ſucceed after her deceaſe. et e 
- Secondly, that if they conceived ſuch a deſign, it 
was abſolutely neceſſary to proſecute it from the firſt 
year of their miniſtry; becauſe, for at leaſt a year be- 
fore the Queen's death, it was impoſſible to have put 
ſuch a deſign iin erention t ꝛ 444 4 

J muſt premiſe with three eireumſtances which have 
a great effect on me, and muſt have the like upon 

Vol. X. | ER © thoſe 


the Queen or the miniſtry to have any favourable re- 


ring the eourſe of the late miniſtry, upon occaſion of 


man (except thoſe who profeſſed to be Nonjurors) that 


mount to above five or fix, among which one was a 
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"thoſe among my friends who have any tolerable:opi- 
nion of my veracity, and it is only thoſe that I offer 
them. e LEN 24653 „„ 
T remember, during the late treaty of peace, dif. 
courſing at ſeveral times with ſome very eminent per- 
ſons of the oppoſite ſide, with whom I had long ac. 
*quaintance, I aſked them ſeriouſly, whether they or 
any of their friends did in earneſt believe. or ſuſpect, 


gards towards the Pretender ? They ali confeſſed” for 
themſelves, that they believed nothing of the matter; 
and particularly a perſon, at preſent in great employ- 
ment, ſaid to me with much frankneſs, You ſet up 
the Church and Sachewerel againſt us, and we ſet ap 
Frade and the Pretender againſt you.” „ 
The ſecond point I would obſerve 1s this, That, du- 


the libels every day thrown about, I had the curiofity 
to aſk almoſt every-perſon in * employment, whe- 
ther they knew, or had heard, of any one particular 


diſcovered the leaſt inclination towards the Pretender ; 
and the whole number they could muſter up did not a- 


certain old Lord lately dead, and one a private gentle- 
man, of litcle conſequence, and of a broken fortune: 
Yet I do not believe myſelf to have omitted any one 
great man that came in my way, except the Duke of 
Buckingham, in whoſe company I never was above once 
or twice at moſt: I am, therefore, as confident as a 
man can be of any truth which will not admit a de- 
monſtration, that, upon the Queen's death, if we except 
Papiſts and Nonjurors, there could not be five hundred 
perſons in England, of all ranks, who had any thoughts 
of the Pretender; and, among theſe, not fix of any qua- 
lity or conſequence : But how it hath come to paſs 
that ſeveral millions are ſaid to have ſince changed 
their ſentiments, it ſhall not be my part to inquire. 
The laſt point is of the ſame ſtrain, and I offer it, 
like the two former, to convince only thoſe who are 
willing to believe me on my own word; that having 
been, for the ſpace of almoſt four years, very negriy 
hg 2 — , an 
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and perpetually converſant. with thoſe. who had the 
greateſt ſhare of power, and this, in their times of lei- 
ſure as well as buſineſs, I could never hear one ſingle 
word to be let fall in favour of the Pretender, although 
] was curious enough to obſerve, in a particular man- 
ner, what paſſed upon that ſubjeR. And I cannot. but 
think; that, if ſuch-an affair had been in agitation, I 
muſt have had either very bad luck, or a very ſmall: 
ſhare of common underſtanding, not to have diſcover... 
ed ſome grounds, at leaſt, for ſuſpicion. - Becauſe 1 
never yet knew a miniſter of ſtate, or indeed any other 
man. ſo great a maſter. of ſecrecy, as to be able, among 
thoſe he nearly converſed with, wholly to conceal his 
opinions, however he may cover his deſigns. This I 

ſay, upon a ſuppoſition that they would have held on 
the maſk always before me, which, however, I have 
no reaſon to believe... And, I. confeſs, it is with the 
expence of ſome pattence that. I hear this matter ſum-- 
marily determined by thoſe who had no advantages of 
knowing any thing that paſſed, ptherwiſe than what they 
found in a libel or a-coftee-heule; or, at.beſt, from ge- 
neral reaſonings built upon miſtaken facts. Now, al- 
though what I have hitherto ſaid. upon this point can 
have no influence further than my own perſonal credit 
reacheth, yet, I confeſs, I ſhall never be brought to 
change my. opinion, till. ſome one, who had more op- 
portunities than I, will be able to produce any ſingle 
particular from the letters, the difcourles, or the ac- 
tions of thoſe miniſters, as a proof of what they al. 
ledge, which hath not yet been attempted or pretend. 
ede 7 1 . 5 X | | | 
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But, I believe, there may be- ſeveral arguments of 
another nature produced, which can make it very evi- 
dent to thoſe who will hear reaſon, that the Queen's 
miniſters never had it in their thoughts to alter the ſuc-- 
ceſſion of the Cron. 4 4 + Logged i W 33 
For, firſt, when her Majeſty had determined to change, 
her ſervants, it is very well known that thoſe, whom 
ſhe appointed to ſucceed them, were generally account- 
ed favourers of what is called the Low- church party, 
not only my Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, and Harcourt, . 
but a great majority of the reſt: Among which I can. 
„ * immediately 
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immediately name the Dukes of Shreuiſbury, Newenftle, 
and Argyle; the Earls of Peterborow, Rivers, | Strafford, 
Hay, and Orrery; the Lords Manſel, and Maſham, with 
ſeveral others whom I cannot at preſent recollect. 
Whereas, of the other party, the Dukes of Ormond and 
Bactingbam, and the Earl of 'Darimouth, were the only 
perſons introduced at firſt, and very few afterwards : 
Which, I ſuppoſe, will clearly evince, that the bring- 
ing in of the Pretender was not the original ſcheme of 
ſuch miniſters, and that they were by no means proper 
_ inftruments-for ſuch a work. V 
And whoever kpew any thing of the Queen's diſpo- 
ſition, muſt believe ſne had no inclinations at all in fa. 
vour of the Pretender: She was highly and publicly 
diſpleaſed with my Lord Bo/zngbrote, becauſe he was 
ſeen under the ſame roof with that perſon at an Opera, 
when his Lordſhip was ſent. to Frauce upon ſome diffi- 
culties about the peace; Her Majeſty ſaid, that he 
ought immediately to have withdrawn, upon the ap- 
pearance of the other; wherein, to ſpeak with free- 
dom, I think her judgment was a little miſtaken And, 
at her toilet, among her women, when mention Hap- 
ned to be made of the Chevalier, ſhe would frequent- 
ly let fall expreſſions of ſuch a nature, that made it 
manifeſt how little ſhe deſerved thoſe re proaches which 
have been caſt on her fince her death, upon that ac- 
count. 2 le RE PENS I Fa x En 
Beſides, I have already ſaid that her Majeſty began 
thoſe changes at court for no other cauſe than her per- 
ſonal diſpleaſure againſt a certain family, and thei 
allies; and from the hope ſhe had to obtain a peace, 
by the removal of ſome whoſe intereſt it was to obſtruct 
it: That when the former Chancellor, Preſident, and 
others came to her, determined to deliver up their em- 
loyments, ſhe preſſed them ſomewhat more than it 
hs her dignity, to continue in their ſtations; of 


Which, I ſuppoſe, my Lord Coæuper is yet a living wit- 
U— d ¼ ße ¼ / / ß !... 
I am forced to repeat what I have before obſerved, 
that if was with the utmoſt difficulty the could be ever 
perſuaded to diſmiſs any perſon upon the ſcore'of par. 
ty, and that ſhe drove her miniſters into the greateſt 
nn On 7 diſtreſs, 


3 
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diſtreſs, upon my I,ord Nattingham's. vote againſt any 


peace without Spain, for want of ſpeaking to one or 
two depending Lords, although with the laſt danger 
of breaking the meaſures ſhe was moſt fond of towards 
ſettling the repoſe of Europe. She had, beſides, upon 
the removal of the Ducheſs of Marlborough, choſen. a- 
nother great Lady + to ſucceed, who quickly K is 
to higher credit than all her miniſters together: A 
Lady openly profeſſing the utmoſt ayerhon from the 
perſons, the principles, and meaſures of thoſe vho. 
were then in power, and excelling all, even of her own 
ſex, in every art of inſinuation; And this her Majeſty 


thought fit to do, In oppoſition, to the endet, epre- 


. ta ET OE 9&1 LION 
promotions in the church, was their; being too violent 
in party. And a Lady, in high, favour. with her, hath 


candemn, her for too much party-zelll. 
| 1 4 18 N 00 g HY 454 1 + 1 
But, beſide, all this, there 1 Res 2 more ſtale. or 
antiquated cauſe than that of the Pretender, at the time 
when her Majeſty choſe her laſt miniſters, who were 


laden with. years: — want; ſo that if any 17 Were | 


evolution, it was, generally under- 
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the contrary opinion be defended, by arguing the pro- 
digious diſaffection at preſent, becauſe the ſame thing 
hath happened before from the ſame cauſes in our own 


country, and within the memory of man, although not 
with the ſame event. Fe l 


But ſuch a difaffeQion could hardly have been raiſed 


; againſt an abſent prince, who was only in expectation 
o 


F the throne; and, indeed, I cannot but reckon it as 
A very ſtrong argument for the good diſpoſition, both in 
the miniſtry and kingdom, towards the Houſe of Hano- 
der, that, during my Lord Oxford's adminiſtration, 
there was never thrown out the leaſt reflection againſt 
that illuſtrious Houſe, in any libel or pamphlet ; which 


would hardly have happened, if the ſmall party-writers 


could have thought, that, by ſuch a performance, they 
would have made their court to thoſe in power ; and 
which would certainly have been a very uſeful prelimi- 
nary, if any attempt had been intended towards alter- 
ing the ſucceſſion to the crown. But, however, to ſay 
the truth, invectives againſt the abſent, and with whom 
we have nothing to do, although they may render per- 
ſons little and contemptible, can hardly make them 
odious: For hatred is produced by motives of a very 
different nature; as experience hath ſhewn. And al- 
though politicians affirm it more eligible for a prince to 


be hated than deſpiſed, yet that maxim is better calcu- 


lated for an abſolute monarchy than for the climate of 
- England. But I am ſenſible this is a digreſſion; therefore 
The treaties made by her Majeſty with France and 
Spain, were calculated in ſeveral points directly againſt 
the Pretender, as he hath now found to his coſt, and 
as it 1s manifeſt to all the world. Neither could any 
thing be more ſuperficial than the politics of thoſe who 
— be brought to think that the Regent of France 
would ever engage in meaſures againſt the preſent King 
of England, and how the grimace of an ambaſſador's ta- 


= 


Feng or not taking his public character, as in the caſe of 
1 


the Earl of Stairs, ſhould ſerve fo long for an amuſement, 
cannot ſufficiently be wondered at. What can be plainer 
than that the chief intereſt of the Duke of Orleans is 
woven and twiſted with that of King George; and this, 
I Whether 


— 
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Whether it ſhall be thought convenient to ſuffer the 


young King of France to live longer, or not? For, in 


the ſecond caſe, the Regent perfectly agrees with our 
preſent King in this particular circumſtance, that the 
whole order of ſueceſſion hath been broken for his ſake; 
by which means he likewiſe will be incumbered with a 
Pretender, and thereby engaged, upon the ſtrongeſt 
motives, to prevent the union of France and Spain un- 
der one monarch. And, even in the other caſe, the 
chance of a boy's life, and his leaving heirs- male of 
his body, is ſo dubious, that the hopes of a crown to 
the Regent, or his children, will certainly keep that 
prince, as long as his power continues, very firm in 
his alliance with Eaglan lt. FP Ss tk 

And, as this deſign was originally intended and a- 
yowed by the Queen's miniſters, in their treaties with 
France and Spain, ſo the events have fully anſwered in 
every particular. The preſent King ſucceeded to theſe 
crowns with as hearty ard univerſal a diſpoſition of the 


people, as could poſſibly conſiſt with the grief for the 


loſs of ſo gracious and excellent a Princeſs as her late 
Majeſty : The parliament was' moſt unanimous in doing 
every thing that could endear them to a new Monarch. 


The general peace did entirely put an end to any 


defign which France or Spain might probably have laid 
to make a diverſion by an invaſjon upon Scot/ard, with 
the Pretender at the head, in caſe her Majeſty had hap- 
pened to die during the courſe of the war: And, upon 
the death of the late French King, the Duke of Or/eans 
fell immediately into the ſtricteſt meaſures with England; 


as the Queen and her miniſters eaſily foreſaw: it would 


be neceſſary for him to do, from every reaſon that could 


regard his own intereſt. If the Queen had died but a 
| ſhort time before the peace, and either of the two great 


powers engaged againſt us had thought fit to have 
thrown ſome troops into Scotland, although it could not 


have been a very agreeable circumſtance to a ſucceſſor 


and a ſtranger, yet the univerſal inclinations at that 
time in England towards the Houſe of Hanover, would, 
in all probability, have prevented the conſequences of 
ſuch an enterprize. But, on the other fide, if the war 
had continued a year longer than her Majeſty's life, 
and 
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and the ſame cauſes had been applied to produce the 
ſame effects upon the affections of the people, the iflue 
muſt inevitably have been either a long and bloody 
civil war, or a ſudden revolution. So that no incident 
could have arrived more effectual to fortify the King's 
title, and ſecure his poſſeſſion, than that very peace 
ſo much exploded by one party, and fo juſtly celebra- 
ted by the other; in continuing to declare which opi- 
nions, under the preſent ſituation of things, it is not 
very improbable that they may both be in jeſt. | 
But if any articles of that peace were like to endan- 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, how could it come to paſs 
that the Durch, who were guarantees of that ſucceſſion, 
and valued for zealous defenders of it, ſhould be ſo 
ready with their offers to comply with every article; and 
this for no greater a reward than a ſhare in the Aſfiento 
trade, which the oppoſers of peace repreſented to be 
only a trifle. That the fact is true, I appeal to Mon- 
fieur de Buys, who, upon ſome difficulties the miniftry, 
were under by the Earl of Nottingham's vote againſt 
any peace while Spain continued in the Beurbon family, 
undertook to make that matter eaſy, by getting a-full 
approbation from the. States, his Maſters, of all her 
Majeſty's proceedings, provided they might be ſharers 
in that trade. I can add this further, that ſome months 
after the concluſion of the peace, and amidſt all the ap- 
pearing diſcontents of the Durch, a gentleman who had 
long reſided in Holland, and was occaſionally employ- 
ed by the miniſters here, aſſured me that he had power 
from the Penſioner to treat with the Earl of Oxford, 
about ſending [hither an extraordinary. embaſly from 
Helland, to declare that the States were fully ſatisf.ed 
with the whole plan of the peace, upon certain condi- 
tions, which were eaſy and honourable, and ſuch as 
had no relation at all to the Pretender. How this hap- 
pened to fail, I never inquired, nor had any diſcourſe 
about it with thoſe in power. For then their affairs 
were growing deſperate, by their quarrels among them- 
ſelves, and by the Earl of Oxford's declination in the 
Queen's favour ; both which became ſo public, as well 
as her Majeſty's bad fate of health, that, I _— 
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thoſe e might eaſily cool, the Dutch politi- 
cians in that purſuit. 

I remember to have heard it objected again the late 
miniſtry, as an inſtance of their inclinagon! towards the 
Pretender, that they were careleſs. in, en a good 
correſpondence with the Houle, of Hanower,: And, on; 
the other fide, I know. very well What continual. pains, 
were employed to. ſatisfy, and inform the BleQor, and: 
his miniſters, in every ſtep taken. by her Majeſty, and. 
what offers were made to his, Highneſs for any 
further ſecurities of the ſucceſſion in him and his 
family, that could conſiſt with the honour and ſafety | 
of the Queen. To this purpoſe were all the inſtruc- 
tions given to Earl, Rivers, Mr Thomas Har/ey, Lord 
Clarendon, and ſome others But all endeavours, were 
rendered abortive by a fooliſh-, circumſtance, Which 
hath often made me remember the common obſervation, 
of the greateſt events depending frequently upon the 
loweſt, vileſt, and obſcureſt cauſes,: And this is never 
more verified than in courts, andi the iſſues of public 
affairs, whereof I could producg, from my o.] knows. 
ledge and obſervation, three or four nag ebe ee ind 
ſtances. I have ſeen an old bed: maker *,. by officiouſly,; 
going to one door When gratitude: as well as common 

S 


ſhould have; ſent her to another, become the in» = 


ſtrument of putting the nation to the expence of ſome 
| thouſand lives, and ſeveral millions of money. I have 
known as great an event from the ſtupidity, or wilfyl- 
neſs of a beggarly Dutghman t, who lingered on pur-> 
ay balf an hour at a viſit, when he had promiſed, to 
e ſomew here elſe. Of no greater dignity was that 
circumſtance, which rendered ineffectual all e ; 
of the late miniſtry to eſtabliſh themſelves in the ene 
graces, of the court of Hanover, as 1 ſhall particu arly.; 
relate in another work. It may ſuffice to bint at pre- 
ſent, that a delay in conveying a very inconſiderable 
. ito a very anf daredie 1 work. ann 15 gave 


Eta | 10 the | 
* Mrs . to the Queen, bee ts that 
ee by? 9 * Lady; MHaſbam. St rey va} 
reru Lord, Hunſalen, born and bred i in Holland: | 


f Reobit/ an, then at Hanover, but in the ſervice of pas ihe? 
PE Prince, it is not known how, got into ſome credit with the 


Elector. 
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the opportunity to a more induſtrious party, of cor-' 

rupting that channel through which all the ideas of 

the e diſpoſitions and deſigns of the Queen, the n e 8 
and the whole Britiſb nation were conveyed. 

Fhe ſecond point which 1 conceive myſelf able to- 
make out, is this: That, if the Queen s miniſters had, 
with or without the knowledge of their Miſtreſs, en- 
tertained any thoughts of altering the ſucceſſion in fa- 
vour of the Pretender, it was abſolutely neceſſary 0 
them to have begun, and proſecuted that deſign, as 
ſoon as they came into her Majeſty's ſervice. ' 
There were two circumſtances which would have 
made it neceſſary for them to have loſt no time. Firſt, 
becauſe it was a work that could not poſſibly be done 
on a ſudden. For the whole nation, almoſt to a man, 
excepting profeſſed Nonjurors, had conceived the ut- 
moſt abhorrence of a Popiſh ſucceſſor. And, as | have 
already obſerved, the ſcruple of conſcience, upon the 
Point of loyalty, was wholly confined to a few antiquæted 
eee who lay ſtarving in obſcurity. So that, in- 
order to have brought ſuch an affair about in a parlia- 
mentary way, ſome years muſt have been employed to 
turn the bent of the nation, to have rendered one per- 
ſon odious and another amiable; neither of which i is 
to be ſoon compaſſed towards abſent princes, unleſs by 
comparing them with thoſe of whom we have had __ 
ence, which was not then the caſe. . 

The other circumſtance was the bad condition of che 
1 Queen” s health; her Majeſty growing every day more 
unwieldy, and the 'gout, e diſorders, increaſing 
on her; ſo that whoever was near the court, for about the 
two laſt years of her reign, might boldly have ſixedthe pe - 
riod of her life to a very few months, without pretend- 
ing to propheſy. And how little a time the miniſters 
had for ſo great a work as that of changing the ſucceſſion 
of the crown, and how difficult the very attempt would 
have been, may be judged from the umbrage taken by 
ſeveral Lords of the Church-party, in the laſt year of 
her reign, who, appeared under an apprehenfion?that 
the very quarrels among the miniſters might poſſibly be 
of ſome diſadvantage to the Houſe of Hanover. And 
the univerſal declaration, both e Lords and Com- 

mons,. 


» 
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-mons; at that time, as well in favour of the Elector as 
againſt the Pretender, are an argument beyond all con- 
viction that ſome years muſt have been ſpent in alter- 
ing the diſpoſitions of the people. Upon this occa- 
fion, I ſhall not ſoon forget what a great miniſter then 
ſaid to me, and which I have been fince aſſured was 
likewiſe the Duke of Shrew/oury's opinion, That there 
could be no doubt of the Elector's undiſturbed ſucceſ- 
ſion; but the chief difficulty lay in the future diſaffec- 
tion of the church, and people, and landed intereſt, 
from that univerſal change of men and meaſures, which 
he foreſaw would arrive. And it muſt be, to all im- 
artial men, above a thouſand witneſſes, how innocent 
her Majeſty's ſervants were upon this article; that, 
knowing ſo well through What channels all favour was 
to paſs upon the Queen's demiſe, that, by their coming 
into power, they had utterly, and for ever, broken 
all meaſures with the oppoſite party; and that, in the 
beginning of their adminiſtration, there wanted not, 
perhaps, certain favourable junctures, which ſome fu- 
ture circumſtances would not have failed to cultivate 
yet their actions ſhewed them ſo far, from any view to- 
wards the Pretender, that they neglected purſuing 
thoſe meaſures which they had conſtantly in their power, 
not only ot ſecuring themſelves, but the intereſt of 
the church, without any violence to the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion in the perſon of the Elector. And this unhap- 
py neglect | take to have been the only diſgrace of 
their miniſtry. To prevent this evil was, I confeſs, 
the chief point wherein all my little politics termina- 
ted; and the methods were eaſy and obvious. But 
whoever goes about to gain favour with a prince by 
a a readineſs to enlarge his prerogative, although out of 
principle and opinion, ought to provide that he be not 
out-bid by another party, however n a con- 
trary principle. For I never yet read or heard of an 
party acting in oppoſition to the true intereſt of their 
country, whatever republican denominations th. y af- 
fected io be diſtinguiſhed by, who would not be con- 
tented to chaffer public liberty for perſonal power, or 
for an opportunity of gratifying, their revenge. O 
which truth Greece and Rome, as well as many AE 
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*Rates; will furniſh plenty ef examples. This reflection 

I could not well forbear, although it may be of little 
uſe further than to diſcover my own reſentment. And 
yet, perhaps, that misfortune ought rather to be im- 
puted to the want of concert und confidence, en ue 
*prudence or courage. 

J mult here take notice of s an accuſation ets op. 
on the late miniſtry, by the Houſe of Commons, that 
they put a lie, or falſehood, into the Queen's mouth, 
to be delivered to her perliament. Mr Themas Harley 
Was ſent to the Elector of Hanover with inſtructions, "4 
offer his Highneſs any further ſecurities, for ſettling 
the ſucceſſion in him and his family, that could: conſiſt 
with her Majeſty's honour and fafety. This gentle- 
man writ a letter to the Secretary of State, a little be- 
fore his return from Hanover; ſignifying in direct terms, 

that the Elector expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied in the Queen's 

3 and deſired tg live in confidence witi her. 

He writ to the ſame purpoſe to one of the Under: ſecre- 
- *taries, and mentioned the fact as a thing that much 
pleaſed him, and what he deſired might be as public 
as poſſible. Both theſe let ers 1 have read; and the 
Queen, as ſhe had reaſon to ſuppoſe, being ſuffciently 
authorized by this notice from her miniſter, made men- 
tion of that information in a ſpeech from the throne. 

If the fact were a lie, it is what I have not heard Mr 
Harley to have been charged with. From what hath 
fince paſſed in the world, I ſhould indeed be inclined 
to grant, it might have been a compliment in his High- 
neſs, and perhaps underſtood to be ſo by the Queen; 
but, without queſtion, her Majeſty had a ir excuſe to 
take the Elector according to the literal meaning of 
his words. And if this be ſo, the imputation of falſe- 
hood muſt remain where theſe accuſers of that excel- 
lent Princeſs's veracity will, 1 ſuppoſe, not Profeſs (at 
leaſt) an inclination to place it. 

J am very willing to mention the point, wherein, as 

T ſaid, all my little politics terminated, and wherein I 
may pretend to know that the miniſters were of the 
ſame opinion; and would have put it in practice, if it 
Had pleafed God to let them continue to o act with any 


kind of „ it 
. 1 have 
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have already obſerved, how well it was known at 
court what meaſures the Elector intended to follow, 
whenever his ſucceſſion ſhould take place; and what 
hands he would employ in the adminiſtration of his af- 
fairs. I have likewiſe mentioned ſome facts and rea- 


ſons, which influenced and fixed his Highneſs in that 


determination, notwithſtanding all poſſible endeayours 
to divert him from it. Now, if we confider the diſ- 


| 0. tions of England at that time, when almoſt the whole 


dy of the clergy, a N 60 of the landed intereſt, 


and of the people in general, were of the Church-party; 


it muſt be granted that one or two acts, which might 
have paſſed in ten days, would have put it utterly out of 
the power of the ſucceſſor to have procured a Houſe of 
Commons of a different ſtamp, and this with very little 
diminution to the prerogative; which acts might have 
been only temporary. For the uſual arts to gain par- 
liaments can hardly be applied with ſucceſs after the 
election, againſt a majority, at leaſt, of three in four; 
becauſe the trouble and expence would be too great, 
beſide the loſs of reputation. For, neither could ſuch 
a number of members find their account in point of 
profit, nor would the crown be at ſo much charge and 
hazard merely for the ſake of governing by a ſmall 
party, againſt the bent and genius of the nation. And, 

as to all attempts of influencing electors, they would 
have been ſufficiently provided for by the ſcheme in- 


tended. I ſuppoſe it need not be added, that the go- 


vernment of England cannot move a ſtep, while the 
Houſe of Commons continues to diſlike proceedings, 


or perſons employed, at leaſt in an age where parlia- 


ments are grown fo frequent, and are made fo neceſſa- 
ry: Whereas a miniſter is but the creature of a day; 
and a Houſe: of Lords bath been modelled in many 
reigns, by enlarging the number, as well as by other 
obvious ek pedien ts 8 


Tze judicious reader will ſoon comprehend how eaſi- 


ly the legiſlature, at that time, could have provided a- 
gainſt the power and influence of a court, or miniſtry, 
in future elections, without the leaſt injury to the ſuc- 


ceſſion, and even without the modern invention of per- 
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petuating themſelves; which, however, I muſt needs 
rant to be one of the moſt effectual, vigorous, and re- 
Bo proceedings that I have yet met with in reading 
or information. For the long parliament under King 
Charles I. although it ſhould be allowed of good autho- 
rity, will hardly amount to an example. 


I muſt again urge and repeat, that thoſe who charge 


1 the Earl of Oxford, and the reſt of that miniſtry, with 
3 ' deſign of eng the ſucceſſion of the crown in fa- 
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vour of the Pretender, will, perhaps, be at ſome dif- 

ficulty to fix the time when that defign was in agitation: 

f For, if ſuch an attempt had begun with their power, 

; it is not eaſy to aſſign a reaſon why it did nor ſucceed ;_ 

becauſe there were certain periods when her Majeſty 
"8 and her ſervants. were extremely popular, and the 
1 Houſe of Hazever not altogether fo much, upon ac- 
1 | count of ſome. behaviour and management in one or 
iÞ two of their miniſters here, and ſome other circumſtan- 
5 ces that may better be paſſed over in ſilence: All 
3 Wich, however, had no other conſequence than that 
Wo of repeated meſſages of kindneſs, and afſurance to the 
if Ele&or. During the laſt two years of the Queen's life, 
Wl Her health was in ſuch a condition, that it was wonder- 
WW - ed how ſhe could hold out ſo long: And then, as I 


have already obſerved, it was too late and hazardous 
to engage in an enterprize which required ſo much 
time, and which the miniſters themſelves had rendered 


Wt. impracticable by the whole courſe of their former pro- 
| ceedings, as well as by the continuance and heighten- 
1 ing of thoſe diſſenſions which had early riſen among 
1 The party now in power will eaſily agree that this 
Wi! deſign of overthrowing the ſucceſſion could not be 
Wi owing to any principle of conicience in thoſe whom 
1 they accuſe; for they knew very well, by their own ex- 
"0 | perience and obſervation, that ſuch kind of ſcruples 
1 have given but ſmall diſturbance of late years in theſe 
1 kingdoms. Since intereſt is therefore the only teſt by 
1 which we are to judge the intentions of thoſe who ma- 
_ [1 nage public affairs, it would have been but reaſonable 
BY to have ſhewn how the intereſt of the Queen's 1 
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ſters could be advanced by introducing the Pretender, 
before they were charged with ſuch an intention. Her 
Majeſty was ſeveral years younger than her intended 
ſucceſſor, and, at the beginning of that miniſtry, had 
no diſorders except the gout, which is not uſually 
reckoned a ſhortner of life; and thoſe in chief truſt 


were, generally ſpeaking, older than their Miſtreſs :: 


So that no perſons had ever a fairer proſpect of run- 


ning on the natural life of an Eng/i/b miniſtry; con- 


fidering, likewiſe, the general vogue of the kingdom, 
at that time, in their favour: And it will be hard to 
find an inſtance in hiſtory of a ſet of men, in full poſ- 


of overthrowing the government, without the viſible 


proſpect of a general defection, which (then at leaſt) 
was not to be hoped for. Neither do! believe it was 
ever heard of, that a miniſtry in ſuch circumſtances 
durſt engage in ſo dangerous an attempt, without the 
direct commands of their Sovereign; And as to the 
perſons then in ſervice, if they may be allowed to have 
common ſenſe, they would much ſooner have ſurren- 

dered their 'employments, than hazard the Joſs of their 
heads at ſo great odds, before they had tried or chan» 
ged the diſpofition of the parliament; which is an ace 
cuſation, that, I think, none of their libellers have char» 
ged upon them, at leaſt till towards the end of their 
miniſtry; and then very abſurdly, becauſe the want of 
time, and other circumſtances, rendered ſuch a work 
impoſſible, for ſeveral reaſons which J have already re- 


lte 


And wheever conſiders the late Queen, ſo little en- 
terprizing in her nature, ſo much given to delay, and 
at the ſame time ſo obſtinate in her opinions, (as re/t#> 
neſs is commonly attended with ſlowneſs) ſo great a 
purſuer of peace and quiet, and ſo exempt from the 
wo powerful paſſions of love and hatred ; will hardly 
think ſhe had a ſpirit turned for ſuch an undertaking ; 
if we add to this, the contempt ſhe often expreſſed for 
the perſon and concerns of the Chevalier, her brother, 
of which I have already ſaid enough to be underſtood. 

It hath been objected againſt the late Queen and her 


ſervants, as a. mark of no favourable diſpoſition to- 


G2 | _ wards. 
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wards the Houſe of Harower, that the Electoral Prince 
was not invited to reſide in England: And, at the ſame 
time, it ouglit to be obſerved, that this objection was 
raiſed and ſpread by the leaders of that party, who. 
firſt oppoſed the counſel of inviting him, offering, a- 
mong other arguments againſt it, the example of Queen 
Elizabeth, who would not ſo much as ſuffer her ſucceſ- 
for, to be declared, expreſſing herſelf, that ſhe would 
not live with her grave-ſtone always in her ſight ; al- 
though the caſe be by no means parallel between the 
two Queens: For, in her late Majeſty's xeign, the 
crown was as firmly ſettled on the Hanover Family as 
the legiſlature could do it: And the queſtion was only, 
whether the preſumptive heir, of diſtant kindred, ſhould 
keep his court in the ſame kingdom and metropolis 
with the Sovereign, while the nation was torn between 
different parties, to be at the head of that faction, 
which her Majeſty and the body of her people utterly 
diſapproved: And, therefore, the leaders on both' ſides, 
when they were in power, did poſitively determine this 
queſlion in the negative. And, if we may be allowed 
to judge by events,. the reaſons were cogent. enough ; 
fince. e may happen to ariſe between two 
princes the moſt nearly allied in blood; although it 
be true indeed, that, where the duty to a parent is 
added to the allegiance of a ſubject, the conſequence 
of ſamily-diſſentions may not always be conſiderable, 
For my own part, I freely told my opinion to the 
miniſters; and did afterwards offer many reaſons for it 
in a diſcourſe intended for the public, (but ſtopped by 
the Queen's death). that the young grandſon (whoſe 
name I cannot remember) ſhould be invited over to be 
educated in Erg/and; by which, I conceived, the Queen 
might be ſecured from the influence of cabals and fac- 
tions; the zealots, who affected to believe the ſucceſ- 
ſion in danger, could have no pretences to complain; 
and the nation might one day hope to be governed by 
a Prince of Engliſb manners and language, as well as 
acquainted with the true conſtitution of church and 
ſtate. And this was the judgment of thoſe at the helm 
before I offered it: Neither were they or their Miſtreſs 
to be blamed, that ſuch a reſolution was not purſued. 
| fe re OD Perhaps, 
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of the Queen's laſ Miniſtry, 77 
perhaps, from what hath: ſince happened, the reader 
will be able to ſatisfy himſelf l. 
I have now ſaid all I could think convenient (con- 
ſidering the time wherein I am writing) upon thoſe two o 
points, which I propoſed to diſcourſe on; wherein 1 
have dealt with the utmoſt impartiality, and, I think, 
upon the faireſt ſuppofition, which is that of allowing 
men to act upon the motives of their interefts and their 
paſſions: For I am not ſo weak as to think one mini- 
ſtry more virtuous than another, unleſs by chance, or 
by extraordinary prudence and virtue of the Prince; 
which laſt, taking mankind in the lump, and adding 
the great counterbalance of royal education, is a very 
rare accident; and, where it happens, is even then of 
little uſe, when factions are violent. Bat it fo falls out, 
that, among contending parties in England, the general 
intereſt of church and ſtate is more the private ia tereſt 
of one ſide than the other; fo that, whoever profeſſerh 
do act upon a principle of obſerving the laws of his 
country, may have a ſafe rule to follow, by diſcover- 
ing whoſe particular advantage it chiefly 1s, that the 
conſtitution. ſhould be preſerved entire in all its parts. 
For there cannot, properly ſpeaking, be above two 
parties in ſuch a government as ours ; and one fide will 
find themſelves obliged to take in all the ſubaltern de- 
nominations of thoſe who diſlike the preſent eſtabliſh- 
ment, in order to make themſelves a balance againſt 
the other; and ſuch a party, compoſed of mixed bodies, 
although they differ widely in the ſeveral fundamentals 
of religion and government, and all of them from the 
true public intereſt; yet, whenever their leaders are 
taken inte power, under an ignorant, unactive, or ill- 
1 Prince, will probably, by the aſſiſtance of 
time or force, become the majority, unleſs they be pre- 
vented by a ſteadineſs, which there is little reaſon to 
hope, or by ſome revolution, which there is much 
more reaſon to fear, For abuſes in adminiſtration may 
laſt much longer than politicians ſeem to be aware of; 
| eſpecially where ſome bold ſteps are made to corrupt 
the very fountain of power and legiſlature : In which 
caſe, as may happen in ſome ſtates, the whole body of 
the people are drawn in-by their own ſuppoſed conſent, 
Os G1 | to 
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to be their own enſlavers; and, where will they find a 
thread to wind themſelves out of this labyrinth? Or, 
will they not rather wiſh to be governed by arbitrary 

power, after the manner of other nations? For whoever - 
conſiders the courſe of the Roman Empire after Cz/ar's 
uſurpation, the long continuance of the Turk; govern- 
ment, or the deſtruction of the Gothic balance in moſt 
kingdoms of Europe, will eafily fee how controulable 
that maxim is, that, res nolunt diu mali adminifirari: 
Becauſe, as corruptions are more natural to mankind 
than perfections, ſo they are more likely to have a 
longer continuance. For the vices of men, confidered 
as individuals, are exactly the ſame when they are 
"molded into bodies; nor otherwiſe to be withheld in 
their effects, than by good fundamental laws; in which, 
when any great breaches are made, the conſequence 
will be the ſame as in the life of a particular man, 
_ vices are ſeldom known to end but with him- 
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HOUSE of LORDS to the QUEEN. 


[Drawn up by Dr Swirr, -at the Command of the 
Loxp TREASURER, and delivered by the DuxR 
of GRAFTON. ] | | 


W your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in parliament 
aſſembled, do, with the greateſt joy and ſatisfaction, 
return our humble thanks to your Majeſty for your- 
moſt gracious fpeech from the throne, and for commu- 
nicating to this Houſe that peace is agreed on, fo ho- 
nourable to your Majeſty, and ſafe and advantageous 


to your kingdoms; by which we hope, with the bleſ- 
fing of God, that your people will, in a few years, re- 
cover themſelves, after ſo long and expenſive a war, 


We likewiſe beg leave to congratulate with your Ma- 


jeſty upon the ſucceſs of your endeavours for a general: 
peace ; whereby the tranquillity and welfare of Europe 


will be owing (next to the Divine Providence) to your 
Majeſty's Salton and goodneſs, . We never had the 
leaſt doubt but that your Majeſty, who is the greateſt: 


ornament: and protector of the Proteſtant Religion, 
would do every thing for ſecuring the Proteſtant Suc- 
eeſſion; towards which nothing can be more neceſſary 


than the perfect harmony there is between your Maje- 
ſty and the Houſe of Hanover. And we do humbl 

aſſure your Majeſty, that, as you are pleaſed to expreſs 
your dependence (next under God) upon the duty and 
affection of your people; we think ourſelves bound, by 
the greateſt ties of religion, loyalty, and gratitude, to 


make all returns that can be due, from the moſt obe- 


dient ſubj eQs, to the moſt indulgent Sovereign. 
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O® NE Dr 1 was: Wh * "IR = Torcy 
8 to Devenwordt at the Hague, with the firſt pro- 
poſals for a peace ſeparate with Holland; a year after 


which the preliminaries, at Gertrudenborg, were tranſ- 


acted by the Mar. D'Uxelles and Polignac, and after- 
wards e Was are PRIN, to the fame 


| "effect. 


My Lord Straferd had the feſt intimarion 155 theſes fe. 
parate- tranſactions of France and Holland, from the 


Duke of Mariborougb, (as a thing a good while be fore 


in agitation) and afterwards from Devenword? himſelf, 
who told him that he ſent to Paris for Dr Heluetius to 
cure him of a rheumatiſm, which ee, Wet 


8 Wade negotiate by him. 8 83 


Hlelvetius ſince confirmed the fame ftory to 4 Tort 
Sraffrd, in = Fur e acc ng Hafrd 
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HE change of miniſtry about four years ago, the 

+ fall of the Duke of Mar/borough, and the pro- 

ceedings ſince, in relation to the peace and treaties, 

are all capable of being very maliciouſly repreſented to 

poſterity, if they ſhould fall under the pen of ſome 
writer of the oppoſite, party, as they probably may. 


Upon theſe reaſons, it is neceſſary, for the honour - 


of the Queen, and in juſtice to her ſervants, that ſome 
able hand ſhould be immediately employed to write 


the hiſtory of her Majeſty's reigh ; chat the truth of 


things may be tranſmitted to future apes, and bear 
down the fallehood of malicious pens 
The Dean of Sr Patricl's is ready to undertake this 
Work, humbly defiring her Majeſty will pleaſe to ap- 

point him her hiſtoriographer, not from any view of the 
profit, {which is ſo inconfiderable that it will hardly 
ſerve to pay the expence of ſearching offices) but from 
an ane debts to ſerve his Queen and country ; for 
which that employment will qualify him, by an op- 
portunity of acceſs to thoſe places where papers and re» 


cords are kept, which will be neceſſary to any who un- | 
| . %% | | * ha 
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SOME CONSIDERATIONS 
UP © N THE! 
CONSEQUENCES Horep and FEARED 
FRO M. THE n 
DEATH of the QUEEN. 
Ave. 9. os we 


N order to for in a dine light TA 1 have to ſay 
upon this ſubject, it will be convenient to examine 
the ſtate of che nation with reference to the two contend- 


Ing parties; this cannot well be done without ſome lit- 
tle retroſpection into, the five laſt years of her ye Ma- 


Jeſty. s reign, 

I have, it from unqueſtonable authority, that the 
Ducheſs of Marlborough's favour began to decline very 
ſoon after the- Queen” s acceſſion to { throne, and that 
the Earl of Gedoiphin's held not much above two years 
longer ; ; although her Majeſty (no ill concealer of, her 
affections) did not think fit. to deprive chem of their 


Power until a lon 175 time after. 
a 


The Duke of Mar/boros Ty and the] Earl of Godolpbin 


1 having fallen early into the intereſts of the lower par ty 


for certain reaſons not ſeaſonable here to be mentioned, 

(but which may deſerve a place in the hiſtory of that 
reign) they made large ſteps that way upon the death of. 
the Prince of Denmark, taking in ſeveral among the 


warmeſt leaders of that de, into the chiefemployments, 


of the ſtate. Mr Harley, then ſecretary of ſtate, Who 


difliked their proceedings, and had very near over- 


thrown their whole ſcheme, was removed with the ut- 


moſt indignation, and about the ſame time, Sir Simon 
| > Harcourt 


EY | v5 APD 


r 


jj! % ͤ·ͤ Av 


Flarcourt and Mr St John, with ſome others, voluntari- 


ly gave up their employments. . + 6/4, 340 tae fl 
© But the Queen, who had then a great eſteem for the 
perſon and abilities of Mr Harley (and in proportion of 
the other two, although at that time nor equally known 


to her), was deprive'1 of his ſervice with ſome regret, 


and upon that and other motives well known at court, 


began to think herſelf hardly uſed, and ſeveral ſtories 
ran about, whether true or falte, that her Majeſty was 


not always treated with that duty ſhe might expect. 
Mean- time the church party were loud in their com- 
plaints, ſurmiſing, from the virulence ot ſeveral pamph · 
lets, from certain bills projected to be brought into 
parliament, from endeavours to repeal the ſacramental- 
teſt, from the avowed. principles, and free ſpeeches of 
ſome. perſons in power, and other jealouſies needleſs. to 
repeat, that ill defigns were forming againſt the reli- 
gion eſtabliſts d... „ 

Theſe fears were all confirmed by the trial of Dr 
Sacheverel, which drew the populace, as one man, in- 
to the party againſt the miniſtry and parliament. 

The miniſtry were very ſuſpicious, that the Queen 


| Had ſtill a reſerve of favour for Mr Harley, which ap- 


peared by a paſſage that happened ſome days after his 
removal: For, the Earl of Godo/phin's coach and his 
happening to meet near Kenſington, the Earl a few hours 
after reproached the Queen, that ſhe-privately admitted 
Mr Harley, and was not without ſome difficulty unde» 
ceived by her Majeſty's aſſeverations to the contrary. 

Soon after the Doctor', trial, this gentleman, by the 
Queen's command, and the intervention of Mrs Ma/bam, . 
was brought up the back-ſtairs ; and that Princeſs, 


{ſpirited by the addreſſes from all parts, which ſhewed 


the inclinations of her ſubjects to be very averſe from the 
e e in court and parliament, was reſolved to 

reak the united power of the Mar/borough and Godolphin 
families, and to begin this work, by taking the diſpo- 
ſal of employments into her own hands: for which an 
opportunity happened by the death of the Earl of E/ex, - 
lieutenant of the tower, whoſe employment was given 
to the Earl Rivers, to great diſcontent of he Hoke of 
Marlborough, who intended it for the Duke * 
, | | land : 
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land, then colonel of the Oxford regiment, to which the 
Earl of Hartford was to ſucceed. Some time after, the 
ebamberlain's ſtaff was diſpoſed of to the Duke of 
Shrewſbury in the abſence, and without the privity of 
the Earl of Godolphin. The Earl of Sunderland's remo. 
val followed, and laſtly that of the High Treaſurer 
himſelf, whoſe office was put into commiſſion, whereof 
Mr Harley (made at the ſame time chancellor of the ex- 
chequer) was one. I need ſay nothing of other remo. 
vals, which are well enough known and remembered: 
let it-ſuffice, that, in eight or nine months time, the 
whole face. of the court was altered, and very few 


friends of the former miniſtry left in any great ſtations 
there. | | | 

I have good reaſons to be aſſured, that when the 

geen began this change, ſhe had no intentions, to car- 
ry it fo far as the church-party expected, and have ſince 
been ſo impatient to fee. For, although ſhe were a 
- true profeſſor of the religion eſtabliſhed, yet the firſt mo- 
tives' to this alteration did not ariſe from any dangers 
ſhe apprehended to that or the government ; but from 
a defire to get out of the dominion of ſome, who ſhe 
thought had kept her too much and too long in pupi- 
lage. She was in her own nature extremely dilatory 
and timorous ;. yet, upon ſome occaſions, poſitive to a 
great degree. And when ſhe had got rid of thoſe who 
had, as the thought, given her the moſt uneafinefs, ſhe 
was inclined to ſtop, and entertain a fancy of acting 
upon a moderating ſcheme, from whence it was very 
difficult to remove her. At the ſame time I muſt con- 
feſs my belief, that this imagination was put into her 
head, and made uſe of as an encouragement to begin 
that work, after which her adviſers might think it eaſier 
to prevail with her to go as far as they thought fit, 
That theſe were her Majeſty's diſpoſitions in that con- 
juncture, may be confirmed by many inftances. In the 
very height of the change, ſhe appeared very loth to 
part with two great officers of ſtate of the other party ; 
and ſome, whoſe abſence the new miniſters moſt earneſt 
ly wiſhed, held in for above two years after. 
Mr Harley, who-aced as firſt miniſter before he had 
the ſtaff, as he was a lover of gentle meaſures, and ” 
88 ; 1 cline 
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16 elined to procraſtination, ſo he could not, with any de- 1 
1e cency, preſs the Queen too much againft her nature; 1 
of becauſe it would be like running upon the rock where 1 
of his predeceſſors had ſplit. But, violent humours run- | 
o- ning both in the kingdom and the new parliament, ; 
er againſt the principles and perſons, of the low church 
of party, gave this miniſter a very difficult part to play, 
X= The warm members in both houſes, eſpecially amon ; 
o- the commons, preſſed for a thorough change, and ſo P 
bt did almoſt all the Queen's new ſervants, eſpecially af- _ 
he ter Mr Harley was made an Earl and High Treaſurer. 
W He could not in good policy own his want of power, 
ns nor fling the blame upon his Miſtreſs. And, as too 
much ſecreſy was one of his faults, he would often, 
he upon theſe -occafions, keep his neareſt friends in the 
- dark. The truth is, he had likewife other views, 
ce which were better ſuited to the maxims of ſtate in ge- 
a neral, than to that ſituation of affairs. By leaving 
oy many employments in the hands of the diſcontented 
as party, he fell in with the Queen's humour; he hoped 
= to acquire the reputation of. lenity, and kept a great 
he number of expectants in order, who had liberty to 
1 hope, while any thing remained undiſpoſed of. He 
ry ſeemed alſo to think, as other miniſters have done, that, 
4 ſince fact ions are neceſſary in ſuch a government as 
ho ours, it would be prudent not altogether to lay the 
he preſent one proſtrate, leſt another more plauſible, and 
g Ac not ſo eaſy to grapple with, might ariſe in its 
n- Howe ver, it is certain that a great part of the load 
er he bore was unjuſtly laid on him. He had no favou- 
in rites among the 1 whom he kept in upon 
er the ſcore of old friendſhip or acquaintance ; and he 
it. was a greater object of their hatred than all the zeſt of 
N the miniſtry together. | q 2 
to 
5 
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181% MEon and Levi are brethren ; W of cruely 

are in their habitationt. | 

O my foul,” come not thou into their fecret, unto their af. 

The * Jembly mine bonour be not thou united; for in their anger 
_ they flew * a nan, and in . el will they 45 egged 

donn a all. 

Curſed be their r. We it vas Furl and their uh 

ar it Twas cruel. ewill divide them in Jaco „ and 
erin them 7 in ISRAEL. 


ten cenſured for keeping holy this day of humilia- 
tion, in memory of that excellent King and bleſſed 
"Martyr CAR LES I. who rather choſe to die on a ſcaf- 
fold than betray the religion and liberties of his people, 
wherewith Gop and the laws had entruſted him. But, 
at the ſame time, it is manifeſt that thoſe who make 
ſach cenſures are either people without any religion at 
all, or who derive their principles, and perhaps their 
birth, from the abettors of thoſe who contrived the 
murder of that Pince, and have not yetſhewn the world 
that their opinions are changed. It is alledged that 
the obſervation of this day hath ſerved to continue and 
increaſe the inen and enmity among our country- 
men, 
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J SERMOM on the, &. 87 
men, and to diſunite Proteſtants ; that a law was made, 
upon the Reſtoration of the Martyr's ſon, for a gene- 
ral pardon and oblivion, forbidding all reproaches up- 
on that occaſion ;. and, fince' none are now alive who- 
were actors or inſtruments in that tragedy, it is thought 
hard and uncharitable to keep up the memory of it for, 
all generations. Now, becauſe. I conceive moſt of you. 
to be ignorant in many particulars concerning that hor- 
rid murder, and the rebellion which preceded it; L 
vi D 5 

Firſt, relate to you ſo much of the ſtory as may be- 
ſufficient for your information: Se bs 
Secondly, T will tell you the conſequences which this: 
bloody deed had upon theſe Fingdoms: © 
And, /aftly,, I will ſhew you to what good uſes this 


ſolemn day of humiliation may, be applied. 


3 


As to the fi, In the reign of this Prince, Cþarles the 
Martyr, the power and prerogative of the King were 
much greater than they are in our times, and ſo had- 
been for at leaſt 700 years before : And the beſt Princes 
we ever had carried their power much farther than the 
bleſſed Martyr offered to do in the moſt blameable part 
of his reign. But, the lands of the crown having been 
prodigally beſtowed to favourites, in the preceding 
reigns, the ſucceeding Kings could not ſupport them- 
felves without taxes raiſed by parliament ; which put 
them under a neceſſity of frequently calling thoſe aſ- 
ſemblies: And; the crown-lands being gotten into the 
hands of the nobility and gentry, beſide the poſſeſſions 
of which the church had*been robbed by Henry VIII.; 
power, which always follows property, grew to lean to 
the ſide of the people, by whom even the juſt rights 
of the crown were often diſpu ter. 
But further: Upon the cruel. perſecution raiſed a- 
gainſt the Proteſtants, under Queen Mary, among great 
numbers who fled the kingdom to ſeek for ſhelter, ſe- 
veral went and reſided at Geneva, which is a common- 
wealth governed without a King, and where the relip1- 


on, contrived by Calvin, is without the order of biſhops... 


When the Proteſtant faith was reſtored by Queen EF. 
zabeth, thoſe who fled to Geneva returned among the 


reſt home to England, and were grown ſo fond of the 


H 2 government. 
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ſaid, the city o 
flown for refuge, was a commonwealth, or government 


Were likewiſe many complaints, and. ſometimes juſtly, 
1 
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government and religion of the place they had left, 
that they uſed all poflible endeavours to introduce both 
into their own country; at the ſame time continually 
preaching and railing againſt ceremonies and diſtin& 
habits of the clergy, taxing whatever they diſliked, as 
a remnant of Popery, and continued extremely trou- 
bleſome to the church and ſtate, under that great 
Ween, as well as her ſucceſſor King James I. Theſe 
people called themſelves Puxiraxs, as pretending to 
a purer faith than thoſe of the church eſtabliſhed, 
And theſe were the founders of our diſſenters, They 
did not think it ſufficient to leave all the errors of Po- 


pery, but threw off many laudable and edifying infti- 


tutions of the Primitive Church, and, at laft, even the 
government of biſhops ; which, having been ordained 
by the apoſtles themſelves, had continued without in- 
erruption, in all Chriftian churches, for above 1500 


years. And all this they did, not becauſe thoſe things | 


were evil, but becauſe they were kept by the Papiſts. 
From thence they proceeded, by degrees, to quarrel 
with the kingly government; becauſe, as I have already 

f Geneva, to which their fathers had 


or ne people. ..: .. 


© Theſe Puritans, about the middle of the Martyr's 
reign, were grown to be a conſiderable faction in the 


kingdom, and in the Lower Houſe of parliament. 


They filled the public with the moſt falſe and bitter 
libels againſt the biſhops. and clergy, accuſing chicfly 
the very beſt among them of Popery; and, at the 
ſame time, the Houſe of Commons grew ſo inſolent 


and unealy to the King, that they refuſed to furniſh 


him with neceſſary ſupplies for the ſupport cf his fa- 
mily, . unleſs upon ſuch conditions as he could not ſub- 
mit to without forfeiting his conſcience and honour, 
and even his coronation-oath. And, in ſuch an extre- 
mity, he was forced upon a practice, no way juſtifiable, 
of railing money ; for which, however, he had the opi- 
nion of the judges on his fide: For, wicked judges 
there were in thoſe times as well as in ours. here 


ngs of a certain court, called 


made againſt the procee = 
MAR" * 4 
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| the Star- chamber, à judicature of great antiquity, but 
| had ſuffered ſome corruptions, for which, however, the 


| King was no way anſwerable. I cannot recollect any 
1 more ſubjects of complaint with the leaſt ground of 
ö reaſon, nor is it needful to recollect them, becauſe this 


gracious King did, upon the firſt application, redreſs 
all grievances by an act of parliament, and put it out 
i of his power to do any hardſhips for the future. But, 
| that wicked faction in the Houſe of Commons, not 
| content with all thoſe marks of his juſtice and conde- 
; ſcenſion, urged ſtill for more; and, joining with a fac- 

tious prey out Scotland, who had the ſame fancies in 
religion, forced him to paſs an act for cutting off the 
head of his beſt and chief miniſter; and, at the ſame 
time, compelled him, by tumults and threatnings of 
a packt rabble, poiſoned with the ſame doctrines, to 
paſs another law, by which it ſhould not be in his power 
to diſſolve that parliament without their own conſent. 
Thus, by the greateſt weakneſs and infatuation that 
ever poſſeſſed any man's ſpirit, this Prince did-in 
effect ſign his own deſtruction. For the Houſe of Com- 
mons, having the reins in their own hands, drove on 
furiouſly ; ſent him every day ſome unreaſonable de- 
mand, and, when he refuſed to grant it, made uſe of 
their own power, and declared” that an ordinance of 
both Houſes, without the King's conſent, ſhould be obey- 
ed as a law, contrary to all reaſon and equity, as well. 
as to the fundamental conſtitution of the kingdom. 
About this time the rebellion in Ireland broke out, 
wherein his parliament refuſed to aſſiſt him; nor would 
accept his offer to come hither in perſon to ſubdue 
thoſe rebels. Theſe, and a thouſand other barbarities, 
forced the King to ſummon his loyal, ſubjects to his 
ſtandard in his own defence. Mean while the Englih 
parliament, inſtead of helping the poor Proteſtants . 
here, ſeized on:the very army ke d Majeſty was ſen- 
ding over for our relief, and turned them againſt their 
own Sovereign. The rebellion in Erg/and continued for 
four or five years: At laſt the King was forced to fly in 
diſguiſe to the Scots, who ſold him to the rebels. 
And theſe Puritans had the impudent cruelty to try 
his ſacred perſon in a mock court of juſtice, and cut. 
nega H 3 | oft 
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off his head; which he might have ſaved, if he would 
have yielded to betray the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate. | | | 6 

In this whole proceeding Simeon and Levi were 
brethren, the wicked inſinuations of thoſe fanatical 

reachers ſtirring up the cruelty of the ſoldiers, who, 
4 force of arms, excluded from the Houſe every mem- 
ber of parliament,, whom they apprehended to bear 
the leaſt inclination. towards an agreement with the 
King, ſuffering only thoſe to enter who thirſted chiefly 
for his blood; and this is the very account given by 
their own writers. From. whence. it 1s clear that this 
Prince was, in all reſpects, a real martyr for the true 
religion and the liberty of his people. That odious 


2 8 97 7 had firſt turned the biſhops out of the 


ouſe of Lords; in a few years after, they murdered 


their King; then immediately aboliſhed the whole 
Houfe of Lords; and ſo, at laſt, obtained their wiſhes, 


of having a government of the people, and a new re- 
ligion, both after the manner of Geneva, without a 
King, a biſhop, or a nobleman ;. and this they blaſ- 
phemouſly called the kingdom of Chriſt and his 
o | erg ans 

This is enough for your information on the firſt 


head: I ſhall therefore proceed to the ſecond, wherein 


T will ſhew you. the miſerable conſequences which that 
abominable rebellion. and murder produced. in theſe. 
nations. 

Fir, The 1ri/6 rebellion was wholly owing to that 
wicked Engl; parliament. For the leaders in the 


Triſb Popiſh maſlacre would never have dared to ſtir a 


finger, if they had not. been encouraged by that re- 


bellious ſpirit in the Exgliſ Houſe of Commons, which 


they very well knew muſt diſable the King from ſend- 
ing any ſupplies to his Proteſtant ſubjects here; and, 
therefore, we may truly ſay that the Zzeg/;þ parliament 


held the King's hands, while the Li Papiſts here 
were cutting our grandfathers throats, 


| Secondly, That murderous Puritan-parliament, when 


they had all in their power, could not agree upon any 
one method of ſettling a form either of religion or ci- 


vil government, but changed every day from ſchiſm to 
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ſchiſm, from hereſy to hereſy,. and from one faction to 


another. From whence aroſe that wild confuſion fill; 


continuing in our ſeveral ways of ſerving God, and: 
thoſe abſurd notions of civil power, which have ſo of- 
ten torn. us with factions more than: any other nation in 
Europe.” b ie , 


Thirdly, To this rebellion and murder have been 


owing the riſe and progreſs of Atheiſm among us. For, 


men obſerving: what numberleſs villanies of all kinds 


were committed during twenty years, under pretence of 


zeal and the reformation of God's church, were eafily: 


tempted to doubt that all religion was a mere impoſ- 
tute: And the ſame ſpirit of inſidelity, ſo far ſpread a- 
mong us at this preſent, is nothing but the fruit of the 
{ſeeds ſown by thoſe rebellious hypocriticab faints. 

Fourthly, The old virtue and loyalty, and generous 


ſpirit of the Eng/;/þ nation, were wholly: corrupted by: : 


the power, the doctrine, and the example of thoſe wick- 
ed people. Many of the antient nobility were-killed, 


and their families extinct, in defence of their Prince and 
country, or murdered by the mercileſs courts of juſtice. 


Some of the worſt among them favoured, or complied; 
with the reigning iniquities, and not a few of the new 


ſet created, when the Martyr's ſon was reſtored,” were 
ſuch who had drank top deep. of the bad: principles: 


then prevailing. 1 ; 

Fifthly, The children of the murdered Prince were- 
forced to. fly, for the ſafety of their lives, to foreign 
countries; Where one of them, at leaſt, I mean King 
James II. was ſeduced to Popery ; which ended in the 


| loſs of his kingdoms, the miſery and defolation-of this 


country, and a long and expenſive war abroad. Our 
deliverance was owing to the valour and conduct of the 


late King; and, therefore, we ought to remember him 


with gratitude, but not mingled with blaſphemy. or i- 


doltray. It. was happy that his intereſts and ours were 
the ſame: And God gave him greater ſucceſs than our 


ſins. deſerved: But, as a houſe thrown down by a 
ſtorm is ſeldom rebuilt, without ſome change in the 
foundation; ſo it hath happened, that, ſince the late 


Revolution, men have ſate much looſer in the true funda- 


mentals both of religion and government, and factions 
| : : have 
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have been more violent, treacherous, and malicious 
than ever, men running naturally from one extreme 
into another; and, for private ends, taking up thoſe 


very opinions profeſſed by the leaders in that rebellion, 


which carried the bleſſed Martyr to the ſcaffold. 
Sixthiy, Another conſequence of this horrid rebelli- 
on and murder was the deſtroying or defacing ſuch- vaſt 
numbers of God's houſes. In their Jelf-awill they digged 
down a wall. If a ſtranger ſhould now travel in Eng- 
land, and obſerve the churches in his way, he could 
not otherwiſe conclude, than that ſome vaſt army of 
Turks or Heathens had been ſent on purpoſe to ruin and 
blot out all marks of Chriſtianity. They ſpared nei- 
ther the ſtatues of ſaints, or antient prelates, or kings, 
or benefactors ; broke down the tombs and monuments 
of men famous in their generations, ſeized the veſſels 
of Silver ſet apart for the holieſt uſe, tore down the 
moſt innocent ornaments both within and without, 
made the houſes of prayer dens of theives, or ſtables 
for cattle. Theſe were the mildeſt effects of Puritan- 
zeal, and devotion for Chriſt; and this was what 
_ themſelves affected to call a thorough reformation, 
In this kingdom thoſe ravages were not ſo eaſily ſeen ; 
for the people here being too poor to raiſe ſuch noble 
temples, the mean ones we had, were not defaced, but 
totally deſtroyed. LLP 4 
Upon the whole, it is certain, that although God 
might have found out many other ways to have puniſh - 
ed a ſinful people, without permitting this rebellion 
and murder; yet as the courſe of the world hath run 
ever ſince, we need ſeek for no other. cauſes, of all the 
public evils we have hitherto ſuffered, or may ſuffer- 
for the future, by the miſconduct of princes, or wick- 
edneſs of the people. * bal 


I go on now upon the third head, to ſhew you to- 


what good uſes this ſolemn day of humiliation may be 
apphed. | | 3 = e 
_ Firfl, It may be an inſtruction to princes themſelves, 
to be careful in the choice of thoſe who: are their ad- 


viſers in matters of law. All the judges of England, 


except one or wo, adviſed the King, that be might 
legally raiſe money upon the ſubjects for building of 
8 e 
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Predeceſſors acted; and it will be more prudent in them 
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ſhips, without conſent of parliament; which, as it was. 


the greateſt overſight of his reign, ſo it proved the 


principal foundation of all his misfortunes.. Princes 
may likewiſe learn from hence, not to ſacrifice a faith» 
ful ſervant to the rage of a faction, nor to truſt any 
body of men with a greater ſhare of power than the 
laws of the land have appointed them, much leſs to 
depoſite it in their hands until they ſhall pleaſe to re- 
_ Secondly, By bringing to mind. the tragedy of this 
day, and the conſequences that have ariſen from it, we 
ſhall be convinced how neceſſary it is for thoſe in power 
to curb, in ſeaſon, all fuch unruly ſpirits as deſire to 
introduce new. doctrines and: diſcipline. in the church, 
or new forms of government in the ſtate. : Thoſe wie- 
ked Puritans began, in Queen Elzabeib's time, to quar- 
rel only with ſurplices and other habits, with the ring 


in matrimony, the croſs. in baptiſm, and the like; 
| thence they went on to further matters. of higher im- 


portance, and, at laſt, they muſt needs have the whole 
government of the church diſſolved, , This great work 
they compaſſed, firſt, by depriving the biſhops: of their 
ſeats in parliament, then they aboliſhed the whole or- 


der; and, at laſt, which was their original deſign; 


they. ſeized on all the church lands, and divided the 
ſpoil among themſelves; and, like Jeraboau, made 
prieſts of the very dregs of the people. This was their 
way of reforming the church. As to the civil govern- 
ment,. you have already. heard how they modelled it 
upon the murder of their King, and diſcarding the no- 
bility. Yet, clearly. to ſhew what a. Babel they had 
built, after twelve years trial and twenty ſeveral forts 
of government; the nation, grown weary of their ty- 
ranny, was forced to call in the ſon of him whom, thoſe 


reformers had ſacrificed. And thus were Simeon and 


Levi divided in Jacob and ſcattered. in 1/-ael. 

Thirdly, Although the ſucceſſors of thoſe Puritans, 
mean our preſent diſſenters, do not think fit to ob- 
ſerve this day of humiliation ; yet, fincelit would be 


very proper in them, upon ſome occaſions, to renounce 


in a public manner thoſe principles upon which their 


to 


Poiſon the people. 
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to do ſo, becauſe thoſe very Puritans, of whom ours 
are followers, found by experience, that, after they 
had overtarned the church and ſtate, murdered their 
King, and were projecting what they called a kingdom 
of the ſaints, they were cheated of the power and poſ- 
ſeſſions they only panted after, by an upſtart ſe& of 


religion that grew out of their own bowels, who ſub. 


jected them to one tyrant, while they were endeavour- 
ing to ſet up a thouſand. . *_ . 
Fourthiy, Thoſe who profeſs to be followers of our 
church eſtabliſned, and yet preſume in diſcourſe to 
Juſtify or excuſe that rebellion, and murder of the King, 
ought to conſider, how utterly contrary all ſuch opi- 
nions are to the doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles, as 
well as to the articles of our church, and to the preach- 
ing and practice of it's true profeſſors for above an 
hundred years. Of late times, indeed, and I ſpeak it 


with grief of heart, we have heard even fermons of a 


ſtrange nature; although reaſon would make one think 
it a very unaccountable way of procuring favour under 
a monarchy, by palliating and leſſening the guilt of. 
thoſe who murdered the beſt of Kings in cold blood, 
and, for a time, deſtroyed the very monarchy itſelf, 


Pray God we may never more hear ſuch doQrine from 


the pulpit, nor have it ſcattered about in print, to 


. Fifthly, ſome general knowledge of this horrid re- 
bellion and murder, with the conſequences they had 
upon theſe nations, may be a warning to our people 
not to believe a lie, and to miſtruſt thoſe deluding ſpi- 
rits, who, under pretence of a purer and more reform- 
ed religion, would lead them from their duty to God 
and the laws. Politicians may ſay what they pleaſe, 


but it is no hard thing at all for the meaneſt perſon; 


who hath common underſtanding, to know whether he 
be well or ill governed. If he be freely allowed to 
follow his trade and calling; if he be ſecure in his pro- 
perty, and hath the benefit of the law to defend him- 


 felf againſt injuſtice and oppreflion : If his religion be 


different from that of his country, and the government 


think fit to tolerate it, (which he may be very ſecure 


of, let it be what it will;) he ought to be fully ſatis- 


* 
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fied, and give no offence, by writing or diſcourſe, to 
the worſhip eſtabliſhed, as the diſſenting preachers are 
too apt to do. But, if he hath any new viſions of his 
own, it is his duty to be quiet and poſſeſs them in filence,- 
without diſturbing the community by a furious zeal for 
making proſelytes. This was the folly and madneſs of 
thoſe antient Puritan fanatics : They muſt needs over- 
turn heaven and earth, violate all the laws of God and 
man, make their country a field of blood, to propa- 
gate whatever wild or wicked opinions came into their 
heads, declaring all their abſurdities and blaſphemies 
to proceed from the Holy Ghoſt. 
To conclude this, head: In anſwer to that objection 
of keeeping up animoſity and hatred between Prote- 
ſtants, by the obſervation of this day; if there be any 
ſect, or ſort of people among us, who profeis the ſame 
principles in religion and government which thoſe Pu- 
ritan rebel put in practice; I think it is the intereſt of 
all thoſe who love the church and King, to keep up as 
ſtrong a party againſt them as poſſible, until they ſhall, 
in a body, renounce all thoſe wicked opinions upon 
which their predeceſſors acted, to the diſgrace of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the perpetual. infamy of the Engii/o na- 
MOM EIT 5 Eh | . | 

| When we accuſe the Papiſts of the horrid doctrine, 
that no faith ought to be kept with Heretics, they deny 
it to a man; and yet we juſtly think it dangerous to 
truſt them, becauſe we know their actions haye been 
ſometimes ſuitable to that opinion: But the followers 
of thoſe who beheaded the Martyr, have not yet renoun- 
ced their, principles ; and, till they do, they may be 
juſtly ſuſpected: Neither will the bare name of Prote- 
ſtants ſet them right. For, ſurely, Chrift requires more 
from us than a profeſſion of hating Popery, which a 
Turk or an Aibeiſi may do as well as a Proteſtant. . 
If an (enſlaved people ſhould recover their liberty, 
from a tyrannical power of any fort, who could blame 
them for commemorating their deliverance by a day 
of joy and thankſgiving? And doth not the deſtruction 
of a church, a King, and three kingdoms, by the ar- 
tifces, hypocriſy, and cruclty of a wicked race of 
ſoldiers and preachers, and other ſons of Belial, equal- 
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96 4 SERMON upon the 
If require a folemn time of humiliation ? eſpecially 
fince the conſequences of that bloody ſcene ſtill conti. 
nue, as I have already ſhewn, in their effects upon us, 
Thus I have done with the three heads I propoſed to 
diſcourſe on. But, before I conclude, I mutt give a 
caution to thoſe who hear me, that they may not think 
J am pleading for abſolute unhmited power in any one 
man. Tt 1s true, all power is from God, and as the 
Apoftle ſays, The powers that be are ordained of God; but 
this is inthe ſame ſenſe, that all we have is from God, 
our food and raiment, and whatever poſſeflion we hold 
by. lawful means. Nothing can be meant in thoſe, or 
any other words of Scripture, to juſtify tyrannical 
power, or the ſavage cruelties of thoſe Heathen em- 
perors who lived in the time of the Apoſtles : And fo St 
Paul concludes, The powers that be are ordained of God: 
For what? Why, for rhe puniſpment of ewil doers, and 
the praiſe, the reward of them that do well, There is 
is no more inward value in the greateſt Emperor, than 
in the meaneſt of his ſubjects: His body is compoſed 
of the ſame ſubſtance, the fame parts, and with the 
fame or greater infirmities : His education is penerall 
worſe, by flattety, and idleneſs, and luxury, and thoſe 
cvil diſpoſitions that early power is apt to give. It is 
therefore againſt common ſenſe, that his private perſo- 
nal intereſt, or pleaſure, ſhould be put in the balance 
with the ſafety of millions, every one of which is his 
equal by nature, equal in the ſight of God, equally ca- 
pable of ſalvation; and it is for their ſakes, not his 
own, that he is intfuſted with the government over 
them. He hath as high truſt as can ſafely be repoſed 
In one man, and, if de diſcharge it as he ought, he 
deſerves all the honour and duty that a mortal may be 
allowed to receive. His perfonal failings we have no- 
thing to do with,- and errors in government are to be 
imputed to his miniſters in the ſtate. To what height 
thoſe errors may be ſuffered to proceed, is not the bu- 
fineſs of this day, or this place, or of my function, to 
determine. When opprefſions grow too great and uni- 
verſa] to be borne, nature or neceſſity may find a re- 
medy. But, if a private perſon reaſonably expects par- 
don, upon his amendment, for all faults that are not 
: | capital 
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reign to death, like a common criminal, in the face 0 
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capital, it would be an hard condition indeed, not to 

ive the ſame allowance to a Prince; who muſt ſee 
with other mens eyes, and hear with other mens ears, 
which are often wilfully blind and deaf. Such was 
the condition of the Martyr, and is ſo, in ſome degree, 


of all other princes. Yet, this we may juſtly ſay in de- 


fence of the common people, in all civilized nations, 
that it muſt be a very bad government indeed, where 
the body of the ſubjects will not rather chuſe to live in 
peace and obedience, than take up arms on pretence of 
Faults in the adminiſtration, unleſs where the vulgar are 
deluded by falſe preachers to grow fond of new: viſions 
and fancies in religion, which, managed by dextrous 
men, for ſiniſter ends of malice, enyy, or, ambition, 
have often made whole nations run mad... This was 
exactly the caſe in the whole progreſs of that great re- 
bellion, and the murder of King Charles I.; but the 
late Revolution under the Prince of Orange was occa- 
ſioned by a proceeding directly contrary, the oppreſ- 
ſion and injuſtice. there beginning from the throne. 
For that unhappy Prince, King James II. did not on- 
ly invade our laws and liberties, but would have forced 
a falſe religion upon his ſubjects, for which he was de- 
ſervedly rejected, ſince there could be no other remedy 
found, or at leaſt agreed on. But, under the bleſſed 
Martyr, the deluded people would have. forced many 
falſe religions, not only on their fellow-ſubjects, but even 
upon their Sovereign himſelf, and at the ſame time in- 
vaded all his undoubted rights; and, becauſe he. would 
not comply, raiſed. a horrid rebellion, wherein, by the 
permiſſion of God, they prevailed, and put their Sove- 
the world. 3 1 BaTL og l 4 {RP 5 
Therefore, thoſe who ſeem to think they cannot 
otherwiſe juſtify the late Revolution, and the change 
of the ſucceſſion, than by leſſening the guilt of the Pu- 
ritans, do certainly put the greateſt affront imaginable 
upon the preſent powers, by ſuppoſing any relation, or 
reſemblance, between that rebellion and the late Re- 
volution ; and, conſequently, that the preſent eftabliſh= 
ment is to be defended by the ſame arguments which 
thoſe uſurpers made uſe of, who, to obtain their tyran- 
Vol, X, — I | ny, 
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ny, trampled under foot all the laws both of God and 


man. 85 
One great deſign of my diſcourſe was to give you 
warning againſt running into either extreme of two bad 


opinions with relation to obedience. As kings are cal - 


led gods upon earth, ſo ſome would allow them an 
equal power with God over all laws and ordinances; 
and that the liberty, and property, and life, and reli. 
gion of the ſubject, dependel wholly upon the breath 


of the prince; which, however, I hope, was never 


meant by thoſe who pleaded for paſſive obedience. And 
this opinion hath not been confined to that party which 
was firſt charged with it, but hath ſometimes gone over 
to the other, to ſerve many an evil turn of intereft or 
ambition, who have been as ready to enlarge preroga- 
tive, where they could find their own account, as the 
higheſt maintainers of t. e 
On the other fide, ſome look upon kings as anſwer. 
able for every miſtake or omiflion in government, 
and bound to comply with the moſt unreaſonable de. 
mands of an unquiet faction, which was the caſe of 
thoſe who perſecuted the bleſſed Martyr of this day 
from his throne to the ſcaffold. : | 
Between theſe two extremes, it is eaſy, from what 
hath been ſaid, to chuſe a middle; to. be good and 
loyal ſubjects, yet, according to your power, faithful 
afſerters of your religion and liberties. To avoid all 
broachers and preachers of new-fangled doctrines in 
the church; to be ſtrict obſervers of the laws, which 
cannot be juſtly taken from you without your own con- 
ſent. In ſhort, 7 obey God and the king, and meddle not 
avith thoſe who are given to change. EO 
Which that you may all do, &c. 
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REGOGE was the thirty-fourth Emperor of Japan 


and began his reign in the year 341 of the-Chriſtian 


ra, ſucceeding to Nena, a Princeſs who governed with 
reat felicity. 2776, eee ee 

There had been a revolution in that empire about 
twenty ſix years before, which made ſome breaches in 


* 


the hereditary line; and Regoge, ſuceeſſor to Vena, al- 


though of the royal family, was a diſtant relation. 
There were two violent parties in the empire, which 
began in the time of the revolution above-mentioned: ;/ 
and, at the death of the Empreſs Nena, were in the 
higheſt degree of animoſity, each charging the other 
with a deſign of introducing new gods, and changing 
the civil conſtitution. The names of theſe two parties. 
were H#ufiges and Yortes.” Fhe latter were thoſe: whom 
Nena, the late Empreſs, moſt favoured towards the end 
of her reign; and by whoſe advice ſhe: governed. 
The Hufige faction, enraged at their loſs of power, 
made private applications to Regoge during the life of 
the Empreſs; which prevailed ſo far, that, upon her 
death, the new Emperor wholly diſgraced the Yortes, 
and employed only the Hu/iges in all his affairs. The 
Japaneſe Author highly blames his Imperial Majeſty's. 
proceeding in this affair; becauſe, it was allowed on 
all hands, that he had then a happy opportunity of re- 
conciling parties for ever by a moderating \ ſcheme. 
But he, on the contrary, began his reign by openly | 
diſgracing the principal and moſt popular Yortes,. ſome 
of which had been chiefly. inftrumental in raiſing him 
| „„ 1 "T0 
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known; but return to my ſubject. 
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to the throne. By this miſtaken ſtep he occaſioned a 
rebellion ; which, although it were ſoon quelled by 
ſome very ſurpriſing turns of fortune, yet the fear, 
whether real or pretended, of new attempts, engaged 
him in ſuch immenſe charges, that, inſtead of clearing 
any part of that prodigious debt left on his kingdom 
by the former war, which might have been done by 
any tolerable management, in twelve years of the moſt 
profound peace ; he left his empire loaden with a vaſt 
addition to the old incumbrance. - 
This Prince, before he ſucceeded to the empire of 
Japan, was King of Ted/u, a dominion ſeated on the 
continent, to the weſt- ſide of Japan. Ted/u was the 
place of his birth, and more beloved by him than his 
new empire; for there ke ſpent ſome months almoſt 
every year, and thither was ſuppoſed to have convey- 
ed great ſums of money, ſaved out of his imperial re. 


venues. | | | 


'There were two maritime towns of great importance 
bordering upon Ted/u: Of theſe he purchaſed a litiga- 
ted title ; and, to ſupport it, was forced not only-to 
entrench deeply on his Japaneſe revenues, but to en- 
gage in alliances very dangerous to the Japaneſe em- 


pues. 


Japan was at that time a limited monarchy, which 
fome authors are of opinion was introduced there by a 
detachment from the numerous army of Brennus, who 
ravaged a great part of Aa; and thoſe ef them who 
fixed in Japan, left behind them that kind of military 


inſtitution, which the northern people, in enſuing ages, 


carried through moſt parts of Europe ; the generals be- 


coming kings, the great officers a ſenate of nobles, with 


a repreſentative from every centenary of private jol- 


diers; and, in the aſſent of the majority in theſe two 


bodies, .confirmed by the general, the legiſlature con- 


Gitel - | 01s 1 
1 need not farther explain a matter ſo univerſally 


The Helge faction, by 2 groſs piece of negligence 
| in the Torres, had fo far infinuated themſelves and their 
opinions into the favour of Regoge before he came to 


the empire, that this Prince firmly believed them _ 
C3 - | 3 15 
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his only true friends, and the others his mortalene-- 
mies. By this opinion he governed all the actions of 
his reign. 85 E b r Wu | 53 
The Emperor died ſuddenly, in his journey to Ted- 
/u ; where, according to his uſual cuſtom, he was go- 
ing to paſs the ſummer. 2b 1 oo Rab 
This Prince, during his whole: reign, continued an. 
abſolute ſtranger to the language, the manners, the- 
laws, and the religion of Japan; and paſſing his whole 
time among old miſtreſſes, or a few privadoes, left the 
whole management of the empire in the hands of a mi- 
niſter, upon the condition of being made eaſy in his 
perſonal revenues, and the management of parties in 
the ſenate. His laſt Miniſter, who governed in the 
moſt arbitrary manner: for ſeveral years, he was thought 
to hate more than he did any other perſon in Japan, 
except his only ſon, the heir to the empire. The diſlike 
he bore to the former was, becauſe the miniſter, under 


pretence that he could not govern the ſenate without 


diſpoſing of employments among them, would not ſuf- 
fer his maſter to oblige. one ſingle perſon, but diſpoſed 
of all to his own relations and dependents. But, as to 
that continued and virulent hatred he bore to the Prince 
his ſon, from the beginning of his reign to his death, 
the Hiſtorian hath not accounted for it, further than 
by various conjectures, which do not deſerve to be re - 


| : lated.. FH * £4 *. 1 2 1 : . A 
C0 an . | e uf e 
The miniſter above mentioned was of a family not 


contemptible, had been early a ſenator, and from his 


youth a mortal enemy to the Yortes. He had been for- 


merly diſgraced. in the ſenate, for ſome frauds in the 
management of a public truſt. He was perfectly fkill-. 
ed, by long practice, in the ſenatorial forms; and dex- 
trous in the purchaſing of votes, from thoſe who could 
find their accounts better in complying with his mea-- 
ſures, than they could probably loſe: by any tax that 
might be charged on the kingdom. He ſeemed to fail, 
in point of policy, by not concealing his gettings, 
never ſerupling openly to lay out vaſt ſums of money in 
paintings, buildings, and purchaſing eſtates; when it 
was known, that, upon his firſt coming into buſineſs, 
upon the death of the Einpreſs Nena, his Kasan 
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102 An Account of the Co ud 
but inconſiderable. He had the moſt boldneſs, and 
the leaſt magnanimity that ever any mortal was endow. 
ed with. By enriching his relations, friends, and de- 
pendents, in a moſt exorbitant manner, he was weak 


enough to imagine that he had provided a ſupport a- 
gainſt an evil day. He had the beſt among all falſe 
. appearances of courage, which was a moſt unlimited aſ- 


ſurance, whereby he would ſwagger the boldeſt men in- 


to a dread of his power, but had not the ſmalleſt. por. 
tion of magnanimity, growing jealous, and diſgracing 


every man, who was known to bear the leaft civility to 
thoſe he diſſiked. He had ſome ſmall ſmattering in 
books, but no manner of politeneſs ; nor, in his whole 
life, was ever known to advance any one perſon upon 
the ſcore of wit, learning, or abilities for buſineſs, 
The whole ſyſtem of his miniſtry was corruption; and 
he never gave bribe or penſion, without frankly telling 
the receivers what he expected from them, and threat- 
ning them to put an end to his bounty, if they failed 


to comply in every circumſtance. 


A few months before the Emperor's death, there 
was a deſign concerted between ſome eminent perſons 
of both parties, whom the deſperate ſtate of the empire 


had united, to accuſe the miniſter at the firſt meeting 


of a new choſen ſenate, which was then to aſſemble ac- 


cording to che laws of that empire. And it was be- 


lieved, that the vaſt expence he muſt be at in chuſing 
an aſſembly proper for his purpoſe, added to the low 
ſtate of the treaſury, the increaſing number of penſio- 
ners, the great diſeontent of the people, and the per- 
ſonal hatred of the Emperor; would, if well laid open 
in the ſenate, be of weight enough to ſink the mini- 
ſter, when it ſhould appear to his very penſioners 


and creatures that he could not ſupply them much 


"While this ſcheme was in agitation, an account came 
of the Emperor's death, and the Prince his fon, with 
univerſal joy, mounted the throne of Japan. 

The new Emperor had always lived a private life, 
during the reign of his father; who, in his annual ab- 
ſence, never truſted him more than once with the reins 
of government, which he held ſo evenly that he became 
OY — 1 too 
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too popular to be confided in any more. He was 
thought not unfavourable to the Yortes, at leaſt not al- 
together to approve the virulence wherewith his father 
proceeded againſt them; and therefore, immediately 
upon his ſucceſſion, the principal perſons of that de- 
nomination came, in ſeveral bodies, to kiſs the hem 
of his garment, whom: he received with great courte- 
| ſy, and ſome of them with particular marks of diſtinc- 
tion. 8 | SON; 


not been truſted with any public charge, employed his 
leiſure in learning the language, the religion, the 
cuſtoms, and diſpoſition of the Japangſe; wherein he 
received great information, among others, from VNomp- 
toc, maſter of his finances, and preſident of the ſenate, 
who ſecretly hated Lelop: Aav, the miniſter; and like- 
wiſe from Ramneb, a moſt eminent ſenator, who, deſ- 
pairing to do any good with the father, had, with great 
| induſtry, ſkill, and decency, uſed his endeavour to in- 
ſti! good principles into the young Prince. 5 
Upon the news of the former Emperor's death, a 
rand council was ſummoned: of courſe, where little 
paſſed beſides directing the ceremony of proclaiming 
- the Succeſſor. But, in ſome days after, the new Em- 
peror having conſulted with thoſe perſons; in whom he 
could chiefly confide, and maturely conſidered in his 


own mind the preſent ſtate of his affairs, as well as the 


diſpoſition of his people, convoked another aſſembly 


of his council; wherein, after ſome time ſpent in general 
| buſineſs, ſuitable to the preſent emergency, he directed 


Lel:- Aav to give him, in as ſhort terms as he conve- 
niently could, an account of the nation's debts, of his 


management in the ſenate, and his negotiations with 


foreign courts: Which that miniſter having delivered, 
according to his uſual manner, with much affurance 
and little ſatisfaction, the Emperor defired to be fully 
ſarisfied in the following particulars. _ 4h 
Whether the vaſt expence of chuſing ſuch members 
into the ſenate, as would be content to do the public 
buſineſs, were abſolutely neceſſary ?o2 © 
Whether thoſe members, thus choſen in, would croſs 
and impede the neceſſary courſe of affairs, unleſs they 
| were 
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happened in 2 moſt. miraculous Janne 3. and that, 
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were ſupplied with your ſums of Oy and conti- 
nued penſions? | 

Whether che ſame corbption and pets were. 
to be expected from the Nobles ? | | 

Whether the empire of Japan were in ſo low a con- 
dition; that the imperial Envoys, at foreign courts, 
muſt be forced to purchaſe alliances, or prevent a war 
by immenſe bribes, given to the miniſters of all the 


_neigh bouring Princes ? 


Why the debts of the empire were ſo prodigiouſly 


advanced, in a peace of e years at home and a- 


read)! 

Whether the Fortes were eniverfally enemies to the 
religion and laws of the NE; and to der a e 
Family now reigning? 

Whether thoſe perſons, whoſe revenues confift in 
lands, do not give ſurer pledges of fidelity to the pu- 
blie, and are more intereſted in the welfare of the em- 
pire, than others whoſe fortunes conſiſt ny in mo- 
ney ? 

And ban Lelop- Aru, * Kenn years paſt, had 
engroſſed the whole adminiſtration, the Emperor 
fGignified, that from him alone he expected an anſwer. 

This miniſter, who had ſagacity enough to cultivate 
an intereſt in the young Prince's family, daring the 
late Emperor's life, received early intelligence from 


one of his emiſſaries of what was intended at the coun- 


eil, and had ſufficient time to frame as plauſible an an- 
ſwer as his cauſe and conduct would allow. However, 
having! deſired a few minutes to put his thoughts in 


5 


kar 0 he ee _— in ane eee manner. 


8 1 R. | 
e on this ſhort unexpected warning, to anſwer your 


Imperial Majeſty's queries I ſhould be wholly at a loſs, 


in your Majeſty's auguſt preſence, and that of this moſt 
noble afiembly, if I were armed with a weaker defence 


than my own loyalty and ah, Aa the projperous 


ſucceſs of my endeayours... 
It is well known that the death. of the Empreſs Nena 


if 


* 
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if ſhe had lived two months longer, your illuſtrious 
family would have been deprived of your right, and 
we ſhould have ſeen an uſurper upon your throne, who 
would have wholly changed the conſtitution of this em- 
pire, both civil and ſacred ; and although that Empreſs 
died in a moſt opportune ſeaſon, yet the peaceable en- 
trance of your Majeſty's father was effected by a conti- 
nual ſeries of miracles. The truth of this appears by 
that unnatural rebellion which the Yorzes raiſed, with-. 
out the leaft provocation, in the firſt year of the late 
Emperor's reign, which may be ſufficient to convince 
your Majeſty, that every foul of that denomination 
was, is, and will be for ever, a favourer of the Preten- 
der, a mortal enemy to your illuftrious family, and an 
introducer of new gods into the empire. Upon th is 
foundation was built the whole conduct of our affairs; 
and, fince a great majority of the kingdom was at that 
time reckoned to favour the Torte's faction, who, in 
the regular courſe of elections, mult certainly be choſen 
members of the ſenate then to be convoked; it was 
neceſſary, by the force' of money, to influence elections 
in ſuch a manner, that your Majeſty's father might 
have a ſufficient number to weigh down the ſcale on 
his fide, and thereby carry 6n thoſe meaſures'which 
could only ſecure him and his family in the poſſeſhon 
of the empire. To ſupport this original plan I came 
into the ſervice: But the members of the | ſenate, 
knowing themfelves every day more neceſſary, upon 
the chuſing of a new ſenate, I found the charges 
to increaſez and that, after they were choſen, they 
inſiſted upon an increaſe of their penſions; de- 
cauſe they well knew that the work 'cauld not be car- 
ned on without them: And I was more general in 
my donatives, becauſe I thought it was more for 
the honour of the crown, that every vote ſhould paſs 
without a diviſion; and that, when a debate was pro- 
ppſed, it ſhould immediately be quaſhed,' by putting 
the queſtion. | FFF 297 % E 
SIR, The date of the preſent ſenate is expired, 
and your Imperial Majeſty is now to canvoke a new 
one; which, I confeſs, will be ſomewhat more expen- 
five than the laſt, becauſe the Yortcs, from your arts 
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able reception, have begun to reaſſume a ſpirit where. 
of the country had ſome intelligence ; and we know 
the majority of the people, without proper manage. 
ment, would be ftill in that fatal intereſt. However, 
J dare undertake, with the charge only of four hun- 
dred thouſand ſprangs , to return as great a majori- 
ty of ſenators of the true ſtamp, as your Majeſty can 
defire. As to the ſums of money paid in foreign 
courts, I hope, in ſome years, to eaſe the nation of 
them, when we and our neighbours come to a good 
underſtanding. However, I will be bold to ſay, 
they are cheaper than a war, where your Majeſty is 
toe Eprincinalc: co! = 5 947 . 
The penſions, indeed, to ſenators and other per- 
ſons muſt needs increaſe, from the reſtiveneſs of ſome, 
and ſcrupulous nature of others; and the new mem- 
bers, who are unpractiſed, muſt have better encou- 
ragement. However, I dare undertake. to bring the 
eventual charge within eight hundred chouſand ſprangs. 
But, to make this eaſy, there ſhall be new funds raiſed, 
of which I have ſeveral ſchemes ready, without taxing 
bread or fleſh, which ſhall be referred to more preſſing 
occaſions. _ OLIVE Ot: JST ͤ 78 
+ Your Majeſty knows it is the laudable cuſtom of 
all Eaſtern Princes, to leave the whole management of 
affairs, both civil and military, to their Viſirs. The 
appointments for your family, and private purſe, ſhall 
exceed thoſe of your predeceſſors : You ſhall be at no 
trouble, further than_to appear ſometimes in council, 
and leave the reft to. me : You ſhall hear no clamour 
or complaints: Your ſenate ſhall, upon occaſions, de- 
clare you the beſt of Princes, the father of your coun- 
try, the arbiter of Aſia, the defender, of the oppreſ- 
ſed, and the delight of mankind. Ty 
81 R, Hear not thoſe who would moſt falſely, im- 
piouſly, and +maliciouſly inſinuate, that your govern- 
ment can be carried on without that wholeſome, ne- 
ceſſary expedient, of ſharing the public revenue with 
your faithful deſerving ſenators. This, I know, my 
enemies are pleaſed to call bribery and corruption. 
Be it ſo: But 1 inſiſt, that, without this a 
' | ant 


„About a million Sterling. 
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and corruption, the wheels of government wall not 
turn, or 5 leaſt will. be apt to take fire, like other 
wheels, unleſs they. be greaſed at proper times. If an 
angel from heaven ſhould deſcend, to govern this em- 
pire upon any other ſcheme than what our enemies call 
corruption, he muſt return from whence. he came, 
and leave the work undone. e. 

S1R, It is well known we are a trading nation, 
and conſequently cannot thrive in a bargain where no- 
thing is to be gained. The poor electors, who run 
from their ſhops, or the plongh, for the ſervice of 
their country, are they not to be conſidered for their 
labour and their loyalty? The candidates, who, with 
the hazard of their perſons, the loſs of their charac- 
ters, and the ruin of. their fortunes, are preferred to 
the ſenate, in a country where they are ſtrangers, be- 
fore the very lords of the ſoil; are they not to be re- 
warded for their zeal to your Majeſty's ſervice, and 
qualified to live in your metropolis as becomes the 
luſtre of their ſtations ? 

SIR, If I have given great numbers of the moſt 
profitable employments among my own relations and 
neareſt allies, it was not out of any partiality, but be- 
cauſe I know them beſt, and can beſt depend upon 
them. I have been at the pains to mould and culti- 
vate their opinions. Abler heads might probably 
have been found, but they would not be equally-un- 
der my direction. A huntſman, who hath the abſo- 
late command of his dogs, will hunt more effectual- 
ly than with a better pack, to whoſe manner and cry 
he is a ftranger. 5 7 ; 

S1r, Upon the whole, I will appeal to all thoſe 
who beſt knew your royal father, whether that bleſſed 
Monarch had ever one anxious thought for the public, 
or diſappointment, or uneaſineſs, or want of money 
for all his occaſions, during the time of my admini- 
ſtration? And, how happy the people confeſſed them- 
ſelves to be under ſuch a King, I leave to their own 
numerous addreſſes; which all politicians will allow 
to be the moſt infallible proof how any nation ftands 
affected to the Sovereign. 

| - Lelop-Aw, 


8 #, 
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Lalop- Anu, having ended his ſpeech and ftruck his 
forehead thrice againſt the table, as the cuſtom/ is in 
Japan, ſat down, with great complacency of mind, 
and much applauſe of his adherents, as 9 be ob. 
ſerved by their countenances and their whiſpers. But 
the Emperor's behaviour was remarkable; for, during 
the whole harangue, he appeared equally attentjve 
and uneaſy. After a ſhort pauſe, his Majeſty com- 
manded that ſome other: counſellor ſhould deliver his 
thoughts, either to confirm or object againſt what had 
been ſpoken by Le/op- Fav. | | 
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PUBLIC ABSURDITIES * 


IN ZNGLAND. 


T is a common topic of ſatire, which you will hear 
not only from the mouths of miniſters of ſtate, 


but of every whiffler in office, that half a dozen ob- 


ſcure fellows, over a bottle of wine or a diſh of coffee, 
ſhall preſume to cenſure the actions of parliaments and 
councils, to form. ſchemes of government, and new- 
model the commonwealth. ; 1 this uſually ridiculed 
as a pragmatical diſpoſition to. politics, in the very na- 
ture and genius of the people. It may poſſibly be true: 


And yet I am groſly deceived if any ſober man, of very 


moderate talents, when he reflects upon the many ri- 
diculous hurtful maxims, cuſtoms, and general rules of 
life, which prevail in this kingdom, would not with great 
reaſon be tempted. according to the preſent turn of his 
humour, either to laugh, lament, or be angry; or, if he 
were ſanguine enough, perhaps to dream of a remedy. 
It is the miſtake of wiſe and good men, that they ex- 
pet more reaſon and virtue from human nature, than, 


tak ing it in the bulk, it is in any ſort capable of. Who- 


ever hath been preſent at councils or aſſemblies of any 
ſort, if he be a man of common prudence, cannot but 
have obſerved ſuch reſults and opinions to have fre- 
quently paſſed a majority, as he would be aſhamed to 
advance in private converſation. I ſay nothing of crue]- 
ty, oppreflion, injuſtice, and the like, becauſe theſe 
are fairly to be accounted for in all aſſemblies, as be it 


gratifying the paſſions and intereſts of leaders; which 


is a point of ſuch high conſideration, that all others 


muſt give place to it. But I would be underſtood here 
to ſpeak only of opinions ridiculous, fooliſh, and ab- 
ſurd; with concluſions and actions ſuitable to them; at 


the ſame time when the moſt reaſonable propoſitions 


are often unanimouſly rejected. 


Vor, X. K | © ASQ. 
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And, as all aſſemblies of men are liable to this ac. 
cuſation, ſo likewiſe there are natural abſurdities from 
which the wiſeſt ſtates are not exempt, which proceed 
leſs from the nature of their climate. than that of their 
government; the Gaul, the Britons, the Spaniard, 
and Itallans, having retained very little of the charac. 
ters given them in antient hiſtory. 


- | 4 5 s 


By theſe and the like reflexions, | have been often led 
to conſider ſome public abſurdities in our own country, 


moſt of which are, in my opinion, directly againſt the 


rules of right reaſon, and are attended with great in- 


conveniencies to the ſtate. I ſhall mention ſuch of them 


as come into memory, without obſerving. any method ; 


and I ſhall give my reaſon why I take them to be ab- 
ſurd in their nature, and pernicious in their conſe. 
-quence. EE PTS. 4 eee 1:3 | 


It is abſurd that any perſon, who profeſſeth a diffe- 


rent form of worſhip from that which is national, ſhould 
be truſted with a vote for electing members in the 


45 Houſe of Commons. Becauſe every man is full of zeal 


for his own religion, although he regards not morality; 


and, therefore, will endeavour to his utmoſt to bring 


in a repreſentative of his own principles, which, if 


they be popular, may endanger the religion eſtabliſhed; 


which, as it hath formerly happened, may alter the 
whole gme of government. 5 

A ſtanding army in England, whether in time of peace 
or war, is a direct abſurdity. For, it is no part of our 


buſineſs to be a warlike nation, otherwiſe than by our 


fleets. In foreign wars we have no concern, further 


than in conjunction with allies, whom we may either 
aſſiſt by ſea, or by foreign troops paid with our money. 
But mercenary troops in Fugland can be of no uſe, ex- 
cept to awe ſenates, and thereby promote arbitrary 
20wer in a monarchy or oligarchy. __ | 
That the election of ſenators ſhould be of any charge 


to the candidates, is an abſurdity ; but, that it ſhould 
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be ſo to a miniſtry, is a manifeſt acknowledgment of 
the worſt deſigns. If a miniſtry intended the ſervice 


of their prince and country, or well underſtood where- 
in their own ſecurity beſt conſiſted, (as it is impoſſible 
that a parliament freely elected, according to the 5 
EZ | gina 
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ginal inſtitution, can do any hurt to a tolerable prince, 


or a tolerable miniſtry;) they would uſe the ſtrongeſt 


methods to leave the people to their own free choice: 
The members would then conſiſt of perſons who had 
beſt eſtates in the neighbourhood or county, or at leaft 
never of ſtrangers. And ſurely this is at leaſt fall as 


requifite a circumſtance to a leyiſlator, as to a jury- 


man, who ought to be, if poſſible, ex vrcinio; ſince 
ſuch perfons muſt be ſuppoſed the beſt judges of the 
wants and defires of their ſeveral boroughs and coun- 
ties. To chuſe a repreſentative for Berwick, whoſe 


eſtate is at the Land End, would have been thought in 
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former times a very great ſoleciſm; how much more as 


it is at preſent, where ſo many perſons are returned ſor 
boroughs, who do not poſſeſs a foot of land in the 


By the old conftitution, whoever poſſeſſed a free-hold 


in land, by which he was a gainer of forty ſhillings a- 
year; had the privilege to vote for a- knight of the 
ſhire. The good effects of this law are wholly eluded, 
partly by the courſe of time, and partly by corruption. 


Forty ſhillings in thoſe ages were equal to twenty pounds 


in ours; and therefore it was then a want of ſagacity 
to fix that privilege to a determinate ſum, rather than 
to a certain quantity of land, arable or paſture, able to 
produce a certain quantity of corn or hay. And there- 
fore it is highly abſurd, and again the intent of the 
law, that this defect is not regulated. | 


7 


But the matter is-ſtill worſe: For any gentleman 


can, upon occaſion, make as many freeholders as his 
eſtate or ſettlement will allow, by making leaſes for 
life of land at a rack- rent of forty ſhillings, where a 
tenant, who is not worth one farthing a-year, when 


his rent is paid, ſhall be held a legal voter for a perſon 


to repreſent his county. Neither do I enter into half 


the frauds that are praiſed upon this occaſion. 
It is likewiſe abſurd, that boroughs decayed are not 


ablo/utely extinguiſhed ; becauſe the returned members 
do in reality repreſent nobody at all, and that ſeveral 
lar; e cowns are not repreſented, though full cf induſtri- 


ou townſmen, who much advance the trade of the king-" 


dom. | | | 
. K 2 | The 
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The claim of Senators, to have themſelves and fer. 
vants exempted from law-ſuits and arreſts, 1s manifeſt. 
ly abſurd. The proceedings at law are already ſo 
ſcandalous a grievance, upon account of the delays, 
that they little need any addition. Whoever is either 
not able, or not willing to pay his juſt debts, or, to 
keep other men out of their lands, would evade the de- 
cifion of the law, is ſurely but ill- qualified to be a le. 


giſlator. 


A criminal, with as good reaſon, might ſit 


- on the bench, with a power of condemning men to be 


Hanged for their honeſty, By the annual ſitting of par. 
liaments, and the days of privilege preceding and ſub- 
ſequent, a Senator is one half of the year beyond the 
reach of common juſtice. | 55 „ 
That the ſacred perſon of a Senator's footman ſhould 

be free from arreſt, although he undoes the poor ale. 
wife by running on ſcore, 1s a circumſtance of equal 
wiſdom and juſtice, to avoid the great evil of his ma- 
ſter's lady wanting ber complement of liveries behind 


the coach, | 
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F | *HIS author 15 in moſt particulars the worſt quali- 
1ſied tor an hiſtorian that ever I met with. His 


| flyle is rough, full of improprieties, in expreſſions of- 


ten Scotch, and often ſuch as are uſed. by the meaneſt 
people. He diſcovers a great ſcarcity of words and 
phraſes, by repeating the ſame ſeveral hundred times, 5 
for want of capacity to vary them. His obſervations 

are mean and trite, and very often falſe. His Secret 

Hiſtory is generally made up of coffee-houſe ſcandals, 
or at beſt from reports at the third, fourth, or fifth 
hand. The account of the Pretender's birth, would 
only become an old woman in a chimney corner. His 
ranity runs intolerably through the whole book, af- 
fecting to have been of conſequence at nineteen years 
old, and while he was a little Scotch parſon of 40 pounds 
a-year. He was a gentleman born,. and,. in the time 

of his youth. and vigour, drew in an old maiden, 


daughter of a Scotch Earl, to marry him. His charac- 


ters are miſerably wrought, in many things miſtaken, 
and all of them detracting, except of thoſe who were 
friends to the Preſby terians. That early love of liberty 
he boaſts of is abſolutely falſe ; for the firſt book that T 
believe he ever publiſhed is an entire treatiſe in favour 
of paſſive obedience and abſolute power; ſo that his re- 
flexions on the clergy, for aſſerting, and then chan- 
ging thoſe principles, come very improperly from him. 
He is the moſt partial of all writers that ever pretend- 
ed ſo much to impartiality; and yet I, who knew him 
1 - wel? 
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well, am convinced that he is as impartial as he could 
poſſibly find in his heart; I am ſure more than I ever 


expected from him; particularly in his accounts of the 


Papiſt and Fanatic plots. This work may be more 
properly called A Hiſtory of Scotland during the author's 
time, with ſome digreſſions relating to England, rather 
than deſerve the title he gives it For I believe two 
thirds of it relate only to that beggarly nation, and 
their inſignificant brangles and factions. What he ſuc- 
ceeds beſt in, is in giving extracts of arguments and de- 
bates in council or parliament. Nothing recommends 
his book but the recency of the facts he mentions, moſt 
of them being ſtill in memory, eſpecially the ſtory of 


the Revolution; which, however, is not ſo well told as 


might he expected from one who affects to have had fo 
conſiderable a ſhare in it. After all, he was a man of 
generoſity and good nature, and very communicative; 
but, in his ten laſt years, was abſolute party- mad, and 
and fancied he ſaw Popery under every buſh. He hath 
told me many paſſages not mentioned in this Hiſtory, 


and many that are, but with ſeveral circumſtances ſup- 


preſſed or altered. He never gives a good character 
without one eſſential point, that the perſon was tender 
to diſſenters, and thought many things in the church 
ought to be amended. 5 N 


Setting up for a maxim, Laying daun for a maxim, Clapt 
up, Decency, and ſome other words and phraſes, he uſes 
many hundred times, $4 h 


Cut out for a Court, A pardoning planet, Clapt up, Lefi 
in the lurch, The Mob, Outed, A great beauty, Went round- 
iy to work: All theſe phraſes uſed by the vulgar, ſhew 
e 4g have kept mean or illiterate company in his 
youth. 1 „ 
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From the Invaſion of it by Julius Cxsar to WiL- 
; LIAM THE CONQUEROR, | 


: HE moft antient account we have of Britain is,. 


that the iſland was full of inhabitants, divided 


into ſeveral petty kingdoms, as moſt nations of the 


world appear to have been at firſt. The bodies of 
the Britons were painted with a ſky-coloured blue, either 
as an ornament or elſe for terror to their enemies. In 
their religion they were Heathens, as all the world was 


Their prieſts were called Druids : Theſe lived in 
hollow trees, and committed not their myſteries to- 
writing, but delivered them down by tradition, where- 
by they were in time wholly loſt. | 


\ 


Hl STORY or ENGLAND, 


The Britons had wives in common, ſo many to a par- 


ticular tribe or ſociety, and the children were in com- 
mon to that ſociety. : 


About fifty years before. Chriſt, Julius 8 the 


firſt Roman Emperor, having conquered Gaul or France, 


invaded Britain rather to increaſe his glory than con- 


queſts ; for, having overcome the natives in one or two 
bactles, he returned. 3 

The next invafion of Britain by the Romans (then 
maſters of moſt of the known world) was in the reign 


of the Emperor Claudius; but it was not wholly ſub- 


dued till that of Vero. It was governed by Lieutenants, 
- or 


* 


— 
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or Deputies, ſent from Rome, as Ireland is now by De. 
puties from England; and continued thus under the 
' Romans for about 460 years; till that empire, being in. 
vaded by the Gorhs and Yandals, the Romans were for. 
ced not only to recal their own armies, but alſo to 
draw from hence the braveſt of the Britouc, for their af. 
fiſtance againſt thofe Barbarians. | 
The Roman conqueſts in this iſland reached no fur. 
ther northward than to that part of Scotland where Stir. 
ling and Glaſgow are ſeated : The region beyond was 
held not worth the conquering : It was inhabited by a 
barbarous people, called Caledonians and Pits; who, 
being a rough fierce nation, daily infeſted the Brizih 
borders. Therefore the Emperor Severus built a wall, 
from Stirling to Glaſgow, to prevent the invaſions of 
the Pi#s It is commonly called the Piss Wall. 
Theſe Pids and Caledonians, or Scots, encouraged 
by the departure of the Romas, do now cruelly infeſt 
and invade the Britons by tea and land: The Britons 
chuſe Vortigern for their King, who was forced to in- 
vite the Saxons, (a fierce northern people) to aſſiſt him 
againſt thoſe Barbarians. The Saxons came over, and 
beat the Pic in ſeveral battſes; but, at laſt, pick 
uarrels with the Britons themſelves ; and, after a long 
war, drive them into the mountains of Males and Corn- 
wall, and eſtabliſh themſelves in ſeven kingdoms in 
_ Britain, (by them now called England.) Theſe ſeven 
kingdoms are uſually ſtiled the Saxon Heprarchy. 
About this time lived King Arthur (if the whole ſto · 
ry be not a fable) who was ſo famous for beating the 
+ Saxons in ſeveral battles. 1 ey | 
The Britons received Chriſtianity very early, and, as 
is reported, from ſome of the diſciples themſelves : So 
that, when the Romans left Þ:itain, the Britons. were 
nerally Chriſtians. But the Saxons were Heathens, 
till Pope Gregory the Great ſent over hither Auſtin the 
Monk, (A. D. Goc.) by whom Ezhelber; King of the 
South-Saxons, and his ſubjects, were converted to G hrifli- 
anity ; and the whole ifland ſoon followed the example. 
After many various revolutions in this iſland among 
the kingdoms of the Saxen, Egbert, deſcended ro 
7 5 | the 
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the Weiß- Saxen Kings, (A. D. $19.) became ſole mo- 
narch of Eng/and, | + T1 


The language in Britain was Britih, (now called 


Welch) or Latin; but, with the Saxons, Engliſb came 
in (although extremely different from what it is now.) 
The preſent names of towns, ſhires, &c. were given 


by them ; and the whole kingdom was called England 


from the Angles, who were a branch of the Saxons. 


As ſoon as the Saxons were ſettled, the Danes began 
to trouble and invade them, as they (the Saxons) had 


* 


before done the Britons. 5 NS 
Theſe Danes came out of Germany, Denmark, and 


| Norway, 2 rough warlike people, little different from 


the Saxons, to whom they were nigh neighbours, 
After many invaſions from the Danes, Edgar King 
of England ſeis forth the firſt navy. He was intitled 


= of all Aibion, an old name of this iſland) and was 


the firſt abſolute monarch. He made peace with the 
Danes, and allowed them to live in his dominions mixt 
with the Engliſb. ee L049 

In this Prince's time there were five Kings in Wales, 
who all did him homage for their country. | 


Theſe Danes began firſt to make their invaſions h WF : 
about the year 800, which they after renewed at ſeve- 


ral times, and under ſeveral leaders, 'and were as often 
repulſed, They uſed to come with vaſt numbers of 
ſhips, burn and ravage before them, as the cities of 


London, Winchefter, &c. Encouraged by ſucceſs and 


prey, they often wintered in England, e . them- 
ſelves in the northern parts, from whence 
infeſted the Saxon Kings. In proceſs of time they mix- 


ed with the Engliſb (as was ſaid before) and lived under 
the Saxon government: But Frhelred, then King of 


England, weary of the Daziſh inſolence, a conſpiracy 
is formed, and the Danes are maſlacred (A. D. 978. 
in one day all over Englanl. : 1 

Four years after, Seweyn King of Denmark, to revenge 
the death of his ſubjeQs, invades England; and, after 
battles fought, and much cruelty excereiſed, he ſub- 


ducs the whole kingdom, forcing Fthelred to fly into 


Normandy, = 


ey cruelly 
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diſpleaſure. 80 Harold advanced his forces into Su/- 
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Sæueyn dying, his fon Canutus ſucceeds in the king- 
dom; but Ezhelred returning with an army, Canutus 1s 
forced to withdraw to Denmark tor {uccour. 

Etbelred dies, and his fon Edmond Ironfide ſucceeds ; 
but Canutus returning with freſh forces from Denmar, 


| after ſeveral battles, the kingdom is parted between 


them both. Edmond dying, his ſons are ſent beyond 
ſea by Canutus, who is now ſole King of England. 

Hardicanute, the laſt Daniſh King, dying without if. 
ſue, Edward, fon of Etbelred, is choſen King. For 


his great holineſs, he was ſurnamed the Confeor, and 


fainted after his death. He was the firſt of our Prin- 
ces that attempted to cure the King's evil, by touch- 
ing. He firſt introduced what is now called the Com- 
mon Law. . In his time began the mode. and humour 
among the Engliſb gentry, of uſing the French tongue 
and faſhions, in compliance with the King, who had 
been bred up in Normandy. 7 ro Woes 
The Dani government in England laſted but twen- 
ty-ſix years, under three Kings. | "#2 
_ Edward the Confeſſor married the daughter of Earl 
Godwin, an Engliſh nobleman of great power, but of 
Daniſh extraction; but, wanting iſſue, he appointed 
Edgar Atbeling, grandſon to his brother, to ſucceed. him, 
and Harold, ſon of Earl Godin to be Governor of the 
young Prince But, upon Edward's death, Harold 
neglected Edger Atheling, and uſurped the crown for 
himſelf. i | 5 
Edward, while he was in Normandy, met ſo good re · 
ception, that it was ſaid he made a promiſe to that 
Duke, that, in caſe he recovered his kingdom, and 


died without iſſue, he would leave it to him. Edward 


dying, W:i{:am Duke of Normanay lends to Hareld to 


claim the crown; but Harold now in poſſeſſion, reſolves 
to keep it. Upon which Duke William, having pre- 


pared.a mighty fleet and army, invades England, lands 


at Haſtings, ſets fire to his fleet, to cut off all hope from 


his men of returning. To Harold he tent his meſlen- 
ger, demanding the kingdom and his ſubjection: But 
Harold returned him this anſwer, That, unleſs he de- 
parted his land, he would make him ſenſible of his juſt 


fex, 


— 


c 
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/cx, within ſeven. miles of his enemy. The Normay 


Duke, to ſave the effuſton of blood, ſent theſe offers to 
Harold; either wholly to reſign the kingdom to him, 


or to try the quarrel with him in ſingle combat. Te 
this Harold did not agree. Fe 


Then the battle joined. The Norman, had gotten 
the worlt, if it had not been for a ſtratagem they in- 
vented, which got them the day. in this engagement 
Harold was killed, and William Duke of Normandy be- 
came King of England, under the name of Millian the 
Conqueror, | „ 
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CONCERNING 


THE REPEAL of THE TEST, 


* 


i & HOSE of either fide who have written upon 
7 this ſubject of the Teſt, in making or anſwer- 
ing objections, ſeem to fail by not preſſing ſuffici- 
ently the chief point upon which the controverſy 
turns. The arguments uſed by thoſe who write fer 
the church are very good in their kind, but will have 
little force under the preſent corruptions of mankind, 

- becauſe the authors treat this ſubject tanguam in republi- 
ca Platonis, et non fœce Romuli. 

1 | It muſt be confeſſed, that, conſidering how few em- 
wi ployments of any conſequence fall to the ſhare of thoſe 
+ Engliſh who are born in this kingdom, and thoſe few 

very dearly purchaſed, at the expence of conſcience, 

liberty, and all regard for the public good, they ate 

not worth contending for: And, if nothing but proft 

were in the caſe, it would hardly coſt me one figh 

when I ſhould ſee thoſe few ſcraps thrown among 

every ſpecies of Fanatics, to ſcufle for among them- 
ſelves. | 1 8 

And this will infallibly be the caſe, after repealing 

i the Teſt. For, every ſubdiviſion of ſect will, with 

equal juſtice, pretend to have a ſhare; and, as it i; 

uſual with ſharers, will never think they have 3 

ö While 
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while any pretender 1s left unprovided. I ſhall not 
except the hos becauſe, when the paſlage is 
once let open for all ſects to partake in public emolu- 
ments, it is very probable the lawfulneſs of takin 
oaths, and wearing carnal weapons, may be eee 
to the brotherhood ; which thought, I confeſs, was firſt 
put into my head by one of the ſhrewdeſt Quakers in 
this kingdom “. Se 


 * Undoubtedly the Quaker hinted at by Dr Stoiſt was the late 
Mr Rookez a man who had a very good taſte for wit, had read a- 
bundance of hiſtory, and was perhaps the moſt learned Quaker, one 
of them, in the world. To the beſt of my recollection, he was 
the author of a good humorous paſtoral in the Quaker-Ryle, 
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outof their cells, and form them into corporations or ge 


_— ROK TONES 
CONTROLLED 


IN IREL AND. 


The Truth of ſome Maxims in State and Government, exa. 


mined avith reference to Ireland. 


HE RE are certain Maxims of State, founded 
upon long obſervation and experience, drawn 
from the conſtant practice of the wiſeſt nations, and 


from the very principles of government, nor ever con. 


trolled by any writer upon politics. Yet all theſe 
Maxims do neceſſarily preſuppoſe a kingdom, or com- 
monwealth, to have the ſame natural rights common 
to the reſt of mankind who have entered into civil ſo. 
ciety. For, if we could conceive a nation where each 
of the inhabitants had but one eye, one leg, and one 
hand, it is plain that, before you could inffitute them 
into a republic, an allowance muſt be made for thoſe 
material defects, wherein they differed from other mor- 
tals. Or, imagine a legiſlator forming a ſyftem for the 
government of Bealam, and, proceeding upon the 
maxim that man 1s a ſociable animal, ſhould draw them 


neral aſſemblies ; the conſequence might probably be, 
that they would fall foul on each other, or burn the 
houſe over their own heads. | 
Of the like nature are innumerable errors, committed 
by crude and ſhort thinkers, who reaſon upon general to- 
pics, without the leaſt allowance for the moſt important 
circumſtances, which quite alter the nature of the caſe. 
This hath been the fate of thoſe ſmall dealers, who 
are eyery day publiſhing their thoughts either on paper 
ox in their aſſemblies for improving the trade of Vie. 
land, and referring us to the practice and example of 
England, Holland, France, or other nations, ; 92 
all 
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T ſhall therefore examine certain maxims of govern- 

ment, which generally paſs for uncontrolled in the world, 

and con ſider how far they will ſuit with the preſent con- 

dition of this kingdom. Ec | 

Firſt, it is affirmed by wiſe men, that the dearneſs 
of things neceſſary for life, in a fruitful country, is a 

certain ſing of wealth and great commerce: For, when 

ſuch neceſlaries are dear, it muſt abſolutely follow that 
money is cheap and plent fu. ! 
- But this is manifeltly falſe in reland, for the follow- 
| ing reaſon. Some years ago, the ſpecies of money 
here did probably amount” to fix or ſeven hundred 
thouſand pounds; and | have good cauſe to believe, 
that our remĩttances then did not much exceed the caſh 
brought in to us. But the prodigious diſcouragements 
we have ſince received in every branch of our trade, 
0 by the frequent enforcements, and rigorous execution 
of the navigation- act, the tyranny of under cuſtom- 


< 
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A houſe officers, the yearly addition of abſentees, the pay- 9 

ments to regiments abroad, to civil and military officers- mo 
J- x R | | | 1 
h reſiding in England, the unexpected ſudden demands 1 
5 of great ſums from the treaſury, and ſome other drains ig 
5 of perhaps as great conſequence, we now ſee ourſelves Th 
G reduced to a- Rate (fince-we have no friends) of being 1 
4 pitied by our-enemies, at leaſt, if our enemies were of *| 
5 ſuch a kind as to be capable of any regards towards us; | ö 
he except of hatred and contempt. | e 1 
5 Forty years are now paſſed ſince the Revolution, J 
* when the contention of the Britiſb empire was, moſt 


8 


unfortunately for us, and altogether againſt the ufual 
courſe of ſuch mighty changes in government, decided 
in the leaſt important nation, but with ſuch ravages 
and ruin executed on both ſides, as to leave the king- 
dom a deſart, which, in ſome ſort, it ſtill continues. 
Neither did the long rebellions in 1641 make half ſuch 
4 deſtruction of houſes, plantations, and perſonal 
wealth, in both kingdoms, as two years campaigns did 
in ours, by fighting England's battles. 

By flow degrees, and by the gentle treatment we 
received under two aufpicious reigns, We grew able to 
live without running in debt. Our abſentees were 
but few, we had great indulgence in trade, a con- 
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fiderable ſhare in employ ments of church and ſtate; 
and, while the ſhort leaſes continued, which were let 
ſome years after the war ended, tenants paid their rent; 
with eaſe and chearfulneſs, to the great regret of their 
landlords, who had taken up a ſpirit of oppreſſion that 
is not eaſy removed. And although, in theſe ſhort 


leaſes, the rent was gradually to increaſe after ſhort 


eriods ; yet, as foon as the term elapſed, the land was 
let to the higheſt bidder, moſt commonly without the 
leaſt effectual clauſe for building or planting. Yet by 
many advantages, which this iſland then poſſeſſed, and 
hath ſince utterly loft, the rents of lands ſtill grew higher 
upon every leaſe that expired, till they have arrived at 
the preſent exorbitance: when the frog, overſwelling 


himſelf, burſt at laſt, 


With the price of land, of neceſſity roſe that of corn 
and cattle, and all ather commodities that farmers deal 
in: Hence likewiſe, obviouſly, the rates of all goods 
and manufactures among ſhopkeepers, the wages of 
ſervants, and hire of labourers. But, although our 
miſeries came on fait, with neither trade nor money 
left, yet, neither will the landlord abate in his rent, 
nor can the tenant abate in the price of what that rent 
muſt be paid with, nor any ſhopkeeper, tradeſman, or 
labourer live at lower expence, for food and cloathing, 
than he did before. | 

T have been the larger upon this firſt head, becauſe 
the ſame obſervations will clear up and ſtrengthen a 
good deal of what I ſhall affirm upon the reſt. | 

The ſecond Maxim of thoſe who reaſon » vu trade 
and government, is to aſſert, that low intereſt is a cer- 
tain ſign of great plenty of money in a nation, for 
which, as in many other articles, they produce the 
examples of Holland and England. But, with relation 
to 7reland, this Maxim is hkewile entirely falſe. 

There arg two reaſons for the lowneſs of intereſt in 
any country. Firſt, that which is uſually alledged, the 
great plenty of ſpecie; and this is obvious. The ſe⸗ 
cond 1s the want of trade, which ſeldom falls under 
common obſervation, although it be equally true. For, 
where trade is altogether diſcouraged, there are few 


porrowers, In thoſe countries where men can employ 
. 2 large 
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x large ſtock, the young merchant, whoſe fortune may 
be four or five hundred pounds, will venture to bor- 


row as much mo e, and can afford a reaſonable intereſt. 


Neither is it eaſy at this day to find many of thoſe, whoſe 
buſineſs rexches to employ even ſo inconſiderable a ſum, 
except among the importers of wine; who, as they 
have moſt part of the preſent trade in theſe parts of Ire- 
land in their hands, ſo they are the moſt exorbitant, 
exacting, fraudulent dealers that ever trafficked in any 
nation, and are making all poſſible ſpeed to ruin both 
themſelves and the narion. | Y 
From this defect of gentlemens not knowing how 
to diſpoſe of their ready money, ariſeth the high pur- 
chaſe of lands, which in all other countries is reckoned 


a fign of wealth, For, the frugal ſquires, who live 


below their incomes, have no other way to diſpoſe of 
their ſavings but by mortgage or purchaſe, by which 
the rates of land muſt naturally increaſe; and, if this 
trade continues long under the uncertainty of rents, 
the landed men of ready money will find it more for 
their advantage to ſend their caſh, to England, and 
place it in the funds; which I myſelf am determined 
to do, the firſt conſiderable ſum I ſhall be maſter of. 

It hath likewiſe been a maxim among politicians, 
that the great increaſe of baildings in the metropolis 
argues a flouriſhing ſtate. But this, I confeſs, hath 
been controlled, from the example of London; where, 
by the long and annual parliamentary ſeſſions, ſuch a 
number of ſenators, with their families, friends, adhe- 
rents, and expectants, draw ſuch prodigious numbers 
to that city, that the old hoſpitable cuſtom of lords and 
gentlemen living in their antient ſeats, among their 
tenants, is almoſt loſt in England ; is laughed out of 
doors ; in ſo mach. that, in the middle of ſummer, a 
legal Houſe of Lords and Commons might be brought 
na few hours to London, from their country villas 
within twelve miles round. gs 

The caſe in Ireland is yet ſomewhat worſe : For the 
abſentees of great eſtates, who, if they lived at home, 
would have many rich retainers in their neighbour- 
hoods, having learned to rack their lands, and ſhorten 
their leaſes, as much as any reſiding ſquire ; and _ 
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few remaining of theſe latter, having ſome vain hope 
of employments for themſelves or their children, and 
diſcouraged by the beggarlineſs and thievery of their 
own miſerable farmers and cottagers, or ſeduced by the 
vanity of their wives, on pretence of their children's 
education, (whereof the fruits are ſo apparent) together 
with that moſt wonderful and yet more unaccountable 
zeal for a ſeat in their aſſembly, though at ſome years 
purchaſe of their whole eſtates. Theſe, and ſome other 
motives better let paſs, have drawn ſuch a concourſe 
to this beggarly city, that the dealers of the ſeveral 
branches of building have found out all the commo- 
dious and inviting places for erecting new houſes, 
while fifteen hundred of the old ones, which is a ſeventh 
part of the whole city, are ſaid to be left uninhabited, 
and falling to ruin. Their method is the fame with 
that which was firſt introduced by Dr Barebone at Lon- 
den, who died a bankrupt. The maſon, the bricklayer, 
the carpenter, the ſlater, and the glazier, take a lot of 
ground, club to build one or more houſes, unite their 
credit, their ſtock, and their money, and, when their 
work is finiſhed, ſell it to the beſt advantage they can, 
But, as it often happens, and more every day, that their 
fund will not anſwer half their deſign, they are forced 
to underſell it at the firſt ſtory, and are all reduced to 
beggary. In ſo much that I kuow a certain fanatic 
brewer *, who is reported to have ſome hundreds of 
houſes in this town, 1s ſaid to have purchaſed the great- 
er part of them at half value from ruined undertakers, 
hath intelligence of all new houſes where the finiſhing 
3s at a ſtand, takes advantage of the builder's diſtreſs, 
and, by the advantage of ready money, pets fifty fer 
cent. at leaſt for his bargain. - 
It is another undiſputed maxim in government, that 
people are the riches of a nation; which is ſo univer- 
fally granted, that it will be hardly pardonable to bring 
it in doubt. And I will grant it to be ſo far true, even 
in this iſland, that, if we had the African cuſtom or 
privilege, of ſelling our uſeleſs bodies for {laves to fo- 
reigners, it would be- the moſt uſeful branch of our 
trade, by ridding us of a moſt unſupportable 8 
| a 
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; and bringing us money in their ſtead. But, in our pre- 


ſent ſituation, at leaſt five children in ſix who are born 
ly a dead weight upon us for want of employment, 


And a very ſkillful computer aſſured me, that above 
one half of the ſouls in this kingdom ſupported them. 
ſelves by begging and thievery, whereof two thirds 
would be able to get their bread in any other country 


upon earth. Trade is the only incitement to labour: 


Where that fails, the poorer native muſt either beg, 


ſteal, or ſtarve, or be forced to quit his country. This 
hath made me often wiſh, for ſome years paſt, that, in- 
ſtead of diſcouraging our people from ſeeking foreign 
ſoil, that the public would rather. pay for tranſporting 
all our unneceſſary mortals, whether Papiſts or. Prote- 


ſtants, to America, as drawbacks are ſometimes allowed: 


for exporting commodities where a nation 1s overſtock- 
ed. I confeſs myſelf to be touched with a very ſenſible 
pleaſure, when J hear of a mortality in any country- 
pariſh or village, where the wretches are forced to pay 
for a filthy cabbin and two ridges of potatoes treble the 
worth, brought up to ſteal or beg, for want of work; to. 
whom death would be the beſt thing to be wiſhed fon, 
on account both of themſelves and the public. | 

Among all taxes impoſed by the legiſlature, thoſe 
upon luxury are univerſally allowed to be the moſt e- 
quitable and beneficial to the ſubject ; and the com- 
moneſt reaſoner on government might fill a volume 
with arguments on the ſubject. Yet here again, by 
the ſingular fate of Ireland, this maxim is utterly falſe ; 
and the putting it in practice may have ſuch pernicious 


a conſequence, as | certainly believe the thoughts of 


the propoſers were not able to reach. ; 
The miſeries we ſuffer by our abſentees are of a far 
more extenſive nature than ſeems to be commonly un- 
derſtood. I muſt vindicate myſelf to the reader ſo far 
as to declare ſolemnly, that what I ſhall ſay of thoſe 
lords and ſquires, doth not ariſe from the leaſt regard 
I have for their underſtandings, their virtues, or their 
perſons. For, although 1 have not the honour of the 
leaſt acquaintance with any one among them, (my am- 
bit ion not ſoaring ſo high) yet I am too good a witneſs 


of the ſituation they have been in for thirty years row 
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the veneration paid them by the people, the high e. 
ſteem they are in among the prime nobility and gentry, 
the particular morks of favour and diſtinction they re- 
ceive from the court: The weight and conſequenee of 
their intereſt, added to their great zeal and application 
for preventing any har\iſhips their country might ſuffer 
from England, wiſely conſidering that their own fortunes 
and honours were embarked in the ſame bottom. 
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When three hundred pounds were bid for taking up 
the DRAPIER. | 


1 Sam, Chap. xvi. ver. 45. 


10 ND the people ſaid unto Saul, Shall Jonatban 
% J dic, who hath wrought this great ſalvation in 
1% Jjrae/? God forbid: As the Logrp liveth, there 
i ſhall not one hair of his head fall to the ground; 
for he wrought with Gop this day. So the people 
« reſcued Jonathan, that he died not.“ 
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On the Occaſion of WOOD's Project, 


Written in the Year M,D.cc,xx1iv. 
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GOatatians, vi. 10. 


A. wwe have therefore opportunity, let us do Good 
| unto all men. 


| ode directs every one of us, and God permits 
us, to conſult our own: private good before the 
private good of any other perſon whatſoever. We are, 
indeed, commanded to love our neighbour as ourſelves, 
but not as well as ourſelves. The love we have forour- 
ſelves 1s to be the pattern of that love we ought to have 
towards our neighbour : But, as the copy doth not e- 
qual the original, ſo my neighbour cannot think it 
hard, if I prefer myſelf, who am the original, before 
him, who is only the copy. Thus, if any matter equal- 
ly concern the life, the reputation, the profit of my 
neighbour, and my own; the law of nature, which 15 
the law. of God, obligeth me to take care of myſelf 
firſt, and afterwards of him. And this I need not beat 
much pains in perſuading you to; for the want of ſell. 
love, with regard to things of this world, is not a+ 
mong the faults of mankind. But then, on the other 
fide, if, by a ſmall hurt and lofs to myſelf, I can pro- 
cure a great good to my neighbour, in that caſe his in- 
tereſt is to be preferred. For example, if I can be ſure 
of ſaving his life, without great danger to my own; if 
I.can preſerve him from being undone, without ruining 


myſelf, or recovering his reputation. without blaſting 
| | mine; 
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DOING GOO D, Oe. * by 
mine ; all this I am obliged to do: And, if T fincerely 
perform it, I do then obey the command of God, in lo- 
ving my neighbour as myſelf, | 4 

But, beſide this love we owe to every man in his par- 
ticular capacity under the title of our neighbour, there 
is yet a duty of a more large extenſive nature incum- 
bent on us; which is, our love to our neighoour in his 
public capacity, as he is a member of that great body 
the commonwealth, under the {ame government with 
ourſelves ; and this is uſually called love of the public, 
and is a duty to which we are more ſtrictly obliged than 
even that of loving ourſelves ; becauſe therein ouriclves 
are alſo contained, as well as all our neighbours, in one 
great body. This love of the public, or of the com- 
monwealth, or love of our country, was in ancient times 
properly known by the name of Virtue, becauſe it was 
the greateſt of all virtues, and was ſuppoſed to contain 
all virtues in it: And many great examples of this vir- 
tue are left us on record, ſcarcely to be believed, or e- 
ven conceived, in ſuch a baſe, corrupted, wicked age as 
this we live in. In thoſe times it was common for men 
to ſacrifice their lives for the good of their country, al- 
though they had neither hope or belief of future re- 
wards ; whereas, in our days, very few make the leaft 
ſcruple of ſacrificing a whole nation, as well as their 
own ſouls, for a little preſent gain ; which often hath 
been known to end in their own ruin in this world, as 
it certainly muſt in that to come. 

Have we not ſeen men, for the ſake of ſome petty 
employment, give up the very natural rights and liber- 
ties of their country, and of mankind, in the ruin of 
which themſelves muſt at laſt be involved? Are not 
theſe corruptions gotten among the mcaneſt of our peo- 
ple, who, for a piece of money, will give their votes at 
a venture, for the diſpoſal of their own lives and for- 
tunes, without conſidering whether it be to thoſe who 
are moſt likely to betray or defend them ? 

But, if I were to produce only one inſtance of a hun- 
dred wherein we fail in this duty of loving our country, 
it would be an endleſs labour; and therefore 1 ſhalt not 
attempt it. 815 | e 
But here 1 would not be miſunderſtood: DN 
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love of our country I do not mean loyalty to our King, 
for that is a duty of another nature; and a man may be 


very loyal. in the common ſenſe of the word, without 


one grain of public good at his heart Witneſs this very 
kingdom we live in I verily believe, that, ſince the 
beginning of the world, no nation upon earth ever 
ſnewed (all circumſtances conſidered) ſuch high con- 
ſtant marks of loyalty in all their actions and behavi- 
our as we have done: And, at the ſame time, no peo- 
ple ever appeared n.ore utterly void of what is called a 
Public Spirit, When I ſay the people, | mean the bulk 
or maſs of the people, for I have nothing to do with 
thoſe in power. 


Therefore I ſhall think my time not ill ſpent, if I 


can perſuade molt or all of you who hear me, to ſhew 
the love you have for your country, by endeavouring, in 
your ſeveral ſtations, to do all the public good you are 
able. For I am certainly perſuaded, that all oar miſ- 
fortunes ariſe from no other original cauſe than that ge- 
neral diſregard among us to the public welfare. 

I therefore undertake to ſhew you three things.. 


Firſt, That there are few people ſo weak or mean, 


who have it not ſometimes in their power to be uſeful 
to the public. fy 1 | 
_ Secondly, That it is often in the power of the meaneſt 
- among mankind to do miſchief to the public. 
And /afthy, That all wilful injuries done to the pu- 
blic are very great and aggravated ſins in the ſight of 
God. | | 
Fir, There are few people ſo weak or mean, who 
have it not iometimes in their power to be uſeful to the 
Public. © 


Solomon tells us of a poor wiſe man who ſaved a city 


by his counſel. It hath often happened, that a private 


ſoldier, by ſome unexpected brave attempt, hath been 
inſtrumental in obtaining a great victory. How many 
obſcure men have been authors of very vſeful inven- 
tions, whereof the world now reaps the benefit? The 
very example of honeſty and induſtry in a poor tradeſ- 


man will ſometimes ſpread through a neighbourhood, 


when others ſee how ſucceſsful he is; and thus ſo ma- 
ny uſeful members are gained, for which the . 
| N / 
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Li 
dy of the publie is the better, | Whoever is bleſſed with 
a true public” ſpirit, God will certainly put it into his 
way to m. ke uſe of that bleſſing, | for the ends it was 
iven him, by ſome means or other: And therefore it 
. been obſerved in moſt ages, that the greateſt ac- 
tions, for the benefit! of the commonwealth, have been 
performed by the wifdom or courage, the contrivance 
or induſtry of particular men, and not of numbers; and 
that the ſafety of a kingdom hath often been owing to 
thoſe hauds from whence it was leaſt expeRted. ' 
But, Secondly, it is often in the power of the mean- 
eſt among mankind to do*miſchief to the public: And 
hence ariſe moſt of thoſe miſeries with which the ſtates 
and kingdoms of the earth are infeſted. How many 
great princes have been murdered by the meaneſt ruf- 
fans? The weakeſt hand can lopen a flood- gate to 
drown a country, which {a thouſand: of the ſtron 
Cannot ſtop. Thoſe who Have throwu off all regard 
for publie good, will: often | have it in their way tõ do 
public evil, and will not fail to exerciſe that power 
whenever they can. The greateſt blow given of late 
to this kingdom, was by the diſhoneſty of a few manu- 
facturers; who, by impoſing bad ware at foreign mar- 
kers; in almaſt the only traffic permitted to us, did 
half ruin that trade; by Wh'ch this poor unhappy 
kingdom now ſuffers in the midſt of ſufferings, If. wands 
not here of perſons in high Nations, who ought to be 
free from all reflection, and are ſuppoſed always to in- 
tend the welfare of the community: But we now find 
by experience, that the meaneſt inſtrument may, by the 
concurrence of aceidents, have it in his power to bring 
a whole kingdom to the very brink of deſtruction, ad 
is at this preſent endeavouring to finiſh his work; and 
hath agents among ourſelves, who are contented to ſee 
their own country undone, to be ſmall fffarers in that 
iniquitous gain, which at laſt muſt end in their own 
ruin as well as ours. I confeſs, it was chiefly the con- 
ſideration of that great danger we are in, which enga- 
ged me to diſcourſe to you on this ſubject; to exhort 
you to à love of your country, and a public ſpirit, when 
all you have is at! ſtake; to prefer the intereſt of your 


— i . 


* 
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Prince and your fellow ſubjects before that of one de. 


ſtructive impoſtor, and a few of his adherents, - 
Perhaps it may be thought by ſome, that this way 

of diſcourſing is not ſo proper from the pulpit. But 
ſurely, when an open attempt is made, and far carried 
on, to make a great kingdom one large poor-houſe, to 
deprive us of all means to exerciſe hoſpitality or chari- 
ty, to turn our cities and churches into ruins, to make 
the country a deſart for wild beaſts and robbers, to de- 
ſtroy all arts and ſciences, all trades and manufactur es, 
and the very tillage of the ground, only to enrich one 


obſcure ill deſigning projector, and his followers ; it 


is time for the paſtor to cry out that the wolf is getting 
into his floc k, to warn them to ſtand together, and all 
to conſult the common ſafety. And God be praiſed 

for his infinite good neſs in raiſing ſuch a ſpirit of $ 
among us, at leaſt in this point, in the midſt of all 


our former divifions ; which union, if it continue, will 


in all probability, defeat the pernicious. deſign of this 
peſtilent enemy to the-nation, | 
But, from hence, it clearly follows how neceſſary 
the love. of our country, or a public ſpirit, is in every 
particular man, fince the wicked have ſo many oppor- 


tunities of doing public miſchief. Every man is upon 


his own guard for his private advantage; but, where 
the public is concerned, he is apt to be negligent, con- 
ſidering : himſelf only as one among two or three millions, 


among whom the loſs is equally ſhared, and thus, he 


thinks, he can be no great ſufferer. Meanwhile the 
trader, the. farmer, and the ſhop-keeper, complain of 
the hardneſs and deadneſs of the times, and wonder 
whence it comes; while it is, in a great meaſure, owing 
to their own folly, for want of that love of their coun- 


try, and public ſpirit and firm union among themſelves, 


which are ſo neceſſary to the proſperity of every na- 


Another method by which the meaneſt wicked man 


X may have it in has power to injure the public, is falſe 


accuſation, whereof this kingdom hath afforded toomany 
examples: Neither is it long ſince no man, whoſe opi- 
nions were thought to differ from thoſe in faſhion, 
could ſafely converſe beyond his neareſt e 


union 
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282 814 * wad o we — a 


4% U N 20400 - ts. 


fear of being ſworn apainſt, as a traitor, by thoſe who 
made a traffic of perjury and ſubornation; by which 
the very peace of the nation was diſturbed, and men 
fled from each other as they would from a lion or a bear 
got looſe. And, it is 'very-remarkable, that the per- 
nicious project now in hand to reduce us to beggary, 
was forwarded by one of theſe falſe accuſers, who had 
been convicted of endeavouring, by perjury and-ſubor-. 
nation, to take away the lives of ſeveral innocent per- 
ſons here among us; and, indeed, there. could not be 


be 1 


a- more proper inſtrament for ſuch a work. +; + 
Another method by which the meaneſt people may 
do injury to the public, is the ſpreading of lies and 
falſe rumours, thus railing a diſtruſt among the people 
of a nation, cauſing them to miſtake their true intereſt; 
and their enemies for their friends: And>this hath been 
likewiſe too ſucceſsful a practice among us, where we 
have known the whole kingdom miſled by the groſſeſt 
lies, raiſed upon occaſion to ſerve ſome particular turn. 
As it bath alſo happened in the caſe I lately mens 
tioned, where one obſcure man, by repreſenting our 
wants where they were leaſt, and concealing them 
where they were greateſt, had almoſt ſucceeded in a 
project of utterly ruining this whole kingdom; and. 
may ſtill ſucceed, if God doth not continue that pu- 
blic ſpirit, which he hath almoſt miraculouſly kindled 
F t 57 5342) 05% 2 tus 1h ng0 re 26 whe 
Thus we ſee the public is many times, as it were, at 
the mercy of the meaneſt inflrament,.who can be wick. 
ed enough to watch opportunities of doing it miſchief, 
upon the principles of avarice or malice; which, I am 
afraid; are deeply rooted in too many breaſts, and againſt 
which there can be no defence, but a firm reſolution in 
all honeſt men, to be cloſely united and active in ſnewing 
their love to their country, by preferring the public in- 
tereſt to their preſent private advantage. If a paſſenger, 
in a great ſtorm at ſea, ſhould hide his goods that they 
might not be thrown over board to lighten the ſhip, 
what would be the conſequence? The ſhip is «caſt 
away, and he loſes his life and goods together. 
We have heard of men, who, through greedineſs of 
gain, have brought infected goods into a nation, 
ö | az: which. 
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which bred a plague, whereof the owners and their 
families periſhed firſt. Let thoſe among us confider 

. this and tremble, whoſe houſes are privately ſtored with 
| _ thoſe materials of beggary and deſolation, lately 

brought over to be ſcattered like peſtilence among their 

5 countrymen, which may probably firſt ſeize upon them- 

ſelves and their families, until their houſes ſhall be 
made a dunghill. C 
I chall mention one practice more, by which the 
meaneſt inftruments often ſuccced in doing public miſ- 
chief; and this is by deceiving us with plaufible argu- 
ments, to make us believe that the moſt ruinous pro- 
ject they can offer is intended for our good, as it hap. 
pened in the caſe ſo often mentioned. For the poor 
ignorant people, allured by the appearing convenience 
in their ſmall dealings, did not difcover the ſerpent in 
the braſs, but were ready, like the IVaelites, to offer 
incenſe to it; neither could the wiſdom of the nation 
© convince them, until ſome, of good intentions, made 
the cheat ſo plain to their fight, that thoſe who run 
may read. And thus the deſign was to treat us, in 
every point, as the Philiſtinet treated Samſon; (1 mean 
when he was betrayed by Dalilab) firſt to put out our 
eyes, and then bind us with fetters of braſs. 

I proceed to the laſt thing I propoſed, which was 
to ſhew you that all wilful injuries done to the public, 
are very great and aggravated fins in the fight of God, 
-. Firſt, It is apparent from Scripture, and moſt agree- 

able to reaſon, that the ſafety and welfare of nations 
are under the moſt peculiar care of God's providence, 
Thus he promiſed Abrabam to fave Sodom, if only 
ten righteous men could be found in it. Thus the rea- | 
| fon which God gave to Jonas for not deſtroying Nine- 
- weh was, becauſe there were ſix-ſcore thouſand men in 

that city. ) 0030 $6363.40 99844 157 
All government is from God, who is the God of 
order, and therefore whoever attempts to breed con- 
fuſion or diſturbance among a people, doth his utmoſt 
take the government of the world out of God's hands, 

- and to put it into the hands of the devil, who is the 
author of confuſion. By which it is plain, that ne 
crime, how heinous ſoe ver, committed . 8 
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lar perſons, can equal the guilt of him Who does in- 
jury to the public.” 5 „ 


Secondly, All offenders againſt their country lie un- 


der this grievous difficulty, that it is next to impoſſible 


to obtain a pardon, or make rellitutigwe The bulk f 


mankind are very quick at reſenting injuries, andi very 
now in forgiving them: And how:ſhall- one man be 
able to obtain the pardon of millions, or repair the in- 
juries he hath done to millions? How ſhall thoſe, 


who, by a moſt deſtructive fraud, got the whole wealth 


of our neighbouring kingdom into their hands, be ever 


able to make a recompence? How;|will the authors 


and promoters of that villataous project, fort the ruin 
of this poor country, be able to account with us far che 


injuries they have already done, although they ſnonld 


wretches, muſt entirely be left to the unfathomabie- 
mercies of God: For thoſe who know the leaſt in re: 


vours to make reſtitution to the perſon injured, and 


to obtain his pardon, added to a ſincere repentance 
there is no hope of ſalvation given in the Goſpel. 
Laftly, All: offences againſt; our own” country have 
this aggravation, that they are ungrateful and unnatural. 
It is to our country we owe thoſe: laws which protect us. 
in our lives, our ſiberties, our properties, and: our re- 
ligion. Our country produced us into the world, and 
continues to nouriſh us, ſo that it is uſually called our 
mother; and there have been examples of gat, magi- 
ſtrates, who have put their own children to death for 


endeavouring to betray their country, as if they had 


attempted the life of their natural parent. 


5 Thus I have briefly ſhewn you how terrible a ſin it: 
is to be an enemy to our country, in order to incite you: 
to the contrary virtue, which at this juncture is ſe high». 


ly neceſſary, when every man's endeavour will be of 
uſe. We have hitherto been juſt able to ſupport our- 
ſelves under. many hardſhips ; but now. the axe is laid 
to the root of the tree, and nothing but a firm union 
among us can prevent our utter undoing. . This we are: 


obliged to, in duty to our gracious King, as well as to- 
ourſelves. Let us therefore preſerve that public ſpirit, 
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which God hath raiſed in us for our own temporal in- 
tereſt. For, if this wicked project ſnhould ſucceed, 
which it cannot do but by our own folly; if we ſell 
ourſelves for nought; the merchant, the ſhop-keeper, 
the artificer, muſt fly to the deſart with their miſerable 
families, there to ſtarve or live upon rapine, or at leaſt. 
exchange their country for one more e compa than 
that-where'they were born. 

Thus much I thought it my Fave to ſay to you, who 
are under my care, to warn you againſt thoſe tem poral 
evils, which may draw the worſt of ſpiritual evils after 
them; ſuch as berescgeser „ murmurings, diſcon- 
tents, and all manner of wickedneſs which a en 
condition of life may tempt men to. | x 
Laim ſenſible that what I have now faid will not go 

_ far, being: confined to this aſſembly; but I hope 
ay ſtir up others of my brethren to exhort their ſe- 
veral congregations, after a more effectual manner, to 
 ſhew'their love for their country on this important oc- 
eaſton. And this, I am ſure, cannot be called med- 
—_ in affairs of ſtate. 
4 ray God protect hls moſt. gracious Majeſty, and 
alt Eugen, long under his government, and defend 
us from all ruinous projectors, deceivers, ſuborners, 
perjurers, falſe accufers, and oppreſſors; 3 from the vi- 
rulence of party and faction; and unite us in loyalty to 
our King, love to our country, and charity to each 
other. And this we beg t for r Jeſus n 1 n To 
R 1258 1 * 1. 425 
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pear conſtantly in trifh Manufactures. 
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Written in the Year 19 © R XIX. 


"HERE was a treatiſe. written about na "oy 
go, to perſuade the people of Ireland to wear 
their own manufactures.“. This treatiſe was allowed 
to have not one ſyllable in it of party or diſaffection, 
but was wholly founded upon the growing poverty, of 
the nation, occaſioned by the utter. Want of trade in e- 
very branch, except that ruinous importation/of all fe- 
reign extravagancies from other countries. This trea- 
tiſe was preſented, by the Grand- jury of the city and 
county of Dublin, as a ſcandalous, ſeditious, and fac- 
tious pamphlcs. . 4 forget who was the foreman of the 
city Grand- jury, but the foreman for the | county was 
one Dr Seal, regiſter to the Archbiſhop of Dublin, 
wherein he differed much from the ſentiments of his 
Lord. The Printer was tried before the late Mr 
Mbitcbet, that famous Lord Chief-Juſtice ; who, on the 
bench, laying his hand on his heart, declared upon his 
ſalvation that the author was a Jacobite, and had a de- 
fign to beget a quarrel between the two nations. In 
the midſt of this proſecution, about 4 506 weavers were 
forced to beg their bread, and had a general contribu- 
tion made 157 their relief, which juſt ſerved to make 
them drunk for a week; and then they were forced to 
2 rogues, or ſtroling beggars, or to leave the king⸗ 
om. 
The D 10 * Grafton, ho was n Lieutonane, be⸗ 
ing W e aſhamed ot ſo infamous and unpopular a 


- proceeding, 
# See vol. III. 
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| procceding, obtained from England a noli projequi for the 
Printer. Yet the Grand-jury had ſolemn thanks given 


them from the Secretary of State. 


I mentiop this paſſage (perhaps too much forgotten) 


to ſhew how dangerous it hath been for the beſt mean- 

| Ing peiſon to write one ſyllable in the defence of his 

country, or diſcover the miſerable condition it is in. 
And, to prove this truth, I will produce one inflance 


more; wholly omitting the famous caſe of the Drapier,, 


and the proclamation againſt him, as well as the per- 


verſeneſs of another jury againſt the ſame Mr Witcher, 


who was Ry bent to act the 1 part in an- 


other ſcene. 
About two years ago ere was a covet paper print- 


ed, Which was called A Sort Wien of the State of lre- 


. , relating the ſeveral cauſes whereby any country 
may grew rich, and applying them to {reland. Whitchet 

was dead, and conſequently the printer was not trou- 
bled. - MF, the famous journalift, happened to reprint 
this paper in CLondox, for which his preſs- folks were 


proſecuted for almoſt a ewefremonths 3 ane, ap . 1 


know, are not yet diſcharged. 
This is our caſe; inſomuch, chat, although Lam of- 


ten without money in my pocket, dare not on it in 
ſome company, for fear of being thought diſaffected. 


But ſince I am determined to take car, that the au- | 


thor of this paper ſhall not be diſcovered, (following 
herein the moſt prudent practice of the Drapier) J will 


venture to affirm, that the three ſeaſons wherein our 


corn hath miſcarried, did no more contribute to our 


preſent miſery, than one ſpoonful of water thrown up- 


on @ rat already drowned would contribute to his 
death; and that the preſent plentiful harveſt, although 


it ſhoald be followed by a dozen enfuing, would no 


more reſtore us, than it would the rat aforeſaid to put 
him near the fire, which might indeed warm his fur- 


coat, but never bring him back to liſGGſqe. 
Ihe ſhort of the matter is this: The diſtreſſes: of the 


kingdom. are operating. more and more every day; by - 
very large de rees, ane fo de been Song Tor: whore a. 


dozen 32 aſt. 
| | ; 1 c 
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If you demand from. whence theſe diſtreſſes 'have a- 
riſen, 1 deſire to aſk.the following queſtion. 

If two thirds of any kingdom's revenue be exported 
to another country, without one farthing of value in re-. 


turn, and if the ſaid kingdom be forbidden the moſt 
rofitable branches of trade wherein to employ the o- 


ther third, and only allowed to traffic in importing thoſe 
commodities which are moſt ruinous to. ſelf, how ſhall 
that kingdom ſtand 2. 

Tf this queſtion were 3 into the firſt propoſition 
of an hypothetical ly logiſm, I defy the man born in 
Ireland, who is now in the faireſt way of getting a col - 
leftorſhip, or a cornet 8 yo, to give a 8008 reaſon for 
denying it. 

Let me put bak 9% Ig Suppoſe. a gentleman's e. 


fate of 200 J. a year ſhould fink to one hundred, by 
ſome accident, whether by an earthquake or inundation 
it matters not, and ſuppoſe the ſaid gentleman utterly 


hopeleſs and unqualified ever to retrieve. the loſs ; how 
is he otherwiſe to proceed in his futy:e.ceconomy, than 
by. reducing. it on every article to one half leſs, unleſy 
be will be content to fly, his country, or rot in jail ? 
| This is a repreſentation of Jreland's condition, only with 
one fault, that it is a little too favourable... Neither am 
I able to propoſe a full remedy for this, that ſhall ever 
be granted, * only a ſmall prolongation of life, until 
God ſhall miraculouſly 450 the hearts of our neigh- 


bours, our kinſmen, our fellow Proteſtants, fellow 8 


jects, and ſellow rational creatures, to Horns us to 
ſtarve, without running further in debt. Jam inform- 
ed that our national debt (and God knows how. we 
wretches came by that faſhionable thing a national 
debt) is about 250, oo J.; which is, at leaſt, one third 
of the whole kingdom's rents, after our ablentees and 
other ſoreign drains are paid, and about $0,000 f. more 
than all the caſh. 


It ſeems there are Gmc ſchemes for raiſing a fund 5 


to pay the intereſt of this formidable ſum, (not the 
principal, for this is allowed impoſſible.) The neceſſi - 


ty of raiſing ſuch a fund is ſtrongly and regularly plead- 


ed from xn late deficiencies in the duties and cuſtoms. 
And is it the fault of r that theſe funds are defi- 


cient th | 
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cient ? If they depend on trade, can it poſſibly be other. 
wiſe, while we have neither liberty to trade, nor mo- 
ney to trade with; neither hands to work, nor buſineſs 
to employ them, if we had 5 Our diſeaſes are viſible e- 


nough, both in their cauſes and effects; and __ cures - 


are well known, but impoſſible to be applied. 
If my ſteward comes and tells me, that my rents are 
funk: ſo low that they are very little more than ſuffi- 


cient to pay my ſervants their wages, have I any other 
_ courſe left, than to caſhier four in ſix of my raſcally 
footmen, and a number of other varlets in my family, 
of whoſe infolence the whole neighbourhood complains. 


And I ſhould think it extremely ſevere in any law, to 
force me to maintain a houſehold of fifty ſervants, and 


fix their wages, before I had offered 8 7 n en upon 


. 


Ireland from the example 0 


oath to the legiſlators.” 
To return from digreſſing: I am told one ſcheme 


for raiſing a fund to pay the intereſt of our national 
debt, is by a further duty of forty ſhillings a ton upon 


wine. Some gentlemen would carry this matter much 
farther by raiſing it to twelve pounds; which, in a. 


manner, would amount to a prohibition. Thus weak. 
70 arguing from the practice of England. 
I have often taken notice, both in ovine ani in diſ- 


ä conſe, that there is no topic ſo ſallacious, either in 


talk or in writing, as to a gue how we-ought to act in 
England, Holland, France, 


or any other country, whoſe inhabitants are allowed the 


common rights and liberties of human kind. I could 
undertake to name ſix or ſeven of the moſt uncontrol- 


led maxims in government, which are ——_ falle 1 in 


3 6495 


this kingdom. 
As to the additional duty on wine, I think any per- 


fon may deliver his opinion upon it, until it ſhall have 


paſſed into a law; and, till then, 1 declare mine to be 
poſitively againſt it. Aae 

Fir, Becauſe there is no nation yet known, in- ei- 
ther hemiſphere, where the people of all conditions are 
more in want of ſome cordial to keep up their ſpirits, 
than in this of ours. I am not in jeſt; and, if the 
fact will not ebe lowed, me, 1 hall” not argue it. 


- ; | E $ econd!, 5 
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_ Secondly, It is too well and generally known, that 


this tax Of forty. Hullings additional on every ton of 
wine (which will be double atleaſt to the home - con- 
ſumer) will increaſe equally every new ſeſſion of parli- 
ament, until perhaps it comes to twelve pounds. 
Thirdly, Becauſe, as the merchants inform me, and 
as | have known many the like inſtances in England, 
this additional tax will more probably leſſen this branch 
of the revenue, than increaſe. it. And cherefore Sir MI 
Jobn Stanley, a commiſſioner of the cuſtoms, in England, J 
uſed to fay, That the Houſe of Commons were gene- = 
rally miſtaken im matters of trade, by an erroneous opi- 
nion that two and two make four, Thus, if you ſhould 
lay an additional duty of one penny a pound on rai- 
fins or ſugar, the revenue, inſtead of riſing, would 
certainly fink : and the conſequence would only be, to 
leſen the number of plum-puddings, and ruin the 
Fourth, I am likewiſe aſſured by merchants, that, 
upon this additional forty ſhillings, - the French will at 
leaſt equally raiſe their duties upon all commodities 
% e256. 1 IO. 
Fifihly, If an original extract of the exports and im- 
ports be true, we have been 8 upon the balance 
by our trade with France for ſeveral years paſt; and, 
although our gain amounts to no great ſum, we ought 
to be ſatisfied, ſince, we are no loſers, with the only. 
conſolation we are capable of receiving. 
Lafily, The worſt conſequence is behind. If we 
raiſe the duty on wine to a conſiderable height, we loſe. 
the only hold we have of keeping among us the few 
gentlemen of any tolerable eſtates. I àm confident, 
there is hardly a gentleman of eight hundred pounds a 
year and upwards, in this kingdom, who would ba- 
lance half an hour to conſider whether he ſhould live 
here or in England, if a family could be as cheaply 
maintained in the one as the other. As to eatables, 
they are as cheap in many fine counties of England, as 
in ſome very indifferent enes here; or, if there be any 
difference, that vein of thrift, and prudence in æcõοn- 
my, which paſſes there without reproach, (and chiefl7 
in Leadon JEU). Würd Apply e up PP I 
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But the article of French wine 'is hardly tolerable, in 
any degree of be to a ryiddfing fortune: And this 


Is it which, 
ſcale with tao 12 landed men diſengage d from em: 


plo ments, who content themſelves to Fi e hoſpitably 
with plenty of good wine in their own country, rather 
than in penury and obſcurity in another, with bad, or 


Wich none at all 
Having therefore, as far as in nie lies, aboliſhed KY 


additional duty upon wine; for I am not under the 
Teaſt concern about paying the intereſt of the nation- 


al debt, but leave it, as in loyalty bound, who!ly 
to the wiſdom of the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons: come now to conſider by what methods 


we may be able to put off, and delay our utter undo- 


in, as long as it is poſſible. 
never have diſcourſed ay reaſonable mth upon 


588 ſubject, who did, not allow that there was no re- 
medy left us, But to leſſen the impoftation of all un- 
neceſſary commoditics, as much as it was pofſible; ; 
and likewiſe, either to ' perſuade” our abſentees to ſpend 
their. money at home, which 1s impoſſible, or tax them 
at five ſhiVings ir the' pound during their abſence, with 


ſuch Allqwances, u Bon neceſſary occaſions, as it ſhall 


be thought ee! or, by permitting us a free 
trade, which is denied to no other nation upon earth. 


The three laſt methods are treated by Mr Prior, in his 


moſt uſeful treatiſe, added to his lift of abſentees. 


It is to gratify the vanity and pride, and lan bey or 


the women, and of the young fops who admire them. 
that we owe this infupportable Fivvance' of bringing 
in the inſtruments of gur ruin. There, is annually 
broug ht. over to this kingdom near ninety thouſand 
Sounds worth of OK, whereof the greater part is ma. 
nufactured: Thir thouſand pounds more is expended 
in muſlin; holland, cambric, and callicoe. What the 


: Ke of lace amounts to, is not eaſy to be collected 


om the cuſtom-honſe:-book, being a kind of goods 

fy run; but” con- 
ſidering the prodigious price of a woman's head-dreſs, 
at ten, twelve, twenty pounds à yard, muſt be very 


. The tea, rated at leben Mime per pound, 
8 8 comes 


- — 


owing habitual, wholly, turns the 
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comes to near twelve thouſand pounds; but, conſider- 
ing it as che common luxury of every chambermaid, 
ſempſtreſs, and tradeſman's wife, both in town and 
country, however they come by it, muſt needs coſt the 
kingdom double that ſum. Coffee is ſomewhat above 
„oO J. I have ſeen no account of chocolate, and 
ſome other Indian or American ds. The drapery 
imported is about 24, ooo. The whole amounts 
(with one or two other particulars) to 150, oo l. The 
laviſhing of all which money is juſt as prudent and ne- 
ceſſary, as to ſee a man in an embroidered coat beg- 
ging out of Newgate in an old ſhoe.  _—_ 
I allow that the thrown and raw filk is leſs pernici- 
ous; becauſe we have ſome ſhare in the manufacture; 
but we are not now in circumſtances to triflle. It coſts 
us above 40,000 J. a year: And if the ladies, till bet- 
ter times, will not be content to go in their own coun- 
try ſhifts, I wiſh they may go in rags. Let them vye 
with each other in the fineneſs of their native linen: 
Their beauty and gentleneſs will as well appear, as if 
they were covered over with diamonds and brocade. 
| . believe no man is ſo weak, as to hope or ex 
that ſach a reformation can be brought about by a law. 
But a thorough, hearty, unanimous vote, in both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament, might perhaps anſwer as well: Eve- 
ry ſehator, noble or plebeian, giving his honour, that 
neither himſelf, nor any of his family, would, in their 
dreſs or furniture of their honſes, make uſe of any 
thing except what was of the growth and manufacture 
of this kingdom; and that they would aſe the utmoſt = 
of their power, influence and credit, to prevail on 
their tenants, dependents, and friends, to follow their 
„„ eee e e , 
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What was ſaid by the DAR of ST Pa- 
-,-TRICK'S to the Logd Ma vo and ſome 

. of the ALDERMEN, when his Lordſhip 
came to preſent the ſaid DEAN with his 
Freedom in a Geld be. 


* 1 * 5 * 
* 4 f 


Xi HEN his Lordſhip had ſaid a few. words, 
Y V-- and preſented the inftrament, the Dean gent]: 
-pat it back, and deſired firſt to be heard. He faid 
He was much. obliged to his Lordſhip and the city for 

| | the honour they Were oing to | do him,, and which, as 
= - he Was informed, they had long intended him: That 
it was true this honour was mingled with a little mor- 
tification, by the delay which attended it; but which, 
however, he did not impute to his Lordſhip or the city: 
And that the mortification was the leſs, becauſe he 
would willingly hope the delay was founded on a miſ- 
take; for which opinion he would tell his reaſon, 
He aid, It was well Known, that, ſome time ago, a 
perſon with a title was pleaſed, in two great aſſemblies, 
;tojrattle bitterly ſome body without a name, under the 
injurious appellations of a Tory, a Jacobite, an enemy 
to' King George, and a libeller of the government; 
which character, the Dean ſaid that many people 
thought, was applied to him : But he was anne to 


be of that opinion, becauſe the perſon who had deli- 


: 
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vered thoſe abuſive words had, for ſeveral years, careſ- 
: Hed and courted, and ſollicited his friendſhip more than 
any man in either kingdom had ever done ; by inviting 

- him to his houſe in town and country, by coming to 
the Deanry often, and calling or ſending almoſt every 


day 
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day when the Dean was ſick, with many other particu- 
fg of the ſame nature, which continued even to a day 
or two of the time when the ſaid perſon made thoſe in- 
vectives in the Council and Houfs of Lords. There- 
fore, that the Dean would by no means think thoſe 
ſcurrilous words could be intended againſt him; be: 


cauſe ſuch a e foe . _ prin- | 
ligion, truth, and even 


ciples of honour, juſtice, r 
common humanity.' Therefore the Dean will endea- 
vour to believe, tliat the ſaid: perſon had ſome other ob- 
ject in his thoughts, and it was only the uncharitable 
cuſtom of the world that applied this character to him. 
However, that he would inſiſt on this argument no 
longer: But one thing he would affirm and declare, 
without aſſigning any name or making any exception; 


That, whoever either did or does, or ſhall hereafter ar 


any time, charge him with the character of a Jacobite, 
an enemy to King George,. or a libeller of the porn: 
ment, the ſaid accuſation was, is, and will be fa ſe, ma- 
licious, ſlanderous, and altogerher groundleſs. And, 


he would: take the freedom to tell his 3 and the 
rvice to 


reſt that ſtood by, that he hae done more 
the Hanover title, and more diſſervice to the Preten= 
der's cauſe, than forty thouſand of thoſe neiſy, rai; 
ting, malicious, empty zealots, to whom nature hath 
denied any talent'that could be of uſe to vos or their 
country, and left them only the gift of revi ing, and 


ſpitting their venom, againſt all who differ from them 


in their deſtructive principles both in church and ſtate. 
That he confefled it Was fometimes his mis fortune to 
diſlike ſome things in public proceedings in both king- 

doms, wherein he had often the horiour to agree Witll 
wiſe and good men; but this did by no means affect 
either his loyalty to his Prince; or love to his con- 
try. But, on the contrary, he proteſted that ſuch 
diſlikes never aroſe in him from any other principles, 


than the duty he owed to the King, and his affection 
to the kingdom. That he had been acquaipted with | 


courts and miniſters long enough, and knew too w 
that the beſt miniſters might miſtake in points of great 
importance; and that he had the honour to know ma- 
Ry more able, and at leaſt all a honeſt as 1 can be 
n its We INT 2: .531t 5 ee ne mE 
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Wha Was dg — Ne mh of 87 Pa- 
-TRICK'S to the oy Mayor and ſome 
of the ALDERMEN, when his Lordſhip 
came to preſent the ſaid DEAN with his 
1 ella, in a ole: box. 
W 1 E N bis . Loldip bad bid a few words 
and preſented | the inſtrument, the Dean vent] 
Pat it back, and deſired firſt to be heard. He fail, 
e was, much obliged to his Lordſhip. and the city for 
the honour they were going to do him, and which, as 
he was informed, GB, it long intended him: That 
it was true this honour was mingled with a little mor- 
. tification, by the delay which attended it; but which, 
however, he did not impute to his Lordſhip or the city: 
And that the mortification was the leſs, becauſe he 
" would willingly hope the delay was founded on a miſ- 
| Jake ; for which opinion he would tell his reaſon. 
e aid, It was en that, ſome time ago, a 
p on with 2 title was pleaſed, in two great aſſeniblies, 
to rattle bitterly ſome body without a name, under the 
injurious appellations of a Tory, a Jacobite, an enemy 
to' King George, and a libeller of the government; 
dae character, the Dean ſaid that many pt 
ht, was applied to him: But he was unwilling to 
; be CY that opinion, becauſe the perſon who had deli- 
vered thoſe abuſive words had, for ſeveral years, careſ- 
ed and courted, and ſollicited his friendſhip more than 
any man in either kingdom had ever done; by inviting 
- him to his houſe in town and country, by coming to 
the Oy" often, and calling or W almoſt 12 5 
ay 
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day when the Dean was ſick, with many other particu- 
lars of the ſame nature, which continued even to a day 
or two of the time when the ſaid perſon made thoſe in- 
vectives in the Council and Houſe of Lords. There - 
fore, that the Dean would by no means think thoſe 
fcurrilous words could be intended againſt him; be- 
cauſe ſuch a proceeding would overthrow all the prin- 


ciples of honour, juſtice, "religion, truth, and even 


common humanity. Therefore the Dean will endea- 
vour to believe, tltat the ſaid perſon had ſome other ob- 
ject in his thoughts, and it was only the uncharitable 
cuſtom of the world that applied this character to him. 
However, chat he would infiſt on this argument no 
longer: But one thing he would affirm and Ree, 
without afligning any name or making any exception; 


That, whoever either did or does, or ſhall hereafter at 


any time, charge him with the character of a Jacobite, 
an enemy to King George, or a libeller of the pore: 
ment, the ſaid accuſation was, is, and will be falſe, 

| licious, ſlanderous, and altogether groundleſs. And, 
he would: take the freedom to tell his Lordſhip and the 


reſt that ſtood by, that he had done more fer vice to 
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ling, malicious, empty zealots, to whom nature hath 


denied any talent that could be of uſe to God vr their 
country, and left them only the gift of reviling, and 
ſpitting their venom, aint | 
in their deſtructive principles both in church and ſtate. 
That he confeſled it was fometimes his mis fortune to 
diſlike ſome things in public proceedings in both king- 
doms, wherein he had often the honour to agree with 
wiſe and good men; but this did by no means affect 
either his loyalty to his Prince, or love to his coun- 
try. But, on the contrary, he proteſted that ſuch 
diſlikes never aroſe in him from any other principles, 
than the duty he owed to the King, and his affection 


to the kingdom. That he had been acquainted with 


courts and miniſters long enough, and knew too well 
that the beſt miniſters might miſtake in points of great 
importance; and that he had the honour to know ma- 
ny more able, and at leaſt full as honeſt as any can be 
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at preſent. The Dean further ſaid, That, ſince he had 

been ſo falſely repreſented; he thought it became him to 
give ſome account of himſelf for above twenty years, 
if it were only to juſtify. his Lordſhip and the city for 
the honour they were going to do him. He related 
briefly how, merely by his own perſonal credit, with- 
out other aſſiſtance, and in two journeys at his own 
expence, he had procured a grant of. the firſt fruits to 
the clergy, in. the late Queen's time; for which he 
thought he deſerved ſome gentle treatment from his 
_ brethren. That, during all the adminiſtration of the 
ſaid miniftry, he had been a conſtant adyocate for thoſe 
who are called the Whigs; had kept many of them in 
their employments, both in. Exgiazd and here, and 
ſome who were afterwards the firſt to lift up their heels 
againſt him. He reflected a little upon the ſevere 
treatment he had met with upon his return to Jreland 
after her Majeſty's death, and for ſome years after. 
'That, being forced to live retired, he could think of 
no better way to do public ſervice, than by employ- 

ing all the little Pang he could ſave, and lending it, 
without intereſt, in ſmall ſums. to poor induſtrious 
tradeſmen, without examining their party or their 
faith. And God had ſo far pleaſed to bleſs his en- 
deavours, that his managers tell him he hath recover- 
ed above two hundred families in this city from ruin, 
and placed moſt of them in a comfortable way of life. 
The Dean related how much he had ſuffered in his 
purſe, and with what hazard to his liberty, by a moſt 
iniquitous judge“; who, to gratify his ambition and 
rage of party, had condemned. an innocent book, 
written with no worſe a deſign, than to perſuade the 
people of this kingdom to wear their own manufac- 
tures. How the ſaid judge had endeavoured to get 
a jury to his mind, but they proved ſo honeſt, that 
he was forced to keep them eleven hours, and ſend 
them back nine times, until, at laſt, they were compel- 
led to leave the printer to the mercy of the court. 
And the Dean was forced to procure a noli proſequi from 
2 Noble Perſon, then ſecretary of ſtate, who had been 
his old friend. The Dean then freely confeſſed 1 5 


2 * See the Note Vol. III. p. 80, + Harding. 
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ſelf to be*author of thoſe books called the Drapier*s 
Letters, ſpoke gently of the proclamation offering 300 /. 
to diſcover the writer. He ſaid, That although a cer- 
tain” perſon was pleaſed to mention thoſe books in a 
ſlight manner at a public aſſembly, yet he (the Dean) 
had learned to believe, that there were ten thouſand to 
one in the kingdom who differed from that perſon ;-. 
and the people of England, who had ever heard of the 
matter, as well as in France, were all of the ſame opi- 
nion. The Dean mentioned ſeveral other particulars, 
ſome of which, thoſe from whom I had the account 
could not recolle&, and others, although of great con- 
ſequence, perhaps his enemies would not allow him; 
The Dean concluded with. acknowledging to have ex- 
preſſed. his wiſhes,. that an inſcriptien-might-have been 
graven on the box, ſhewing ſome reaſon why the city 
thought fit to do him.that honour, which was much. 
out of the common ferms to a perſon in a private ſta- 
tion; thoſe diſtinctions being uſually made only to 
chief governors, or perſons in very high employments. 
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1 A * in 211 opinions to beet according to my o own 


impartial: reaſon; which I am bound to inform and 
improve, as far as my Nn __- ren! will 
permit. . 
It may be ology in me to act ſonietimes* by other 
mens reaſon, but I can think only by my own. 
If another man's reaſon fully convinceth me, it be- 


comes my own reaſon. 


To ſay a man is bound to believe, is neither truth 
nor ſenſe. : 

You may force men, by intereſt or puniſhment, to 
ſay or ſwear they believe, and to act as if they believed: 
You can go no further. 

Every man, as a member of the commonwealth, 
ought to be content with the poſſeſſion of his own opinion 


in private, without perplexing his neighbour or diſturb- 
ing the public. 


Violent zeal for truth hath an hundred to one odds 
to be either ue. ambition, or pride. 

There is a degree of corruption wherein ſome na- 
tions, as bad as the world is, will proceed to an amend- 
ment; till which time particular men ſhould be quiet. 

To remove opinions fundamental in religion is 
impoſſible, and the attempt wicked, whether thoſe 


opinions be true or falſe; unleſs your avowed deſign be 
to aboliſh that religion altogether. So, for inſtance, in 


the famous doctrine of Chriſt's divinity, which hath been 


univerſally pre mob by all bodies of 8 * 5 
E 


THOUGHTS on RELIGION, gy 


the condemnation of Arianiſn under Conflantine and 


his ſueceſſors: Wherefore the proceedings of the Socini- 
ans are both vain and unwarrantable; becauſe they wilt 
be never able to advance their own opinion, or meet 
any other ſucceſs than breeding doubts and diſturbances 
in the world. Qui ratione ſua difturbant moenia mundi. 
The want of belief is a defect that ought to be con- 
cealed when it cannot be overcome. | 
The Chriſtian religion, in the moſt early nel a 
propoſed. to the Jews and :Heathens | without: che ar- 
ticle of Chriſt's divinity; ; which, remember, Zraſnus 


accounts for, by its being too ſtrong a meat for babes, 
Perhaps, if it were now ſoftened by the Chiugſe miſſion- 


aries, the converſion of thoſe infidels would be leſs: 
difficult: And we find by the Alauram it is the great 


ſtumbling- block of the Malometanc. Hut, in a coun- 
try aleady Chriſtian, to hring ſo fundamental a point 


of faith into debate, can have no conſequences that are 
not pernicious to morals and public peace. 

I have been often offended to find St Paul's. Aigen : 
ries, and other figures of Grecian een co ere 
by divines into articles of faith, |: n 
_ God's mercy is over all his wanks: but divines or 
all ſorts leſſen that mercy too much. 

I look upon myſelf, in the; capacity of a elergyman, 
to be one appointed by P. ovidence for defending a poſt 
aſſigned me, and for gaining over as many enemies as 
I can. Although I think my cauſe is juſt, yet one 
great motion is my ſubmitting to the pleaſure of Pro- 
vidence, and to the laws of my count. 

Lam not anſwerable to God for the doubts that 180 i 
in my own breaſt,  fince they are the conſequence of 
that reaſon which he bath planted in me, if I take care 
to conceal thoſe doubts from others, if I :uſs:my beſt 
endeavouis to ſubdue them, and if they have no in- 
fluence on the conduct of my life. 


I believe that thouſands of men would be orthodox F 


enough in certain points, if divines had not been too 
curious, or too narrow, in reducing orthodoxy with- + 
in the compaſs of . ſubtleties, niceties, and diſtine- 
tions, with little Warrant from ee * from 
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I never ſaw, heard, nor read, that the clergy were 
beloved in any nation where Chriſtianity was the reli. 
ion of the country. Nothing can render them. popu. 
but ſome degree of perſecution. e | 

Thoſe fine gentlemen who affect the humour of 
railing at the clergy, are, I think, bound in honour. 
to turn parſons themſelves, and ſhew us better ex- 
amples. | 8 1855 . 

Miſerable mortals | can we contribute to the honour 
and glory of Ged ? I could wiſh that expreflion were ftruck: 
out of our Prayer-books. „ . 
Liberty of conſcience; properly ſpeaking, is no more 
than the liberty of poſſeſſing our own thoughts and opi- 

. nions, which every man enjoys without fear of the magi- 
ſtrate: But how far he ſhall publicly act in purſuance of 
thoſe opinions, is to be regulated by the laws of the coun - 
try. Perhaps, in my own thoughts, I prefer a-well-inſti-- 
tuted commonwealth before a monarchy ; and I know. 
ſeveral others of the ſame opinion. Now, if, upon this 
pretence, I ſhould inſiſt upon liberty of conſcience, 
form conventicles of republicans, and print books pre- 
ferring that government and condemning what is eſta- 
bliſhed, the magiſtrate would, with great juſtice, hang 
me and my diſciples. It is the ſame caſe in religion, 

although not ſo-avowed; where liberty of conſcience, 
under the preſent acceptation, equally produces revo- 
lations, or. at leaſt convulſions and diſturbances in a 
ſtate ; which politicians would ſee well enough, if their 
eyes were not blinded by faction, and of which theſe. 
kingdoms, as well as France, Sweden, and other coun- 
tries, are flaming inftances. Croznawells notion upon 
this article was natural and right; when, upon the ſur- 
render of a town in Ireland, the Popiſh- governor in- 

fiſted upon an article for liberty of conſcience, Cromwell. 
ſaid, he meddled with no man's conſcience ;: but, if by. 
liberty of conſcience, the governor meant the liber- 
ty of the Maſs, he had expreſs orders from the par- 
lament of England againſt admitting any ſuch-liberty 
at all. VF 2.6 Kg | 5 . 
It is impoſſible that any thing ſo natural, ſo neceſ- 
ſary, and ſo univerfal as death, ſhould ever have been 
defigned by Providence as an evil to mankind. _ 
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Although reaſon were intended by Providence to 
govern our paſſions, yet it ſeems that, in two points of 

. greateſt moment to the being and continuance of 
the world, God hath intended our paſſions to prevail 
over reaſon. The firft is, the propagation of our ſpe- 
cies, ſince no wiſe man ever married from the dictates 
of reaſon. The other is, the love of life, which, from 
the dictates of reaſon, every man would deſpiſe, and 
with it at an end, or that it never had a begin- 
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THe E Scripture-ſyſtem of man's creation is what 
. Chriſtians are bound to believe, and ſeems moſt 
"i agreeable of all others to probability and reaſon. Adam 
was formed from a piece of clay,” and Ewe from one of 
11 his ribs. The text mentioneth nothing of his Maker's 
intending him for, except to rule over the beaſts of the 
field and birds of the air. As to Eve, it doth not ap- 
1 ar that her huſband was her monarch, only ſhe was 
| to be his help meet, and placed in ſome degree of ſub. 
jection. However, before his fall, the beaſts were his 
moſt obedient ſubjects, whom he governed by abſolute 
power. After his eating the forbidden fruit, the courſe 
== of nature was changed, the animals began to reje& his 
ith government ; ſome were able to eſcape by flight, and 
others were too fierce to be attacked. The Scripture 
mentioneth no particular acts of royalty in Adam over 
his poſterity, who were cotemporary with him, or of a- 
ny monarch until after the flood ; whereof the firſt was 
Nimred, the mighty hunter, who, as Milton expreſſeth 
it, made men, and not beaſts, his prey. For men were 
eaſier caught by promiſes, and ſubdued by the folly or 
treachery of their own ſpecies. Whereas, the brutes 
prevailed only by their courage or ſtrength, which, a- 
mong them, are peculiar to certain kinds. Lions, bears, 
elephants, and ſome other animals are ſtrong or valiant, 
and their ſpecies never degenerates in their native ſoil, 
except they happen to be enſlaved or deſtroyed by hu- 
man fraud: But men degenerate every day, merely by 
ine folly, the perverſenels, the avarice, the tyranny, the 
pride, the treachery, or inhumanity of their own Kind. 


A PRAYER 


we beſeech thee, thy pity and compaſſion towards 
this thy languiſhing ſervant: Teach her to place her 
hope and confidence entirely in thee ; give her a true 


ſenſe of the emptineſs and vanity of all earthly rang. y 


make her truly ſenſible of all the infirmities af her life 
paſt, and grant to her ſuch a true ſincere repentance as 
15 not to be repented of. Preſerve her, O Lord, in a 
ſound mind and A during this thy viſita- 
tion ; keep her from both the ſad extremes of preſump- 
tion and deſpair. If thou ſhalt pleaſe to reſtore her to 


her former health, give her grace to be ever mindful. 


of that mercy, and to keep thoſe good reſolutions ſhe 


now makes in her fickneſs, ſo that no length of time, 
nor proſperity, may entice her to forget them. Let no 
thought of her misfortunes diſtract her mind, and pre- 


vent the means towards her recovery, or diſturb her in 
her preparations for a better life. We beſeech thee alſo, 
O Lord, of thy infinite goodneſs to remember the 

actions of this thy ſervant; that the naked ſhe hath 
clothed, the hungry ſhe hath fed, the fick and the fa- 
therleſs whom ſhe hath relieved, may be reckoned, ac- 
cording to-thy gracious promiſe, as if they had been 
done unto thee. Hearken, O Lord, to the prayers of- 
fered up by the friends of this thy ſervant in her be- 


half, and eſpecially thoſe now made by us unto thee. 
6 Give 


ATE nrx and moſt gracious Lord God, extend, 


f 
! 
' 
5 
ö 
7 
i 


1 — 


— — 


e 


PN 


* 
2 2 +1 64D 2 2 5 - . : 5 * : => =Y * 1 
— hg pe open — 2 a — — pos — — _ — — a — * A — = — 
— — 7 . 4 g A 
Five ITS ——— 1 8221 2 — wack © If — : y N 
8 = - — moatn — —— of . 8 
: ” I 2 e S , PI = 
A FFP CLE 1 * — — 12 4 * we a 
2 * at. 1 * * 


FFF ²⁰ m ͤvM ICS ce 9 a 


ws” 


* 
- 


156 A PRNATER for STELLA, 85 
Give thy bleſſing to thoſe endeavours uſed for her re. 
covery ; but take from her all violent deſire, either of 
life or death, further than with reſignation to thy holy 
will. And now, O Lord, we implore thy gracious fa- 
vour towards us here met together; grant that the ſenſe 
of this thy ſervant's weakneſs may add ſtrength to our 
faith, that we, conſidering the infirmities of our nature, 
and the uncertainty of life, may, by this example, be 
drawn to repentance before it ſhall pleaſe the to viſit us 
in the like manner. Accept theſe prayers, we beſecch 
thee, for the ſake of thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord; 
who, with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth and reign- 
eth ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
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our's coming into the world, all kinds of flearn- 
ing flouriſhed to a very great degree, inſomuch 
that nothing is more frequent in the mouths of many 


; 5 | | 4 ©» } | a 1 - 8 N 
] T is remarkable that, about the time of our Savi- 


men, even ſueh who pretend to read and to know, 


than an extrava 
and virtue of le. | 
likewiſe of thoſe antient philoſophers who went before 
them, whoſe doctrines are left upon record either by 


gant praiſe and opinion of the wiſdom 


themſelves: or other writers. As far as this may be 


taken for granted, it may be ſaid, that the Providence 
of God brought this about far ſeveral very. wiſe ends 
and purpoſes.: For, it is certain that theſe philoſophers 


had been a long time before ſearching out where, to fix 


the true happineſs of man; and, not being able to a- 


oy upon any certainty about it, they, could not poſſi- 


ly but conclude, if they judged impartially, that all 


their inquiries were, in the end, but vain and ſruitleſs; 


ledgment of the weakneſs of all human wiſdom, but 
likewiſe an open paſſage hereby made, for the lettin 
in thoſe: beams of light, which the glorious ſunſhine 
of the goſpel then brought into the world, by revealing 
thoſe hidden truths, which they had ſo long before been 
labouring to diſeover, and fixing the n ers 
neſs of mankind beyond all controverſy and diſpute. 
And therefore the Providence of God wiſely. ſuffered 
men of deep genius and learning then to ariſe, who 
ſhould ſearch into the truth of the. goſpel now made 
„ Oe We”. | nown, 
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e Gentile ſages of thoſe. days, and 
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known, and canvaſs its doctrines with all the ſubtilty 
and knowledge they were maſters of, and in the end 
freely acknowledge that to be the true wiſdom only 
which cometh from above. Jams iti. 15, 16, 17. 
However, to make a further inquiry into the truth 
of this obſervation, I doubt not but there is reaſon to 
think that. a. great many. of thoſe.encomiums given to 
antient philoſophers are taken upon truſt, and by a ſort 
of men who are not very likely to be at the pains of 
an inquiry that would employ ſo much time and think- 
ing. För the uſual ends why men affect this kind of 
diſcourſe, appear generally to be either out of oſtenta- 
tion, that they may paſs upon the world for perſons of 
great knowledge and obſervation; or, what is worſe, 
there are ſome who highly exalt the wiſdom of thoſe 
Gentile ſages, thereby obliquely to glance at and 
traduce Divine Revelation, and more eſpecially that of 
the goſpel; for the conſequence they would have us 
draw, is this: That, fince thoſe antient philoſophers 
roſe to a greater pitch of wiſdom and virtue than was 
ever known among Chriſtians, and all this purely upon 
the ſtrength of their own reaſon and liberty of thinking; 
therefore it muſt follow, that either all Revelation is 
ſalſe, or, what is- worſe, that it has depraved the nature 
of man, and left him worſe than it found him. 
But this high opinion of Heathen wiſdom is not very 
: antient in the world, nor at all countenanced from pri- 
mitive times: Our Saviour had but a low eſteem of it, 
as appears by his treatment of the Phariſees and Saddu- 
cees; who followed the doctrines of Plato and Epicurus. 
St. Paul likewiſe, who was well verſed in all the Gre. 
tian literature, ſeems very much to deſpiſe their philo- 
ſophy, as we find in his writings, cautioning the Colo- 
fans to beware leſt any man ſpoil them through philo- 
ſophy and vain decit. And, in another place, he ad- 
viſes Timorhy to avoid prophane and vain babblings, 
and oppoſitions of ſcience, falſly ſo called; that is, 
not to introduce into the Chriftian doctrine the jang- 
lings of thoſe vain philoſophers, which they would paſs 
upon the world for ſcience. And the reaſons he gives 
are, Fir, That thoſe who profeſſed them did err con- 
cerning the faith: Secondly, Becauſe the knowledge of 


/ 


them 


— 
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them did increaſe ungodlineſs, vain babblings being 
other ways expounded vanities, or empty ſounds ; that 
is, tedious difputes about words, which the philoſo- 
hers were always ſo full of, and which were the natu- 
ral product of diſputes and diſſenſions between ſeveral 
Neither had the primitive fathers any great or good 
opinion of the Heathen philoſophy, as it is manifeſt 
from ſeveral paſſages in their writings: So that this 
vein of affecting to raiſe the reputation of thoſe-ſages- 
ſo high, is a mode and a vice but of yeſterday, aſſum- 
ed chiefly, as l have ſaid, to diſpatage revealed knows 
ledge, and the conſequences of it among us. 
Now, becauſe this is a prejudice which may prevail 
with ſome perſons, ſo far as to leſſen the influence of 
the goſpel, and whereas therefore this is an opinion 
which men of education are like to be encountered 
with, when they have produced themſelves into the 
world; 1 ſhill endeavour to ſhew that their preference 
of Heathen wiſdom and virtue, before that of the 
Chriſtian, is every way unjuſt, and grounded upon ig- 
norance or miſtake: In order to which I ſhall conſider 
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Fig, I ſhall produce. certain points, wherein the 


wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philoſophy in ge- 
neral, fell ſhort, and was very imperfe ct. 
Secondly, I ſhalt ſhew, in ſeveral inſtances, where 
ſome of the moſt renowned philoſophers have been 


groſsly defective in their leſſons of moralitx. 
Tyrraly, F Hall prove the perfection of Chriſtian wif · 
dom, from the proper characters and marks of it. 
 Laftly, I ſhalb ſhew that the great examples of ' wiſ- 
dom and virtue among the Heather wiſe men, were pro- 
duced by perſonal merit, and not influenced” by the 
doctrine of any ſect; whereas, in Chriſtianity, it is 
quite che nf . ß7ĩßʒ 
Fir, I ſhall produce certain points, wherein tlie 
wiſdom and virtue of all unrevealed philoſophy in ge- 
neral fell ſhort, and was very im perfect.. 
My deſign is to perſuade men, that Chriſtian phild- 
ſophy is in all things preferable to Heathen wiſdom; 
from which, or its profeſſors, I ſhall however have no 
„„ occaſion 


occaſion to detract. They were as wiſe and as good as 
it was poſſible. for them under ſuch diſadvantages, and 
would have probably been infinitely more with ſuch 
aids as we enjoy: But our leſſons are certainly much 
better, however our practices may fall, ſhort. _ 


The fr point 1 ſhall mention was that univerſal de- 
fet which was in all their ſchemes, that they could 
not agree about their chief good, or wherein to place 
the happineſs of mankind, nor had any of them a to- 
lerable anſwer upon this difficulty, to ſatisfy a reaſon- 
able perſon. For, to ſay, as the moſt plauſible of them 
did, that happineſs coniiſted in virtue, was but vain 
babbling, and a mere ſound of words, to amuſe others 
and themſelves ; becauſe they were not agreed what 
this virtue was, or wherein it did conſiſt; and like- 
wiſe, becauſe ſeveral among the beft of them taught 
* _ quite different things, placing happineſs in health or 
good fortune, in riches or in honour, where all were 
agreed that virtue was not, as I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſhew, when I ſpeak of their particular tenets. ' 
The ſecond great defect in the Gentile philoſophy 
was, that it wanted ſome {uitable reward proportioned 
to the better part of man, his mind, as an encourage- 
ment for his progreſs in virtue. The difficulties they 
met with upon the ſcore of this default were great, and 
not to be accounted for: Bodily goods, being only 
ſuitable te bodily wants, are no reſt at all for the mind; 
and, if they were, yet are they not the proper fruits of 
wiſdom and virtue, being equally attainable oy the 1 
norant and wicked, Now, human nature is fo. conſti- 
5 tuted, that we can never purfue any thing heartily but 
= upon hopes of a reward. If we run a race, it is in ex- 
4 pectation of a prize; and the greater the prize the faſter 
= we run; for an incorruptible crown, if we underſtand 
| it and believe it to be ſuch, more than a corruptible - 
# one. But ſome of the philoſophers gave all this quite 
another turn, and pretended to reſine ſo far, as to call 
virtue its own reward, and worthy to be followed only 
for itſelf: Whereas, if there be any thing in this more 
than the ound of the words, it is at leaſt too abſtracted 
to became an | univerſal influencing principle in the 
| world, and therefore could not be of general uſe. 1 
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It was the want of aſſigning ſome h ee propor- 


tioned to the ſoul of man, that cauſed many of them, 
either, on the one hand, to be ſoure and moroſe, ſuper- 
cilious and untreatable; or, on the other, to fall into 
the vulgar purſyits of common men, to hunt after great - 
neſs and richesf to make their court, and to ſerve oe- 


caſions; as Plaro did to the younger: Dionyſius, and 
Ariſtothe to Alexander the Great. So impoſſible is it for 
a mah, Who looks no further than the preſent world, to 
fix himſelf him long in a contemplation Where the pre- 
ſent world has no part: He has no ſure hold, no firm 


footing; he can never expect to remove the earth he 
reſts upon, While he has no ſupport beſide for his feet, 
but wants, like Archimedes, ſome other place whereon to 


ſtand. Toltalk of bearing pain and grief, without any 
fort of preſent or future hope, cannot be purely great- 


neſs of ſpirit ; there muſt be a mixture in it of affecta- 


tion, and an alloy of pride, or perhaps! is Mane, 8 


terfeit. 
It is true there has been all along i in the werla a 


notion of rewards and puniſhments in another life; but 
it ſeems to have rather ſerved as an entertainment to 
poets, or as a terror of children, than a ſettled princi- 
ple, by which men pretended to govern any of their 


actions. Ihe laſt celebrated words of Socrates, | a little 
before his death, do not ſeem to reckon or huild much 
upon any ſuch opinion; and Cz/er made no ſcruple to 
diſowyn it, and ridicule it in open ſenate 
Thirdly, The greateſt and wiſeft of all their. hiloſo- 
puer were never able to give any ſatisfaction, to others 
and chemſelbes, in their notions of 'a 'Deity;' They 


were often extremely g ſs and abſurd in their con- 5 


ceptions; and thoſe Who made the faireſt conjectures 
are ſuch as were generally allowed by the learned to 
have ſeen the ſyſtem of Meet, if I may 0 call it, who 


was in great reputation at that time in the Heather 


world, as we find by Diodorus, Faſtin,” Lenginus, and 


other dib for the reſt, the Wiſeſt among them laid 


aſide All no ons after a Deity, as a diſqdiſition vain 


and fruitlefs, Which indeed it was upon unfevealed 


| principles; aid thoſe who ventured to e too Rar 
fell into incokerence and confuſion - 2050 
O 3 1 85 Farah) 


P f 
a, 
prop > * do — —— — et —— 
—— — —-¼ — — . — — OO EN to *ðÜ 
ty wy * — 


* 
Error 
- 
5 


/ 


162 K 8 EBER M O N. 


. Fourthly, Thoſe among them who had the: juſteſt 
conceptions of a Divine Power, and did alſo admit a 
Providence, had no notion at all of entirely relying and 


depending upon either; they truſted in themſelves fer 


all things: But, as for a truſt or dependence upon God, 
they would not. have underſtood tephraſe 3 it made 


5 0 part of the profane ſtyle. 


Fherefore it was; that, in all. iChes' and events, 
oily they could not reconcile: to their own ſentiments 
of reaſon and juſtice, they were quite difconcerted : 
They had no retreat; but, upon every blow of adverſe 
fortune, either affected to be indifferent, or grew ſullen 


and ſevere, or elſe yielded and ſunk like other men. 


Having now produced certain points, wherein the 
wiſdom and virtue of all unrevealed philoſophy fell 


Hort, and was very imperfect; I go on, in the ſecond 


place, to ſhew in ſeveral inſtances, where ſome of the 


moſt renowned philoſophers have been groſsly defective 


in their leſſons of morality. 

Thales, the founder of the Ionic ſet, ſo het 
for morality, being aſked, How a man might bear ill- 
fortune with greateſt eaſe? anſwered, ** By ſeeing: his 


e enemies in a worſe condition.“ An anſwer truly 


barbarous, unworthy of human nature, and which in- . 
eluded ſuch cause. as muſt Aera all ſociety 


from the world. 


Solon, lamenting the 55 of a ſon, one told him, 
% You lament in vain: 4 Therefore (ſaid he) I la- 
„ ment, becauſe it is in vain.” This was a, plain con- 
ſeſſion how imperfect all his philoſopby was, and that 
ſomething was ſtill wanting. He owned that all his 


wiſdom and morals were uſeleſs,. and this upon one of 


the moſt frequent accidents in life. How much better 
could he have learned to ſupport himſelf even from 
David, by his entire dependence upon God; and that 
before our Saviour had advanced the notions of reli- 
gion to the height and perfection wherewith he hath in- 
Rructed his diſciples ? Plato himſelf, with all his. refine- 
ments, placed happineſs in wiſdom, health, good for- 
tune, honour, and riches; and held that they who en- 


joyed all theſe were perfectly: happy: Which: ag 


was o indeed unworthy it's POND, leaving th je Wile we 
3 | e 


the good man aer wh FR of uncertain chance, 


and to be miſerable without reſource. | 

His ſcholar, Ariſtotle, fell more groſsly into the fame 
notion; and plainly affirmed, That virtue, without the 
goods of fortune, was not ſufficient, for happineſs, but 
that a wiſe man muſt be miſerable in poverty and ſick- 
neſs. - Nay, Diogenes himſelf, from whoſe pride and 
fingularity one would have looked for other notions, 
delivered it as his opinion, That a your 125 man was 
the moſt miſerable thing in life. 
_ - -Zeno alſo and his followers, fell into many abſarditics, 

among which nothing could be greater than that of 

maintaining all crimes, to be equal, which, inſtead of 
making viee hateful, N OL ching ne 
and familiar to all men. Th 90 | 
' Laſtly, Fpicurus had no notion: of juſtice but 0d i 
was profitable ; and his 3 happineſs i in pleaſure, 
with all the advantages he could expound it hy, was lia- 
ble to very great exception: For, although he taught that 
pleaſure did confiſt in virtue, yet he did not any way 
fix or aſcertain the boundaries of virtue, as he ought 
to have done ; by which means he miſſed his followens 
into the greateſt vices, making their names to je fam 
e and ſcandalous, even in the Heathen world. 
_ Fhayezproduced theſe few inſtances from a great ma- 
ny others, to ſhew the imperfection of Heathen philo- 
fophy, wherein I have confined myſelf wholly to their 
morality. And ſurely we may pronounce upon it in 
the words of St. James, that This avi/dom- deſcended. not 
Na above, but. was earthly and ſenſual. What if I had 

produced their abſurd notions about God and the ſoul ? 
i would then haye compleated the character given it 
by that Apoſtle, and appeared to have been deviliſh 
too. But it is eaſy, to ob rve, from the nature of theſe 
few particulars, that their defects in morals were Pure- 
ly the flagging and fainting of the mind, To want of a 
fupport by revelation. from God. 


41 proceed therefore, i in the third place, to think the 


perfection of Chriſtian wiſdom from above, and 1 ſhall 
.endeaygur to make it appear from thoſe proper charac- 
ders ans; marks of ny the Apoſtle, EIN OO, 
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in the third chapter, and 15th, 16th, and wpth verſes, 


The words run thus: 
This cvifdem deſcenderh not row” above She its earthly 
es der devilifh. | 

For aubere . and gd, by here 1 confi fon, and 
every evil aur. ekt füt 

But the auiſdum Bat lin Nen. aber; 15 f 1. the 
praceable; gentle, and eaſy to be intreaten, full of merey and 
good fruits, without partiality, and avitboat 1:47) 

The wiſdom from above is firſt pure, This parity” & 
the mind and ſpirit is peculiar to he goſpel. Our Sa- 
viour ſays, Bleſſed are tht pure in heart, for they ſhall ſor 
God. A mind free from all pollution of laſts ſhall have 
_ a daily viſion of God, whereof unrevealed religion can 
form no notion. This is it which keeps us unſpotted 


from the world; and hereby many have been prevailed 


upon to live in the practice of all purity, holineſs; and 
righteouſneſs, far beyond the ave re de of the moſt ce- 
Jebrated philoſophers. * © | 
It is peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be bern ee: the 
Chriftian doctrine teacheth us all thoſe diſpoſitions" that 
make us affable and courteous, : gentle and kind, with- 
but any moroſe leaven of pride or vanity, which en- 
tered into the compoſition of moſt Heathen ſchemes : 
80 we are taught to be meek and lowly. © Our Savi- 
-our's laſt legacy was Peace; and he commands us to 
bers. che our offending brother unto ſeventy times ſeven. 
Chriſtian wiſdom is full of mercy and good works, 
cocehing: the height of all moral virtues, of which the 
Heathen; fall infinitely ſnort. Plato indeed (and it is 
Worch obſerving) has ſomewhere a dialogue, or part of 
one, about forgiving our enemies, which was perhaps 
the higheſt ſtrain ever reached by man, without divine 
aſſiſtance; yet how little is that to What out Saviour 
commands us ? Ts love rü that bite ur; fo Bleſs them 
+ hat curſe us ; and ab good to them that deſpitefuliy uſe us. 
_ Chriſtian wiſdom 1 is tb en it is not cal- 
culated for this or that nation or people, - but the whole 
race of mankind:? Not to the phlloſophieal ſchemes, 
Which were narrow and confiied}* adapted to their pe- 


<uliar man e ſeas ; ;! Ty it overy:ne- 
tion, 


| A 8 RMD N. 366 
tion, he that feareth God and worketh rightpulaels, is 
accepted with him. 

Laſtly, It is without poeriſy : It appears. to be what 
it really is; it is all of a piece. By the doQrines of 
the goſpel we are ſo — from being — to publiſh 

to the world thoſe virtues wei have not, that we are 
commanded to hide, even from ourſelves, thoſe we 
really have, and not to let our right hand know what 
our left hand does; unlike ſeveral branches of the 
Heathen wiſdom, which pretended to teach inſenſibili- 
ty and indifference, magnanimity and contempt of life, 
u hile, at the ſame ima: in alen yams ic balied, its own 
doctrines. 

come now, in the af plac, to 3 mat the great 
examples of wiſdom. and virtue, among the Grecian, — 
ges, were produced by perſonal merit and not influ- 
enced by the doctrine of any panenin {as : whereas, 
in Chriſtianity, it is quite the contrary. - 

The two virtues moſt celebrated by ancient 9 
were fortitude and temperance, as relating to the go- 
vernment of man in his private capacity, te which their 
ſchemes. were: generally, addreſſed and confined a and 
the two inſtances, wherein thaſe virtues. arrived at the 
greateſt height, were Socratat and Cato. Put neither 
thoſe, nor any other virtues poſſeſſed hy theſe two, were 
at all owing to any leſſons or doctrines of a ſect. For 
| Socrates himſelf was of. none at all; and although Cato 
was called a Stoic, it was more from a reſemblance of 
manners in his. worſt 55 valities, than that be avowed 
himſelf one of their diſciples. The ſame. may. berat- 
firmed of many other great men of antiquity... From 
whenee I infer, that thoſe who were renowned for yir- 
tue among them, were more obliged to the good natu- 
ral diſpoſitions of their own minds, than to the doctrines | 

of any ſect they pretended to follow. 
On the other fide, as the examples of fortitude and 
patience, among the primitive Chriſtians, have been 
infinitely greater and more numerous, ſo they were ab 
together 5 product of their principles and doctrine | 
and were ſuch as the ſame perſons, without thoſe. e a . 
would never have arrived to. Of this. truth moſt ofthe 
Apoſtles, with many thouſand martyrs, are a cloud of 
| 5 witneſſes 


_ witneſſes beyond exception. Having therefore ſpoken 
fo largely upon the former heads, I ſhall dwell no long. 
er upon this. a „ ts 
And, if it ſhould here be objected, Why does not 
Chriſtianity ſtill produce the ſame effects? It is eaſy to 
anſwer, Fi, That although the number of pre- 
tended Chriſtians be great, yet that of true believers, 
in proportion to the other, was never ſo ſmall; and it 
1s a true lively faith alone, that, by the aſſiſtance of 
God's grace, can influence our practice. 
Secondly, We may anſwer, that Chriſtianity itſelf has 
very much ſuffered by being blended up with Gentile 
8 The Platonic ſyſtem, firſt taken into re- 
Iigion, was thought to have given matter for ſome early 
hereſies in the church. When diſputes began to ariſe, 
the Peripatetic forms were introduced by Scotus, as beſt 
fitted for controverſy. And, however this may now | 
have become neceſſary, it was ſurely the author of a li- 
tigious vein, which has fince occaſioned very pernicious 
conſequences, ſtopt the progreſs of Chriſtianity, and 
been a great promoter of vice, verifying that ſentence 
given by Sz. James, and mentioned before, I bere en- 
Aying and flrife is, there is confuſion, and every evil work. 
This was the fatal flop to the Grecians, in their progreſs 
both of arts and arms: Their wiſe men were divided 
under ſeveral ſects, and their governments under ſeve- 
ral commonwealths, all in oppoſition to each other, 
which engaged them in eternal quarrels among them- 
ſelves, while they ſhould have been armed againſt the 
common enemy. And I wiſh-we had no other exam- 
ples from the like cauſes, lefs foreign or antient than 
that. Diogenes ſaid, Socrates was a madman; the di- 
FKiples'of Zeno and Epicurus, nay of Plato and Ariſtotle, 
were engaged in fierce diſputes about the moſt inſigni- 
ficant trifles. And, if this be the preſent language and 
practice among us Chriſtians, no wonder that Chriftia- 
nity does not ſtill produce the ſame effects which it did 
at firſt, When it was received and embraced in its utmoſt 
purity and perfection. For ſuch a wiſdom as this can- 
not agſcend from above, but muſt be earthly, ſenſual, de- 
vililß; full of conſuſion and every evil work: 29 75 5 
OP 231 0 12 N a | 81-4 
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the xvi/dom from above, is firft pure, = peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and VN Fruits, gt 
out partiality, and without hypocryy. his is the true 
heavenly wiſdom, which Chriſtianit y only, can boaſt of, 
and which the greateſt of the 3 wiſe men could 


never ar rive at. 


Now to God the Father, tc, Cs... „ 
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x” HE continual concourſe of beggars, from all 
parts of the kingdom to this city, having made 
It impoſſible for the ſeveral pariſhes to maintain their 
own poor, according to the antient .laws of the land ; 

- ſeveral Lord Mayors did apply themſelves to the Lord 
Archbiſhop of D#«4/in, that his Grace would direct his 
clergy, and the church-wardens of the ſaid city, to ap- 

int badges of braſs, copper, or pewter, to be worn 
y the poor of the ſeveral pariſhes. The badges to be 
marked with the initial letters of the name of each 
church, and numbered 1, 2, 3, Cc. and to be well 
ſewed and faſtened on the right and left ſhoulder of the 
outward garment of each of the ſaid poor, by which 
they might be diſtinguiſhed. And that none of the 
ſaid poor ſhould go out of their own pariſh to beg alms ; 
whereof the beadles were to take care. C 
| His Grace, the Lord Archbiſhop, did accordingly 
ive his directions to the clergy ; which, however, have 
proved wholly ineffectual, by the fraud, perverſeneſs, 
or pride of the ſaid poor, ſeveral of them openly pro- 
teſting they will never ſubmit to wear the ſaid badges; 
and of thoſe who received them, almoſt every one =, 
them in their pockets, or hang them on a ſtring about 
their necks, or faſten them only with a pin, or wear 
- them under their coats, not to be ſeen. By which 
means the whole deſign is eluded, ſo that a man may 
walk from one end of the town to the other, without 
ſeeing one beggar regularly badged, and in ſuch great 
numbers, that they are a mighty nuſance to the public, 
molt of them being foreigners. Ut 
| t 


* See a Treatiſe on the ſubject, Vol, III. p. 335» 
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It is therefore propoſed, That his Grace the Lord 


Archbiſhop would pleaſe to call the clergy of the city ? 


together, and renew his directions and exhortations to 


them, to put this affair of badges effectually in prac- 


tice, by ſuch methods as his Grace and they ſhall agree 
upon. And I think it would be highly neceſſary, that 
ſome paper ſhould be paſted up, in ſeveral proper parts 

of the city, ſignifying this order, aud exhorting all peo- 
ple to give no alms except to thoſe poor who are regu. 
larly badged, and only while they are within the pre- 
cincts of their own pariſhes. And, if ſomething. like 


this were delivered by the miniſters, in the reading- 


deſk, two or three Lords-days ſucceſſively, it would 
ſtill be of further uſe to put this matter upon a righ 
foot. And that all who offend againſt this tegulation 
be treated as vagabonds and ſturdy beggars. 


Deanry-houſe, „ t og put Gong wa ok 
Sept, 26. 1726. | „ | 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
ie ls ' ABOUT 


MAINTAINING TAE POOR. 


| W E have been amuſed, for at leaſt thirty years 
VV paſt, with numberleſs ſchemes in writing and 
diſcourſe, both in and out of parliament, for maintain- 
ing the poor, and ſetting them to work, eſpecially in 
this city ; moſt of which were idle, indigeſted, or viſi- 
onary, and all of them ineffectual, as it hath plainly ap- 
peared by the "conſequences. Many of thoſe projec- 
tors were ſo ſtupid, that they drew a parallel from 
Holland and England, to be ſettled in Ireland; that is to 
ſay, from two countries with full freedom and encou- 
ragement for trade, to a third where all kind of trade 
is cramped, and the moſt beneficial parts are entirely 
taken away. But the perpetual infelicity of falſe and 
fooliſh reaſoning, as well as proceeding and acting up- 
on it, ſeems to be fatal to this country. 

For my own part, who have much converſed with 
thoſe folks who call themſelves Merchants, I do not re- 
member to have met with a more ignorant and wrong- 
thinking race of people in the very firſt rudiments of 
trade; which, however, was not ſo much owing to 
their want of capacity, as to the crazy conſtitution of 
this kingdom, where pedlars are better qualified to 
thrive than the wiſeſt merchants, I could fill a vo- 
lume with only ſetting down a liſt of the public ab- 

_ ſurdities, by which this kingdom hath ſuffered within 
the compaſs of my own memory, ſuch as could not be 
believed of any nation, among whom folly was not e. 
ſtabliſhed as a law. I cannot forbear inſtancing a few 
ot theſe, becauſe it may be of ſome uſe t6 thoſe who 
ſhall have it in their power to be more cautious for tbe 
future. 

The 


% 


CONSIDERATIONS about, Ec. 171 
The firſt was the building of the barracks, Whereof 
J have ſeen above one half, and have heard enough of 
the reſt, to affirm that the public hath been cheated of 
at leaſt two thirds of the money raiſed for that uſe by, 
the plain fraud of the undertakers, 12S 
Another was the management of the money raiſed 


for the Palatines ; when, inſte.id of employing that 


great ſum in purchaſing lands in ſome remote and 


cheap part of the kingdom, and there plane thoſe 


people as a colony, the whole end was utterly defeated. 

A third is the inſurance-office againſt fire, by which 
ſeveral thouſand pounds are yearly remitted to England 
(a trifle it ſeems we can eaſily ſpare), and will gradu- 
ally increaſe until it comes to a good national tax. 
For the ſociety- marks upon our houſes (under which 
might properly be written, The Lord have mercy upon us ), 
ſpread faſter and farther than the“ colony of frogs. 
I have, for above twenty years paſt, given warning 
ſeveral thouſand times, to many ſubſtantial people, ant 


- 


to ſuch who are acquainted with Lords and Squires, 


and the like great folks, (to any of whom 1 have 
not the honour to he known:) I mentioned my daily 
fears, leſt our watchful friends in Englaud might take 
this bufineſs out of our hands; and how ealy it would 
be to prevent that evil, by erecting a ſociety of perſons 
who had good eſtates, ſuch, for inſtance, as that noble 
knot of bankers under the ſtyle of Swift and Com- 
pany. But now we are become tributary to England, 
not only for materials to light our own fires ; but for 
„ 3 2 3”, One 


* This ſimilitude which is certain!y the fineſt that could poſſibly 
have been uſed upon this occaſion, ſeems to require a ſhort explication. 
About the beginning of this cu:rent century, Doctor Gwytbers, a phy- 


ſician and Fellow of the Univerſity of Dublin, brought over with him 


a parcel of frogs from England io ire ana, in order to propagate the 
ſpecies in that kingdom, and threw them into the ditches of the Uni- 
verſity- park; but they all periſhed. Whereupon he ſent to Eng- 
land for ſome bottles of the frog-ſpawn, which he threw into thoſe 
ditches, by which means the ſpecies of frogs was propagated in that 
kingdom. However, their number wa: ſo ſmall in the year 1720, 
that a frog was no where to be ſeen in Ireland, except in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Uni verſity- park: But, within fix or ſeven years 
after, they ſpread thirty, forty, and fifty miles over the country; and 


ſa at laſt, by degrees, over the whole nation. 
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engines to put them out; to which, if hearth- money 
be added, (repealed in Exgland as a grievance) we have 
the honour to pay three taxes for fire. 
A fourth was the knavery of thofe merchants, or 
linen- manufacturers, or both; when, upon occaſion of 
the plague at Mar/cillzs, we had a fair opportunity of 
getting into our hands the whole linen-trade with 
Spain; but the commodity was fo bad, and held at ſo 
high a rate, that almoſt the whole cargo was returned, 
and the ſmall remainder fold below the prime coſt. 
So many other particulars of the ſame nature crowd 
into. my thoughts, that I am forced to ſtop, and the ra- 
ther becauſe they are not very proper for my ſubject, 
to which I ſhall now return. ot | 
Among all the ſchemes for maintaining the poor of 
the city, and ſetting them to work, the leaſt weight 
hath been laid upon that fingle point which is of great- 
eft importance; I mean that of keeping foreign beg- 
gars from ſwarming hither out of every part of the 
country; for, until this be brought to paſs effectually, 
all our wiſe reaſonings and proceedings upon them 
will be yain and ridiculous. 3 
The predigious number of beggars throughout this 
kingdom, in proportion to ſo ſmall a number of people, 
is owing to many reaſons: To the lazineſs of the na- 
tives; the want of work to employ them; the enor- 
mous rents paid by cottagers for their miſerable cab- 
bins and potatoe-plots ; their early marriages, without 
the leaſt proſpect of eſtabliſhment ;. the ruin of agricul- 
ture, whereby ſuch vaſt numbers are hindred from pro- 
viding their own bread, and have no money to -pur- 
chaſe it ; the mortal damp upon all kinds »f trade, and 
many. other circumſtances. too tedious or invidious ta 


mention. 1 COAT» * . | 
And to the ſame cauſes we owe the perpetual con- 
courſe of foreign beggars to this town, the country 
landlords giving all aſſiſtance, except money and vic- 
tuals, to drive Tom their eſtates thoſe miſerable crea-. 
tures they have undone. Tis LEG 
It was a general complaint againſt the poor-houſe, 
under its former governors, that the number, of poor 
in this city did not leſſen by taking three hundred on 
| | * he 


®. 
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the houſe, and all of them recommended under the 


miniſter and church-warden's hands of the ſeveral pa- 
riſhes ; and this complaint muſt till continue, although 


the poor-houſe ſhould be enlarged to maintain three 


thouſand, or even double that number. 
The revenues of the poor-houſe, as it is now eſta- 


bliſhed, amount to about two thouſand pounds a-year z 


whereof, two hundred allowed for officers, and one 
hundred for repairs, the remaining ſeventeen hundred, 
at four pounds a head, will ſupport four hundred and 


twenty - five perſons. 'This is a favourable allowance, 


conſidering that I ſubtract nothing for the diet of thoſe 
officers, and for wear and tare of furniture; and, if 
every one of theſe collegiates ſhould be ſet to work, it 
is agreed they will not * able to gain by their labour 
above one fourth part of their maintenane. 

At the ſame time the oratorial part of theſe 3 
men ſeldom vouchſafe to mention fewer than fifteen 
hundred, or two thouſand people, to be maintained in 
this hoſpital, without troubling their heads about the 


fund, * | 5 
„„ * „ 5 * 
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Loox D ArcuBisnoy of DusBLIN, c. 


The humble Repreſentation of the CL EAT of the 
City of Du LIx. 


„„ 7 i Jan. 1724. 5 
1 UR Grace having been pleaſed to communi- 


| Cate to us a certain brief, by letters-patent, for 
the relief of one Charles M<Carihy, whoſe houſe in Col. 
lege green, Dublin, was burnt by an accidental fire; and 
having defired us to conſider of the ſaid brief, and give 
our opinions thereof to your Grace; | 

We the clergy of the city of Dublin, in compliance 
with your Grace's defire, and with great acknowledge- 
ments for your paternal tenderneſs towards us, having 

maturely confidered the faid brief by letters-patent, 
compared the ſeveral parts of it with what is enjoined 
us by the rubric, (which is confirmed by act af parlia- 
ment) and conſulted perſons ſkilled in the laws of the 
church; do, in the names of ourſelves and of the ref 
of our brethren, the clergy of the dioceſs of Dublin, 
moſt humbly repreſent to your Grace : 

Firft, That, by this brief, your Grace is required 
and commanded, to recommend and command all the 
parſons, viears, &c, to advance ſo great an act of cha- 
rity. 5 5 

We ſhall not preſume to determine how far your 
Grace may be commanded by the ſaid brief; but we 
humbly conceive that the clergy of your dioceſs cannot, 
by any law now in being, be commanded by your 

Grace to advance the ſaid a& of charity, any other 
ways than by reading the ſaid brief in our ſeveral 
churches, as preſcribed by the rubric. 
| Secondly, 
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| Secondly, Whereas it is ſaid in the ſaid brief, that the 
parſon, vicars, &c. upon the firſt. Lord's-day, or op- 
portunity after the receipt of the copy of the ſaid brief, 
ſhall, deliberately and affectionately, publiſh and de- 
clare the tenor thereof to his Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
earneſtly perſuade, exhort, and ſtir them up to contri- 
bute freely and chearfully towards the relief of the ſaid 
ſiferere 0 PT TRE F 
We do not comprehend what is meant by the word 
opportunity. We never do preach upon any day except. 
the Lord's-day, or ſome ſolemn days legally appointed; 
neither is it poſſible for the e conſtitution among 
us to obey this command (which includes no leſs than 
a whole ſermon) upon any other opportunity than when 
our people are met together in the church; and to per- 
form this work in every houſe where the pariſhes are 
very populous, confiſting ſometimes here in town of 
goo or 1000 houſes, would take up the ſpace of a 
year, although we ſhould preach in two families every 
day; and almoſt as much time in the country, where the 
pariſhes are of large extent, the roads bad, and the 
people too poor to receive us, and give charity at 
once. 1 
- But, if it be meant that theſe exhortations are com- 
manded to be made in the church, upon the Lord's- 
day, we are humbly of opinion, that it is left to the 
diſcretion of the clergy, to chuſe what ſubjects they 
think meſt proper to preach on, and at what times; 
and, if they preach either falſe doctrine or ſeditious 
principles, they are liable to puniſhed. ES 
It may poſſibly happen that the ſufferer recommend- 
ed may be a perſon not deſerving the favour intended 
by the brief; in which caſe no miniſter, who knows, 
the ſufferer to be an undeſerving perſon, can with a 
ſafe conſcience deliberately and affectionately publiſh 
the brief, much leſs earneſtly perſuade, exhort, and ſtir 
up the people to contribute freely and chearfully to- 
wards the relief of ſuch a ſufferer *. | 
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and the univerſal opHion of mankind was, that M Car by kim 
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tu. M*Corthy's houſe was bunt in the month pf gt 225 
was the perſon who bad ſet fire to the bouſe. 3 
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_ Thirdly, Whereas in the ſaid: brief the miniſters and 
curates are required, on the week-days next after the 
Lord's-day when the brief was read, to go from houſe 
to houſe, with their church-wardens, to aſk: and re. 
ceive. from all perſons the ſaid charity : We cannot 


but obſerve here, that the ſaid miniſters are directly 


made collectors of the ſaid charity in conjunction with 
the church wardens ; which however, we preſume, was 
not intended, as being againſt all law and precedent : 
And therefore, we apprehend, there may be ſome in- 
conſiſtency which leaves us at a loſs how to proceed. 
For, in the next paragraph, the miniſters and curates 
are only required, where they conveniently can, to ac- 
company the church-wardens,. or procure. ſome other 
of the chief inhabitants, to do the ſame. And, in a 
following paragraph, the whole work ſeems left entire- 
ly to the church-wardens, who are required to uſe their 
utmoſt diligence to gather and collect the ſaid charity, 
and to pay the ſame, in ten days after, to the parſon, 
A. 7:5 5 Petr etanms art 3 

In anſwer to this, we do repreſent to your Grace 
our humble opinion, that neither we nor our church- 
wardens can be legally commanded or required to go 
from houſe to houſe: to receive the ſaid charity; be- 
cauſe your Grace hath informed us in your order, at 
your viſitation An. Dom 17 12, that neither we nor our 


church - wardens are bound to make any collections for 


the poor, ſave in the church; which alſo appears plain- 
ly by the rubric, that appoints both time and place, as 
your Grace hath obſerved in your ſaid order. > 
Me do likewiſe: affure your Grace, that it is not in 
our power to procure ſome of the chief inhabitants of 
our pariſhes. to accompany: the church-wardens from 
'houſe' to houſe in theſe: collections: And we have rea- 


fon to believe, that ſuch a propoſal, made to our chief 
inhabitants (particularly in this city, where our chief 


inhabitants are often peers of che land) would be re- 
ceived in a manner very little co our own ſatisfaction, 
or to the advantage of the faid collections, | 
Fourthly, Ihe brief doth will, require, and com- 
mand the biſhops; and alhother dignitaries ofthe church, 


turned 


chat they make their contributions diſtinctly, to be re- 
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turned in the ſeveral provinces to the ſeveral archbiſhops 
of the ſame. {ys Goebel Thu 
Upon which we take leave to obſerve, that the terms 
of expreſſion here are of the ſtrongeſt kind, and in a 
point that may ſubject the ſaid dignitaries. (for we ſhall 
ſay nothing of the biſhops) to great inconveniencies. 
The ſaid dignitaries are here willed, required, and 
commanded to make their contributions diſtinctly; by 
which it ſhould ſeem that they are abſolutely command- 
ed to make contributions (for the word, 4//tin&/y is but a 
circumſtance), and may be underſtood not very agree- 
able to a voluntary, chearful contribution. And there- 
fore, if any biſhop or dignitary ſhould refuſe to make 
his contribution, (perhaps for very good reaſons) he 
may be thought to incur the crime of diſobedience to 
his Majeſty, which all good ſubjects abhor, when ſuch 
a command is according to law. HT 6s 
Moft dignities of this kingdom conſiſt only of para» 
chial tythes, and the dignitaries are miniſters of pariſhes. 
A doubt may therefore ariſe, whether the ſaid digni- 
taries are willed, required, and commanded, to make 
their contributions in both capacities, diſtinctly as dig- 
nitaries, and jointly as parſons or vicars  ';, 
Many dignities in this kingdom are the pooreſt kind 
of beneſices; and it ſhould ſeem-hard ta put poor dig- 
nitaries under the. neceſſity either of making greater 
contributions than they can afford, or of expoſing 
themſelves to the cenſure of wanting charity, by 
making their contributions public. ; 


Our Saviour commands us, in works of charity, to 
let not our left hand know what our right hand doeth ; 
which cannot well conſiſt with our being willed, re- 
quired, and commanded by any carthly power, where 
no law is preſcribed, to publiſh our charity to the 
world, if we have a mind to conceal it. | ; 
Fifthly, Whereas it is ſaid in the ſaid brief, that the 
parſon, vicar, &c. of every pariſh, ſhall, in ſix days 
after the receipt of the ſaid charity, return it to his 
reſpective chancellor, &c, This may be a great grie- 
vance, hazard, and expence to the ſaid parſon, in re- 
mote and deſolate parts of the country, where often an 
honeſt meſſenger (if ſuch a ne can be got) mult be hired 
| 1 ta 
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to travel forty or fifty miles going and coming; which 
will probably coft more than the value of the contribu- 
tion he carries with him. And this charge, if briefs 
ſhould happen to be frequent, would be enough to un- 
do many a poor clergyman in the kingdom. Ta 
_  Sixthly, We obſerve in the ſaid brief, that the pro- 
voſt and fellows of the univerſity, judges, officers of the 
courts, and profeſſors of laws common and civil, are 
neither willed, required, nor commanded to make their 
contributions; but that ſo good a work is only recom- 
mended to them. Whereas we conceive, that all his 
Majeſty's fubjects are equally obliged, with or without 
his Majeſty's commands, to promote worksof charity 
according to their power; and that the clergy, in their 
eccleſiaſtical py are only liable to ſuch com- 
mands as the rubric, or any other law ſhall enjoin, be- 
ing born to the ſame privileges of freedom with the reſt- 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects. e et 
Me cannot but obſerve to your Grace, that, in thge 
Engliſh act of the fourth year of Queen Anne, for the 
better collecting charity-money on briefs by letters-pa- 
tent, &c. the miniſters are obliged only to'read the 
briefs in their churches, without any particular exhor- 
tations ; neither are they commanded to go from houſe 
to houſe with the charch-wardens, nor to ſend the mo- 
ney collected to their reſpective chancellors, but pay it 
to the undertaker or agent of the ſufferer. So that, we 
hambly hope, the clergy of this kingdom ſhall not, 
without any law in being, be put to greater hardſhips 
in this cafe than their brethren in England, where the 
legiſlature, ' intending to prevent the abuſes in collect- 
ing charity-money on briefs, did not think fit to put 
the clergy under any of thoſe difficulties we now com- 
plain of, in the preſent brief by letters-patent, for the 
relief of Charles M*Carthy aforeſaid, EY, 
The collections upon the Lord's day are the princi- 
pal ſupport of our own numerous poor in our ſeveral 
pariſhes ; and therefore every ſingle brief, with the be- 
nefit of a full collection over the whole kingdom, muſt 
deprive ſeveral thouſands of poor of their weekly main - 
tenance, for the ſake only of one perſon, who often be- 
comes a ſufferer by his own ' folly or negligence, and 
4 18 
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is ſure to overvalue his loſſes double or treble: So that, 
if this precedent be followed, as it certainly will if the 
preſent brief ſhould ſucceed, we may probably have a 
new brief every week; and thus, for the advantage of 
fifty-two perſons, whereof not one in ten is deſerving, ' 
and for the intereſt of a dozen dextrous clerks and ſe- 
cretaries, the whole poor in the kingdom will be likely 
to ſtarve. : | TH | 
We are credibly informed, that neither the officers of 
the Lord Primate, in preparing the report of his Grace's 
opinion, nor thoſe of the great ſeal, in paſſing the pa- 
tent for briefs, will rem it any of their fees, both which 
do amount to a conſiderable ſum: And thus the good 
intentions of well-diſpoſed people are in a great mea- 

| ſure diſappointed, a large part of their charity being 
anticipated, and alienated by fees and gratuities. _ 

Lafily, We cannot but repreſent to your Grace our 
great concern and grief, to ſee the pains and labour of 
our church-wardens ſo much increaſed, by the injunc- 
tions and commands put upon them. in this.brief, to the 
great diſadvantage of the clergy and the people, as well 
as to their own trouble, damage, and loſs of time, to 
which great additions have been already made, by laws 
sppoinang them to collect the taxes for the watch and 
the poor-houſe, which they bear with great unwilling» 

_ neſs; and, if they ſhall find themſelves further laden with 
ſuch briefs as this of M*Carthy, it will prove ſo great a 
diſcouragement, that we ſhall never be able to provide 
honeſt and ſufficient perſons for that weighty office of 
church-warden, ſo neceſſary to the laity as well the 
clergy, in all things that relate to the order and regu- 
lation of pariſhes, _ | i 
Upon all theſe conſiderations, we humbly hope that 
your Grace, of whoſe fatherly care, vigilance, and ten- - 
derneſs, we have had ſo many and great inſtances, will 
repreſent our caſe to his Moſt 1 Majeſty, or to 
the Chief Governor in this kingdom, in ſuch a manner, 

5 that we may be neither under the neceſſity of declining 
his Majeſty's commands in his letters- patent, or of ta- 
king new and grievous burdens upon ourſelves and our 
church-wardens, to which neither the rubric nor any 
other law in force oblige us to ſubmit 
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Some. Reflection, upon Mr Bickerſtaff”s Prediction. for the 
F Tear M. DCC, VIII „ 5 


Ki 


LE By A PERS ON OF Q AL ITT. 


Have not obſerved, for ſome years paſt, any inſigni- 

ſicant paper to have made more noiſe, or be more 
greedily bought, than that of theſe predictions. They 
are the wonder of the common people, an amuſement 
for the better fort, and a jeſt only to the wiſe; yet, 
among thefe laſt, T have heard ſome very much in 
doubt, whether the author meant to deceive others, or 
is deceived himſelf. Whoever he was, he ſeems to 


have with great art adjuſted his paper both to pleaſe 


the Tabble and to entertain perſons of condition. The 


writer is, without queſtion, a gentleman of wit and 


learning, although the piece ſeems haſtily written in a 
ſudden frolic, with the ſcornful thought of the plea- 
ſure he will have, in putting this | apy town into a 
wonderment about nothing: Nor do I doubt but he 
and his friends in the ſecret, laugh often and plentiful- 
ly in a corner, to reflect how many hundred thouſand 


fools they have already made. And he has them faſt 
for ſome time: For fo they are like to continue until 


his prophecies begin to fail in the events. Nay, it is 
a great queſtion whether the miſcarriage of the two or 


three firſt will ſo entirely undeceive people, as to hinder | 


them 


# 


„ See Vol. IV. p. 305. 
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them from expecting the accompliſhing of the reſt. I 
doubt not but ſome thouſands of theſe papers are care · 
fully preſerved by as many perſons, to confront with 
the events, and try whether the aſtrologer exactly keeps 
the day and the hour. And theſe 1 to be Mr 
Bickerſiaff's choiceſt cullies, for whoſe ſake chiefly he 
writ his amuſement Mean while he has ſeven weeks 
good, during which time the- world is to be kept in 
ſuſpenſe; for it is ſo long before the almanack- maker 
is to die, which is the firſt prediction: And, if that 
fellow happens to be a ſplenetic viſionary fop, or has 
any faith in his own art, the propheſy may punctually 
come to paſs by very natural means. As a gentleman 
of my acquaintance, who was ill- uſed by a mercer in 
town, writ him a letter in an uaknown hand, to give 
him notice that care had been taken to convey a flow 
poiſon: into his drink, which would infallibly kill him 
in a month; after which the man began in {earneſt to 
languiſh and decay, by the mere ſtrength of imagina- 
tion, and would certainly have died, if eare had not 
been taken to undeceive him before the jeſt went too 
far. The like effect upon Partridge would wonder- 
fully raiſe Mr Bickerfaff's reputation for a fortnight 
longer, until we: could hear from France whether the 
Cardinal 4% Noailles were dead or alive upon the 
— fourth , .of April, which is the | ſecond # of ; his predic- 
tions. 9 ee eee ee ii 
For a piece ſo careleſsly written, the obſervations 
upon aſtrology are reaſonable and pertinent, the re- 
marks juſt; and, as the paper is partly deſigned, in my 
opinion, for a ſatire upon the eredulity of the vulgar, 
and that idle itch of peeping into futurities, ſo it is no 
more than what we all of us deſerve... And, ſince we 
muſt be teazed with perpetual hawkers of frange and 
- wonderful things, liam glad to ſee a man of ſenſe ſind 
leiſure and humour to take up the trade for his on 
and our diverſion. Po ſpeak in the town - phraſe it is 
6. _ he has fully had his jeſt, and may be ſatiſ- 
I very much approve the ſerious air he gives himſelf 
in his introdudion and concluſion, which has gone 
far to give ſame people of no mean rank an opinion 
Vor. X&. | WT: that 
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„ „% ANSWER 
that the author believes himſelf. He tells us, He 
«© places the whole credit of his art on the truth of 
*< theſe predictions, and will be content to be hooted 


„ by Partridge and the reft for a cheat, if he fails in 


any one particular” with ſeveral other ftrains of 
the ſame kind, wherein I perfectly believe him; and 
that he is very indifferent whether //aac Bickerflaff be 
a mark of infamy or not. But it ſeems, / although he 
has joined an odd firname to no very: common Chri- 
ſtian one, that in this large town there is a man found 
to own both the names, although, I believe, not the 


Paper. 113 r £2 2 | EE ACER 
# I believe it is no ſmall mortification to this gentle. 
man aſtrologer, as well as his bookſeller, to find their 
piece, which they ſent out in a tolerable print and pa- 
per, immediately ſeized on by three or four interloping 
printers of Grub/treet, the title ſtuffed with an abſtract 
of the whole matter, together with the ſtandard epi- 
thets of range and wonderful, the price brought down a 
full half, which was but a penny in its prime, and 


bawled about by hawkers of the inferior claſs, with the 
concluding cadence of 4 halfpenny a- piece. But ſc ceci- 


: dit Phaeton: And, to comfort him a little, this produc. 


tion of mine will have the ſame fate: To-morrow will 


my ears be grated by the little boys and wenches in flraw- 
Hats, and I muſt an hundred times undergo the morti- 
fication to have my own work offered me to ſale at an 
under-value. Then, which is a great deal worſe, my 
acquaintance in the coffee-houſe will aſk me whether [_ 
have ſeen the Anſwer to Squire Bickerftaff*s predictions, 


and whether I know the puppy that writ it: And how 
to keep a man's countenance in ſuch a juncture is no 


* — 


eaſy point of conduct. When, in this caſe, you ſee a 


man ſhy either in praiſing or condemning, ready to turn 
off the diſcourſe to another ſubject, ſtanding as little in 


the light as he can to hide his bluſhing, pretending to 
ſneeze or take ſnuff, or go off as if ſudden buſineſs cal- 
Jed him; then ply him cloſe, obſerve his looks narrow- 
ly, ſee whether his ſpeech be conſtrained or affected, 


then charge him ſuddenly, or whiſper and ſmile, and 


55 and 


you will ſoon diſcover whether he be guilty. Although 
" this ſeem not to the purpoſe I am diſcourſing on, yet [ 


„ 40 Think 
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think it to be ſo; for I am much deceived if I do not 
know the true author of Bicker/faff?s Predictions, and 
did not meet with him ſome days ago in a coffee-houſe 
at Covent Garden. +. wet VVV 
As to the matter of the Predictions themſelves, I ſhalk 
not enter upon the examination of them; but think it 


very incumbent upon the learned Mr Partridge to take 


them into his conſideration, and lay as many errors in 
aſtrology as poſlible to Mr Bicker/taff*s account. He 
may juſtly, I think, challenge the 'Squire to publiſh 
the calculation he has made of Partridge's nativity, by 
the credit of which he ſo determinately pronounces the 
time and the manner of his death; and Mr Brcker/iaff 
can do no. leſs, in honour, than give Mr Partridge the 
ſame advantage of calculating his, by ſending him an 
account of the time and place of his birth, with other 
particulars neceſſary for ſuch a work. By which, no 


doubt, the learned world will-be engaged in the dif] pute, 


and take part on each ſide. according as they are in- 
clinadb norton at ane. of arab reve, 
I ſhould likewiſe adviſe Mr Partridge to inquire, why 
Mr Bickerftaff does noe eb ng at one predic- 
tion to be fulfilled until two months after the time of 
publiſhing his paper? This looks a little ſuſpicious, as 
if he were deſirous to keep the world in play as long 
as he decently could, elſe it were hard he could not 12 
ford us one prediction between this and the 2gth of 
March; which is not ſo fair dealing as we have, even 
from Mr Partriage and his brethren, who give us their 
predictions (ſuch as they are indeed) for every month 
in the year. | hou x 
There is one paſſage in Mr Bickerftaff”s paper that 
ſeems to be as high 3 of — . | Ne any 
where met with. It is that prediction for the month of 
June which relates to the French Prophets here in town; 
where he tells us, They will utterly diſperſe, by 
© ſeeing the time come wherein their prophecies ſhould 
«© be fulfilled, and then finding 8 deceived by 
**, contrary events.” Upon which he adds, with great 
reaſon, © his wonder how any deceiver can be ſo 


x 


© weak, to foretel things near at. hand, when a very, 
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the underſtandings of the majority. 


out of the clouds about nine days ago, and, in about 
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* few months muſt diſcover the impoſture to all the 
« world.” This is ſpoken with a great deal of affect- 
ed unconcernedneſs, as if he would have us think him- 
ſelf to be not under the leaſt apprehenſion, that the 
fame in two months will be his own caſe. With re- 
ſpect to the gentleman, I do not remember to have 
heard of ſo reſined and pleaſant a piece of impudence, 
which I hope the author will not reſent as an uncivil 
word, beeauſe I am ſure J enter into his taſte, and take 
it as he meant it. However, he half deſerves a repri- 
mand for writing with ſo much ſcorn and contempt for 

For the month of Truly, he tells us of < a general, 
„ who,-by a glorious action, will recover the reputa- 
tion he loft by former misfortunes.” This is com- 


monly underſtood to be Lord Ga/leway; who, if he be 


already dead, as ſome news-papers have it, Mr Bricker- 


Half has made à trip. But this I do not much inſiſt on; 


for it is hard if another general cannot be found under 
the /ame circumſlances, to whom this prediction may be 


as well applied. © 


The French King's death is very punctually related; 
but it was unfortunate to make him die at Marli, where 
he never goes at that ſeaſon of the year, as I oblerved 


myſelf during three years I paſſed in that kingdom: 


And, diſcourſing ſome months ago with Monfieur Tal. 


lard, about the French court, I find that King never 


goes to Marli for any time, but about the ſeaſon of 
hunting there, which is not till Auguſt. So that here 


was an unlucky flip of Mr Bickerflaf, for want of to- 


rei 7 education. 


e concludes with reſuming his promiſe, of publiſh- 


| ing entire predictions for the next year; of which the 
other aſtrologers need not be in very much pain. I 


ſuppoſe we ſhall have them much about the ſame time 
with: The General | Hiffory of Ears. I believe we have 
done with him for ever in this kind; and, though I 
am no aſtrologer, may venture to propheſy that aac 
Bickerftaff, Eſq; is now dead, and died juſt at the time 
his Predictions were ready for the preſs: That he dropt 


four 


„ 'BICKEERSTAPFS.: :: we 


four hours after, mounted up thither again like a va- 
pour; and will, one day or other, perhaps deſcend a ſe- 
cond time, when he has ſome new, agreeable, or amu- 
ſing whimſy to paſs upon the town; wherein, it is ve- 
ry probable, he will ſucceed as often as he is diſpoſed 
to try the experiment, that is, as long as he can pre- 
ſerve a- thorough contempt for his own time and other 
people's underſtandings, and 1s reſolved not to laugh 
cheaper than at the expence of a million of people. 
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600D MANNERS, 


OOD Manness is the art of making every rea- 
2 ſonable perſon in the company eaſy, and to be 
eaſy ourſelves. 85 
What paſſeth for good- manners in the world, gene- 
rally produceth quite contrary effects. 5 

Many perſons of both ſexes, whom I have known, 
and. who paſſed for well-bred in their own and the 


. world's opinion, are the moſt troubleſome in company 


to others and themſelves. 
Nothing is ſo great an inſtance of ill manners as flat- 
tery. If you flatter all the company, you pleaſe none; 
if you flatter only one or two, you affront the reſt. 
Flattery is the worſt, and falſeſt way of ſhewing our 
eſteem. „ . 
Where company meets, I am confident the few rea- 
ſonable perſons are every minute tempted to curſe the 
man or woman among them, who endeavours to be 


moſt diſtinguiſhed for their good-manners. 


A man of ſenſe would rather faſt till night, than dine 
at ſome tables, where the lady of the houſe is poſſeſſed 
with good-manners ; uneaſineſs, prefling to eat, teazing 
with civility ; leſs practiſed in England than here. 

Courts are the worſt of all ſchools to teach good- 
manners. 88 | 

A courtly bow, or gait, or dreſs, are no part of good- 
manners. And therefore every man of good under- 
ſtanding is capable of being well-bred upon any occa- 
fon. _ | | 3 

To ſpeak in ſuch a manner as may poſſibly offend 
any reaſonable perſon in company, is the higheſt in- 
ſtance of ill- manners. | : 

Good- manners chiefly conſiſt in action, not in words. 
Modeſty and humility the chief ingredients. 


I have 
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I have known the court of Exgland under four reigns,. 
the two laſt but for a ſhort time; and, whatever good - 
manners or politeneſs I obſerved in any of them, was? 
not of the court-growth, but imported. For a cour- 
tier by trade, as gentlemen-uſhers, bedchamber-women,, 


maids of honour, ® % % % % „% S-: 


Of good manners as to converſation. - | 

Men of wit and good underſtanding, as well as 
breeding, are ſometimes deceived, and give offence by: 
conceiving a better opinion of thoſe with whom they 
converſe than they ought to do. Thus I have often 


known the moſt innocent. raillery, and even of/that 


kind which was meant for praiſe, ' to be miſtaken for 
abuſe and reflection. „ 
Of gibing, and how gibers ought to ſuffer. 
Of arguers, perpetual contradictors, long talkers, 


who are abſent in company, interrupters, not liſteners, 


loud laughers. 3 teas. EE 
Of thoſe men and women whoſe face is ever in a 
fmile, talk. ever with a-ſmile, condole with a. ſmile, 
S... | | "7 
converſation ; as it. is generally in books the worſt ſort 
of reading. N „ 
Good converſation is not to be expected in much 
company, becauſe few liſten, and there is continual in- 


terruption. But good or ill manners are diſcovered let 


the company be ever ſo large. „ 
Perpetual aiming at wit, a very bad part of conver- 
ſation. It is done to ſupport a character: It generally 
fails: It is a ſort of inſult on the company, and a con- 
ſtraint upon the ſpeaker. 8 


For a man to talk in his own trade, Or buſineſs, oe: 


faculty, is a great breach of good-manners, Divines, 
phyſicians, lawyers, ſoldiers, particularly poets, are 
frequently guilty of this weakneſs, A. poet conceives 
that the whole kingdom „* „ * # * 
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Argument, as uſually managed, is the worſt ſort of 


RESOLUTIONS 


VULN, 
1 COME TO. BE OLD. 


Written in the Year M,DC,XCIX. 
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OT to marry a young woman. 
Not to keep young company, unleſs they really 
deſire it. 

Not to be peeviſh, or moroſe, or ſuſpicious. 

Not to ſcorn preſent ways, or wits, or faſhions, or 
men, or war, Oc. 

Not to be fond of children. 

Not to tell the ſame 2 45 over 18 over to the fame 
people. | 

Not to be covetous. 

Not to negle& decency, or r cleanlineſs, for fear of 
falling into naftinefs. | 
Not to be over ſevere with young People, but 
allowances for their youthful follies and ae TURE of 8. 
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To defire ſome good friends to inform me which of 
theſe reſolutions I break or neglect, and wherein; ; one 
reform accordingly. 

Not to talk much, nor of mkkr. 

Not to boaſt of my former bead, or Wenn or 
favour with ladies, &c. 

Not to hearken to flatteries, nor conceive I can be 
betieved by a young woman; er eos Fu Læreditalem 
captant, odifſe ac vitare. 

Not to be pofitive or 8 

Not to ſet up for obſerving all cheſe rules, for fear 
1 1 obſerve none. 


x Not to be influenced by, or give ear to knaviſh 
Wi tattling fervants, or others. 

* Not to be too free of advice, nor trouble any but 
| thoſe who defire it. 
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FOR THE 
DEAN's SERVANTS 
| DECEMBER 7th, M, Dc, xxxiiI. 1150 


F either of the to men-ſervants be drunk, he ſhall 
pay an Exglis crown out of his wages for the ſaid 
offence, by giving the Dean a receipt for ſo much 
wages received. STO eee ane TRIO | 
When the Dean is at home, no ſervant ſhall pre- 
ſame to be abſent, without giving notice to the Dean, 
and aſking leave, upon the forfeiture of fixpence for 
every half-hour that he is abſent, to be ſtopt out of 
his or her board-wages. | 5 
When the Dean is abroad, no ſervant, except the 
woman, ſhall preſume to leave the houſe for above 
one half. hour; after which, for every half-hour's ab- 
ſence he ſhall forfeit ſixpence: And, if the other ſer- 
vant goes out before the firſt returns, he ſhall pay five 
ſhillings out of his wages, as above. 
Whatever ſervant ſhall be taken in a manifeſt lie, 
ſhall forfeit one ſhilling out of his or her board- 
wages. 3 
When tke Dean goes about the houſe, or out-houſes, 
or garden, or to Nabotl's Vineyard, whatever things . 
he finds out of order, by neglect of any ſervant under 
| Whoſe care it was, that ſervant ſhall forfeit ſixpence, 
and ſee to get it mended as ſoon as poſſible, or ſuffer 
more forfeitures at the Dean's diſcretion. 9 
If two ſervants be abroad together when the Dean 
is from home, and the fact be concealed from the 
Dean, the concealer ſhall forfeit two crowns out of his 
or her wages, as above. : 


If, 


e 9 , 
. * 
% 
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If, in waiting at table, the two ſeryants be out of 
the room to 3 without orders, the laſt whe went 
out ſhall Fax Ih threepence out of his board-wages. 
The woman may go out when the Dean is abroad 
for one hour, but no longer, under the ſame penalty 
with the men: But provided the two men-ſervants 
keep the houſe until ſhe returns; otherwiſe, either of 
the ſervants, who goes out before her. return, ſhall 
forfeit a crown out of his wages, as above. „ 
Whatever other laws the Dean ſhall think fit to 
make, at any time to come, for the government of his 
ſervants, and forfeitures for neglect or diſobedience, all 
the ſervants ſhall be bound to ſubmit to. 
Whatever other ſervant, except the woman, ſhall 
preſume to be drunk, the other.two ſervants ſhall intorm 
the Dean thereof, under pain offforfeiting two crowns 
out of his or her wages, beſides the forfeiture of a 
crown from the ſaid ſervant who was drunk, 
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LETTER 0 PEILADELPHIA, 


1 


To: 


* 


JONATHAN SWIFT IN « DUBLIN. 


94 


| Chilad, ee 29. : 1729. 


Friend Jesargan swirr, e 


Avix been often agreeably amuſed 185 way 
Tale, Sc. tc. and being now loading a ſmall 
ſhip for Dublin, I have ſent thee a gammen, the pro- 
duct of the wilds of America; which perhaps may not 
be unacceptable. at thy table, ſince it is only deſigned 
to let thee know that thy wit and parts are in eſteem 
at this diſtance trom the place of thy reſidence. Thee 
need aſk no queſtions who this comes Hom, fince I 


am a perfect ſtranger to thee, _ 
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Written in the Year M,Dcc,xxv11. 
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SHarL ſay nothing of her wit or beauty, which 

a 1 are allowed by all perſons who can judge of either, 
= when they hear or ſee her. Beſides, beauty being 

: tranſient, and a trifle, cannot-juſtly make part of a cha- 
rater. And I leave others to celebrate her wit, be- 
cauſe it will be of no uſe in that part of her character 
whichll intend to draw. Neither ſhall Trelate any part 
of her hiſtory ; further than, that ſhe went, in the prime 
of her youth, to the Court of Hanover with her husband, 
and became of the Bed- chamber to the preſent Princeſs 
of Wales, living in expectation of the Queen's death: 
"Upon which event ſhe came over with her Miſtreſs, and 
hath ever fince continued in her ſervice ; where from 
the attendance daily paid her by the miniſters, and all 
expectants, ſhe is reckoned much the greateſt favourite 
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„ of the court at Leicefter- houſe : A fituation which ſhe 
. hath long affected to deſire that it might not be be- 
74 lie ved. | 
16 There 1s no politician who more carefully watches 
it} the motions and diſpoſitions of things and perſons at 
t St James , nor can form his language with a more im- 
1 perceptible dexterity to the preſent poſture of a court, 
Fill or more early foreſee what ſtyle may be proper upon 
1 any approaching juncture of affairs, whereof ſhe can 
— i. gather early intelligence without aſking it, and often 
. i when even thoſe from whom ſhe hath it are not ſenſible 
r that they are giving it to her, but equally with others 
1 admire her ſagacity. Sir Robert Walpole and the both | 
— - think they underſtand each other, and are both equally 
| | _— miſtaken. = | 
FR i | With 
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With rſons where ſhe is to manage, ſhe is 
trous In that p oint of of ſkill which' hes tuch e ca A Po hs; 1 
pavè; With St 
proceedings, hut in ſuch a manner, as if ſhe were under 
no concern further than her own. con vi ion, and 
wondering how any body can think otherwiſe. And 


on of, Mes 1. 5. 19 


the danger is, that. the may come in time to Velieve 


herſelf; which, under a change of princes and a Wt 
Addition of ereit. might have bad conſee uences. She 
is a moſt unconſcianable dealer; for, in 1 tet n. of 4 2 
few good words, which ſhe. gives to her” lords and 
gentlemen daily Walters before their hk ſhe” "gets ten 


thouſand from them behind her back, which arg of real 


Kark'is paar | 


ſervice to her character. The credit” 
naged with the tmoſt türift; 0 Whenever the 
ploys it, which is very ately, Civ 5 e 
ons where ſhe is ſure to E 


4's: 4% 


the 1 . for a mark 'of 50255 to, 'Mr 5 and Uis 


into the general miſtake of all Zourtder ers, Which . cht 4 


of not firing her talents to the abilities 'd others, bu 
thinking boſe 

really polis; > to, that ſhe wy pohly: be deceive 
whe 155 thinks ſhe deceibeth. 


In all offices of life, except tHoſe of a tf "the 28 


with juſtice, generoſity, and truth. She 1 18 ready to 40 a 


good as a private perſon, and I would almoſt think in 
charity that ſhe will not do harm a8 4 courtier; unleſs 
to pleaſe thoſe in chief power. | 


In religion ſhe is at leaſt a Latitudinarian, being not | 
an enemy to books written by the Free-thinkers ; and 
herein ſhe is the more blameable, becauſe ſhe hath too 
much morality to ſtand in need of them, requiring only 
a due degree of faith for putting her in the road to ſal. 
vation. I ſpeak this of her as à private Lady, not as a 
Court - favourite; for, in the latter capacity, ſhe can 


ſhew neither faith nor works. 


If ſhe had never ſeen a court, it is not impoſlible that, b 85 


ſhe might have been a friend. 
Vor. X. 9 ä She 


the deals With to have leſs. art an 500 | 


rs the is a great vindicator of all preſent | 


h Geet 
eg. 


much N 
For inſtance, ſhe would readif Y Pp þ Si Ra al 
to do ſome favour for Colonel Charchill,'0 of Cm . 


. 
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She abounds in good words and expreſſions of good 
36 8 . * : » = 4 * F 2 : , 
iſhes, and will concert a hundred ſchemes for the fer. 


vice of thoſe whom ſhe would be thought to favour : 
Schemes that ſometimes ariſe from them, and ſome. . 
times from herſelf; although, at the ſame time, ſhe 
very well knows them to be without the leaſt probability 
of ſucceeding... But to do her juſtice, ſhe never feeds or 
deceives any perſon with promiſes, where ſhe doth not 
at the ſame time intend a degree of ſincerity. 
She is, upon the whole, an excellent companion for 
men of the beſt accompliſhments, who have nothing to 


defire or expect. 


* 


What part ſhe may act hereafter in a larger ſphere, as 


*. + 
« 


Lady of the Bed-chamber to à great Q- n, (upon ſup- 
ſing the death of his preſent Majeſty, , and of the 
Earl of Suffolk, to whoſe title her huſband ſucceeds) 
and in high efteem with a K — g, neither ſhe nor I can 
Foretel. My own. Opinion 1s natural and obvious, that 
Her talents as a courtier will ſpread, enlarge, and mul- 
tiply. to ſuch a degree, that her private virtues, for want 
of room, and time to operate, will be laid up clean (like 
clothes in a cheſt), to be uſed and put on, whenever 
ſatiety, or ſome, reverſe of fortune, or increaſe of ill 
health, (to which laſt ſhe is ſubject) ſhall diſpoſe her to 
retire, In the mean time, it will be her wiſdom to 
take care that they may not be tarniſhed or moth-eaten, 
for want of airing 2 turning at leaſt once a year. 
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D Oc rox Tuouas SuERIDAN died at Rartfarnam 
the tenth of October 1738, at three of the clock 
in the afternoon: His diſeaſes were a dropſy and 
aſthma. He was doubtleſs the heſt inſtructor of;youth 
in theſe kingdoms, or perhaps in Europe; and as great 
a maſter of the Greet and Roman languages. He had 
a very fruitful invention, and a talent for poetry. His 
Engliſh verſes were full of wit and humour, but neither 
his proſe nor verſe ſufficiently correct: However, he | 
would readily ſubmit to any friend he had a true taſte 8 
in proſe or verſe. He hath left behind him a verx 
great callection, in ſeveral volumes, of flories,, ha- 
morous, witty, wiſe, or ſome way uſeful, gathered 
from à vaſt number of Greet, Roman, Italian, Spaniſh, 
French, and Engliſh writers. I believe I may have ſeen 
about thirty, large enough to make as many moderate 
books in octavo. But, among thoſe extracts, there 
were many not worth regard; for five in fix, at leaſt 
were of little uſe or entertainment. He was (as fit is 
frequently the caſe in men of wit and learning). what 
the French call a Dupe, and in a very high degree, 3 
The greateſt dunce of a tradeſman could. impoſe upon 
| him, for he was altogether ignorant in worldly manage - | 
c. ment. His chief ſhining quality was that of a ſchook- 
> maſter ;. here he ſhone in his proper element. He had 
ſo much {kill and practice in the phy ſiognomy of boys, 
that he rarely miſtook. at the firſt view. His ſcholars 
loved and feared him. He often rather choſe to ſhame 
the ſtupid, but puniſhed _ idle, and expoſed them io 
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all _the lads, which was more ſevere than laſhing, 
Among the gentlemen in this kingdom who have any 
ſnare of education, the ſcholars of Dr Sheridan infinitely 
excel, in number and knowledge, all their brethren 
ſent from other ſchools, © © 1 | 
To look on the DoRtor in ſome other lights, he was 
in many chings very indiſcreet, ta 5 no worſe,” He 
acted like too many clergymen, who are in haſte to he 
married when very young; and from hence proceeded 
all the miſeries of his life. The portion he got proved 
to be juſt the reverſe, of 500 J. for he was poorer by a 
thouſand : So many incumbrances of a mother-in-law, 
and poor relations,” whom he was forced to ſupport for 
many years. Iüſtead of breeding up his daughters to 
houſewifery and plain eloaths, he got them, at a great 
expence, to be clad like ladies who had plentiful for- 
tunes; made them only learn to fing and dance, to 
draw and - defign,” to give them rich filks, and other 
fopperies; and his two eldeſt were married without 
his conſent, to young lads who had nothing to ſettle 
on them. However, he had one ſon;” whom the 
Door ſent to Vefnunſter ſchool, although he could ill 
xffford it. The boy was there immediately taken no- 
tice of, upon examination; although a mere ſtranger, 
he was by pure merit elected a King's ſcholar. It is 
true their maintainance falls ſomething ſhort: The 
NDeRor was then ſo poor, that he could not add fourteen 
pounds to enable the boy to finiſh the year; Which; 
if he had done, he would have been removed to a 
higher claſs, and, in another year, would have been 
ſped off (that is the phraſe) to a fellowſhip! ini Oxyord * 
dr Cambridge: But the Doctor was forced to recal him 
to Dublin, and had friends in our univerſity tot ſend 
him there, where? he hath been choſen of the founda- 
tion; and, k think; hath gotten an exhibition, and 
defigns to ſtand for a fellowſhip. . 
Ahe Doctor had a good church-living, in the ſouth 
parts of Ireland, given him by Lord Carteret 4 iwho, 
being / very learned himſelf encourageth it in others. 
A' friend ef the Doctor's prevailed on his Excellency 
to grast it! The living was well worth 0504 per. 


i aui. 
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annum. He changed it very ſoon for that of Duxboyn ; . 
which, by the knavery of the farmers and power of 
the gentlemen, fell ſo very low, that he could never. 

et 80/, He then changed that living or the fre- 
ſchool of Cavan, where he might have ived, well, in 
ſo, cheap a country, on 80 /. ſalary ger annuum, beſides 
his ſcholars: But the air, he ſaid, was too moiſt and 
unwholeſome, and he could not bear the company of 
ſome perſons in that neighbourhood. Upon this he 
ſold the ſchool. for about 400 ſpent the Rwy _—_ 
into diſeafes, and died. 10 1 

It would be very Ae as = as jolt, in 
thoſe many perſons of quality and fortune, who had 
the advantage of being educated under Doctor Sheridan, 
if they would pleaſe to erect ſome decent monument - 
ele his body, in . church en it is depoſited. 
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E — 4 3 with a perſon diſtinguiſhed 
for poetical and other writings, and in an emi- 
nent ſtation, who treated him with great kindneſs on 
all occaſions, and he became familiar in this perſon's 
whouſe . In three months time, Solomon, without ihe 
leaſt provocation, writ a long poem, deſcribin 
Perſon's muſe to be dead, and making a funeral y Hon 
nity. with aſſes, owls, c. and gave the copy among 
all his acquaintance. 
Salomon became acquaintedwith a moſt deſerving la- 
dy. an intimate friend of the above perſon t. who en · 
tertained him alſo as ſhe would a brother; and, upon 
giving him a little good advice, in the moſt decent 
manner, with relation to his wife, he told her, She 
was like other women, as bad as ſhe was, and that they 
were all alike: Although his wife be, in every regard 
- except gallantry, (which no creature would attempt) 
| the moſt diſagreeable beaſt in Europe. 
He lets —4 wife 8 he pretends to hate as ſhe 
ee govern, inſult, and ruin him, as ſhe pleaſes. 
- Her character is this: Her perſon is deteſtably diſagree- 
able; a moſt filthy flut; lazy, and flothful, gm gxu- 
nous, ill-natured, envious, ſuſpicious; a ſcold, ex- 
+ penfire on herſelf, covetous to others: She takes thieves 
and whores, for cheapneſs, to be her ſervants, and 


TE 2 turns 
* Dr Sheridan, s 7 Dean Set. Kela. | 
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for him: But that perſon, 


 lains. But, upon this ſermon, he was ſtruck ont SJ Ss 
liR; and forbid the caſtle, until that ſame perſon 


near Dub 
boarders, to lodge in on Saturdays and Sundays: im- 


the SECOND” soon. 107 
turns them off every week: Poſitive, inſolent; an i; 


norant, prating, overweening fool; 'a lover of the dix. 


tieſt, meaneſt company: An Abominable tatler, affeQ- 


ing to be jealous of her husband with ladies of the beſt 


rank and merit, and merely out of affectation for per- 
tet vanity, | 

| Solomon has 90 in deſign upon any perks tk him- 
ſelf, and be * the gr ; teſt boned of himſelf on all 
ocbaſion z:. 

His choughts are feddeas, anck the molt unreaſohable 
always comes uppermolt ; and he conſtantly reſolves 
and àcts upon his firſt thoughts, and then aſks advice, 
but never once before. 7 
The perſon above-mentioned, Mom ke N 


in three months after their acc quaintance, procured him 


a good referment from the Lord Lieutenant Upon 
own + td! take L e Telomon' pteathed, at 
Cork, a ſermon on King & George s birth- on "this 
rext, N to be day is t evil ' thereof” Ie Solomon 
having been famous . a high Tory, and fuſpected as 
a Jacobite, it was a moſt difficult 1 to get any thin 
ein friend of Lor 
Cartaret, prevailed againſt al eee s' enemies, and 
got him made likewiſe one of his Excellency's c 


brought him again te to the Elootenanr, and made them 


1 friends. LP. 


A ip ſprung in ed head, that a kouſp 
z would be commodious' for him and his 


mediately, without conſulting, with any creature, he 


takes 4 leaſe of 4 'rotren: houſe” at Rath furnam, the 
worſt air in Helau, for 999 9 years, at twelve pounds a 
year; the land, which was only à ftrip of ground, not 


being worth twenty ſhillings a year. When the Tame 
perſon whom he lampooned heard the thing, he beg- 
ged Solomon to get a clauſe of ſurrender, and at lun 


prevailed to have it done aſter twenty-one. years ; be- 
cauſe it Was a madneſs to pay eleven pounds a year, C 


for a thouſand 1 years, for a houſe that could not laſt 


entry But Solomon made an agreement with his 


1 . land- 
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leſs he was in any affair t 


1 * chat be ſhould be at has, 10 ſurrender, his 
leaſe in ſeven years ; and, if he did not do it at 
that time, ſhould be obliged to. keep it for. 999, years, 
In the mean time, he expends about one hundred 


- pounds on the houſe and 2 wall; and, in leſs than 


three years, contracts ſuch a hatred to the houſe, that 
he lets it run to ruin: So that, when the ſeven years 
are expired, he maſt either take it for the remainder 
of the 999 years, or be ſued for waſte, and loſe. all the 
money he laid out: And POW bs 1 Pays. twelve pounds . 

a year for a place he never ſees but 
Solomon has an eſtate 0 of about thirty-five pounds ter 
annum, in the county o Cavan ; upon which, inſtead 
of ever receiving one penny xent, he hath expended a- 
bove thirty. pe er. annut, . in buildings and plan- 
tations, which are al gone to ruin. jy: oe hood 
. ; Salomon is under-tenant to a Biſhop's leaſe: He is 
Pound by artic to his, Lorc hip to, renew and pay a 
fine, whenever the Biſhop renews: with his land lord, 
and to. raiſe his rent as the landlord, ſhall raiſe it to 
the Biſhop. Seven years expire: . Solomon's landlord 
demands a fine, which he anz pays; then 795 for 
25 8 bn e landlord. ſays, be may have it at any 
e never gets it. Another ſeven years e ws 4 


=; 8 Jandl Sie demand another fine, and an addi- 
tional rent: 


poten pays both; .aſks;to have his leaſe 
renewed : ſteward anſwers, he will ſpeak to his 
maſter. Seren years are elapſed: The landlord 
ſends Solomon word that his leaſe is forfeited, becauſe he 


hath not .Fenewed , and paid his fines according to ar- 


ticles; and. now, ; they are at law.upon. this irn 
It is. Salben 8 great happineit, "that, 3 he acts i in 
the common concerns of liſe, againſt common ſenſe 
and reaſon, he values himſelf thereupon, as if it were 

the mark of a great genius, above little regards or arts, 
and that his thoughts are too exalted to deſcend into 
the knowledge of vulgar management; and you can- 
not make him a greater compliment, than by telling in- 
ſtances to the company, before his face, how care- 
gi related to Dis intereſt and 
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He is extremely proud and captjous,.apt to xeſent'as 
an affront and indignity, What was never intended for 
ä either. ei 1 24 231 3683 115 3 „„ bly & 

He is allured as eaſily by, every new; acquaintance, 
eſpecially among women, as a child is by a new play, 
thing, and is led at will by, them to ſuſpe& and.quarrel 
with his beſt friends, of, whom; he hath loft the greateſt 
part, for want of that indulgency which they. ought te 
allow for his failings. n boa ner e 

He is a generons, honeſt, good: natured man; but 
his perpetuaſ want of judgment and diſcretion, makes 
him act as if he were neither generous, honeſt, nor 


* * 
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come for him with a chaiſe, and bring him to rown, 
Sclomon ſent him word that he was to iet out on Monday; 
and did accordingly, but to another part of the kingdom, 
thirty miles wide; of the place appointed, in, compli- 
ment to a lady who was going that way z there ſtaid, 
with her and her family, a month, then ſent the chaiſe, 
in the midſt of winter, to bring: the ſaid perſon, where 
| Solomon would meet him, declaring. he could not ven- 
ture himſelf for fear of the froſt: And upon the ſaid 
perſon's refuſing to go in the chaiſe alone, or to truſt 
to Solomon 's appointment, and being in ill health; Se- 
 lomon fell into a formal quarrel with that perſon, and 
ſoully miſrepreſented the whole affair to juſtify himſelf; 
Solomon had publi ed a humourous ballad, called 
Balyſpellin O, whither he had gone to drink the waters, 
with a new favourite lady. The ballad Was in the man: 
ver of Mr Gay's on Molly Mogg, pretending to contain 
all the rhy mes of Balyſpellin. His friend, the perſon ſa 
often mentioned, being at a-gentleman's houſe in the 
neighbourhood; and merry over Selomon's ballad, they 
agreed to make another, in diſpraiſe of Baly/pe/{in-wells, 
which-Solomen had celebrated, and with all new ryhmey | 
not made. uſe of in Selomon's f. The thing was done, 
and. all in a mere jeſt and innocent merriment. Yet 
8 e Solamon 
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he did . againſt all the rules of Fates, = | 
good-nature, - W gratitude, . or common man- 
ners. | 
He will invite fix or more people of Ge on to 
dine with him on a certain day, ſome of them living 
five or fix miles from town. On the day appointed he 
will be abſent, and know nothing of, the matter, and 
they all go back difappointed : When he is told of 
this, he is pleaſed, becauſe it ſhews bim to be a genius 
and a man of learning. 
Having lain many years — the obloquy of a hi h 
Tory and Jacobite, upon the preſent Queen's birth- 
__ day he write a ſong, to be performed before the Go- 
vernment and thoſe who attended them, in praiſe of 
the Queen and the King, on the common topics of her 
beauty, wit, family, love of England, and all other 
virtues, wherein the King and the Royal Children 
were ſharers. It was very hard to avoid the common 
topics, which were mentioned in abundance. A young 
collegian, who had done the ſame job the year before, 
got Be reputation en the account of his wit: Solo- | 
mon would needs vie with him, by which he loft all 
the eſteem of his old friends the Tories, and got not 
the leaſt intereſt with the Whigs; for they are now too 
fſtrong to want advocates of that kind: And therefore 
one of the Lords Juſtices, reading the verſes in ſome 
company, ſaid, ** Ah, Doctor, this ſhall not do.“ His 
name was at length in the title-page; and he did this 
without the knowledge or advice of one nes, 5 515 as 
he himſelf canfeſſeth. 

His full conviction of baving ated when,” in a dons 
dred inſtances, leaves him as poſitive in the next in- 
ſtance as if he had never been miſtaken in his life: 

And if you go to him the next day, and find him con · 
vinced in the laſt, he hath another inſtance ready, 
wherein he 1 is as e as de Was ans day age | 
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FT\HIS day, being Sunday, January 28th 1921-8, 


about eight o'clock at night, a ſervant brought 


me a note; with an account of death of the trueſt, 


moſt virtuous, and valuable friend, that I or perhaps 
any other perſon ever was bleſſed with. She expired 
about ſix in the evening of this day; and, as ſoon as 
I am left alone, which is about eleven at night, I re- 
ſolve, for my own ſatis faction, to ſay ſomething of her. 
life and chan se 8 
She was born at Richmond in Surrey, on the thir- 

teenth day of March, in the year 1681. Her father 
was a younger brother of a = family in Nortingham- 
ſhire, her mother of a lower degree; and indeed ſhe had 
little to boaſt of her birth. I' knew her from fix years 
old, and had ſome ſhare in her education, by directing 
what books ſhe ſhould read, and perpetually inſtructing 
her in the principles of honour and virtue; from which 
ſhe never ſwerved in any one action or moment of her 
life. She was ſickly from her childhood until about 
the age of fifteen : But then grew into perfect health, 


and was looked upon as one of the moſt beautiful, 


graceful, and agreeable young women in London, only 
a little too fat. Her hair was blacker than a raven, 
and every feature of her face in perfection. She lived 
generally in the country, with a family, where ſhe con- 
tracted an intimate friendſhip with another lady “ of 
more advanced years, I was then (to my mortification) 
ſettled in Ireland; and, about a year after, going to 
viſit my friends in England, I found ſhe was a little 
uneaſy upon the death of a perſon on whom ſhe had 
ſome dependence. Her fortune, at that time, was in 
all not above fifteen hundred pounds, the intereſt of 
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| which was but a ſcanty maintenance, in ſo dear a coun. 
try, for one of her ſpirit. Upon this conſideration, 
and indeed very much for my own ſatisfaction, who 
had few friends or acquaintance in /re/and, I prevailed 
with her and her dear friend and companion, the other 
lady, to draw what money they had into Ireland, a 
great part of their fortune being in annuities upon funds, 
Money was then at ten per cent. in Ireland, beſides the 
advantage of returning it, and all neceſſaries of life at 
half the price. They complied witk my advice, and 
foon after came over; but, I happening to continue 
ſome time longer in Exgland, they were much diſeou- 
raged to live in Dublin, where they were wholly ſtran. 
gers. She. was at that time about nineteen; years old, 
and her perſon was ſoon diſtinguiſhed. But the advent 
ture looked ſoilike-a frolic, the cenſure held, for ſome 
time, as if there were a ſecret hiſtory in ſuch a removal; 
which, however, ſoon blew off by ;her. excellent con- 
duct. She came over with her friend on tage 
in the year 170 and they both lived: together until 
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this day, when death removed ber from us. For ſome 
years paſt, ſhe had been viſited with; continual ill: 
health; and ſeveral times, within theſe laſt two years, 
her life Was deſpaired of. But, for this twelve - months 
paſt, ſhe never zhad a day's. health; and, properly 
ſpeaking, ſhe hath been dying fix months, but kept 
alive, almoſt againſt nature, by the generous kindneſs 
of two phyſicians, and the care of her friends. Thus 
far I writ the ſame night between eleven and twelve. 
Never was any of her ſex born with better giſts of 
the mind, or mote improved tllem by reading and con- 
verſation. Vet her. memocy was not of the beſt, and 
was impaired in the latter years of her life. But I can- 
not call to mind that, Lever once beard her make 3 
wrong judgment of petſons, books, or affairs. Her 
advice was always the beſt, and with the greateſt free - 
dom, mixt with the greateſt decency. She had a grace- 
fulneſs ſome what more than human in every motion, 
word, and action. Never was ſo happy à conjunction 
of civility, freedom, eaſineſs and ſincerity. There 
ſeemed to be a combination among all that knew her, 


to treat her with a dignity much beyond her rank: 
Sun. 7 
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Yet people of all ſorts. were never more eaſy than in 
her company. Mr Aadiſon, when he waz in Jreland, be- 
ing introduced to her, immediately found: her out; 
and, if he had not ſoon after left the kingdom affared 
me he would have. uſed all endeavours to cultivate her 
friend ſhip- A rude or conceited coxcomb paſſed bis 
time very ill, upon the leaſt breach of re 3 fer, in 


ſuch a caſe, ſne had no mercy, but was ſuse to expoſe 
him to the contempt of the ſtanders- by; yet in ſuch a 
manner as he was aſhamed to complain, and durſt not 
reſent.” All of us, who had the happineſs of her friend - 
ſhip, agreed unanimoufſy, that, in an .afrerrmon or 
evening's converſation, ſhemever failed before we: part - 
ed of delivering the beſt thing that» was: ſaid im the 
company. Some of us have written down: feveral'o 
her ſayings, or what the reich call Ban aus where- 
in ſhe excelled almoſt beyond belief. Sbe never miſ- 
took the underſtanding of others; nor ever ſaid a ſevore 
word, but where a much ſeverer was deſetred. 
Hler ſerrants loved and almoſt adored her atꝭ the 
ſame timer She would, upon ocenhons; treat them 
with freedom; yet her demeanour Was ſe awful; that 
they durſt not fail in the. leaſt poigt voi creſpact i 8 
chid them ſeldom, but it was with (everity/whibh hid 
an effect upon them for aſlong time after vil fs 
_ . - Fanuery 29th, My head achs, and I. can write no 
more: 971, 24311] 160 aaw zd ont © 236 520m 
January zoth, Tagan. 1809 TE k i en qoy none 
T is is the.night-of: the Faneralyawhiohimy: ficknoſs 
will not ſuſſer me to nttendun Ivis now nine atihight, 
and 1 am removed into another apartment, chat I may 
not ſee the light in the church, wwhicheis!jult vr againſt 
the window of my bed-chamben. 2 ,!ẽ⁊ x yn + 
With all the ſoftneſs of temper that became a lady, 
ſhe had the perſonal courage) of a hero. She and her 
friend having removed their lodgings tola new houſe, 


which | ſtood ſolitary, a parcel of: Togues;tiarhbed, at- 
tempted the ;houſegrwhere: there was only one Hoy: She 
was then about four and twenty And, having been 
warned td apprehend ſonie ſuch attempt, ſſie learned the 
Vor. Xe ... management 
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ananagemient of a piſtol ; and, the other women and 
ſervants being half dead with fear, ſhe ſtole | ſoftly to 
Her dining-room window, put on a black hood, to pre- 
vent being ſeen,” primed ao the piſtol freſh, gently lifted 
up the ſaſn; and, taking her aim with the utmoſt pre- 
ſence of mind, diſcharged the piſtol loaden with the 
;bullets, into the body of one villain, who ſtood the 
Faireſt mark. The fellow, mortally wounded, was carried 
off by the reſt, and died the next morning, but his com- 
panions could not be found. The Duke of Ormend bath 
often drank her health to me upon that account, and had 
always an high eſteem of her. She was indeed under 
ſome apprekenfions of going in a boat, after ſome dan- 
-ger ſhe bad narrowly eſcaped by water, but ſhe was 
reaſoned thoroughly out of it. She was never known 
to cry out, or diſcover any fear, i in a coach er on horſe- 
back, or any uneaſineſs by thoſe ſudden accidents with 
«which: moſt of her ſex, either by weakneſs or affecta- 
tion, appear ſo much diſordered. | 
She never had the leaſt defi mi in a 
tion, nor given to interruption, or appeared eager to 
in her word by waiting impatiently until another 
E done. Sbe ſpoke in a moſt agreeable voice, in 
ithe plaineſt words, never heſitating, except out of mo- 
deſty before new faces, where the was ſomewhat re- 
ſerved ; nor, among her neareſt friends, ever ſpoke 
much at a time. She was but little verſed in the com- 
mon topics of female chat; ſcandal, cenſure, and de- 
traction, never eame ont of her mouth: Yer, among 4 
few friends, in 82 converſation, ſne made little ce - 
Temony in daſcov — » contempt of a coxcomb, and 
deſeribing all his to the life; but the follies of 
her own * the ws rather inclined to extenuate or to 


ben th we was: e by open fadts of any 
breach of truth or honour, in a perſon of high ſtation, 
es in the church, ſhe could not conceal her in- 
-dignation, nor hear them —— without ſhewing her 
diſpleaſure in her conntenance icularly one or two 
of the latter ſort, whom ſhe knows and eſteemed, 
but deteſted above all mankind, when it was manifeſt 


that mw” had e thoſe two precious * 
t 
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their ambition, and would much ſooner have forgi 
them the common immoralities of the lait. 
Her frequent fits of fickneſs, in moſt parts of her 
life, had prevented her from making that progreſs in 
reading which ſhe would otherwiſe have done. She 
was well verſed in the Greet and Roman ſtory, and was 
not unſkilled in that of France and Enpland. She ſpoke 
French perfectly, but forgot much of it by — and 
ſickneſs. She had read earefully all the beſt books of 
travels, which ſerve to open and enlarge the mind. She 
underſtood the Platonic and Epicurean philoſophy, and 
judged very well of the defects of the latter. She made 
very judicious abſtracts of the beſt books ſhe had read. 
She underſtood the nature of government, and could. 
point out all the errors of Habben, both in that and re- 
ligion. She had a good inſight into phyſic; and knew: 
ſomewhat of anatomy; in beth which ſhe was inſtruct- 
ed in her younger days by an eminent phyſician, ho 
had her long under his care, and bore the higheſt e- 
ſteem for her perſon and underſtanding. She had a 
true taſte of wit and good ſenſe, both in poetry and 
proſe, and was a 33 good critic of ſtyle: Neither 
was it eaſy to find a more proper or impartial judge, 
whoſe advice an author might better rely on, if he in- 
tended to ſend a thing into the world, provided it was 
on a ſubject that came within the compaſs of her know · 
ledge. Vet, perhaps, ſhe was ſometimes too ſevere, 
which. 1s. a ſafe and pardonable error. She preſerved 
her wit, judgment, and vivacity to the laſt, ben often 
uſed to complain of her memory. en en 
Her fortune, with ſome acceſſion, could not, as IL 
have heard ſay, amount to much more than two thou 
ſand pounds, whereof a great part fell with her life, 
having been placed upon annuities in England, and 
one in Ireland. In a perſon ſo extraordinary, perhaps 
it may be pardonable to mention ſome particulars, al- 
though of little monient, further than to ſet furth her 
character. Some preſents of gold pieces being often 
made to her while ſhe was a girl, by her mother and 
Other friends, on promiſe to keep them, ſhe grew into 
ſuch a ſpirit of thrift, that, in about three years, they 
amounted to above two hundred pounds. She uſed to 
9 TROY 8 ſhew 
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ing ſhe would be-cheated;of them, ; prevailed, in ſome 
months, and with great importunities, to have them 
put out to intereſt; When the girl loſt the pleaſure of 
ſeeing and counting her; gold, which ſhe never failed 
of doing many times in a day, and deſpaired of heap- 
ing up ſueh another treaſure, her humour took the quite 
contrary. turn: She grew: careleſs and ſquandering of 
every new acquiſition, and: {2 continued till about two 
and twenty; when, by advice of ſome friends, and the 
tright of paying large bills of tradeſmen, who enticed 
her into their debt, ſhe began to reflect upon her own 
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| folly, and was never at reſt; until ſhe had diſcharged all 
*n her ſhop: bills, and refunded herſelf a conſiderable ſum 
TA the had run out. After which, by the addition of a 


few years and, a ſuperior underſtanding, ſhe became, 

and continued all her life a moſt prudent oeconomiſt; 

yet ſtill with a _ bent to the liberal fide, wherein 

ihe gratified herſelf by avoiding all expence in cloathe, 

(which ſhe ever deſpiſed) beyond what was merely de- 

cent. And, although her — returns of ſickneſs 

were very chargeable, except fees to phyſicians, of 

which ſhe. met with ſeveral ſo generous that ſhe could 

torce nothing an them, (and indeed ſhe muſt otherwiſe 

bare been undone;) yet ſhe never was without a con- 

| ſiderable fum of ready money. Inſomuch that, upon 

a her death, when her neareſt friends thought her very 

dare, her executors found in her ſtrong- box about 2 

hundred and fifty pounds in gold. She lamented the 

narrowneſs of her fortune in nothing ſo much, as that 

it did not enable her to entertain her friends ſo often, 

and in fo hoſpitable: a manner as ſhe deſired. Vet they 

were always welcome; and, while ſhe was in health to 

direct, were treated with neatneſs and elegance: 80 
that the revenues of her and her companion, paſſed for 

much more conſiderable than they really were. They 

lived always in lodgings, their domeſtics conſiſting of 

two maids and one man. She kept an account of all 

the family expences, from ber arrival in Ireland to 

ſome montlis before her death; aud ſhe would often 

repine, when looking back upon the annals of her 

houſhold bills, that every thing — — 
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double the price, while intereſt of money was ſunk; al- 
moſt to one half; ſo that the addition made to her for- 
tune was indeed grown abſolutely ns N 
[I fince writ as I found time.] | 

But her charity to the poor was a duty not to be di- 
miniſhed, and therefore became a tax upon thoſe tradef- 
men who furniſh the fopperies of other ladies. She 
bought cloaths as ſeldom as poſſible, and thoſe as plain 
and cheap as confiſted with the ſituxtion'ſhe was in; 
and wore no lace for many years. Either her judgment 
or fortune was extraordinary, in the choice of thaſe on 
whom ſhe beſtowed her charity; for it went further in 
doing go ood than double the ſum from any other hand. 
And I have heard her ſay, ſhe always met with grati- 


tude from the poor: Which muſt be flo fer her fkill 


in diſtinguiſhing proper objedts, as well as ehen 
manner 1n._rcheving them. eee 
But ſhe had another quality that woch denghted her; 


although it may be thought a kind of check upon her 


bounty; however it was a pleaſure ſhe could not refit: 
I mean that of making agreeable preſents, wherein I 
never knew her equal, although it be an affair of as 
delicate a nature as moſt in the courſe of life. She 
uſed to define à proſent, That it Was a gift to x friend 


could not be eafily gotten for money. I am confident, 
during my acquaintance with her, ſhe hath, in theſe 
and ſome other kinds of liberality, diſpoſed of to the 
value of ſeveral hundred pounds. As to preſents made 
to herſelf, ſhe received them with great unwillin gnefs, 
but efpecially from thoſe to whom ſhe had ever ven 
any; being on all occafions the mot — 
tal Jever knew or heard of. n 
From her own difpoſition, at eat as web 25 From 
the frequent want of healch, ſhe ſeldom made any wt 
ſits ; but her own ings, from before twenty ye 
old, were frequented by many perſons of the graves 


ſort; Who al reſpected her highly, upon her good ſenſe, 


_ | lers, i Eres, Bis 29 tkeſe were 7 
the late Primate 'Lin#/ay, Biſnop Loy ſhop Aßbe, 
Biſhop Brown, * Biſhop Stearn, "Biſhop. Pull Pills. with 
foe” others of later date; and indeed the greateſt 
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number of her acquaintance was among the cl 
Honour, truth, liberality, good nature, and modeſty, 
were the virtues ſhe chiefly poſſeſſed, and moſt valued 
in her acquaintance; and where ſhe found them, would 
be ready to allow for ſome defects, nor valued them 
leſs, although they did not ſhine in learning or in wit; 
but would never give the leaft allowance for any fai- 
lures in the former, even to thoſe who made the greateſt 
figure in either of the two latter. She had no uſe of 
any perſon's liberality, yet her deteſtation of covetous 
people made her uneaſy if ſuch a one was in her com- 
pany; upon which occaſion ſhe would ſay many things 
very entertaining and humorous. ; 


* 


7 


She never interrupted any perſon Who ſpoke ; ſhe 
laughed at no miſtakes they made, but helped them out 


with modeſty ; and if a good thing were ſpoken, but 


. e ſhe would not let it fall, but ſet it in the 
beſt light to thoſe who were preſent, She liſtened to 
all that was ſaid, and had never the leaſt diſtraction, 


or abſence of thought, _ 


lt was not ſafe nor prudent, in her preſence, : to of- 
fend in the leaſt word againſt modeſty; for ſhe then 


gave full employment to her wit, her contempt, and 
reſentment, under which even . ſtupidity and brutality 


were forced to ſink into confuſion ; and the guilty per- 
ſon, by her future avoiding him like a bear or a ſatyr, 
was never in a way to tranſgreſs a ſecond time. _ 
It happened one ſingle coxcomb, of the pert kind, 
was in her company, among ſeveral other ladies; and, 
in his flippant way, began to deliver ſome. double 
meanings: The reſt flapt their fans, and ufed the o- 
ther common expedients practiſed in ſuch caſes, of ap- 
earing not to mind or comprehend, what was faid. 
. was very different, and perhaps may be 
cenſured. She ſaid thus to the man : ** Sir, all theſe 
1% ladies and I underſtand your meaning very well, ha- 
« ying,. in ſpite of our care, too often met with thoſe 
of your ſex Who wanted manners and good ſenſe. 
« But, believe me, neither virtuous: nor even vicious 
«. women love ſuch kind of converſation. However, 
I will leave you, and report your behaviour: And, 
| | oor 
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% door whether you are in the houſe, that I may be 
« ſure to avoid you.” I know not Whether a majori- 
ty of ladies would approve of ſuch a proceeding; but 
I believe the practice of it would ſoon put an end to 
that corrupt converſation, the worſt effect of dulneſs, 
ignorance, impudence, and yulgarity, and the higheſt af- 
front to the modeſty and . underſtanding of the female 
ſ ez, 1 ð bak „ 
By returning very few viſits, ſhe had not much com- 
pany of her own ſex, except thoſe whom ſne moſt lo- 
ved for their eaſineſs, or eſteemed for their good ſenſe x 
and thoſe, not inſiſting on ceremony, came often to 
her. But ſhe rather choſe. men for her companions, 
the uſual topics of ladies diſcourſe; being ſuch as ſhe had 
e and leſs reliſh. Vet no man was 
upon the rack to entertain her, for ſhe eaſily deſcend - 
ed to any thing that was innocent and diverting, 
News, politics, cenſure, family- management, or town- 
talk, ſhe always diverted to ſomething elſe ; but theſe 
indeed ſeldom happened, for ſhe choſe her company 
better : And therefore many, who miſtook her and 
themſelves, having ſollicited her acquaintance, and 
finding themſelves diſappointed after a few viſits, 
dropt off; and ſhe was; never known to inquire into 
the reaſon, or aſk what was become of the. 
She was never . poſitive in arguing, |. and: ſhe uſually 
treated thoſe who were ſo, in a manner which well 
enough gratified that unhappy diſpoſition; yet in ſuch 
a fort as made it very contemptible, and at the ſame - 
time did ſome hurt to the owners. Whether this pro- 
ceeded from her eaſineſs in general, or from her indif- 
ference to certain perſons, or from her deſpair of mend- 
ing them, or from the ſame practice which ſhe much 
liked in Mr A4da:/on, I cannot determine; but when 
ſhe ſaw any of the company very warm in a wron 
opinion, ſhe was more inclined to confirm them in it 
than oppoſe them. The excuſe ſhe commonly gave 
when her friends aſked the reaſon, was, That it prevent- 
ed noiſe, and ſaved time. Yet I have known her very 
angry with ſome whom ſhe much eſteemed, for ſome- 


times falling into that infirmity. . 
. T : 
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' She loved Tre/ar# much better than the generality of 
toſs. who owe both their birth and riches to it; and, 
Having brought over all the fortune ſhe had in money, 
left the reverſion of the beſt part of it, one thoufand 
pounds, to Dr 8:ephens's Hoſpital. She deteſted the 

rann and injuſtice of EZagland, in their treatment of 
this kingdom. She had indeed reaſon to love à con. 

75 where ſhe had the eſteem and — of all why 

knew her, and the unfvrerſal good :report of all 
Who erer heard of her, without one exception, if 1 
am told the truth by thoſe who keep general conver- 
ſation. Which character is the more extraordinary, 
in falling to a perſon of ſo much knowledge, wit, and 
vivacity, qualities that are uſed to create envy, and 
conſequently cenſure; and muſt be rather imputed to 
her great modeſty, gentle behaviour, and inoffenfive- 
dels than to her ſuperior virtue. 

' Although her knowledge, from books and compan 
was much more extenſive than uſually falls to the rid 
of her fex ; yet ſhe was ſo far from waking a parade 
of it, 'that her female viſitants, on their firſt acquain- 
tance, who expected to diſeover it, Gola they cell 
hard words and deep-difcourſe, 'would' be fometimes 
eifappointed, and fay, they found the was like other 
women. But wife men, through all her modeſty, 
whatever they diſcourſed on, eeuld eafily obſerve that 
the underſtood them very well, by the judgment eus 
in Nr eee, as welle as in Ber « 31+ ppg war 
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HERE is à ſubject of controverſy which I 
1 have frequently met with, in mixt and ſelect 
companies of both ſexes, and ſometimes only of men; 
whether it be prudent to chaſe a wife, Who hath good 
natural ſenſe, ſome: taſte of wit and hutnaur, ſuſhciently 
verſed in her owo natural language, able to read and 
to reliſh hiſtory, books of travels, moral or entertaining 
diſcourſes, and be a tolerable judge of the beauties in 
poetry. This queſtion is generally determined in tha 
negative by the women themſelves, but almoſt univer - 

We muſt obſerve, that, in this debate, thoſe whom 


we call men and women of faſhion are only io be un- 


derſtood, not merchants, tradeſmen, or others of ſuch 
occupations, who are not fuppoſed to have ſhared in a 
liberal education. I except hkewiſe all miniſters of 
ſtate, during their power, lawyers and phyſicians in 
great practice, perfons in ſuch employments as take wp 
the 2 dart of the day, and perhaps fome other 
conditions of life which I cannot call to mind. Nei- 
ther muſt I forget to except all gentlemen of the army, 
from the General to the Enfign ; becauſe thoſe qualiſiea- 


tions above-mentioned, in à wife, are wholly out of 


their element and comprehenſion ;. together with all 
mathematicians, and gentlemen lovers of muſic, me- 
taphy ſicians, virtuoſi, and great talkers, who have all 
amuſements enough of their own. All theſe put toge - 
ther will amount to a great number of adverfaries, 
whom I ſhall have no occafion to encounter, becauſe 1 
am already of their ſentiments. Thoſe perſons, whom 
I mean to include, are the bulk of lords, knights, and 
{quires throughout Eaglanu, whether they reſide be- 
tween the town and country, or generally in either. 
I do alſo include thoſe of the clergy,” who have tolera- 
bly good preferments in London, or any other parts of 
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The moſt material arguments that I have met with, 
en the negative ſide of this great queſtion, are what J 
ſhall now impartially report, in as ſtrong a light as I 
think they can bear... „ 

It is argued, That the great end of marriage is pro- 
pagation: That, conſequently, the principal buſineſs 
of a wife is to breed children, and to take care of them 
in their infancy: That the wife is to look to her fami- 
ly. watch over the ſervants, ſee that they do their 
work: That ſhe be abſent from her houſe as little as 
poſſible: That ſhe is anſwerable for every thing amifs 
in the family: That ſhe is to obey all the lawful com- 
mands of her husband; and viſit, or be viſited, by no 
perſons whom he diſapproves. That her whole buſi- 
neſs, if well performed, will take up moſt hours of the 
day: That the greater ſhe is, and the more ſervants 
ſhe keeps, her inſpection muſt increaſe accordingly, 
For, as a family repreſents a kingdom, ſo the wife, 
who is her husband's firſt miniſter, muſt, under him, 
direct all the officers of State, even to the loweſt; and 
teport their behaviour to her husband, as the firſt mi- 
niſter does to his prince. That ſuch a ſtation requires 
much time, and thought, and order; and, if well exe- 
cuted, leaves but little time for viſits or diverſions. 
That a humour of reading books, excepting thoſe of 
devotion or: houſewifery, is apt to turn a woman's 
brain. That plays, romances, novels, and love-poems, 
are only proper to inſtruct them how to carry on an in- 
trigue. lhat all affectation of knowledge, beyond 
what is merely domeſtic, renders them vain, conceited, 
and pretending. That the natural levity of women 
wants ballaſt ; and, when ſhe once begins to think 
ſhe knows more than others of her ſex, ſhe will begin 
to deſpiſe her husband, and grow fond of every cox- 
comb who pretends to any knowledge in books, That 
ſhe will learn ſcholaſtic words; make herſelf ridiculous 
by pronouncing them wrong, and applying them ab- 
ſurdly in all companies. That, in the mean time, her 
hauſhold affairs, and the care of her children, will be 
vholly laid aſide; her toilet will be crowded with all 

the under-wits, where the converſation will paſs in 
criticiſing an the laſt play or poem that comes out, 3 
bas 2 
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me will be careful to remember all the 'remarks that 
were made, in order to retail them in the next viſit, eſpe- 
cially in company who know nothing of the matter, 
That ſhe will have all the impertinence of a pedant, 
without the knowledge ; and, for every new acquire- 
ment, will become ſo much the worſe, ee. 
To ſay the truth, that ſhameful and almoſt univerſal 


neglect of good education among our nobility, gentry, 


and indeed among all others who are born to. good 
eſtates, will make this eſſay of little uſe to the preſent 
age: For, conſidering the modern way of 17 up 
both ſexes in ignorance, idleneſs, and vice, 'it is of lit- 

tle conſequence how they are coupled together. And 
therefore my ſpeculations on this ſubject can be only 
of uſe to a ſmall number: For, in the preſent ſituation 


of the world, none but wiſe and good men can fail of 


miſling- their match, whenever they are diſpoſed to 
marry ; and, conſequently, there is no reaſon for com- 
plaint on either ſide. The forms by which a huſhand 
and wife are to live, with regard to each other and to 
the world, are ſufficiently known and fixed, in direct 
contradiction to every precept of morality, religion „ or 
civil inſtitution: It would be therefore an idle attempt 
10 aim at breaking ſo firm an eſtabliiment. 
But as it ſometimes happens, that an elder brother 
dies late enough to leave the younger at the univerſity, 
after he hath made ſome progreſs in learning; if we 
fuppoſe him to have a tolerable genius, and a deſire to 
improve it, he may conſequently learn to value and 
eſteem wiſdom and knowledge wherever he finds them, 
even after his father's death, when his title and eſtate 
come into his own poſſeſſion. Of this kind, I reckon, 
by a favourable computation, there may poſſibly be 
found, by a ſtrict ſearch among the nobility and gen- 
try throughout England, about five hundred, Among 


thoſe of all other callings or trades, who are able to | 


maintain a ſon at the univerſity, about treble that 
number. The ſons of clergymen bred to learning with 
any ſucceſs, muſt, by reaſon of their paretits poverty, 
be very Lac able, .many of them being only ad- 


therefore count them to be 
not 


mitted ſervitors in colleges, (and conſequently provin 
good for nothing:) I Rail I 


216 ile Enucarion gf Lavin s. 


not above fourſcore. But, to avoid; fractions, 1 ſhall 
ſuppoſe there may poſſibly be a round number of two 


thouſand male human ns 
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: To prove the AnTiQuiTY of che 
ENG L I'S H T 0 N G U E. 


Shewing, from various Inflances, that HEBREW, GR EEK, 
and LATIN, were derived from the ENGLISH, 
URING the reign of parties, for about forty, years 
paſt, it is a melancholy conſideration to obſerve 
how Philology hath been neglected, which was before 
the darling employment of the greateſt authors, from 
the reſtoration of learning in Eurepe, Neither do I re- 
member it to have bcen cultivated, fince the Revolu- 
tion, by any one perſon, with great ſucceſs, except our 
illuſtrious modern ſtar, Dr Richard Bentley, with whom, 
the republic of learning muſt expire; as mathematics 
did with Sir //aac Newton, My ambition hath been 
gradually attempting, from my early youth, to be the 
holder of a ruſh-light before that great luminary ; 
which, at leaſt, might be of ſome little uſe during thoſe 
ſhort intervals, while he was ſnuffing his candle, or 
peeping with it under a buſhel, — 
My preſent attempt is to aſſert the antiquity of our 
Engliþ Tongue; which, as I ſhall undertake. to prove 
by invincible arguments, hath. varied very little for 
theſe two thouſand fix hundred and thirty-four years 
paſt. And my proofs will be drawn from etymology; 
wherein I ſhall uſe my readers much fairer than Pexron, 
Szinner, Vorſtigan, Camden, and many other ſuperficial 
pretenders have done. For I will put no force upon 
the words, nor defire any more favour than, to, allow 
for the uſual accidents of corruption, or the avoiding a 
cacophonia. | EN "3 
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I'think I can make it manifeſt to all impartial rea- 
ders, that our language, as we now ſpeak it, was ori- 
ginally the ſame with thoſe of the Zews, the Greeks, and 
the Romans, however corrupted in ſucceeding times by 
a mixture of barbariſms. I ſhall only produce, at pre- 
ſent, two inſtances among a thouſand from the Lazin 


tongue. Cloaca, which they interpret a zece//ary-houſe, 


| is altogether an Exgliſb word, the laſt letter a being, by 


the miſtake of ſome ſcribe, transferred from the be. 


| ginning to the end of the word. In the primitive or- 
t 


ography it is called a deac, which had the ſame ſig- 
nification; and ſtill continues ſo at Zdinburgh in Scots 
land: Where a man in @ cloac, or cloak, of large cir- 


cumference and length, carrying a convenient veſſel 


under it, calls out, as he goes through the ſtreets, ha 
has need of me Whatever cuſtomer calls, the veſſel is 

iced in the corner of the ſtreet, the cloac, or a cloak, 
ſurrounds and covers him, and thus he is eaſed with de- 
cency and ſecrecy. - VTV 


The ſecond inftance is yet more remarkable. The 
Latin word Turpis ſignifieth aaſty, or flihby. Now this 


word Turpis is a plain compoſition of two Engliſb words; 


only, by a ſyncope, the laſt letter of the firſt ſyllable, 


Which is 4, is taken out of the middle, to prevent the 
jarriyg of three conſonants together: And theſe two 

e Words expreſs the two moſt unſeemly excre- 
ments that belong to man. 
But although I could produce many other examples, 
equally" convineing, that the-Hebrews, the Greeks, and 
the Romans originally ſpoke the fame language which 
we do at preſent; yet I have choſen to confine myſelf 
chiefly” tothe proper names of perſons, becauſe I con. 
ceive they will be of greater weight to confirm what I 
advance; the ground and reaſon of thoſe names being 
certainly owing to the nature; or ſome diſtingmſhing 
action or quality in thoſe perſons, and 641.99 Arie ex- 
preſſed in the true antient language of the ſeveral peo- 


f. Iwill begin with the Grecians, among whom the 
moſt antient are the great leaders on both ſides in the 
fiege of Trey. For it is plain from Homer, — 

an ſpoke Greek as well as the Grecians. Of thee 
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latter; Achilles was the moſt valiant. This Hero was 
of a reſtleſs unquiet nature, never giving himſelf any 


repoſe either in peace or war; and therefore, as G of 
Warwick was called a Kill- cow, and another terrible 
man a Kill-devil, ſo this General was called A Kil//- 


caſe, or deſtroyer of eaſe; and at length, by corruption, 
Achill. , SL CDT +4 71%, 
Hector, on the other ſide, was the braveſt among the 
Trojans, He had deſtroyed ſo many of the Greeks, by 
hacking and tearing them, that his ſoldiers, when they 
ſaw him fighting, would cry out, Now the enemy 
« will be hackt, now he will be rere. At laſt, by 
putting both words together, this appellation was given 
to their leader, under the name of. Hach-tore; and, for 
the more commodious ſounding, Hector. 


Diomede, another Grecian captam, had the boldneſs 
to fight with Venus, and wound her; whereupon the 


Goddeſs, in a rage, ordered her ſon Cupid to make this 


Hero be hated by all women, repeating it often that 
he ſhould die a maid; from whence, by a fmall change 
in orthography, he, was called Diomeade. i'And/it is to 


be obſerved, that the. term Maiden-head is frequently, 
at this very day, applied to perſons of either ſex. 
Ajax was, in fame, the next Grecian general to 


Achilles, The derivation of his name from 4; Jales, 


however aſſerted by great authors, is in my opmion, 


very unworthy; both of them and of the Hero himſelf. 


J have often wondered to ſee ſuch learned men miſtake 


in ſo clear a point. This Hero is known to have 


been a moſt intemperate liver, as it is uſual with ſol- 
diers; and, although he were not old, yet, by con- 
verſing with camp: ſtrolers, he had got pains in his 


bones, which he pretended to his friends were only 


Age aches; but they telling the ſtory about the army, 


as the vulgar always confound right pronunciation, 
he was afterwards. knowa by no other name than 


Jar... 1 4 
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The next I ſhall mention is Andromache, the famous 
wife of Heckor. Her father was a Scorch gentleman, of a 
| noble family ſtill ſubſiſting in chat antient kingdom. But, 
being a foreigner in Trey, to which city he led ſome 
of his countrymen in the defence of Priam, as Di&ys 
| "ES Cretenſis 
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Cretenfis learnedly obſerves ; Hector fell in love with 
his daughter, and the father's name was Andrew Mac- 
hay, The young lady was called by the ſame name, 
only a little ſoftened to the Grecian accent. 
.  Afijanax was the ſon of Hector and Andromac be. 
When Trey was taken, this young Prince had his head 
cut off, and his body thrown to ſwine. From this fa- 
tal accident he had his name; which hath, by a pecu- 
har good fortune, been preſerved entire, A4 /y, an ax. 
Mars may be mentioned among theſe, becauſe he 
Fought againſt the Greeks. He was called the God of 
War; and is deſcribed. as a ſwearing, ſwaggering, 
companion, and a great giver of rude language. For, 
when he was angry, he would cry, © Kiſs my a- e, 
«© My a--/e in a band - box, My a- ſe all over: Which 
he repeated ſo commonly, that he got the appellation 
of My-a--/e ; and, by a common abbreviation, Mar,: 
from whence, by leaving out the mark of eliſion, Mar: : 
And this is a common practice among us at preſent; 
as in the words D'anwers, D*awenport, D'anby, which are 
now written Danvers, Davenport, Dandy, and many 
The next is Hercules, otherwiſe called Alcides. Both 
theſe names are Tagliſb, with little alteration. ; and de- 
ſcribe the principal qualities of that Hero, who was 
diſtingutſhed for being a ſlave to his miſtreſſes, and at 
the ſame: time for his great ſtrength and courage. 
-Omphale, his chief miſtreſs, uſed to call her lovers Her 
cullies; and, becauſe this Hero was more and longer 
ſubject to her than any other, he was in a particular 
manner called the chief of ber callies ; which, by an 
eaſy change, made the word Hercules. His other name 
Alcides was given him on account of his proweſs : For, 
in fight, he uſed to ſtrike on all fides, and was allowed 
on all fas to be the chief Hero of his age. For one 
of Which reaſons, he was called All fdes, or Alcidis; 
but 1 am inclined to favour the former opinion. 


A certain Grecian youth was a great imitator of So- 


treat; which that philoſopher obſerving, with much 


pleaſure, ſaid to his friends, There is an Ape mine 
een days,” After which the young man was paſſe 
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Epaminomdas, and proved to be the moſt virtuous per- 
ſon, as well as the preateſt general of his age. 
Ucalegon was a very obliging inn-keeper of Troy, 
When a gueſt was going to take horſe, the landlord 
took leave of him with this compliment, Sir, I ſhall 
«« be glad to /ee you call again.“ Strangers, who knew 
not his right name, caught his laſt words; and thus, 
by degrees, that appellation prevailed,” and he was 
known by no other name even among his neighbours. 
Hydra was a great ſerpent which Hercules flew. His 
| uſual outward garment was the raw hyde of a lion, and 
this he had on when he attacked the ſerpent ; which, 
therefore, took its name from the ſkin: The modeſty 
of that Hero devolving the honour of his victory upoi 
the lion's ſkin, calling that enormous ſnake the Hyue- 
Dr PUT BL OR Re 
Leda was the mother of Caffor and Pollux; whom 
Jupiter embracing in the ſhape of a ſwan, ſhe /aid 
a couple of eggs; and was therefore called Laid a, or 
lll n eee many 
As to Jupiter himſelf: It is well known that the 
ſtatues and pictures of this Heathen God, in the Ro- 
nan catholic countries, reſemble thoſe of St Peter, 
and are often taken the one for the other; The rea- 
fon is manifeſt : For, when the emperors had eftabliſh- 
ed Chriſtianity, the Heathens were afraid of acknow. 
ledging their Heathen idols of the chief God, and pre- 
_ tended it was only a ſtatute of the Jew Peter. And 
thus the principal Heathen God came to be called by 
the antient Romans, with very little alteration, Jupiter. 
The Hamadryades are repreſented by miſtaken anti- 
quity as Nymphs of the” Groves, But the true account 
is this: They were women of Calabria, who dealt in 
bacon ; and, living near the ſea - ſide, uſed to pickle 
their bacon in ſalt- water, and then ſet it up to dry in 
the ſun. From whence they were properly called 
Ham. a- dry-a- days, and, in proceſs of time, miſ-fpelt 
m c TO, RARE  THOTN Ce TS 
Neptune, the God of the ſea, had his name from the 
Tunes ſong to him by Triton, upon their ſhells every 
neap or nep tide. The word is come down to us almeſt 
uncorrupted, as well as that of the Tritons, his ſer- 
| 8 © vants 
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vants 3 who, in order to pleaſe: their : maſter, uſed is 
try all tones, till they could hit upon that he liked. 

.. Ariſtotle was a Peripatetic philoſopher, who uſed to 
inſtruct his ſcholars while he was walking. When the 
lads were eG qas he would ariſe to tell them what he 
thought proper; and was therefore called Ariſe to ell, 
But; ſucceeding - ages, who/.underſtood: not this ety- 
mology, en, by an abſurd change; n made it Ari- 


Afriſfophanss was a et contoilian, full af leviey; 
and gave himſelf too much freedom; which made a 
33 not ſcruple to ſay, that he had a great 
airy ſtuff in his, writings: And theſe words, 

often repeated, made ſucceeding ages jorge Wer) him 
Ariflophanes, - Vide Ron. Antig. l. iv. 13 13 
Alerander the Great was very fond of n in 
Hot aſhes. As ſoon as his cooks heard he was came 
home to dinner or ſupper, they called aloud to their 
under-officers, All eggs under the Grate : Which, re- 
peated every day at noon and evening, made ſtrangers 


think it was that Prince's real name, and therefore 


gave him no other; And poſterity hath been ever ſince 
undder the ſame delgionn . 11 
Pygmalion was a perſon of a very : tow ſtatuxe, but 
great valour; which, made his townſmen call him 
Pygmy lion And ſo it ſhould be ſpelt; although the 
word hath ſuffered leſs. by” tranſeribers thay aer 
others. 1 
Are bimedes Wag a 3 fn, marhematician.; His 
ſtudies required much ſilence and quiet: But his wife 
having ſeveral maids, they were always diſturbing him 
with their tattle or their buſineſs; which forced him 
to come out every now and then to the ſtair- head, and 
cry, e Hark ye maids, if. you will not be quiet, I 
«© ſhall turn you out of doors.” He repeated theſe 
words, Harl he maids, ſo often, that the unlucky jades, 
when, they found he was at his ſtudy, would ſay, 
There is Hark ye maids, let us ſ peak ſoftly: Thus the 


name went through the neighbourhopd i and: ar laſt, 


grew ſo general, that, we . of er gert 
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 Strabo. was a famous geographer; and; to improve 
his knowledge, travelled over ſeveral countries, as the 
writers of his life inform us; who likewiſe add, that 
he affected great niceneſs and figery in his cloaths: 
From whence. people took. occaſion to call him the 


Stray beau which:future ages have pinned down upon 
him very much to his diſhonour. eee, * 


Peloponneſus, that famous Gradian peninſula, got its 
name from a Greet colony in Ala the Last; many of 
whom going for traffic thither, and finding that the in- 


habitants had but one well in the town of , 


from whence certain porters uſed to carry the water 
through the eity in great; pails, ſo heavy that they 
were often, forced to ſet them down for eaſe; the tired 
porters, after they had ſet down the pails, and wanted 
to take them up again, would call for aſſiſtance to thoſe 
who were neareſt, in theſe words, Pail up, and taje ur. 
The ſtranger Greeks, hearing theſe, words repeated a 
thouſand times as they paſſed the ſtreet, thought the 
inhabitants were pronouncing the name of their coun- 


try, which made the foreign Greeks: call:it Peloponneſasr, 


a manifeſt corruption of Pail ap and eaſe u. 

Having mentioned ſo; many; Grecians to prove my 
hy potheſis, 1 ſhall; not tire the reader with producing 
an equal number of Romans, as I: might eaſily do. 
Some few will be ſufficient. N 


Caſar was the greateſt Captain of that empire: The . 
word ought to be ſpelt Seiſer, becauſe, he eie on not 
only moſt of the known world, but even the liberties 


of his own country: So that a more proper appellation 
could not have been given him. 1888700 
Ciceso was a Poor ſcholar in the univerſity: of Athens, 


where with his enemies in Reme uſed to reproach lum; 


and, as he paſſed the ſtreets, would call out, O Cer, 
Ciſer o A word ſtill uſed in Cambridge, and anſwers 


8 K . 6 
* : — 


Anibal was a ſworn enemy of the Romans, and gained 


many glorious! victories. aver, them. This name ap- 


pears at firſt repeating to be a metaphor drawn from 


tennis, expreſſing n ſcilful gameſter, who can (take a 


ball; and is very juſtly applied to ſo renowned a com- 
„„ | mander. 
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mander. | Navignzes are led into a ſtrange miſtake 
upon this article. We have uſually in our fleet ſome 
large man of war, called the Anibal with great pro- 
ety, becauſe it is ſo ſtrong that it may def any ball 
m a cannon. And ſuch is the l ic the 4. igno- 
rance of our ſeamen, . they miſ Ei the _ 


ball. 
Cartago \ was the moſt famous wading! city in the 


pine where, in every ſtreet, there was many a cart 
oing, probably laden with merchants 3 Vide 
7 xander ab Alexandre, and Suidas en ord Car- 
tago. 
*T he word Roman ieſel i is perfectly Engli TA like other 
words endivg in man or men, as Hangman, Drayman, 
"Huntſman, and ſeveral others. It was formerly ſpelt 
No- man, which is the ſame with Water-man. And 
therefore, when we read of Feſta (or, as it is corruptly 
ſpelt, Cęfa) Romanorum, it is to be underſtood of the 
rough manner of jeſting uſed by watermen ; who, upon 
the fides of rivers, would row man "Sas This I 
2 is clear e to convince the moſt ppl 
us. 3 | 
wi Miſentbopus was the'' name + of an een an, 
which he obtained by a cuſtom of eatching a great 
number of nice, then ſhutting them up in a room and 
throwing a cat among them. Upon which his fellow 
citizens called him mice and throw puſs. The reader 
obſerves how much the orthegraphy hath been changed 
without altering the found : But fuch'depravations we 
owe to the injury of . and Woch rh of tran- | 
Trabers. a 
Among the antients; fortanoltellimg by the n was 
a very beggarly trade. The profeſſors lay upon ſtraw, 
and their cabbins were covered with the ſame materials: 
Whence every one who followed that myſtery was call- 
ed A firaw lodger, or a lodger 1 in ſtraw ; but, in the 
new. led way of ſpelling, Affrologer. 
It is remarkable that the very word Dipthong js e- 
ty Enpliſs. In former times ſchool-boys were chaſti- 
fed with thongs faſtened at the head of a l lick. It Was 
ane that young lade were much 1 with _ 
| lng, 
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ling, and pronouncing words where two vowels came 
together, and were often corrected for their miſtakes 
in that point. Upon theſe 'occaſions'the maſter would 


dip his thongs (as we now do rods) in p, which 


made that difficult union of vowels to be called Dis- 
thang tit nA bot 11959 won | Jadu agar aku 

Faceplate; the famous horſe of Aluxander, was fo 
called becauſe there were many grooms employed about 
him, which fellows were always buy in their office: 
and, becauſe the horſe had ſo many buſy fellows about 
him, it was natural for thoſe who went to the ſtable to 
ſay, ** Let us go to the buſy fellows ;* by which they 
meant to ſee that Prince's horſe. And, in proceſs of 
time, theſe words were abſurdly applied to the animal 


itſelf, which was thence-forth ſtyled Buſy-/ellows, and 


very improperly Bucephalus. 


I ſhall now bring a few proofs of the ſame kind, to 


convince my readers that our Engliſb language was well 
known to the Jews. Eo 

Maſes, the great leader of thoſe people out of Fgy2z, 
was in propriety of ſpeech called Mow-/eas, becauſe 


he mowed the ſeas down in the middle, to make a path 


for the Ifraelites. | | 1 *. 
Abraham was a perſon of ſtrong bones and ſinews, 


and a firm walker, which made the people ſay, 


He was a man (in the Scorch phraſe, which comes 
neareſt to the old Saxon) of a bra bam; that is, 


of a brave ſtrong ham, from whence he acquired his 


name. 

The man whom the Jews called, Ba/am was a ſhep- 
herd; who, by often crying Ba to his /ambs, was there- 
fore called Baalamb, or Balam. | 5 | 

Jaac is nothing elſe but Eyes ate; becauſe the Tal. 
mudiſts report that he had a pain in his eyes, Vide 
Ben-gorion and the Targum on Geneffis. | + 

Thus I have manifeſtly proved, that the Greeks, the 
Romans, and the Fews, ſpoke the language we now do 
in England; which is an honour to our country that 
I thought proper to ſet in a true light, and yet 
hath not been done, as I have heard, by any other 


And 


writer. 
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And thus I ventured (perhaps too temerariouſly) to 
contribute my mite to the learned world; from whoſe 
candour, if I may hope to receive ſome approbation, 
it may probably give me encouragement to proceed on 

ſome other ſpeculations, if poſſible, of greater im. 

portance than what I now offer; and which have been 
the labour of many years, as well as of conſtant watch. 
ings, that I might be uſeful to mankind, and particular. 
by: t6:mine own countryo fy pen ob fone wm 
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 00D-MANNERS: is the art of making” thoſe 
people eaſy with whom we converſe. 
Whoever makes the feweſt Fare — is che 
beſt bred in the company. 

As the beſt law is founded upon regſun ſo are the 
beſt manners. And as ſome lawyers have introduced 
unreaſonable things into common law; ſo likewiſe ma - 
ny teachers have introduced abſ 1 mee an 
good- manners. W ir 
One principal point af) abs art is to ſoit our beha- 


viour to the three ſeveral degrees of men; our ene | 


our equals, and thoſe below uus. 

For inſtance, to preſs either of the two . to eat 
or drink is a breach of manners; but a tradeſman or a 
farmer muſt be thus treated, or elſe it will " difficult 
to perſuade them that they are welcome. 

Pride, ill- nature, and want of ſenſe,” are the — 
great ſources of ill- manners; without ſome one of theſe 
defects, no man will behave himſelf ill for want of ex- 
perience; or of what, in the enen of fools, is cal- 
led, knowing the world. | 

I defy: any one to affign an incident een reaſon 
will not direct us what we are to ſay or do in compa- 
75 if we are not miſled by pride or ill- nature. Ae ih 

Therefore 
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Therefore I inſiſt that good- ſenſe is the principal foun. 
dation of good-manners : But becauſe the former is a 
gift which very few among mankind are poſſeſſed of, 

therefore all the civilized nations of the world have a. 
pom upon fixing ſome rules for common behaviour, 

{ ſuited to their general cuſtoms, or fancies, as a kind 
of artificial good-ſenſe to ſupply the defects of reaſon. 
Without which, the gentlemenly part of dunces would 
be perpetually at cuffs, as they ſeldom fail when they 
happen to be drunk, or engaged in ſquabbles about 
women, or play. And, God be thanked, there hardly 
happeneth a duel in a year, which may not be imputed 
to one of thoſe three motives, Upon which account! 
ſhould be exceedingly ſorry to find the legiſlature make 
any new laws againſt the practice of duelling ; becauſe 
the methods are eaſy, and many, for a wiſe man to a- 
void a quarrel with honour, or engage in it with inno- 
cence. And I can diſcover no political evil in ſuffer- 
ing bullies, ſharpers, and rakes to rid the world of 
each other by a method of their own, where the law 
hath not been able to find an expedient. | 

As the common forms of good-manners were intend- 
ed for regulating the conduct of thoſe who have weak 
underſtandings ;' fo they have been corrupted by the 
perſons for whoſe ufe they were contrived. For theſe 
people have fallen into a needleſs and endleſs way of 
multiplying ceremonies, which have been extremely 
troubleſome to thoſe who practiſe them, and inſupport- 
able to every body elſe: infomuch, that wife men are 
often more uneaſy at the over-civility of theſe refiners, 
than they could. poſſibly be in the converfations of pea- 
The impertinencies of this ceremonial: behaviour are 
no where better ſeen than at thoſe tables where ladies 
preſide; who value themſelves upon account of their 
good- breeding; where a man muſt reckon upon pal- 
fing an hour withoat doing any one thing he hath a 
mind to; unleſs he will be ſo hardy as to break through 
all the ſettled decorum of the family. She determineth 
what he loveth beſt, and how much he ſhall eat; and 
if the maſter of the houſe happeneth to be of the ſame 
diſpoſition, he proceedeth in the ſame tyrannical man- 


ner 
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ner to preſeribe in the drinking part: At the ſame time 
you are under the neceſſity of anſwering a thouſand a- 
pologies for your entertainment. And although a good 
deal of this humour is pretty well worn off among ma- 
ny people of the beſt faſhion, yet too much of it ſtill re- 
maineth, eſpecially in the country; where an honeſt 
gentleman aſſured me, that having been kept four days 
againſt his will at a friend's houſe, with all the circum- 
ſtances of hiding his boots, locking up the ſtable, and 
other contrivances of the like nature, he could not re- 
member from the moment he came into the houſe, to 
the moment he left it, any one thing, wherein his in- 
clination was not directly contradicted; as if the whole 
family had entered into a combination to torment 
tr ug 1451; Bred ore 0 i SIN 
But, beſides all this, it would be endleſs to recount 
the many fooliſh and ridiculous: accidents I have ob- 
| ſerved among theſe unfortunate proſelytes to ceremony. 
T have ſeen a. Dutcheſs fairly knocked down by the 
recipitancy of an officious coxcomb, running to fave 
is the trouble of opening a door. I remember; upon 
a a birth-day at court, a great lady was utterly, diſcon- 
ſolate by a: diſh of fauce let fall by a page directly up- 
on her head · dreſs and brocade; while ſhe gave a Pu 
den turn to her elbow upon ſome point of ceremony, 
with the perſon. who ſat next to her. Monſieur, Bays, ” 
the Dutch envoy, whole 2 and manners were 
| much of a ſize, brought a ſon with him, about thirteen. 
years old, to a great table at court. The boy and his. 
father, whatever they put on . they firſt of- 
| fered round in order, to every perſon in the company; 
ſo that we could not get a minute's quiet during the 
whole dinner. At laſt their two plates happened to 
encounter, and with ſo much violence, that being chi- 
na, they broke in twenty pieces, and ſtained half the 


company with wet ſweet · meats and cream. 55 
There is a pedantry in manners, as-in all arts and 
ſciences; and ſometimes. in trades. Pedantry is pro- 
perly the over-rating any kind of knowledge we pre- 
tend to, And if that kind of knowledge be a trifle in ; 
itſelf, the pedantry is the greater. For which reaſon. 
1 look upon fidlers, Aae heralds, maſters 
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of the ceremony, c. to be greater pedants than Lip- 
us, or the elder Scaliger. With theſe kind of pedants, 
the court, while I knew it, was always plentifully 
ſtocked: I mean from the gentleman-uſher (at leaſt) in- 
cluſive, downward to the gentleman- porter; who are, 
generally ſpeaking, the moſt inſignificant race of peo. 
ple that this iſland can afford, and with the ſmalleſt 
tincture of pood-manners ; which is the only trade they 
rofeſs. For being wholly illiterate, and converſing 
chiefly with each other, they reduce the whole ſyſtem 
of breeding within the forms and circles of their ſeve. 
ral offices: and as they are below the notice of mini- 
ſters, they live and die in court under all revolutions, 
with great obſequiouſneſs to thoſe who are in any de- 
ree of credit or favour, and with rudeneſs and inſo. 
ence to eyery body elſe. From whence I have long 
concluded, that good manners are not a plant of the 
court growth: for if they were, thoſe people Who have 
underſtandings directly of a level for ſuch acquire- 
ments, and who have ſerved ſuch long apprenticeſhips 
to nothing elſe, would certainly have picked them up. 
For as to the great officers who attend the Prince's per- 
ſon or. councils, or preſide in his family, they are a 
tranſient Dory, who have no better a title to good-man- 
ners, than their neighbours, nor will Srobabl y have 
recourſe to gentlemen-uſhers for inſtruction. So that 
I know little to be learned at court upon this head, ex- 
cept in the material circumſtance of dreſs; wherein the 
authority of the maids of honour muſt indeed be allow- 
ed to be almoſt equal to that of a favourite actreſs. 

I remember a paſſage my Lord Bolingbroke told me, 
that going to receive Prince Eugene of Savoy at his land- 
ing, in order to conduct him immediately to the Queen, 
the Prince ſaid he was much concerned that he could 
not ſee her Majeſty that night ; for Monſieur Hoffman 

(who was then by) had aſſured his Highneſs that he 
could not be admitted into her preſence with a tied- up 
21 8 1 that his equipage was not arrived, and that 
he had endeavoured in vain to borrow a long one a- 


* 


mong all his valets and pages. My Lord turned the 

matter to a jeſt, and brought the Prince to her Majeſty ; 

for which he was highly cenſured by the whole tribe | 
| | | | — 8 
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of gentlemen-uſhers ; among whom Monſieur Hoffman, 
an old dull reſident of the Emperor's, had picked up 
this material point of ceremony; and which, I believe, 
was the beſt leſſon he had learned in five and twenty 
/// c 

I make a difference between good-manners and good - 
breeding; although, in order to vary my 1 77 3 
am ſometimes forced to confound them. By the firſt, 
I only underſtand the art of remembering, and apply- 
ing certain ſettled forms of general behaviour, But 
good-breeding is of a much larger extent; for beſides 
an uncommon degree of literature ſufficient to qualify 
a gentleman for reading a. play, or a political pam- 
phlet, it taketh in a great compaſs of knowledge ; no 
leſs. than that of dancing, fighting, gaming, making 


the circle of Tach, riding the great horſe, and ſpeaking 


French; not to mention ſome other ſecondary, or ſub- 
altern accompliſhments, which. are more eafily - ac- 
quired. So that the difference between good breeding 


and good-manners lieth in this; that the former can- 


not be attained to- by the beſt underſtandings without. 


ſtudy and labour: whereas a tolerable degree of reaſon - 5 


will inſtruct us in every part of good- manners without 
v3.34 2 .4 $604 3 2-4 3 AIP ON N | 4 i 8 85 


other aſſiſtance. 
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I can think of nothing more uſeful upon this ſubje&, 
than to point out ſome particulars wherein the very eſ- 


ſentials of good- manners are concerned, the neglect or 


pervefting of which doth very mu ch diſturb the good 
commerce of the world, by introducing a traffic of mu- 
tual uneaſineſs in moſt companies. . 


* 


Fire, A neceſſary part of good-manners is a punc- 


tual obſervance of time at our own dwellings, or thoſe 


of others, or at third places; whether upon matter of 


civility, buſineſs, or diverſion; which rule, though it 


be a plain dictate of common reaſon, yet the greateſt 
miniſter * I ever knew, was the greateſt treſpaſſer a- 


gainſt it; by which all his buſineſs doubled upon him, 
and placed him in acontinual arrear. Upon which I often 


uſed to rally him as deficient in point of good- manners. 


I have'known more than one ambaſſador, and ſecreta- 


e EEE, 


„ Ronznr HATE T, Farlof Oxford, Lord High Treaſurer to 
Qeen AANE, | 2 5 | : 


6, 


— 


2 A TN E ATITS E UV &. 
ry of ſtate, wirh a very moderate portion of intellectuals, 
execute their offices with good ſucteſs and applauſe by 
the mere force of exactneſs and regularity. If you duly 
_ obſerve time for the ſervice of another, it doubles the 
obligation; if upon your own account, it would be 
manifeſt folly, as well as ingratitude, to neglect it; if 
both are concerned to make your equal or inferior at. 
tend on you to his own diſadvantage, it is pride and 
NT SEE ITT HT CO RO TOTO k 
|  Tgnorance of forms cannot properly be ſtiled il]-man. 
ners; becauſe forms are ſubject to frequent changes; 
and conſequently, being not founded upon reaſon, are 
beneath a wiſe man's regard. Beſides, they vary in e- 
very country; and after a ſhort period of time very fre · 
quently in the ſame: So that a man, who travelleth, 
muſt needs be at firſt a ſtranger to them in every court 
through which he paſſeth; and, perhaps, at his return, 
18-4 as much a ftranger in his own; and, after all, they are 
1 eaſier to be remembered or forgotten than faces, or 
| nies: ee e en LSE 
Indeed, among the many impertinencies that ſuper- 
ficial young men bring with them from abroad, this 
bigotry of forms is one of the principal, and more pre- 
dominant than the reft ; who look üs them not on- 
ly as if they were matters capable of admitting of choice, 
but even as points of importance; and therefore zea- 
Tous upon all occaſions to introduce and propagate the 
new forms and faſhions they have brought back 
with them: So that, uſually ſpeaking, the worſt- bred 
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perſon in the company is a young traveller juſt return- 
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intention of turning them, during the dead ſea- 
ſon of the year, into accounts of domeſtic and foreign 
: intelligence; yet I think we, your correſpondents 
| ſhould not underſtand your meaning ſo literally, as if 
you intended to reject inſerting any W Which 
J might probably be uſeful for th | Ne1 


| 

t 2 J N 3 

„ : ee een in P 1 ien: TET 
LTRrovGH, in one of your Papers, you declare an 
r 


adly be uſeful for the public. Neither, in- 
deed, am I fully convinced that this new; courſe o 
ou more ſecure than your 


; reſolve to take, will render you ſec | 

former laudable practice, = inſerting ſuch. ſpeculations 

; as were ſent you by ſeveral well-wiſhers to the good of 

V the kingdom ; however grating ſuch notices might be 

to ſome, , who wanted neither power nor 1nclination tc 
reſent them at your coſt. For, fince there is a direct 

3 law againſt ſpreading falſe news, if you ſhould venture 

to tell us in one of the Craftſmen, that. the Dey of 4/- 

giers had got the tooth-ach, or. the King of Bantam 3 
had taken a purge, and the facts ſnould be contradicted f 
in ſucceeding pacquets; I do not ſee what plea du 
could offer to avoid the utmoſt penalty of- the law, be- 
cauſe you are not ſuppoſed to be very gracious among 


thoſe who are moſt, able to. hurt you, . 


i . 


- | Befides, as 1 take your intentions to be ſincerely 
meant for the public ſervice, ſo your original method 
of entertaining and inſtructing us will be more general 
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and more uſeful in this ſeaſon of the year, when peo. 
ple are retired to amuſements more cool, more inno. 
cent, and much more reaſonable than thoſe they have 
left; when their paſſions are fubſided or ſuſpended ; 
when they have no occaſions of inflaming themſelves, 
or each other; where they will have opportunities of 
hearing common ſenſe, every day in the week, from 
their tenants or neighbouring farmers, and thereby be 
qualified, in hours of rain or leſure, to read and con- 
ſider the advice or information you ſhall ſend them. 
Another weighty reaſon why you ſhould not alter your 
manner of writing, by dwindling to a news-monger, 
is becauſe there is no ſuſpenſion of arms agreed on be- 
tween you and your adverſaries, who fight with a ſort 
of weapons which have two wonderful qualities, that 
they are never to be worn out, and are beſt wielded by 
the weakeſt hands, and which the poverty of our lan- 
uage forceth me to call by the trite appellations of 
Scurrility, Slander, and Bling /gate. I am far from 
thinking that theſe gentlemen, or rather their em- 
ployers, (for the operators themſelves are too obſcure 
to be gueſſed at) ſhould be anſwered after their own 
way, although it were poſſible to drag them out of their 
obſcurity,; but I wiſh you would inquire what real uſe 
' ſuch a conduct is to the cauſe they have been ſo large- 
Iy paid to defend. The author of the three firſt Occa- 
fional Letters, a perſon altogether unknown, hath been 
thought to glance (for what reaſons he beft knows) at 
fome public proceedings, as if they were not agreeable 
to his private opinions. In anſwer to this, the pam- 
phleteers retained on the other fide are inſtructed by 
* "their ſuperiors, to ſingle out an adverſary, whoſe abi- 
lities they moſt have reaſon to apprehend, and to load 
himſelf, his family, and friends, with all the infamy 
that a perpetual converſation in Brideabell, Newgate, 
and the ſtews could furniſh them; but, at the ſame 
time, ſo very unluckily, that the moſt diſtinguiſhing | 
parts of their characters ſtrike directly in the face of 
their benefactor, whoſe idea preſenting itſelf along with 
his guineas perpetually to their imagination, occaſion- 
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ed this deſperate blunder, 
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But, allowing this heap of ſlander to be truth, and 
applied to the proper perſon; what is to be the conſe- 
quence? Are our public debts to be the ſooner Toes 
the corruptions that author complains of to be the ſooner 
cured; an honourable peace, or a glorious war: the 
more likely to enſue ; trade to flouriſh ; the Ofen com- 
pany to be demoliſhed; Gibraltar and Port-Mabon left 
entire in our poſſeſſion; the balance of Europe to he pre- 
ſerved; the malignity of parties to be for ever at an 
end; none but perſons of merit, virtue, genius, and 
learning to be encouraged ? I aſk, whether any of theſe 
effects will follow upon the publication of this author's 
libel, even ſuppoſing he could prove every ſyllable of 
it to Detrus ß? 8 
At the ſame time, I am well aſſured, chat the only 
reaſon of aſcribing thoſe papers to a particular perſon, 
is built upon the information of a certain pragmatical 
ſpy of quality, well known to act in that capacity by ._ 
thoſe into whoſe company he inſinuates himſelf; a ſort 
of perſons who, although without much love, eſteem, 
or dread of people in preſent power, yet have too much 
common prudence to {peak their thoughts with free- 
dom before ſuch an intruder ; who, therefore, impoſes 
groſsly upon his maſters, if he makes them pay for any 
thing but his own conjectures 
It is a grievous miſtake in a great miniſter to neglect 
or deſpiſe, much more to irritate, men of genius and 
learning. I have heard one of the wiſeſt 8e in my 
time obſerve, that an adminiſtration was to be known 
and judged by the talents of thoſe Who appeared their 
advocates in print. This IJ muſt never allow te be a 
general rule; yet I cannot but think it prodigiouſly un- 
fortunate, that, among the anſwerers, defenders, re- 
pliers, and panegyriſts, ſtarted up in defence of pre- 
ſent perſons and proceedings, there hath not yet ariſen 
one whoſe labours we can read with patience, however 
we may applaud their loyalty and good-will. And all 
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this with the advantages of conſtant ready pay, of na- 
| of the whole 
fund of ſlander, to range over and riot in as they 
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On the other ſide, a turbulent writer of Occafional 
Letters, and other vexatious papers, in conjunction 
perhaps with one or two friends as bad as himſelf, is 
able to diſconcert, teaze, and ſour us whenever he 
thinks fit, merely by the ſtrength of genius and truth; 
and after ſo dextrous a manner, that, when we are 


vened to the ſoul, and well know the reaſons why we 


are ſo, we are.aſhamed to own the firſt, and cannot tell 
how to expreſs the other. In a word, it ſeems to me 
that all the writers are on one fide, and all the railers 
on the other, _ 22 84 n 
However, I do not pretend to aſſert, that it is im. 

oſſible for an ill miniſter to find men of wit. who may 
* drawn, by a very valuable conſideration, to under- 
take his defence; but the mis fortune is, that the heads 
of ſueh writers rebel againſt their hearts; their genius 
forſakes them, when they would offer to proſtitute it to 
the ſervice of injuſtice, corruption, party-rage, and 
falſe repreſentations of things and perſons. 
And this is the beſt argument I can offer in defence of 
great men, who have been of late ſo very unhappy in 
the choice of their paper-champions; although I can- 


not much commend: their good husbandry, in thoſe 


exorbitant payments of twenty and ſixty guineas at a 
time for a ſcurvy pamphlet; ſince the ſort of work they 
require is what will all come within the talents of any 
one who hath enjoyed the happineſs of a very bad edu-- 
cation, hath kept the vilek company, is endowed with 
a ſervile ſpirit, is maſter of an empty purſe, and a heart 
% d d, dt brotha lia 
But, to ſpeak the truth in ſoberneſs; it ſhould ſeem 
a little hard, ſince the old Whiggiſn principle hath been 
recalled of ſtanding up for the liberty of the preſs, to 
a degree that no man, for ſeveral years paſt, durſt ven- 
ture out a thought which did not ſquare to a point with 
the maxims and practices that then prevailed : I ſay, 


it is a little hard that the vileſt mercenaries ſhould be 


countenanced, preferred, rewarded, for diſcharging their 


- brutalities againſt men of honour, only upon a bare 


ns //... ĩè ĩ Hb2 £06 
If it ſhould happen that theſe profligates have at- 


| tacked an innocent perſon, I aſk what ſatisfaction can 
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their hirers give in return? Not all the wealth raked to- 
ether by the moſt corrupt rapacious miniſters, in the 
ongeſt courſe of unlimited power, would be ſufficient 

to atone for the hundredth part of ſuch an injury. 


In the common way of thinking, it is a ſituation ſuf. 
ficient in all conſcience to ſatisſy a reaſonable ambition, 


for a private perſon to command the laws, the forces, 
the revenues of a great kingdom, to reward and ad- 
vance his followers and flatterers as he pleaſes, and to 
keep his enemies (real or Jars e in the duſt. In 
ſuch an exaltation, why ſhould he be at the trouble to 
make uſe of fools to found his praiſes, (becauſe I always 


thought the lion was hard ſet, when he choſe the aſs 
for his trumpeter) or knaves to revenge his quarrels, 


at the expence of innocent mens reputation? 
With all thoſe advantages, I cannot ſee why perſons, 
in the height of power, ſhould be under the leaſt con- 
cern on account of their reputation, for which the 
have no mauner of uſe ; or to ruin that of others, whic 
may perhaps be the only poſſeſſion their enemies have 
left them. Suppoſing times of corruption, which I am 


very far from doing, if a writer diſplays them in their 


proper colours, does he do any thing worſe than ſend- 


ing cuſtomers to the ſhop? Here only, at the ſign 
of the Braxen Head, are to be ſold places and penſions: 
Beware of counterfeits, and take care of miſtaking the 
door. „ Xs 
For my own part, I think it very unneceſſary to give 
the character of a great miniſter in the fulneſs of his 
power, becauſe it is a thing that naturally does itſelf, 
and is obvious to the eyes of all mankind ; for his per- 
ſonal qualities are all derived into the moſt minute parts 
of his adminiſtration. If this be juſt, prudent, regu- 


lar, impaatial,, intent upon the public good, prepared 
for preſent exigencies, and provident of the future; 


ſuch is the director himſelf in his private capacity: If 
it be rapacious, inſolent, partial, palliating long and 
deep diſeaſes of the public with apf en remedies, 
falſe, diſguiſed, impudent, malicious, revengeful; you 


ſhall infallibly find the private life of the conduc- 


tor to anſwer in every point ; nay, what is more, every 
twinge of the gout or gravel will be felt in their conſe- 
| | | | quencey 
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querices by the community: As the thief-catcher, upon 
viewing a houſe broke open, . could immediately gif. 


: tinguiſh, from the manner of the workmanſhip, by 
what hand it was done. 33535 

It is hard to form a maxim againſt which an excep. 

tion is not ready to ſtart up: So, in the preſent caſe, 

where the miniſter grows enormouſly rich, the public 

is proportionably poor; as, in a private family, the 

ſteward always thrives the faſteſt when his Lord is run- 

5 ning out. 4 | | 5 | 
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| Written in che Year 1708, | 


8 I R, | | TO 
7 OU may eaſily believe I am not at all ſurprifed 
at what you tell me, ſince it is but a confirma-' 
tion of my own conjecture that I ſent you laſt week, 
and made you my reproaches upon it at a venture. It 
looks exceeding ſtrange, yet | believe it to be a great 
truth, that, in order to carry a point in your Houſe, 
the two following circumſtances are of great advan- 
tage: Firfl, To have an ill cauſe; and, ſecondly, to be 
a minority. For both theſe circumſtances are extreme- 
ly apt to invite men, to make them aſſiduous in their 
attendance, watchful of opportunities, zealous for 
gaining over proſelytes, and often ſucceſsful; which is 
not to be wondered at, When favour and intereſt are on 
the fide of their opinion: Whereas, on the contrary, 
a majority with a good cauſe are negligent and ſupine. 
They think it ſufficient to declare themſelves upon opi- 
nion in favour of their party; but, ſailing againſt the 
tide of favour and preferment, they are eafily ſcattered” 
and driven back. In ſhort, they want a common prin- 
ciple to cement, and motive to ſpirit them. For the 
bare acting upon a principle from the dictates of a good 
conſcience, or proſpect of ſerving the public, will not go 
h very 
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preſcribed them by the court. Yet, wi 
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very far under the preſent eee of mankind. 
This was amply verified laſt ſeſſions of parliament, 
upon occaſion of the, money bill, the merits of which 
I ſhall not pretend to examine. -It is enough that, 
upon the firſt news of its tranſmiſſion hither, in the 
form it afterwards appeared, the members, upon dil. 
courſe with their friends, ſeemed: unanimous againſt 
it, I mean thoſe of both parties, except a few, who 
were looked upon as perſons ready to go any lengths 
th only a weak 
canvaſling among a very few hands, the bill paſt, after 
a full debate, by a very great majority. Yet, I be. 
lieve, you will hardly attempt perſuading me, or any 
body elſe, that one man in ten, of "thoſe who changed 


their language, were moved by reaſons any way affect. 
ing the merits of the cauſe, hut merely through hope, 


1 


fear, indolence, or good- manners. Nay, I have been 
aſſured from good hands, that there was ſtill a number 


ſufficient to make a majority againſt the bill, if they 


had not apprehended the other ſide to be ſecure, and 


therefore thought it imprudence, by declaring them- 
ſelves, to diſoblige the government to no purpoſe. 
Reflecting upon this and forty other paſſages, in the 


ſeveral Houſes of Commons ſince the Revolution, 
makes me apt to think there is nothing a Chief Go- 
vernor can be commanded to attempt here wherein he 
may not ſucceed, with a very competent ſhare of ad- 
dreſs, and with ſuch aſſiſtance as he will always find 
ready at his devotion. And therefore I repeat what I 


ſaid at firſt, that l am not at all ſurprifed at what you 


tell me. For, if there had been the leaſt ſpark: of pu- 
blic ſpirit left, thoſe who wiſhed well to their country 
and its conſtitution in church and ſtate, ſhould, upon 
the firſt news of the late Speaker's promotion, (and you 


- and 1 know it might have been done a great deal ſoon- 


er) have immediately gone together, and conſulted a- 
bout the fitteſt perſon to ſucceed him. But, by all I 
can comprehend, you have been ſo far from pro- 


ceeding thus, that it hardly ever came into any of your 
heads. And the reaſon you give is the worſt in the 


world : 'That none offered themielves, and. you knew 


not whom to pitch upon. It ſeems, however, the o- 
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ther party was more reſolved, or at leaſt not ſo tnodeſti 
For you ſay your vote is engaged again your opinion, 
and ſeveral gentlemen 'in my neig | 

the ſame ſtory of themſelves. This, I confeſs, is of an 


«© © 
0 


unuſual train, and à good many ſteps below any cön- 


deſcenſions a court will, I hope, ever require from you. 


I ſhall not trouble myſelf to inquire who is the perſon 


for whom you and others are engaged, or whether 
there be more candidates from that fide than one 
You tell me nothing of either, and J never thought ie 
worth the queſtion to any body elſe. But, in ſo weigh. 
ty an affair, and againſt your judgment, I eannot look 
upon you as irrevocably determined. Therefore I de- 
fire you will give me leave to feaſon with you a' littie 


upon the ſubject, left your compliance, or inadvertent. 


cy, ſhould put you upon what you may have cauſe to 
repent of as long as you live. 

You know very well, the great buſineſs of the high - 
flying Whigs, at this juncture, is to endeavour a re. 
peal of the Teſt-clauſe. © Yoy' know likewiſe that che 
moderate men, both of High and Low-chutch, profeſs 
to be wholly averſe from this deſign, as thinking it be- 
neath the policy of common gardeners to cut dewn the 
only hedge that ſhelters from the north. Now, I Will 
py the caſe: If the perſon to whom you have promi- 
ed your vote be one of whom you have the leaſt ap- 


rehenſion that he will promote or aſſent to the repeal- 


ing of that clauſe, Whether it be decent or proper he 
ſhould be the mouth of an aſſembly, whereof" aivery 
rr majority pretend to abhor his opinion Can 4 

ody, whole ech and heart muſt go fo contrary- 


ways, ever act with fincerity, or hardly with conſiſtence? | 


Such a man is no proper vehiele to retain or convey 
the ſenſe of the Houſe, which, in ſo many points of the 
ee moment, will be directly contrary to his It ix 
alt as abfurd; as to prefer a man to à biſhoprie wh. 
denies revealed religion. But it may poſſibly be a 


great deal worſe: What if the perſon your deſign da 


vote into that important poſt, ſhould not only be à den 


clared enemy of the Sacramental Teſt, but ſhoul@prove 


to be a follicitor, an encourager, or'even'a penner of 
addreſſes to complain of it? Do you think it ſo indif- 
Vorl. X. 8 X ferent 
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ferent a thing, that a promiſe of courſe, the effect of 
compliance, importunity, ſhame of refuſing, or any the 
like motive, ſhall oblige you paſt the power of retract. 


Perhaps you will tell me, as ſome have already had 
the weakneſs, that it is of little importance to either 
party to have a ſpeaker of their ſide, his buſineſs being 
only to take the ſenſe of the Houſe and report it; that 
you often, at committees, put an able ſpeaker into the 
chair on purpoſe to prevent him from ſtopping a bill. 
Why, if it were no more than this; I ee I ſhould 

hardly chuſe, even among my footmen, ſuch a one to 
deliver a meſſage, whoſe intereſt and opinion led him 
to wiſh it might miſcarry. But I remember to have 
heard. Colonel Birch of Herefordſbire lay, that he was 
a very ſorry ſpeaker, whoſe ſingle vote was not better 
than fifty common ones. I am ſure it is reckoned in 
England the firſt great teſt of the prevalency of either 
party in the Houſe. - Sir Thomas Lyttleton thought, that 
a Houſe of Commons with a ſtinking breath (ſuppo- 
ung the Speaker to be the mouth) would go. near to 
infect every thing within the walls, and a great deal 
without. It is the ſmalleſt part of an able Speaker's 
buſineſs, what he performs in the Houſe, at leaſt if he 
be in with the court, when it is hard to. ſay how many 
converts may be made in a circle of dinner or. private 
cabals. And you and I eaſily call to mind a gentle. 
man in that ſtation, in England, who, by his own arts 
and. perſonal credit, was able to draw over a majority, 
and change the whole power of a prevailing ſide in a 
nice juncture of affairs, and made a parliament expire 


» 
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In one party, who had lived in another. 
I am far from an inclination to multiply party-cau- 
ſes, but ſurely the beſt of us can with very ill grace 
make that an objection, who have not been ſo nice in 
matters of much leſs, importance. Yet I have heard 

ſome! perſons of both ſides gravely deliver themſelves in 
this manner, Why ſhould we make the chuſing a 
ſpeaker a party-cauſe ? Let us fix upon one who is 
well verſed in the practices and methods of parliament. 
And I believe there are too many who would . 
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the ſame rate, if the queſtion were not only about a> 


boliſhing the Sacramental Teſt, but the ſacrament itſelf. 
But ſuppoſe the principles of the 'moſt 'artful'Spea- 
ker would have no influence either to obtain or 
obſtruct any point in parliament, who can anſwer 
what effects ſuch a choice may produce without doors? 
It is obvious how ſuch a matter ſerves to raiſe the ſpi- 
rits and hopes of the Diſſenters and their high flying 
advocates, what lengths they run, what concluſion 
they form, and what hopes they entertain. Do they 
hear of a new friend in office? That is encouragement 


enough to practiſe the city, r the opinion of 'k 
e 


majority, into an addreſs to the Queen for repealin 
the Sacramental Teſt ; or iſſue out their orders to thi 
next fanatic parſon to furbiſh up his old ſermons, anc 
preach and print new ones directly 2 Epiſcopacy. 
J would lay a good wager, that, if the choice af a'nev 
Speaker ſucceeds exactly to their liking, we'ſhall fee it 
ſoon followed by many new attempts, either in the 
form of pamphlet, ſermon, or addreſs, to the ſame, or 


, a 25 as 


* 


perhaps more dangerous purpoſes. 


Suppoſing the Speaker's office to be only an employ- 
ment of profit and honour, and a ſtep to a better; ſince 
it is in your own gift, will you not chuſe to beſtow it 


upon ſome perſon whoſe principles the majority of you 
pretends to approve, if it were only to be ſüte of a 


worthy man hereafter in a high ſtation, on the bench 
C3: 053, S039 9% 7"M.- HDD | : 
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or at the bar? © © ih ien ee 2 
I confeſs, if it were a thing poſſible to be compaſ- 
ſed, it would ſeem moſt reaſonable to fill the chair with 
ſome perſon who would be entirely devoted to neither 
party: But, ſince there are ſo few of that character, 
and thoſe either unqualified or unfriended, I cannot ſee 
how a majority will anſwer it to their reputation, to be 
ſo ill provided of able perſons, that they muſt have re- 
courſe for a leader to their adverſaries, a proceeding 
of which I never met with above one example, and e 
ven that ſucceeded but ill, though it was recommended 
by an oracle, which adviſed ſome city in Greece to beg 
a General from their enemies, who, in ſcorn, fent them 


either a fidler or a poet, . have forgotten which; but 
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Jo much LES {hat bis conduct was ſuch, whe 
| . grewW WEATY e him Y 
u pretend to be. heartily, reſolved againſt repealing 
ghe A Te „yet, at the ſame time, give the 
e employment you have to diſpoſe of, to a per- 
— o will take that teſt againſt ſtomach, (by which 
word I underſtand many a man's conſcience) who ezr. 
neſtly wiſheth, it repealed, and will, endeavour it to the 
utmoſt of his power; ſo that the firſt action after on 
meet, will be a -þ hn of contravention to that Teft: And 
will any body, go further than your praclice to Judge 
of your principles? 

And now 1 am upon this fubjedt, I cannot conclude 
Without cd A ſomething to a very popular argument 
againſt that Sacramental Teſt, which may be apt to 

ſhake PAY 9; thoſe Who Would RE wiſh well 
aug ta it. They ſay it was a new bardſhip Put 
upon the lente wichout , Pee 3 and, it 
plain, co ld be, no way nece becauſ e we ha 
eaceably lived together o long 9 it. 1 hey add 
ik other circumſtances of the arts by which it was 
obtained, and the perſon by whom it was inſerted, 
Surely ſuch people do not conſider that the penal laws 
againſt Diſſenters were made wholly ineffectual by the 


$80D1YanrR, and MErEY of the government, ſo that all 


200 e the ſtate la en to them as the 
Un 100 moſt gel ſybjeds. And what OT 


92 s they would have made by the advantages of Pl 
late conj un ure, is obvious to imagine; 3 rae L take 
to be a full an{wer to that objection. 
I remember, upon the tranſmiſſion of that bin with 
the. Teft-clauſe inſerted, the Diſſenters and their par- 
| tizans, among other topics, ſpoke much of the good 
effects produced by the lenity of the government: 
Tpaß & Preſbyterians were. grown very inconſidera- 
ble in their number and quality, and would daily 
come into the church, if we did not fright them from 
it by new ſeverities. When the act was paſſed, they 
preſently changed their ſtyle, and raiſed a clamour, 
through both kin ngdoms, „of the great numbers of conſi- 
fla le gentry who were. laid 1 and could no long- 
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a MEMBER of PARLIAMENT. 245 
lical way of reckoning, when it came to be melted 


down into truth, amounted to about fifteeen coun. 
try-juſtices, moſt of them of the loweſt ſize, for eſtate, 


quality, or underſtanding. However, this puts me in 


mind of a paſſage told me by a great man, although I 
know not whether it be any where recorded. That a 


complaint was made to the King and Council of Swe- 


den, of a provigiews ſwarm of Scots, wWwhe, under the 


condition of pedlars, infeſted that kingdom to ſuch a 


degree, as, if not ſuddenly prevented, might in time 
prove dangerous to the ſtate, by joining with any diſ- 
contented party. Meanwhile the Scots, by their a- 
gents, placed a good ſum of money to engage the of- 


dees of the prime Minifter in their behalf; Who, in or. 


der to their defence, told the Council, He was aſſured 


they were but a few inconſiderahle people, that lived 


honeſtly and poorly, and were not df any conſequence. 
Their enemies offered to prove the contrary: Where 
upon an order was made to take their numbers, which 
was found to amount, as I remember, to about thirty 
thouſand. The affair was again brought before the 
Council, and great reproaches made the firſt mipiſter, 
for his ill computation; who, preſently taking the o- 
ther handle, ſaid; he had reaſon. to believe the num- 
ber yet greater than What was returned; and then 
gravely offered to the King's conſideration, whether it 


were ſafe to render deſperate ſo great a bady of able 
men, who had little to Joſe, and whom any hard treat- 


ment would only ſerve to unite; into a power capable of 
duſturbing, if not deſtroying the peace of the king 
dom. And ſo they were ſuffared to continue. 
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- Revenznyd Sz, . Dawſon-Street, April 4, 1728. 
D Y a ftrange fatality, though you were the only 
D perſon in the world from whom I would conceal 
my being an author, yet you were unaccountably the 
only one let into the ſecret of it : The ignorant poor 
man, who was entruſted by me to deliver out the little 
books, though he kept the ſecret from all others, yet, 
from the nature of the ſubje&, he concluded chat [ 
could have no intereſt in concealing it from you, who 
were ſo univerſally known to be an indefatigable 
promoter of the general welfare of Ireland. But, though 
the accident gave me ſome uneaſineſs at firſt ; yet, 
when I conſider your character, I cannot doubt (how. 
ever ſlender the foundation of ſuch a hope may be from 
any merits of my own) but your generoſity will oblige 
vou to conceal what chance has revealed to you, and 
incline you to judge of me, not from the report of 
my enemies, but from what I appear in the little tracts 
which have waited on you. e e eee 
I ſhall not preſume, Sir, to detain you with the nar- 
rative of the original, and progreſs of the parliamen- 
tary accuſations and votes againſt me; although, would 
you do me the honour to inquire, I could eaſily con- 
vince you from my own particular caſe, that men have 
two characters, one which is either good or bad, ac- 
cording to the prevailing number of their friends or 
enemies, and one which never varies for either : One 
which has little or no regard to the virtue or vice of 
the ſubjet, and one which regards that alone, is in- 
herent (if I may ſay fo) in the ſubject, and deſcribes 
it what it really is, without regard either to friends 
or enemies. 12 4 


an 


the worſt colour. But, to take the matter jmpartially, 


* 


All I ſhall beg of you; is to ſuſpend your judgment 
upon it, ſince all parties allow that although I had ſe- 


veral ſummons from the Committee for onday, and 


many evidences on the road in obedience to their ſum · 
mons, yet I was tied down by the Committee the pre- 
ceeding Saturday, and deprived of the beneſit of all my 


evidences, notwithſtanding any ray Fi could urge 0 


the contrary. This I hope I may ſay without injuty 
to Mr Biagham- For ſure: he may be entirely in- 
nocent, and yet 2 magiſtrate under the immediate 
direction of the Lord Chief - Juſtice Who takes exa- 


minations againſt him: Examinations that do not even 


-nocent alſo. 


. 


contain matter to form an indictment upon, may be in- 
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lt mall ſuffiee therefore to ſayſ I went | Ireland 


loaded with the ſevereſt cenſures of the Houſe of Com- 
mons: Injured, as I thought, and oppreſſed to the 
greateſt degree imaginable, robbed of that character 
which was dearer to me than liſe itſelf; and all that by 
an overbearing, overpowering intereſ. 
I ſought, in Eng/and, for that peace and protecti 
which was denied me at home. My public character fol- 
lowied me: My countrymen avoided me. The nature 
of man is ſociable: I was:forced-totherd with ſtrangers: 
A Prime Miniſter, engaged in the ſueceſs of a ſeheme, 
wants no emiſlaries.to ſpy out all that makes for him, 
and to fly with what they have found to their employer. 
T was unfortunately ſet by thoſe ſort of creatures : N 
: ſentiments on the ſtate of our money-matters' were in- 
duſtriouſly ſifted through me; and when chat was done, 
before I knew any thing of tlie matter, I was ſerved 
with his Majeſty's ſummons: In A hutry I ran out of 
town, and ſtaid in the country a While; but, on my 
dere get found another ſummoni at my lodgings; 
and, terriſied by the diſmal effects of phwr at home 
8 a ſecond ſhipwreck abroad, 
appeared at the Cocipi ttt 
It is true my appearance at the Cocipit, to thoſe who 
knew me only by the votes of the Houſe of Commons, 
muſt have looked like a deſign of revenge; and I had 
many and powerful enemies, who gave alt my actions 


1 yielded to it, 


23 71 


Sir, | 


— 


1284 8 ALE T* E. R fa 


Sir, it chere no allowance to be made for a mind already 
Hròken by the diſmab effects of i prevailing power, and 
filled with the apprehenſions of ſecond: (dangers 21; 
there no allowance for a man, young in the knowledge. 
of the world, under all theſe fears and misfortunes, if 
che has yielded to the repeated ſummons ot the Council 
oof England, in which his Majeſty was preſent, and if 
he wast chere, after a long and ſtren uous oppoſition, 
- forced: tu tell his ſentiments ? Forced, Sir, to tell his 
ſentiments, nt in che manner repreſented to the world, 
but in à manner the moſt cautious of giving room for 
a pretence to oppoſe the inclinations of our parliament, 
But, alas, the conſequence! Von, Sir, the defender 
of Ireland, were ſoon engaged againſt me on that ac- 
count ; and that fatal genius of yours, in an inſtant, 
ruiſied my cllaractetʒ hut, even ruin- bearing as it was, 
I bleſſed:ĩt : Ihe cauſei which:yow-undertoaki was dear 
tome; and though fame is the laſt thing which one 
would ſacrifice even for his country, yet I parted with 
that with pleaſure, whilſt you thought it neceſſary for 
the public good ſo to da: But now the end is ſerved, 
Dear Sir, may not the man have his e * 
lam being told that certain perſons aſperſed his 
charactir, and repreſentedi him Abrokd as a very ill 
man; inſtead of expoſtuldting with: His enemies, and 
rrturning repraach for : reprqach, conegaled himſelf, 
ſay ing. No matter, my Friends, abr whale life of ; P lato 
all give bis aceufers: the lie. nn on | 
Could I ſet hefore me a greater example? Under the 
.pencral diſpleaſure of my country, under all the cenſures 
Which :the ireftles malice of my enemies could deviſe, 
zantl under the keeHmedge of the Hrapiert s wit; the on- 
Jy: revenge I: indulged myſelf, uias hy a ſteady love far 
my country, and by mahifaſt acts of affection thereto, 
tocbe ia ſilent reproach to the foul tongues, of my ene- 
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| Permit then, Sir, permit me in peace to take his 
greai example; and) no longer give way to the power of 
my enemies, by continuing. to oppteſ me. They have 
alieãdy gained their} cauſe Þy yout:! But I mult ſay, it 
was not the ſword: of: Aja but the armenr of Achille 
which he put on, chat won che day. „lo Tow ot 
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The cauſe for which you undertook my ruin, was 
the cauſe of my country: It was a good caufe, and you 
ſhall ever find me of that fide. You have carried it, 
and I know you will no longer be my enemy. But 
alas! Sir, as long as your works ſubfiſt, where ever 
they be read, even unto the end of time, muſt I be 
branded as a villain. It is a hard ſentence; and yet 
unleſs the ſpear of Achilles, the ſame inſtrument which 
ave the wound, adminiſter the remedy, it muſt be fo, 
In ſhort, Sir, you muſt be a man of -honour :It is 
not poſſible that honour-ſhould be wanting where all 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſties of it are found: I can- 
not doubt it; and therefore I will let you fully into a 


ſecret which accident has given you a part of, and [ 


am ſure you will keep it. "Is 

The ſource of all my misfortunes was the vote of 
the Houſe of Commons ; but I have laboured however, 
as I. always, ſhall, to ſerve my country and make my- 
ſelf agreeable. to them: And though the misfortune of 
a bad public character deprived me of the private con- 
verſation of my countrymen, which is. the ſureſt and 
beſt way to know our true intereſt ; yet 1 flatter my- 
ſelf that my little Eſſays may be, uſefnl, iat leaſt the 
may be no bad beginning: - And;you;know!:1t.. is cal 
to add to a) work once | begun, Bat if the. work is 
known to be mine, the very name will condemn jt, 
and render it uſeleſs to my country, ; 147 
Whatever the faults may be, I have publicly applied 
to you to amend them, before the bearer's miſtake 
made me determine this private application to: And I 
muſt ſay, that I ſhall reckon. jt no ſmall degree of ho- 
nour, if you take that trouble upon ub. 


In the mean time I ſhall beg the favoun of yon, to 
keep a ſecret which no other perſon, hut my. printer, 
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Mr M*CvLLa's Project about HALTER NCE, and . new 
| one propoſed. «1s fe np 


A, 
Written in M, DCC, xxix. 


SIR, 
Vo deſire to know my opinion concerning Mt 
M*Culla's project, of circulating notes ſtamped on 

eopper, that ſhall paſs for the value of halfpence and 

>. TI have ſome knowledge of the man; and, a- 


Pence. 
Foe a month. ago, he brought me his book, with a 


couple of his halfpenny notes: But I was then out of 
order, and he could not be admitted. Since that time 
J called at his houſe, where I diſcourſed the whole af. 
Fair with him as thoroughly as I could. I am altoge- 
ther a ſtranger to his character. He talked to me in 
the uſual fyle, with a great profeſſion of zeal for the 
public- good; which is the common cant of all projec- 
tors in their bills, from a firſt Miniſter of State down to 
2 corn-cutter. But, I ſtopped him ſhort, as I would 
have done a better man; becauſe it is too groſs a prac- 
tice' to paſs at any time, and eſpecially in this age, 
where we all know one another ſo well. Vet, whoever 
8 any ſcheme, which may prove to be a public 

nefit, I ſhall not quarrel, if it prove likewiſe very 
beneficial to himſelf, It is certain, that, next to the 
| greateſt diftreſs in point of coin 1s 
the want of ſmall change, which may be ſome poor re- 


* : : 
L 


lief for the defect of the former, ſince the crown will 


not pleaſe to take that work _ them here as they 
do in Ezgland, One thing in Mr M. Culla's book 5 
Ty certainly 


pe 
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certainly right, that no law hinders me from giving a 


payable note upon leather, wood, copper, braſs, iron, 
or any other material (except gold and filver) as well 
as upon paper. The queſtion is, whether I can ſue 
him on a copper bond, where there is neither hand nor 
ſeal, nor witneſſes to prove it. To ſupply this, he hath 
propoſed, that the materials upon whick his note is 
written, ſhall be in ſome degree of value equal to the 


debt. But that is one principal matter to be inquired 


into. His ſcheme is this, | 


He gives you a piece of copper for a halfpenny or 
penny, ſtampt with a promiſſary note to pay you twen I 


ty pence for every pound of copper notes, whenever 
you ſhall return them. Eight and forty of theſe half- 
penny pieces are-to wel h a pound, and he fells you 


that pound, coined and ſtamped, for two ſhillings ; b 


which he clearly gains a little more than 16 per cent. 


that is to ſay, two pence in every ſhilling, * © 


5 This will certainly riſe to a great ſum, ts fhe' mould 


erculate as large 2 quantity of his notes as the king- 


dom, under the great dearth of filver, may very pro- 
bably require: Enough indeed to make any 77/4 tradeſ- 
man's fortune; which, however, I ſhould not repine 
at in the leaſt, if we could be ſure of his fair dealing. 
It was obvious for me to raiſe the comm̃on objection, 
why Mr M. Calla would not give ſecurity to pay the 


whole ſum to any man who returned him his copper 


notes, as my Lord Dartmouth and Colonel Moor: were 
by their patents obliged to do. To which he gave me 
ſome anſwers plauſible enough. Fir, he conceived 
that his coins were much nearer to the intrinſie value 
than any of thoſe coined by patents, the bulk and 
goodneſs of the metal equall ng the beſt Epi half- 
pence made by the crown, That he apprehended the 
ill-will of envious and deſigning people, who, if they 
found him to have a great vent for his notes, ſince he 
wanted the protection of a patent, might make a run 
upon him which he could not be able to ſupport.” And, 
lafly, that his copper, as is already ſaid, being equal 
in value and bulk to the Englih halfpence, he did not 
apprehend they ſhould ever be returned, unleſs a com- 
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N the Engliſb balfpence and farthings? And, 


dhe charge of the coinage. 
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tion, proceeding from ſpite and envy, might be 
V II Rd 
But there, are ſome. points in his propoſal which 1 
cannot well anſwer. for, nor db I know whether he 


\ 


will be able, to do it bimſelf. The fr is, whether the 


copper be gives us will be as good as what the crown 
econdly, Whether he will always continue to give us ag 
good ? And, thirdly, when he will think fit to ſtop his 
and, and give us no more? For I ſhould be as ſorry 
to be at the mercy of Mr M*Cu/la, as of Mr Wood. 
There is another difficolty of the laft importance. I 
is known enough that the grown is ſuppoled to be 
either gainer nor loſer by the coinage. of any metal: 
dor they ſubtract, or ought to ſubtract no more from 
the intrinſic value than what will juſt pay the charges 
of the mint; and how much that will amount to is the 
gueſtion. : By what I could gather from Mr M.Calla, 
good copper is worth fourteen pence per pound. By 
this computation, if he ſells his cop P er notes for two 
ſhillings the pound, and will pay twenty pence back, 
then the expence of coinage for one pound of copper 
muſt be ſix pence,, which is 30, per cent. The world 
ſhould be particularly ſatisfied on this article, before he 
vends his notes: For the diſcount of 30 per cent. is pro- 
digious, and vaſtly, more than I can conceive it ought 
to be. For, if we add to that proportion the 16 per 
cext. which he avows to keep for 18 own profit, there 
will be-a diſcount of about 46. per cent. Or, to reckon 
I think a fairer way ;..whoeyer, buys a pound of Mr 
M*Culla's coin, at two ſhillings per pound, carries home 
only the real value of fourteen pence, which, is a pound 
of copper; and thus he 2s a loſer of 41 J. 135. 4. per 
cent. But, however, this high diſcount of 30 per cent. 
will be no ohjection againſt M. Callas 552910 ; be- 
cauſe, if the charge of coinage will honeſtly amount to 
ſo much, and we ſuppoſe, his copper notes may þe re- 
turned upon him, be, will be the greater ſufferer of the 
two z. becauſe the buyer can loſe but four pence'in a 
pound, and Cal muſt loſe fix pence, which was 


5 Upon 


Pxoj ger about HALPPENCE: |. 253 


Upon the whole, there are ſome. points which muſt 
be ſettled to the general ſatisfaction, before we can ſafe- 
ly take Mr M*Cu//a's copper notes for value received 
and how he will give that ſatisfaction, is not within 
my knowledge or eonjecture. > The finſt point is, That 
we ſhall be always ſure of receiving good copper, equal 
in bulk and fineneſs to the beſt Egli halfpene. 
The ſecend point is, To know what allowance he 
makes to himſelf, either out of the weight or mixture 
of his copper, or both, for the charge o ym 


to the weight, the matter is eaſy by his own ſcheme : 


For, as I have ſaid before, he propoſes forty-eight. to 


weigh a pound, which he gives you for two ſhillings, 


ſuppbſing pure copper to be fourteen pence a pound he 


makes you pay 30 per cent. for the labour of coining; 


as I have already obſerved, beſides 16 per cent. when 
he ſeils it Bur; if to this he adds any alloy, to debaſe 
the metal, although it be not above 10 per cent. then 
Mr M. Calla's promiſſory notes will, to the intrinſic va- 
lue of the metal, be above 47 per centi diſcount. 
For, ſubtracting 10 per cent. off 60 l worth of cop- 
per, it will (to avoid fractions) be about five and a h 
per cent. in the whole 100 4. which added to 
TTC . . T7 5 10 9 


i 


{2.12 2 will be per cents 4 3 
10945 EB M0 VVT wt Coated 
That we are under great diſtreſs for ch ange, an 
that Mr M Culla's copper notes, on ſuppoſition of the 


metal being pure, is leſs liable to objection than the pro- 


ject of Mood, may be granted; but ſuch a diſcoung, 
where we are not ſure even of our twenty pence a 


pound, appears hitherto a dead weight on his ſcheme; 


Since I writ this, calling to mind that I had ſome 


copper halfpence by me, I weighed them with thoſe of 


Mr M*<Cull/a, and obſerved as follows :; i + te *x 
Fir, I weighed Mr M.Culla's halfpenny againſt an 
E:g1:,one of King Charles II. which outweighed Mr 
M. Culla's a fourth part, or 25 per cenr. 
e e e | J like- 


- 
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I likewiſe weighed an Zi Patrick and David half. 
77 5 which outweighed Mr M. Culla's 12 f per cent. 
t had a very fair and deep impreſſion, and milled very 
ſkilfully round? | „„ 
I found that even a common Harp halfpenny, well 
preſeryed, weighed equal to Mr M*Cu/la's. And even 
ſome of Wood's halſpence were near equal in weight to 
his. Therefore, if it be true that he does not think 
Mod's copper to have been faulty, he may probably 
give us no better. FFF 2 thn 
I have laid theſe looſe thaughts together with little 
order, to give you, and others who may read them, an 
opportunity of digeſting them better. I am no enemy 
to Mr M*Cz/la's. project, but I would have it put up- 
on a better foot. I own that this halfpenny of King 
Charles II. which 1 weighed againſt Mr M. Culla's, 
was of the faireſt kind I had feen. However, it is 
plain the crown could afford it without being a laſer: 
But it is probable, that the officers of the mint were 
then more honeſt than they have fince thought fit 
to be; for I confeſs: not to have met thoſe of any 
other year ſo weighty, or in appearance of ſo good 
metal, among all the copper coins of the three laſt 
reigns; yet theſe, however, did much outweigh thoſe 
of Mr M Culla; for J have tried the experiment on a 
hundred of them. I have indeed ſeen accidentally one 
or two very light, but it muſt certainly have been 
done by chance, or rather, I ſappoſe them to be coun. 
terfeits. Be that as it will, it is allowed on all hands, 
that good copper was never known to be cheaper than 
it is at preſent. I am ignorant of the price, further 
than by his informing me, that it is only fourteen 
pence a pound; by which I obterve he charges the 
coinage at 30 per cent. And therefore I cannot but 
think his demands are exorbitant. But, to ſay the truth, 
the dearneſs or cheapneſs of the metal do not pro- 
poly enter into the queſtion. What we deſire is, that 
it ſhould be of the beſt kind, and as weighty as can be 
afforded; that the profit of the contriver ſhould be re- 
duced from 16 to 8 per cent. and the charge of coinage, 
if poſſible, from zo to 10, or 15 at moſt. M 
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Mr M. Calla muſt alſo give good ſecurity that he 
will coin only a determinate ſum, not exceeding ten- 
ty thouſand pounds; by which, although he ſhould _ 
deal with all uprightneſs imaginable, and make his 
coin as good as that 1 weighed of King Charles II.; he 
will at 16 per cent. gain three thouſand two hundred 
pounds: A very good additional job to a private 
tradeſman's fortune 4 ar ras bids 
I muſt adviſe him alſo to employ better workmen, - 
and make his impreſſions deeper and plainer, by which 
2 riting rim may be left about the edge of his coin, to 
preſerve the letter from wearing out too ſoon. He hath - 
no wardens nor maſters, or other officers of the mint to 
ſuck up his profit; and, therefore, can afford to coin 
cheaper than the crown, if he will but find good ma- 
terials, proper implements, and ſkilful workmen. 


Whether this project will ſucceed- in Mr. M. Calla-s 
bands, (which, if it be honeſtly executed, I ſhould: be 


glad to ſee 3) one thing I am confident of, that it might 
eaſily brought to perfection, by a ſociety of nine 
or ten honeſt gentlemen of fortune, who wiſh well to 
their country, and would be content to be neither gain- 
ers nor loſers, further than the bare intereſt of their mo- 
ney, And Mr M*Gu4/a, as being the firſt ſtarter of 
the ſcheme, might be confidered-and rewarded by ſuch 
a ſociety ; whereof, although [am not a man of fortune, 
I ſhould think it an honour and happineſs to be one, 
even with borrowed money upon te beſt ſecurity I 


could give. And, firſt, I am. confident, without any 


Kill. but by general reaſon, that the charge of coining 
copper would be very much leſs than 30 per cent. Se 


condly, I believe ten thouſand- pounds, in halfpence 


and farthings, would be ſufficient for the whole king- 


dom, even under our great. and moſt unneceſſary diftre/s 
for the want of ſilver ;- and that, withoat-fuch a diſtreſs, 


half the ſum would ſuffice. . _ | 
For I compute and reaſon: thus: The city of Dublin, 
by a groſs computation, contains ten thouſand fami- 
lies; and, I am told by ſhopkeepers, that, if filver were 
as plenty as uſual, two ſhillings in copper would be 
ſufficient, in the courſe of buſineſs, for each family; 
but, in conſideration of the want of ſilver, I would 
| b Y f allow 
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allow five ſhillings to each family, which wauld amount 
to 2,500 J.; and, to help this, I would recommend a 
currency of all the genuine undefaced harp: balfpence, 
which are left of Lord Dartmeath's and Moor's patents, 


under King Charles II.; and the ſmall Patrick and Da- 


wid for farthings. To the reſt of the kingdom 1 would 
aſſign the 7, 500 J. remaining; reckoning Dublin to 
anſwer one fourth of the kingdom, as London is judged 
to anſwer (if I miſtake not) one third of England; I 
mean in the view of money only. 

To com pute our want of ſmall. change by the num. 
ber of fouls in the kingdom, beſides being perplexed, 
is, 1 think, by no means juſt. They have been reckon. 
ed at a million and a half, whereof a million at leaſt 
are beggars, in all circumſtances except that of wander. 


| Ing about for alms; and that circumſtance may arrive 
ſoon enough, when it will be time to add another 


ten thoaſand pounds in copper. But, without doubt, 
the families of Ireland, who lie chiefly under the dif- 


ficulties of wanting ſmall change, cannot be above forty 


or fifty thouſand ; which the ſum of ten thouſand 
pounds, with the addition of the faireſt old halfpence, 


would tolerably ſupply. For, if we give too great-a 


looſe to any projector to pour in upon us what he 
pleaſes, the kingdom will be (how ſhall J expreſs it 


under our preſent circumſtances?) more than undone, 


And hence appears, in a very ſtrong light, the vil- 
lainy of Wood, who propoſed the coinage of one hundred 
and eighty thoufand pounds in copper, for the uſe of 
treland ; whereby every family in the kingdom would 
be loaden with ten or a dozen ſhillings, although Wood 
might not tranſgreſs the bounds of his patent, and al. 


though no counterfeits, either at home or abroad, were 


added to the number; the contrary to both which 
would indubitably have arrived. So ill- informed are 
reat men on the other ſide, who talk of a million with 
as little ceremony as we do of half a crown. Fe 
But, to return to the propoſal I have made: Suppoſe 
ten | gentlemen, lovers of their country, ſhould raiſe 
200 J. apiece; and, from the time the money is depo- 
ſited as they ſhall agree, ſhould begin to charge it with - 


ſeven per cent. for their own uſe ; That they ſhould as 


ſoon 
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ſoon as poſſible provide a mint and good workmen, 


and buy copper ſufficient: for coining two thouſand 
pounds, ſubtracting a fifth part of the intereſt of ten 
thouſand pounds for the charges of the tools, and fit- 
ting up a place for a mint; the other four parts of the 
ſame intereſt to be ſubtracted equally out of the four 
remaining coinages of 2000 /. each, with a juſt allow- 
ance for other neceſſary incidents. Let the charge of 
coinage be fairly reckoned, and the kingdom informed 


of it, as well as of the price of copper. Let the coin 


be as well and deeply ſtamped as it ought. Let the 
metal be as pure as can conſiſt to have it rightly coined, - 
(wherein I am wholly ignorant) and the bulk as large 
as that of King Charles II. And let this club of ten 
gentlemen give their. joint ſecurity to receive all the 
coins they iſſue out for ſeven or ten years, and return 
gold and ſilver without any defal cation 
Let the ſame club or company, when they have alu» 
ed out the firſt two thouſand pounds, go on the ſecond 
year, if they find a demand, and that their ſcheme hath 
anſwered to their own intention as well as to the ſatiſ- 
faction of the public ; and; if they find 7 per cent. not 
ſufficient, let them ſubtract 8, beyond which I would 
not have them go: And, when they have, in two years, 
coined ten thouſand pounds, let them give public notice 
that they will proceed no farther, but ſhut up their 
mint, and diſmiſs their workmen ; unleſs: the real, 
univerſal, unſollicited declaration of the nobility and 
gentry of the kingdomy ſhall ſignify a defire that they 
ſhould go on for a certain ſum farther, r. 
This company may enter into certain regulations 
among themſelves, one of which ſhould be, to keep 
nothing concealed, and duly to give an account to the 
world of their whole methods of acting. ans 


., * 
1 


* 


| Give me leave to compute, wholly at random, what 


charge the kingdom will be at, by the loſs of intrinſic 


value in the coinage of 10,000 J. in copper, under the 
management of ſuch a ſociety of gentlemen, © 1} 


Firſt, It is plain, that, inſtead of ſomewhat more than 
16 per cent. as demanded by Mr M Calla, this ſociety 
defires but 8 h cant, | 1: it £1455 be ens wal 

* 1 Y-g +7 + 2 © Srrondly 
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\* Secondly, Whereas Mr M*<Culla charges the expenee 
of coinage at 30 per cent. I hope and believe this ſo- 
'ciety will be able to perform it at ten, 
” Thirdly, Whereas it doth not appear that Mr M*C/. 
ta can give any ſecurity for the goodneſs of his cop. 
per, becauſe not one in ten thouſand have the fkill to 
diſtinguiſh ; the ſociety will be all engaged that theirs 
thall be of the beſt ſtandard. | | e 
Fourth y, That, whereas Mr M. Culla's halfpence 
are one fourth part lighter than that kind coined in the 
time of King Charles II. thefe gentlemen will oblige 
«themſelves to the public, to give the coin of the ſame 
weight and goodneſs with thoſe halfpence, unleſs they 
ſhall find they cannot afford it ; and, in that caſe, they 
: mall beforehand inform the public, ſhew their reaſons, 
and fignify how large they can make them without be- 
ing loſers ; and ſo give over or purſue their ſcheme, as 
they find the opinion of the world to be. However, 
I do not doubt but they can afford them as large, and 
of as good metal, as the beſt Frg/;/þ halfpence that 
_ - have been coined in the three laſt reigns, which very 
much outweigh thoſe of Mr M*Cu//a. And this advan- 
tage will ariſe in proportion, by leſſening the charge 
of coinage from 30 per cent. to 10 or 15, or 20 at moſt. 
But I confeſs myſelf in the dark on that article; only 
-I think it impoſlible it ſhould amount to any propor- 
tion near zo per cent. otherwiſe the coiners of thoſe 
counterfeit halfpence, called Raps, would have little 
encouragement to follow their trade. 
But the indubitable advantages by having the ma-. 
nagement in ſach a ſociety would be, the paying 8 per 
.cext. inſtead of 16, the being fure of the goodneſs and 
juſt weight of the coin, and the period to be put to 
any further coinage than what was abfolutely neceſ- 
ſary to fupply the wants and deſires of the kingdom: 
And all this under the ſecurity of ten gentlemen of ere- 
dit and fortune, who would be ready to give the beſt 
| ſecurity and ſatisfaction, that they had no deſign to 
turn the ſcheme into a job. 18 
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As to any miſtakes | have made in computation, 
they are of little moment; and I ſhall not deſcend fo 
low as to juſtify them againſt any caviller, _ 
| 0 


8 


PROC ae HALTTINcE. 259 


The ſtrongeſt objeftion againſt what I offer, and 
which 8 may make it appear viſionary, is the 


difficulty to find half a ſcore gentlemen, who, out of a 


public {; pirit, will be at the trouble, for no more pro- 
ft than one per cent. above the legal intereſt, to be o- 
verſeers of a mint for five years ; and perhaps, without 
any juſtice, raiſe the clamour of the people againſt 


them. Beſides, it is moſt certain that many a ſquire 


is as fond of a job, and as dextrous to make the beſt 
of it, as Mr M*Cu/la himſelf, or any of his level. 
However, I do not doubt but there may be ten ſuch 


perſons in this town, if they had only ſome viſible 


mark to know them at ſight. Yet I juſt foreſee ano- 


ther inconveniency : That knaviſh men are fitter to 


deal with others of their own denomination ; while 


thoſe who are honeſt and beſt intentioned, may be the 


inſtruments of as much miſchief to the public, for want 
of cunning, as the greateſt knaves; and more, becauſe 
of the charitable opinion which they are apt to have 
of others. Therefore, how to join the prudence of the 


ſerpent with the innocency of the dove in this affair, 


is the moſt difficult point. It is not ſo hard to find an 


| honeſt man, as to make this honeft man active, and 


vigilant, and ſkilful ; which 1 doubt will require a 
ſpur of profit greater than my ſcheme will afford him, 
unleſs: he will be contented with the honour of ſer- 


ving his country, and the reward of a good conſcience. 


Aﬀter reviewing what I had written, I ſee very well 
that I have not given any allowance for the firſt charge 
of preparing all things neceſſary for coining, which, 
I am told, will amount to about 200 /. beſides 207. 
per annum for five years rent of a houſe to work im, I 
can only ſay, that this making in all 300 J. it will 
be an addition of no more than 3 per cent. out of 
10,0004 55: | : | 2 1 

But the great advantages to the public, by havin 
the coinage placed in the hands of ten genilemen, ſack 
as I have already deſcribed, (if fuch are to be found,) 
are theſe: | 2 4+ | 

Firſt, They propoſe no other gain to themſelves 
than 1 fer cent. above the legal intereſt for the money 
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f _ 1 lb. Avoirdupois weighs, as above, 6960 grains. 
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they. advance; which will hardly afford them coffee 


when they meet at their mint-houſe. 


. Secondly, They bind themſelves to make their coins 
of as good copper as the beſt Exgliſb halfpence, and as 
well coined, and of equal weight: And do likewiſe 
bind themſelves to charge the public with not one far. 
thing for the expence of coinage, more than.2 it ſhall 


really ſtand them in 
Thirdly, They will, for a ind term of ſeven or 


ten years, as ſhall be thought proper upon mature 


conſideration, pay gold and filver, without any defal. 
cation, for all their own coin that ſhall be returned 
upon their hands. 

Fourthly, They will, take care that the coins ſhall 
have a deep impreſſion, leaving a rifing rim on. both 
fides, to prevent their being defaced in a long time; 
and the edges ſhall. be milled. | 

I . they need not be very eee 
eee een which will be difficult to make ſo as not 


to be diſcovered: For it is plain that thoſe bad half. 


pence, called Raps, are ſo eaſily diſtinguiſhed, even 
from the moſt worn genuine halfpenny, that nobody 
will-now take them for a farthing, WN under the 


great preſent want of change. 


I fhall here ſubjoin ſome computations. relating to 


4 oy M. Culla's copper notes. They were ſent to me by 


perſon well killed in ſuch calculations, and therefore 


1 — them to the reader. 


Mr M.Culla charges good copper at fourteen pence 
per pound, but | know not whether he means Avoir- 


dupois or Troy weight. 


Avoirdupois is 16 oz. to a lv. . grains. 
A pound Troy weight 5 700 grains. 
Mr M Culla's copper is fogirtorn pence per pound A- 


voirdupois. 


Two of Mr M. Culla's /penny-nores one with ano- 


ther, weigh - — * = 524 grains, 


By which computation, 2 5. of his notes, 
which he ſells for 1 lb. wept, will | 
weigh - 6288 grains. 


— — 


This 


= hand, of SS 


—_ 
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This difference makes 10 * 10 Mr r M*Culla' 
profit, in point of weight. 2 
The old Patrick and David halſpenny 


N weighs 22 | 149 grains. 
on M*Culla's halfpenny weighs af fi og 31 grains, 
The difference ies 18 25 


Which i is equal to 10, 1 half per ce. 
The Englijh bare of Tang Charles TX 


II. weighs . * 16 grains, 


I Cle a r weighs a: 4 AW grand, 


— — 


The difference _ 36 
Which difference, Ms a "OM part a 20 + ge 


N 
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| 1 | . a boa, Hat \ - £ 3 25 
Mr 11. Calla allows his pound of copper (eoinage i in- 


cluded). to be worth twenty pence, for which he de- 
mands two ſhillings. . 


His coinage he com utes at fix pence fer pound 
weig ht ; therefore, by aying out only twe enty Pence, 
ble. gaining four pence, he makes per cent. 


pröt - 8 705 4 80 
The ſix pence per pound weight,” allowed: 
for coinage, makes per cent. - 30 


The want of weight in his en com- 
ared as above, is per cent. 
By all which, (viz. coinage, profit; and a 
want of weight) the * loſes per cent. FS 60 


If Mr MiCulle s coins will not paſs, and he refuſes 


to receive them back, the owner cannot ſell them at 


above twelve-pence per pound weight; whereby, with 
the defect of weight of 10 per cent. he will loſe 60 per 
cent. 

The ſcheme of the ſociety, raiſed as high as it can. 
poſſibly be, will be only thus: 


For intereſt of their money, per cent. 3 
For coinage, inſtead of 10, ſuppoſe, at moſt | 
1 cent, | 20 


— 
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For 300 J. id out for tools, a mint, and 
| houſe-rent, charge. 3 or cont. te the 
Li: coinage of nad ig 
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Charges in all open interef, coinage, Ge. wy 
per cent. - 31 
Which, with all the advantages above-mentioned 

of the goodnefs of the meta}, the Jargenels of the coin, 

the deepneſs and fairneſs of the impreſſion, the aſſu. 

rance of the ſociety confining itſelf to ſuch a ſum ax 

they undertake, or as the kingdom ſhall approve ; and 

laftly, their paying in gold or filver for all their coin 

returned upon their hands, without any defalcation, 
would be of mighty benefit to the kingdom; and, 
with a little Rteadineſs and activity. could, doubt not, 

be eaſily eompaſſed. 

I would not in this ſcheme terhiiniend the method 

of promiffory notes after Mr M*Cz//a's manner; but, 

as J have ſeen in old riß coins, the words Civites 

Dublin on one fide, with the year of our Lord, and the 

100 a on the reverſe. yy 
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| ARCHBISHOP or DUBLIN, 

concerning the Weavers  _ 
AS 1 S is 1 F543 1 : 
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S IHE Corporation of Weavers in the woollen 
1 manufacture, who have ſo often attended your 
Grace, and called upon me with their ſchemes and pro- 
poſals, were with me on Thur/day laſt; when he who 
{poke for the reſt, and in the name of his abſent bre- 
thren, ſaid, It was the opinion of the whole body, that 
if ſomewhat were written at this time by an able hand, 
to perſuade the people of this kingdom to wear their 
own woollen manufactures, it might be of good uſe to 
the nation in general, and preſerve many hundreds of 
their trade from ſtarving. To which I anſwered, That 
it was hard for any man of common ſpirit to turn his 
thoughts to ſuch ſpeculations, without A a 
reſentment which people are too delicate to bear. For 
1 will not deny to your Grace, that I cannot reflect on 
the ſingular condition of this country, different from 
all others upon the face of the earth, without ſome e- 
motion, and without often examining, as I paſs the 
ſtreets, whether thoſe animals which come in my way, 
with two legs and human faces, clad and erect, be of 
the ſame ſpecies with what i have ſeen very like them 
in England, as to the outward ſhape, but differing in 
their notions, natures, and intellectuals, more than any 
two kinds of brutes in a' foreſt; which any man of 
common prudence would immediately diſcover, by per- 
ſuading them to define what they mean by law, liberty, 
property, courage, reaſon, loyalty, or religion. 


F 


* 
* 
* 
£ 


. 


W 
—_ 
a hot 


1 
11 * 
* 
Lai! 
7 
7 1 
* 
1 
3 


— _ \ 
pr nn — 
pots 1 Ky 
2 ——— — — 
— 8 
— 


_ 2 
2 

— — 

3 * 


CREY "UNS 2 5 
ISR. 


One 


r 


* 
* SI , 8 


— Ta > 
4 n 2 
1 


r. — 2 = — - _ \ 
2 Y RACES ry * 3 N 2 8 F330 * 1 


* wo > * 9 4 2 - 
- C 5 "< > | E 93 £ V & . 9 , * 4 4 . p 
7 A Wa 3 * be ag” - y . 1 — 22, 
IR * « RT * N 14g ge - "0 voy» yay , * , — 3 
5 ? 1 70 4 — — 2 n e 7 * nene 7 FW W r _— 
25 CC c ng 2229 PE org dot 
we * N — W >; * RA * =M — e Ss 2 - — 7 . . * 2 l 
7 * " Wo F 3"; R FN a =: 
DE x9 *_ . LS. 
9 * 


SPIT 230 


* 


8 


— by 
2 
: WIDE. 
1 RN * 
< et N : 8 8 
E N * Z 2 £ 399 * ? 
— 8 . Ar"? hs woe e e 4. tes 
* ” * * a 
— * 
my TCR, * yy A * —..+=4c Dy N * 


3 
4 32 r eier r Bye * 
n * e 2 $ — Ko) HP dC 
2 A . 8 No Ct od a 1 3 „ * * 
g k AS. - k * 8 ES 
. — C ” * 8 * 1 4 , . 


264 enn to the. 
One "Ty my Lord, I am very confident of; that 


if God Almighty, for our fins, would moſt juſtly ſend 


us a peſtilence, whoever ſhould dare to diſcover his 
grief in . for, ſuch a viſitation, would cer. 
tainly be ceuſured for diſaffection to the government, 
For | ſolemnly profeſs, that I do not know one calami. 

we have undergone theſe many years, whereof any 


man, whoſe opinions were not in faſhion, dared to la- 


ment, without being openly charged with that imputa. 
tion. And this is the harder, becauſe although a mo- 


ther, when ſhe hath corrected her child, may ſometimes 


force it to kiſs the rod, yet ſhe will never give that 


power to the foot- boy or the ſcullion. 


My Lord, There are two things for the pep ple of 
this kingdom to conſider :. Fir, Their preſent” evil 
condition: and, fecandly, What can de done in 12 
degree to remedy it. 

I | ſhall not enter into a eee. degeription of our 
preſent miſery: It hath been already done in ſeveral 
Papers, and: very fully in one intituled  - fort Yiew of 
rhe State of ireland: It will be enough to mention the 
entire want of trade, the navigation: act executed with 
the utmoſt rigor; the remiſſion of a million every 
year to England, the ruinous importation of foreign 


luxury and vanity; the oppreſſion of landlords, and 
| diſcouragement of agricultur e. 


Now all thoſe evils are without the phlgbilicy py 
a cure, except that of importations; and to tence a. 
gainſt ruinous folly will be always in our power, in 
ſpite of the diſcouragements, mortifications,, contempt, 
hatred, and oppreſſion we labour under: But our trade 
will never mend, the navigation act neuer be ſoftened, 
our abſentees never return, our endleſs foreign pay- 
ments never be leſſened, our own landlords never be 
_ exacting. 
All other ſchemes for preſerving chi 8 from 
che ruin are idle and viſionary,  conſequenily drown 
from wrong reaſoning, and fram general topics, which, 


for the ſame cauſes; that they may be true in all pa- 


tions, are certainly falſe in ours; as I have told the pu- 
blic often enough, but with as little effect as ann 1 


all wy at preſent is likely to eee 10 7 1 
am 


x 
) 


J am weary of ſo many abortive projects, for the ad · 
vancement of trade; of ſo many crude propoſals, in 
letters ſent me from unknown hands; of o many con- 
tradictory ſpeculations, about raiſing or ſinking the va- 
lue of gold and ſilver: I am not in the leaſt ſorry to 
hear of the great numbers going to America, although 
very much for the cauſes that drive them from us, ſince 
the uncontrolled maxim, That people are the riches 
« of a nation,” is no maxim here under our circum- 


ſtances We have neither manufactures to employ 


them about, nor food to ſupport thein. 
If a private gentleman's income be ſunk irretrievably 
for ever from a hundred So fifty, and that he 
ſu 


hath no other method to ſupply the deficiency, I de- 


fire to know, my Lord, whether ſuch a perſon: hath 
any other courſe to take, than to ſink half his expences 
in every article of economy, to ſave himſelf from ruin 
and a jail. Is not this more than doubly the caſe of Jre- 


land, Where the want of money, the irretrievable ruin 


of trade, with the other evils above-mentioned, and 


many more tho” well known and felt, and too numerous 


or invidious to relate, have been gradually ſinking us 


for above a dozen years paſt, to a degree that we are at 


leaſt by two thirds in a worſe condition than was ever 


known ſince the Revolution. Therefore, inſtead of 


dreams and projects for advancing of trade, we have 


nothing left but to find out ſome expedient whereby 
we may reduce our expences to our incomes. 


” - 


Yet this procedure, allowed ſo neceſſary in all private 


N families, and in its own nature ſo eaſy to be:put in prac- 


tice, may me et with ſtrong oppoſition by the. cowardly 


ſlaviſh indulgence of the men to the intolerable pride, 
- arrogance, vanity, and luxury of the women; who, 
ſtrictly adhering to the rules of modern education, ſeem 


to employ their whole ſtock of invention in contri- 


ving new arts of profuſion faſter than the moſt parſimo- 


nious huſband can afford: And to compaſs this work 


the more effectually, their univerſal maxim is to de- 
ſpiſe and deteſt every thing. of the growth and / manu- 
facture of their o.] country, and moſt to value hat- 
ever comes from the very remoteſt parts of the globe. 
And I'am convinced, that, if the virtuoſi could once 
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find ont a world in the moon, with a paſſage to it, our 
women would wear nothing but what came directly 
from thence. _ | N | 
The prime coft of wine yearly imported to Ireland is 
valued at 30, oo0 J.; and th: tea (including coffee and 
chocolate) at five times that ſum. The lace, filks, 
- callicoes, and all other unneceſſary ornaments for wo. 
men, including Engliſb cloths and ſtuffs, added to the 
- former articles, make up (to compute groſsly) about 
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Now, if we ſhould allow the 30,000 J. wherein the 
women have their ſhare, and which is all we have to 
comfort us, and deduct o, oco J. more for over-reach- 
ing, there would ſtill remain 300, ooo J. annually ſpent, 
for unwholeſome drugs and unneceſſary finery. Which 
prodigious ſum would be wholly ſaved, and many thou- 
- ſands of our miſerable ſhop-keepers and manufacturers 
- comfortably ſupported. 
Let ſpeculitive people buſy their brains as much 
as they pleaſe, there is no other way to prevent this 
kingdom from ſinking for ever, than by utterly re- 
-nouncing all foreign dreſs and luxury... © 
It is abſolutely ſo in fact, that every huſband, of any 
fortune in the kingdom, is nouriſhing a poiſonous de- 
vouring ſerpent in his boſom, with all the miſchiet, but 
with none of its wiſdom. both arte th. 
If all the women were clad with the growth of their 
own country, they might ſtil] vye with each other in the 
--courſe of toppery, and ſtill have room left to vye with 
each other, and equally ſhew their wit and judgment 
in deciding upon the variety of {7/4 ſtuffs. And, if 
they could be contented with their native wholeſome 
flops tor: breakfaſt, we ſhould hear ne more of their 
ſpleen, hyſterics, cholics, palpitations, and afthmas, 
They might ſtill be allowed to ruin each other, and 
their huſbands at play, becauſe the money loſt would 
only circulate among ourſelves  - ; 
My Lord, I freely own it a wild imagination, that 
any words will cure the ſottiſhneſs of men, or the va- 
nity of women; but the kingdom is in a fair way of 
producing the moſt effectual remedy, when there wil 
not be money left for the common courſe of buying 
1 | | Fab 
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and ſelling the very neceſſaries of life in our markets, 
unleſs we abſolutely change the whole method of our 
proceedings. ee eee, LEN 

The corporation of weavers in woollen and ſilk, 
who have ſo frequently offered propoſals both to your 
Grace and to me, are the hotteſt and coldeſt generation 
of men that I have known. About a month ago, they 
attended your Grace, when I had the honour to be 
with you, and deſigned me the ſame favour.” They: 
deſired you would recommend to your clergy to wear 


gou/ns of Iriſb ſtuffs, Which might probably ſpread the 


example among all their brethren in the kingdom; 
and, perhaps, among the lawyers and gentlemen of the- 
univerſity, and among the citizens of thoſe corpora» 
tions who appear in gowns on ſolemn occaſions. I 
then mentioned a kind of ſtuff, not above eight pence- 
a yard, which | heard had been contrived by ſome of: 
the trade, and was very convenient. I deſired they 
would prepare ſome of that, or any ſort of black ſtuff, 
on a Certain day, when your Grace would appoint as: 
many clergymen as could readily be found to meet at 
your palace, and there give their opinions; and that, 
your Grace's viſttation approaching, you could then 
have the beſt opportunity of ſeeing what could be done 
in a matter of ſuch conſequence, as they ſeemed to 
think, to the woollen manufacture. But inſtead of at- 
tending, as was expected, they came to me a fortnight” 
after with- a new propoſal, that ſomething-ſhould be 
written, by an acceptable and able hand,. to promote in- 
general the wearing of home manufaQtures, and their 
civilities would fix that work upon me. ' I. aſked if 
they had prepared the ſtuffs, as they had promiſed, and 
your Grace expected; but they had not made the leaſt 
ſep in the matter, nor, as it appears, thought of it 
more. : 1 R os (uh 
1 did, ſome years ago, propoſe to the maſters and 
principal dealers in the home manufactures of filk and 
wool, that they ſhould meet together; and, after ma- 
ture conſideration, "publiſh advertiſements to the fol- 
That, in order to encourage the wearing of ih ma- 
nufactures in ſilk and woollen, they gave notice to the 
& 8 - nobility 
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nobility and gentry of the kingdom, That they the 
under ſigned, would enter into bonds for themſelves, 
and for each other, to ſell the ſeveral forts of ſtuffs, 
cloths, and filks, made to the beſt perfection they were 
abls, for certain fixed: prices; and in ſuch a manner, 
that, if a child were ſent to any of their ſhops, the buy. 
er might be ſecure of the value and goodneſs, and mea. 
ſure of the ware: And, leſt this might be thought to. 
look like a monopoly, any other member of the trade 
might be admitted, upon ſuch conditions as ſhould be 
agreed on. And, if any perſon whatſoever ſhould com- 
plain that he was ill- uſed in the value and goodneſs of 
what he: bought, the matter ſhould be examined, the 
perion injured be fully ſatisfied by the whole corpora. 
tion, without delay, and the diſhoneſt ſeller be flruck 
aut of the ſociety, unleſs it appeared evidently that the 
failure proceeded only from miftake. 3 
The mortal danger is, that if theſe dealers could pre- 
vail, by the goodneſs and cheapneſs of their cloths and 
ſtuffs, to give a turn to the principal people of Lreland 
in favour of their goods, they would relapſe into the 
knaviſh practice peculiar to this kingdom, which is apt 
to run through all trades, even ſo low as a common, 
ale -ſeller; who, as ſoon as he gets a vogue for his 
liquor, and outſells his neighbours, thinks his credit 
will put off the worſt he can buy, till his cuſtomers. 
will come no more. Thus I have known at London, in 
a general mourning, the drapiers dye black all their 
old damaged goods, and ſell them at double rates, then 
complain and petition: the court, that they are ready 
to ſtarve by the continuance ef the mourning. > _. 
Therefore, I ſay, thoſe principal weavers, who would 
enter into ſuch a compact as I have mentioned, muſt 
give ſufficient ſecurity againſt all ſuch practices: For, 
if once the women can perſuade their huſbands that 
foreign goods, beſides the finery, will be as cheap, and 
do more ſervice, our laſt ſtate will be worſe than the 
firſt. 115 FE £5 . gs 2 Fs | | | 
I do not here pretend to digeſt perfectly the method 
by which theſe principal ſhop-keepers ſhall ante 
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ſuch a propoſal ; but my meaning is clear enough, and 


cannot reaſonably he objected againſt :. 

We have ſeen what à deſtructive loſs the kingdom 
received, by the deteſtable fraud of the merchants, or 
northern linen-weavers, or both; notwithſtanding all 
the care of the governors at that board, when we had 


an offer of. commerce with the Spaniards for our linen, 


to the value, as I am told, of 300,000 /. a year. But, 
while we deal like pedlars, we ſhall practiſe like ped- 
lars, and ſacrifice all honeſty to the preſtnt urging ad- 
vantage. „ 

What I have ſaid may ſerve as an anſwer to the de- 
fire made me by the corporation of weavers, that I 


would offer my notions to the public. As to any thing 
further, let them apply themſelves to the parliament in 


their next ſeſſion, Let them prevail on the Houſe of 
Commons to grant one very reaſonable requeſt; and [ 
ſhall think theie is till ſome ſpirit left in the nation, 


when [ read a vote to this purpoſe : Reſolved, nemine 


contradicente, That this Houfe will, for the future, wear 
no cloths but ſuch as are made of Iriſb growth, or of 
Irifþ manufacture, nor will permit their wives or chil- 


dren to wear any other: And that they will, to the ut. 


moſt; endeavour to prevail with their friends, relations, 


_ dependents, and tenants to follow their example. And 


if, at the ſame time, they could baniſh tea, and coffee, 


and china-ware out of their families, and force their 


wives to chat their ſcandal over an infuſion of ſage, or 
other wholeſome domeſtic vegetables, we might poſſibly 
be able to ſubſiſt, and pay our abſentees, pentioners, 


generals, civil officers, appeals, colliers, temporary tra- 


vellers, ſtudents, ſchoolboys, ſplenetic viſiters of Bazh, 
Tunbridge, and Epſom, with all other ſmaller drains, by 
ſending our crude unwrought goods to Ergland, and 


receiving from thence, and all other-countrigs, nothing 
but what is fully manufactured, and keep a few pota- 


toes and oatmeal for our own ſubſiſtence. 


I have been, for a dozen years paſt, wiſely progno- 5 


ſticating the preſent condition of this kingdom; which 


any human creature, of common ſenſe, could foretel, 


with as little ſagacity Ne. My meaning is, that 


— 


3 a con- 


we nd 4 ETTER. ©. ther fc. 


a conſumptive body muſt needs die, which hath ſpent 
all its ſpirits, and received no nouriſhment. Vet I am 
often tempted to pity, when I hear the poor farmer and 
_ cottager lamenting the hardneſs of the times, and im- 
puting them either to one or two ill ſeaſons, which bet- 
ter climates than ours are more expoſed to; or to ſcar. 
city of filver, which, to a nation of liberty, would only 
be a ſlight and temporary inconvenience, to be rema- 
ved at a month's warning. 


by 


ANSWER 


TO SEVERAL 


LETTERS from unknown PERSONs. 


Written in the Year M,DCC,xx1X. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AM inclined to think that 1 received a letter from 
you two“ laſt ſummer, directed to Dublin, while I | 
was in the country, whither it was ſent me, and I or- 
dercd an anſwer to it to be printed; but, it ſeems, it 
had little effect, and I ſuppoſe this will have not much 
more. But the heart of this people is waxed groſs, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have 
cloſed. And, gentlemen, I am to tell you another 
thing: That the world is too regardleſs of what we 
write for the public good: That, after we have deli 
vered our thoughts, without an y proſpect of advantage 
or of reputation, which latter is not to be had but by 
ſubſcribing our names, we cannot prevail apon a prin- 
ter to be at the charge of ſending it into the world, un- 
leſs we will be at all, or half the expence: And, al- 
though we are willing enough to. beſtow our labours, 
we think it unreaſonable to be out of pocket; becauſe 
it, probably, my not conſiſt with the fituation of our 
AS. | BI0 IT $44 ABS n 
I do very muck approve your i jnthuntidnds, a 
in a great meaſure, your manner of declaring them; 
and I do imagine you intended that the world ſhould 
not only know your ſentiments, 111 mw anſwer, which 


I ſhall impartially give. Tf * 


That great Prelate, in whoſe cover you directed your 
letter, {ent A to me 8 en and I U my an- 
® Trucnan wt „ 
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ſwer to-night, not knowing what interruption I may 


2 


n 
— — 


. meet witn. Sa. „ 
i I have ordered your letter to be printed; as it ought 
A to be, along with my anſwer; becauſe, I conceive, it 
| will be more acceptable and informing to the king- 
1 dom. 1 „ 
| I ſhall therefore now go on to anſwer your letter in 
5 all manner of ſincerity. | 


Although your letter be directed to me, yet I take 
myſelf to be only an 1maginary perſon : For although 
I conjecture I had formerly one from you, yet | never 
anſwered it otherwiſe than in print; neither was I at 
a loſs to know the reaſons why ſo many people of this 
kingdom were tranſporting themſelves to America. And, 
if this encouragement were owing to a pamphlet writ- 
ten, giving an account of the country of Per/y/vania, 
to tempt people to go thither; I do declare that thoſe 
who were tempted, by ſuch a narrative, to ſuch a jour- 
ney, were fools, and the author a moſt impudent knave; 
at leaſt, if it be the ſame pamphlet I ſaw when it firſt 
came out, which is above twenty- five years ago, dedi- 
cated to William Per, (whom by a mittake, you call Sir 
William Pen) and ityling him, by authority of the 
Scripture, Moſt Noble Governor. For I was very well 
acquainted with Pen, and did, ſome years after, talk 
with him upon that pamphlet, and the, impudence of 
the author, Wwho ſpoke fo many things in praiſe of 
the ſoil and climate, which Pen himſelf did abſolute- 
ly contradict. For he did aſſure me, that this country 
wanted the ſhelter of mountains which left it open to the 
northern winds from Hud/on's Bay and the V rozen Sea, 
which deſtroyed ail plantations of trees, and was even 
pernicious to all common; vegetables. But, indecd, 
New York, Virginia, and other parts leſs northward, or 
more defended! by mountains, are a excel- 
lent countries; but, upon what conditions of advan- 
tage foreigners go thither, I am yet to ſeek. 
What evils our people avoid by running from hence, 
s eaſier to be determined. They conceive themſelyes 
to live under the tyranny of molt cruel exacting land- 
lords, Wwho have no view further than increaſing 


7 their rent-rolls. Secondly, You complain Ot the ah 
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of trade, whereof you ſeem not to know the reaſon. 
Thirdly, You lament molt juſtly the money ſpent by. 
abſentees in England. Fourthiy, You complain that 
your linen manufacture declines. #;/7bly, That your 

tythe· collectors oppreſs you.  S:x:hly, That your chil- 
dren have no hopes of preferment in the church, the, 
revenue, or the army; to which you might have ad- 
ded the law, and all civil employments whatloever.; 
Sewenthly, You are undone for want af filver, and 
want all other money. 3 5 . 

J could eaſily add ſome other motives, which, to 

men of ſpirit, who deſire and expect, and think they 
deſerve the common privileges of human nature, would 
be of more force than any you have yet named to drive 
them out of this kingdom. But, as theſe ſpeculations 
may probably not much affect the brains of your prople, 
I ſhall chuſe to let them pats unmentioned. Vet I can- 
not but obſerve, that my very good and virtuous friend, 
his Excellency Barnet (O fili, nec tali indigne parente / ) 
hath not hitherto been able to perſuade his vaſſals, by his 
oratory in the ſtyle of a command, to ſettle a revenue 
on his Vice-Royal Perſon. 1 have been likewiſe aſ- 
ſured, that, in one of thoſe colonies on the continent, 
which nature hath ſo far favoured, as (by the in- 
duſtry of the inhabitants) to produce a great quantity 
of excellent rice; the ſtubbornneſs of the people, who. 
having been told that the world was wide, took it into. 
their heads that they might ſell their own rice at what= 


ever foreign market they pleaſed, and ſeem, by their. 


practice, very unwilling to quit that opinion. 


But, to return to my ſubject: I muſt canfeſs to you. 
both, that, if one reaſon. of your people's deſerting us, 
be the deſpair of things growing better in their own, 
country, I have not one ſyllable to anſwer ; becauſe 
that would be to hope for what is impoſlible ; and ſa 
I have been telling the public theſe ten years. For, there 
are three events which muſt precede any ſuch bleſſing : 
Firſt, A liberty of trade; Secondly, A ſhare of prefer- 
ments in all kinds, equal to the mak natives; and, 
Thirdly, A return of thoſe abſentees, who take away al- 
moſt one half of the Kingdom's revenue. As to the 
frft and ſecond, there is nothing left us but deſpair ; 

| Aan 
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and, for the ird, it will never happen till the king. p 
dom hath no money to ſend them, for which, in my 
own particular, I ſhould not be ſorry. 1 N 

The exaction of landlords hath indeed been a grie- 
vance of above twenty years ſtanding. But, as to what 
you object about the ſevere. clauſes relating to improve. 
ment, the fault lies wholly on the other ſide: For the 
landlords, either by their ignorance or greedineſs of 
making large rent rolls, have performed this matter ſo 


ill, as we ſee by experience, that there is not one 


tenant in five hundred who hath made any improve- 
ment worth mentioning. For which 1 appeal to any 


man who rides through the kingdom, where little is 


to be found among the tenants, but beggary and deſo- 
lation; the cabbins of the Scorch themſelves, in Later, 
being as dirty and miſerable as thoſe of the wildeſt 
Irib. Whereas good firm penal clauſes for improve- 
ment, with a tolerable eaſy rent and a reaſonable period 
of time, would, in twenty years, have increaſed the rents 
of Ireland at leaſt a third part in the intrinſic value. 

I am glad to hear you ſpeak with ſome decency of 
the clergy, and to impute the exactions you--Jament to 
the managers or farmers of the tythes. But you entire- 
ly miſtake the fact: For I defy the moſt wicked and 
moſt powerful clergyman in the kingdom to oppreſs the 
meaneſt farmer in the pariſh; and I defy the ſame 
clergyman to prevent himſelf from being cheated by 
the ſame farmer, whenever that farmer ſhall be diſpo- 
ſed to be knaviſh or peeviſh. For, although the Ver 
tything-teller is more advantageous to the clergy than 
any other in the kingdom, yet the miniſter can de- 
mand no more than his tenth ; and, where the corn 
much exceeds the ſmall tythes, as, except in ſome di- 
ſtricts, I am told it always doth, he is at the mercy of 
every ſtubborn farmer, eſpecially of thoſe whoſe ſect as 
well as intereſt incline them to oppoſition. However, 
I take it that your people, bent for America, do not 
ſhew the beſt part oa their prudence in making this 


one part of their complaint: Vet they are ſo far wiſe as 
not to make the payment of tythes a ſcruple of con- 
ſtience, which is too groſs for any Proteſtant diſſenter, 
except a Quaker, to pretend. But, do your people in- 


deed: 


* 


7 
* 
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deed think, that, if tythes were aboliſhed, or delivered 
into the hands of the landlord, after the bleſled manner 
in the Scorch ſpiritual oeconomy, that the tenant would 
ſit eaſier in his rent under the ſame perſon, who muſt 
be lord of the foil and of the tythe together? WE” 


* 


I am ready enough to grant, that the oppreſſion of 
landlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its neceſſary 
conſequence the want of money, half the revenues of 
the kingdom ſpent abroad, the continued dearth of 
three years, and the ſtrong deluſion in your people hy 
falſe allurement from America, may be the chief motives 
of their eagerneſs after ſuch an expedition. But there 
is likewiſe another temptation, which is not of incon- 
ſiderable weight; which is, their itch of living in a 
country Where their ſect is predominant, and where 
their eyes and conſciences will not be offended by the 
ſtumbling- block of ceremonies, habits, and ſpiritual 
titles. 33 „ MeeeN1 gt bs ad. 3 
But I was ſurpriſed to find that thoſe calamities, 
whereof we are innocent, have been ſufficient to drive 
many families out of their country, who had no rea- 
ſon to complain of oppreſſive landlords. For, while 
I was laſt year in the northern parts, a perſon of qua- 
lity, whoſe «ſtate was let above twenty years ago, and 
then at a very reaſonable rent, tome ſor leaſes of lives, and 
ſome. perpetuities, did, in a few months, purchaſe eleven 
of theſe leaſes at a very inconſiderable price, although 
they were two. years ago reckoned to pay but half value, 
From whence it is manifeſt that our preſent miſerable 
condition, and the ditmal proſpect of worſe, with other 
reaſons above aſſigned, are ſufficient to put men upon 
trying this deſpcrate experiment of changing the ſcene 
they are in, although landlords ſhould, by a miracle, 
become leſs inhuman. 3 „„ 
Tnere is hardly a ſcheme propoſed for improving 
the trade of this kingdom, which doth not manifelt- 
ly ſhew the ſtupidity and ignorance of the propoſer : 
And I laugh with contempt at thoſe weak wiſe heads 


who proceed upon general maxims, or adviſe us to fol- : 


| low th. examples of Holland, and England. Theſe em- 


pirics talk by rote, without nc the conſti- 


nowing that 


tution of the kingdom; as if a phyſician, K. s 
„ 5 exerciſe 
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exerciſe contributed much to health, ſhould preſcribe 
to his patient under a fit of the gout, to walk ten miles 
every morning. The directions for Ireland are very 
"ſhort and plain, To encourage agriculture and home. 
_ conſumption, and utterly diſcard all importations which 
are not abſolutely neceſſary for health or life. And how 
few neceſſaries, conveniencies, or even comforts of life, 
are denied us by nature, or not to be attained by la- 
bour and induſtry? Are thoſe deteſtable extravagan. 
cies of Flanders lace, Engliſb- eloths made of our own 
wool, and other goods, Italian or Indian filks, tea, 
coffee, chocolate, China-ware, and that profuſion of 
wines, by the knavery of merchants growing dearer 
every ſeaſon, with a hundred unneceſſary fopperies, bet. 


ter known to others than me: Are theſe, I ſay, ft for 


us, any more than for the beggar who could not eat 
his veal without oranges ? Is it not the higheſt indig- 
nity to human nature, that men ſhould be ſuch pol- 
trons, as to ſuff-r the kingdom and themſelves to be 
undone, by the vanity, the folly, the pride and wan- 
tonneſs of their wives; who, under their preſent cor- 
ruptions, ſeem to be a kind of animal ſuffered, for 
our fins, to be ſent into the world for the deſtruction 
of families, ' ſocieties, and kingdoms, and whoſe whole 
- "Rudy ſeems directly to be as expenſive as they poſſibly 
can, in every uſeleſs article of living; who, by long 
practice, can reconciſe the moſt pernicious foreign 
drugs to rheir health and pleaſure, t they are 
but expenſive; as ſtarlings grow fat with henbane; 
who contract a robuſtneſs by mere practice of ſloth and 
Iuxury; who can play deep ſeveral hours after mid- 
night, {ſleep beyond noon, revel upon Indian poiſons, 
and ſpend. the revenue of a moderate family, to adorn 
a nauſeous, unwholeſome living carcaſe? Let thoſe few, 
who are not concerned in any part of this accuſation, 
 ſappoſe it unſaid; let the reſt take it among them. 
Gracious God! in his mercy, look down upon a nati- 
„% „% 7 e544 05 
If ] am poſſeſſed of an hundred pounds a year, and, 
by ſome misfortune it finks to fifty, without a poſſibi- 
lity of ever being retrieved: Does it remain a queſtion, 
in ſuch an exigency, what I am to do? Muſt” not I re- 
. L . trench 


neceſſaries are at half value? | 
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trench one half in every article of expence ? Or, re- 
tire to ſome cheap, diſtant part' of the country, where 

Is there any mortal who can ſhew me, under the 
circumſtances we ſtand with our neighbours, -under 
their inclinationg towards us, under laws never to be 
repealed, under the deſolation cauſed by abſentees, 
under many other circumſtances not to be mentioned, 


that this kingdom can everibeaination of trade; or ſub- 


ſiſt by any other method than that of a reduced family, 
by the utmoſt parſimony, in the manner I have already 
preſcribed ? „ „ 

am tired with letters from many unreaſonable well - 


meaning people, who are daily preſſing me to deliver 


my thoughts in this deplorable juncture; which, upon 


many others, 1 have ſo often done in vain. What will 
it import, that half a ſcore people, in a coffee: houſe, 


may happen to read this paper, and even the majority 
of tnoſe few, differ in every ſentiment from me? If the 
farmer be not allowed to ſow his corn, if half the little 


money among us be ſent to pay rents to 7 abſentces, 
and the reſt for foreign luxury, and dreſs for the women, 


what will our charitable diſpoſitions avail, when there 


is nothing left to be given? When, contrary to all 
cuſtom and example, all neceſſaries of life are ſo exor- 


bitant, when moncy of all kinds was never known to 


be io. ſcarce? So that gentlemen of no contemptible 


eſtates are forced ta retrench in every article (except 


what relates to their wives) without being able to ſhew 
any bounty to the pod. 118 
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LETTExs ſent me from unknown Hands, 
Written in the Year M,DCc,xx1x. 


1 Au very well pleaſed PET the good opinion you 


expreſs of me, and with it were any way in my 


power to anſwer your expectations for the ſervice of 


my country. I have carefully read your ſeveral 
ſchemes and propoſals, which you think ſhould be 
offered to the parliament. In anſwer, | will aſſure 
you, that, in another place, | have known very. good 
. propoſals rejected with contempt by public aſſemblies, 
merely becauſe they were offered from without doors; 


and yours perhaps might have the fame fate, eſpecially 


if handed into the public by me, who am not acquaint- 
ed with three members, nor have the leaſt intereſt with 
one. My printers have been twice proſecuted, to my 


great expence, on account of diſcouries | writ for the 


public ſervice, without the leaſt reflection on parties or 


perions.; and the ſucceſs | had in thoſe of the Drapier 
was not owing tomy abilities, but to a lucky juncture, 
When the fuel was ready for the firſt hand that would 
be at the pain+ of kindling it. It is true, both thoſe 


envenomed proſecutions were the workmanſhip of a 


judge, who is now gone to his own place“. But, let 
that be as it will, Jam determined henceforth never to 
be the inſtrument of leaving an mnocent man at the 
mercy of that bench | e 

It is certain, there are ſeveral particulars relating to 
this kingdom, (Ihave mentioned a few of them in one 
of my Drapier's letters) which it were heartily wo 
| * 


* Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed. 
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wiſhed that the Parliament would take under their con- | 
fderation ſuch as will nowiſe interfere with Eugland, 
otherwiſe than to its advantage. | | 


The firſt I ſhall mention Is touched at in a letter 
which I received from one of you, Gentlemen, about 


the highways ; which, indeed, are almoſt every where 
ſcandalouſly neglected. I know a very rich man in 


. 


this city, a true lover and ſaver of his money, Who, 
being poſſeſſed of ſome adjacent lands, hath been at” 
great charge in repairing effectually the roads that 


ſead to them; and hath aſſured me, that his lands are 


thereby advanced four or five ſhi:lings an acre, by 
which he gets treble intereſt. But, generally ſpeaking,. 
all over the kingdom, the roads are deplorable ; and, 
what is more particularly barbarous, there is no ſort” 
of proviſion made for travellers on foot; no, not near 
this city, except in a very few places, and in. a moſt” 
wretched manner: Whereas the Eugliſb are ſo parti- 
cularly careful in this point, that you may travel there 
an hundred miles with leſs inconvenience than one 
mile here. But, ſince this may be thought too great 
a reformation, I ſhall only ſpeak. of roads for horſes, 
6˙p¾iù ... TT en © 
Freland is, I think, computed to be one third ſmaller 
than England; yet, by ſome natural diſadvantages, it 
would not bear quite the ſame proportion in value, 
with the ſame encouragement. Hoover it hath ſo 
happened, for many years paſt, that it never arrived to 
above one eleventh part in point of riches; and, of 
late, by the continual decreaſe of trade and increaſe of 
abſentees, with other circumſtances not here to be 
mentioned, hardly to a fifteenth part; at leaſt, if my 
calculations be right, which I doubt are a little too. 
favourable on our fide, _ | | 
Now, ſuppoſing day-labour to be cheaper by one 
half here than in England, and our roads, by the nature 
of our carriages and the deſolation of our country, to 
be not worn and beaten above one eighth part ſo much 
as thoſe of Frgland, which is a very moderate compu- 


* 


tation; I do not ſee why the mending of them would 


be a greater burthen to this kingdom than to that. 


— 0 
— <=—_> co 1 — 


© * 2 —— — 2 — — — 1 
- = I — — —— — — 


— 
— — 


= ——_ Id 
— — — 
— — 2 — — 
Ro = — ==> 1 
= 


[1 
1 
, 
19 
| 
[ 
4 
i U 
17 
1 
1 
0 
f 
7 1 
: x 
} 
! 
: _ 
1 
N., 
. 
1 
_ 
1 
i 
1 * 
1 * 
1 
; 45 
Mo R 
4 "i 
53 
*. | = 
+ 
i l 
by » | 
1 
„ 

4 1 
' 

7 
1 

1 n 

9 

7 14 bod 
' * 
* 
3 

1 

q i 

i nn 
if | 

j i" fi 
* of 
1 
130 a 
4 = 
W170: 
. wn 
WW 

1 41. 
Wb 

It 1e 
** 

N Eu o 
„ 
20 

»i 
4 31, 
N 
$5514 
75 

ö " = 

WON 
75 + 

#4 

bi ' * 

: 
11 
4+ TFY 7 
. 1 N — 
lt of 

1 eb 

14 

; 1 n 

4 8 

8 

7 {}+ 4 

WH 

388 

11 

i is 

I 80 

1 2881 

N W 

WH. 

© a 

IP 
AI : 
FER 
BE | 1; 
* + ' 
q. 
wh! 
138 [ 
5% 
Wo! 
l 
nn 

1 
1 
1 
x * 
w 
NY 
, 1 
e 
WE 
+ 
1 
| N 
4 
} 

15 
i 
4 
! 
if 
TH 


1 
0 
in 
4 9 
" 
A | ! 
} : 
' 1 
\ © \ 
& © 
L * 
of 
5 
4 74 
114 


» At #6 + * . r * 4 
* 8 N A * =P fe 8. 
3 * 4 2 " a 6 
＋ —— —_— = * _ * Ove" * * = 
- _ ad * X 4 a N 9 * £ 3 K 5 
* * — —— 45 WWF 3» . — 7 a wh WMS. rr 5 — * 5 
- ” "I 1 Fob þ #- nn h 
a ** _ 8 * TT N " P * — ” N 
* 9 L a * * 


p n 1 oy — 
. ener Dee ee a £5 1 a > 
my hs 6 ER. —_—_— _— mY — 
y ** . _ " 
; ate ene ——ů arm nn * — 4 
n S 3 5 ; - N 
4 2 ps N — 
* * gs a oa r — 


38% ANSWER % LEZTT IAS 
There have been, I believe, twenty acts of parlia - 


ment, in fix or ſeven years of the late King“, for 


mending long tracts of impaſſable ways in ſeveral 
countries of England, by erecting turn pikes, and re- 
ceiying n a manner that every body 
knows, . If what I have advanced be true, it would 
be hard to give a reaſon againſt the ſame practice here, 
ſince the neceſſity is as great, the advantage in propor- 
tion perhaps much greater, the materials of ſtone and 
gravel as eaſy to be found, and the workmanſhip at 


leaſt twice as cheap. Beſides, the work may be done 


gradually, with allowances for the poverty of the na. 
tion, by ſo many perch a year; but with a ſpecial care 


to encourage fill and diligence, and to prevent fraud 


in the undertakers, to which we are too liable, and 
which are not always confined to thoſe of the meaner 
ſort : But againſt theſe, no doubt, the wiſdom of the 


nation may, and will provide. 
Another evil, Which, in my opinion, deſerves the 
public care, is the ill- management of the bogs, the 


neglect whereof is a much greater miſchief to this 


kingdom than moſt people ſeem to be aware f. 
It is allowed indeed, by thoſe who are eſteemed moſt 
&ilful in ſuch matters, that the red ſwelling moſſy 
bog, whereof we have ſo many large tracts in this 
Hand, is not by. any means to be fully reduced; but 
the ſkirts, which are covered with a green coat, eaſily 
may, being not an accretion, dae growth of moſs, 
IE SIRE... | 
Now, the landlords are generally too careleſs. that 
they ſuffer their tenants ro cut their turf in theſe ſkirts, 
as well as the bog adjoined, whereby there is yearly 
loſt a conſiderable quantity of land throughout the 
kingdom, never to be recovered. 


But this is not the greateſt part of the miſchief. For 
the main bog, although perhaps not reducible to na-· 
tural ſoil, yet, by continuing large, deep, ſtraight 
canals through the middle, cleaned at proper times, as 
low as the channel or gravel, would become a ſecure 


ſummer-paſture ; the margins might, with great profit 


and ornament, be filled with quickins, birch, and other 


trees proper for ſuch a ſoil, and the canals be a 
| . Fi for 


7 King George I. 


of common ſkill and care. 
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ma 


for water-carriage of jhe ark, whigh is pow drawn 
upon ſled- cars with great expence, diſſiculty, and loſs 
of time, by reaſon of the many turf-pits ſcattered ir- 
regularly through the bog, wherein great numbers of 
cattle. are yearly drowned. And it hath been, I con- 


feſs, to me à matter of the greateſt vexation as well as 


wonder, to think how any landlord could be fo abſurd 
as to ſuffer ſuch havock to be made. 


. _ * & 3 j % : * '® 


All the acts for encouraging plantations of foreſt-tregs 
| 55 - Which, with great 


are, 1 am told, extremely de 


ſubmiſſion, muſt have been owing to a defect of {kiil in 


the contrivers of them. In this climate, by the con- 
tinual blowing of the Weſt-ſouth-weſt wind, 5 any 
tree of value will come to perfection that is not planted 
in groves, except very rarely, and where there is much 

lan Chap f have not, indeed, read all the acts; 
but, from inquiry, I cannot learn that the planting in 
rroves is 1 And, as to the effects of theſe laws, 
i have not ſeen the leaſt, in many hundred miles riding, 
except about a very few gentlemens houſes, and evan 
thoſe with very little {kill or ſucceſs. In all the reſt, the 
hedges Een miſcarry, as well as the larger ſlender 
twigs planted upon the tops of ditches, merely for want 


do nat believe that a greater and quicker profit could 
be made, than by planting large groves of aſh, a few 
feet aſunder, which in ſeven years would make the beft 
kind of hop-poles, and grow in the ſame, or leſs time, 
to a ſecond crop from their roots. 1 


It would likewiſe be of great uſe and beauty in our 
deſart ſcenes, to oblige all tenant: and cottagers to plant 
aſh or elm before their cabbins, and round their potatoe- 
gardens, where cattle either do not, or qught not to come 
to deltroy them, $i 237 Kn uttzeo 4.4 
The common objections againſt all this, drawn from 
the lazineſs, the perverſeneſs, or thieviſh diſpoſition of 


. the poor native Triſh, might be rally anſwered, by 


ſhewing the true reaſons for ſach accuſations, and how 


eaſily thoſe people may be brought to a leſs ſavage 


manner of life 


of life : But my printers have already ſuffered 
too much for my ſpeculations. Howeyer, ſuppoſing the 
ſize of a native's underſtanding juſt equal to that of a 
| A a 3 dog 
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dog or horſe, I have often ſeen thoſe two animals to be 
civilized" by rewards, at leaſt as much as by puniſh. 
ments. TEN. 5 
It would be a noble atchievement to aboliſh the 77% 
language in this kingdom, ſo far at leaſt as to oblige all 
the natives to . only Engliſb on every occaſion of 
buſineſs, in ſhops, markets, fairs, and other places of 
dealing: Yet I am wholly deceived if this might not 
be effeftually done in lefs than half an age, and at a 
very trifling expence ; for ſuch I look upon a tax to be, 
of only fix thouſand pounds a year, to accompliſh ſo 
great a work. This would, in a great meaſure, eivilize 
the moſt barbarous among them, reconcile them to our 
_ cuſtoms and manner of living, and reduce great numbers 
to the national religion, whatever kind may then hap- 
pen to be eſtabliſhed. The method is plain and ſimple; 
and, although I am too defponding to produce it, yet 
I could heartily wiſh ſome public thoughts were em- 
Dloyed to reduce this uncultivated people from that idle, 
ſavage, beaſtly, thieviſh manner of life, in which they 
continue ſunk to a degree, that it is almoſt impoſſible for 
a country gentleman to find a ſervant of human capacity, 
or the leaft tincture of natural honeſty; or who does 
not live among his own tenants in continual fear of ha- 
ving his plantations deſtroyed, his cattle ſtolen, and his 
goods pilfereo. wh | 
The love, affection, or vanity of living in England, 
continuing to carry thither ſo many wealthy families, 
the conſequences thereof, together with the utter loſs of 
all trade, except what is detrimental, which hath 
forced ſuch great numbers of weavers and others to ſeek 
their bread in foreign countries, the unhappy practice 
'of ſtocking ſuch vaſ quantities of land with ſheep and 
other cattle, which reduceth twenty families to one: 
Theſe events, I ſay, have exceedingly depopulated this 
kingdom for ſeveral years paſt. I ſhould heartily wiſh, 
therefore, under this miſerable dearth of money, that 
thoſe who are moſt concerned would think it adviſeable 
to fave a hundred thouſand pounds a year, which is now 
| ſent out of this kingdom to feed us with corn. There 


is not an older or more uncontroverted maxim in the 
5 — N polities 
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politics of all wiſe nations, than that of encouraging 
agriculture. And, therefore, to what kind of wiſdom 
a practice ſo directly contrary among us may be reduced, 
Tam by no means a judge. If labour and people make 
the true riches of a nation, what muſt be the iſſue where 
one part of the people are forced away, and the other 
art have nothing to do ? 

If it ſhould be thought proper by wiſer heads, that his 
Majeſty might be applied to in a national way, for gi- 
ving the kingdom leave to coin halfpence for its own 
uſe ; I believe no good ſubje will be under the leaſt 
apprehenſion that ſuch a requeſt could meet with refu- 
ſal, or the leaſt delay. Perhaps we are the only king- 
dom upon earth, which did not enjoy that common 
right of civil ſociety under the proper inſpection of its 
prince, or legiſlature, to coin money of all uſual metals 
for its own occaſions. Every petty Prince in Germany, 
vaſſal to the Emperor, enjoys this privilege. And I 
have ſeen in this kingdom ſeveral filver pieces, with the 
inſcription of Civitas Waterford, Droghedagh, and other 
towns. 8 f | 
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PALLTS 2 4 LIN. 


By Dr SHERIDAN. 


L L you that would refine your blood, 
As pure as fam'd Lirwellyn, 
By waters clear, come ev ry year, 
To drink at Bally/pellin, 


Tho? pox or itch, your ſkins Aten 
With rubies paſt the telling, 

Twill clear your ſkin before you've been 
A month at Baliy/pe/lin. 


If lady's cheek be green as leek 
When ſhe comes from her dwelling, 
The kindling roſe withing it glows, 
When ſhe's at Ballypeils. . 


| The ſooty brown, who comes from town, 
Grows here as fair as Helen ; | 


Then back ſhe goes to kill the beaux 
By dint of Ballyſpellin. | 


Our ladies are as freſh and fair . 3 : 
As Rofs, or bright Dunkelling > 


* A famous ſpaw in the County of Kilkenny, 
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Atid Mars might make a'fhir miſtake," —- * 
Were he at Bally/pellin. | | 


1 


We men ſubmit as they think fit, 


And here is no rebelling; | : 
= + r an s plain, the ladies reign, Don 
tre . at ae Cw nd 4 


By thief charms, unconquer'd arms, 
They have the power of quelling 

Such defp'rate foes as dare oppote 
Their pow'r at Ballyſpellin. | 


Cold water turns to fire, and Burns, 
I know, becauſe I fell in 

A ſtream which came from one bright dame 1 
Who drank at Bal; opeliine | 


Fine beaux advance, equipt for dance, 
And bring their Aune or Nell in 
With ſo much grace, I'm ſure no PINS: 
Can vye with Belt, ib) Ava 210591 po 6 


No politics, no ſubtle tricks, 
No man his country ſellin ing, 
We eat, we drink, we never Riek 1 
Of theſe at Balhypellin, | 5 2 5 | 


The troubled mind; the puft Fm Wind, Teak 
Do all come here Pell. Mell in; ; ai Lott 
And, they are ſure, to work Foie, Fas. rer 
By drinking Baek ** : Y 5 


If dropſy fills you to the gills, . 
From chin to toe tho? ſwelling, - 

Pour in, pour out, yo u cannot aan Liao 
A, cure at Ballypellin, Wear) reh 1 


* * 
7 * 


Death throws no darts through all theſe parts, 
No ſextons here are knelling ; . 
Come, judge and try, you'll never die, 

But live at Bally/pellin : 


-% 


Except you feel darts tipt with libel, 
Which here are ev'ry belle in; 
When from their eyes ſweet ruin flies, ; 


We die at Ball ypellin. | 


Good chear, ſweet air, mack; Jaws. no care, 


Your ſight, your taſte, your ſmelling, : + 


Your ears, your touch, tranſporteth much 


Each day * een. = 5 ; 


Within this: ground we all fleep found, 
No noiſy dogs a yelling; 


Except you wake, for Tran] 8 Ne 


All night at Bally 4 05 eng 504 #1 
Here all jon bk ad e | 5 565 
er C 


„ 
ell INv;+. 2 r „ LS 42 


No lady keeps 


But all partake the mirth we n 
Who drink at n 


- 


My rhimes are gone, I think Ive none; 


Ualeſs I ſhould bring hell in; RG ade! 


gut ſince I'm here to heav'! . fo nears, 
I can't at . F 23 NIE 
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The A N S W E X. 


% 


By Dr 8 1. JE 7. 


— 


AR E you diſpute you ſawcy brute ? 
And think there's no rebelling, | 
Your ſcurvy lays, and ſenſeleſs praiſe, | 
You give to Ballyſpellinn s 1 


Howe er you bounce, I here pronounce, 
Your med'cine is repelling ; 
| Your water's mud, and ſcours the blood, 
When drank at Bally/pellin. 


Thoſe pocky drabs, to cure their ſcabs, 
You thither are compelling ; 

Will back be ſent, worſe than they _ 
From naſty Bai. Belles. | 


Llewellyn why? As well way ! 1 
Name honeſt doctor Pellin ; 

So hard ſometimes, you tug for rhimes 
To bring in e 


No ſubject fit to try your wit, 
When vou went colonelling.; 

But dull intrigues *twixt jades and teagues, 
That met at Ballyſpeliin. _ 


Our laſſes fair, ſay what you dare, 
Who ſowing make with ſhelling, 
At Market-Hil/ more beaux can kill, 


. 15 an yours at Bally/pellin. | 5 3 | 
| WM * x; . I | Wou d 
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Would I was whipt, when Sheelah fript, 
To waſh herſelf our well in; 
A bum ſo white, ne'er came in fight, 


At paultry Bally/pellin. 
Your mawkins there, ſmocks bempen wear 
Of Holland, not an ell in, ; 
No, not a rag, what e'er you brag, | 
Is found at Bally/pellin. CO LY 


But Tom will prate at any rate, 

All other nymphs expelling : 

| Becauſe he gets a few Gri/ets, 

At louſy Ballyſpellin. e US 


7 here” 8 bony Jane in yonder lane, 
Juſt o'er againſt the Bell Jun; 


Where can you meet a laſs ſo ſweet, 
Round all _ Ballyſpellin, 


We have a girl, deſerves an earl, 
She came from Eaniſtillin; 
So fair ſo young, no ſuch among 

The belles at Ballyſpellin. 


How would you ſtare, to ſee her there, 
The foggy miſt diſpelling ; © 

That cloud the brows, of every blowſe 
Who lives at BallyJpellin. 9 


Now as I live, I would not 
A Stiver for a Sellin, 
To towſe and kiſs the faireſt miſs 
That leaks at Ballyſpellin. 


B b 2 
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Who eier will raiſe ſuch lies as theſe, 
Deſerves a good cudgelling: 

Who falſly boaſts of belles and toaſts, 
At dirty Bali * | 


My i are gone, to all but one, 

Which is, our trees are ſelling. 
As proper quite, as thoſe you write, 
To force in Ballyſpellin. 


A RIDDLE, 1 Dr Dovany. 


Taſcribed to the Lady Ca R TERET, 


1 Reach all things near me, and far off to boot, 
Without ſtretching a finger, or ſtirring a foot. 
I take them all in too, to add to your wonder; 
Tho' many and various, and large and aſunder. 
Without joſtling or crowding they paſs fide by ae, == 
Thro' a wonderful wicket, not half an inch Wide: 1 
Then I lodge them at eaſe in a very large ſtore, 
Of no breadth, or length, with a thouſand things more. 
All this I can do without witcheraft or charm, 
Tho' ſometimes they ſay I bewitch, and do harm ; 3 
Tho! cold I inflame, and tho“ quiet invade, 
And nothing can ſhield from my ſpell but a ſhade. 
WE A thief that has robb'd you, or done you Ailgrace, 
EE: In magical mirror I'll ſhew you his face : 
* Nay, if you'll believe what the poets have ſaid; 
They'll tell you I kill, and can call back the dead. 
Like conjurers ſafe in my cirele I dwell, | 
I love to look black too, it heightens my ſpell; 
Tho' my magic is mighty in every Hue, 
Who fee all my power muſt ſee it in YOU. 


* 


the 
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The ſame anſwered by Dr SWIFT. 


IT H half an Eye 
Your Riddle | ſpy. 

J obſerve your wicket = * eE?; 
Hemm'd in by a thicket, t, 2 
And whatever paſſes ese ee ee 
Is ſtrain'd thro? glaſſes. 
You ſay it is quiet, 7 
I flatly deny it: 
It wanders about, 
Without ſtirring out, „ 
Na GE I. 
But gives „ 8 
Love, joy, and 8 „„ ne 
Set it i e ee” , 
And as for the tragie 
Effects of his magic, £ 
Which you ſay it can kill, 
Or revive at its will, - 
'The dead are all ſound . 
And revive above . 
Aſter all you have writ, 2 8 
It cannot be wit. | 
Which plainly does follow, 
Since it flies from Apollo. N 
Its cowardice ſuch, 
It cries at a touch, 
Tis a perfect mille 
Grows drunk with a drop. 
Another great fault, 
It cannot bear ſalt; 5 
And a hair can diſarm | | 4 1 4 Ba BE 2 
It of every charm. end ig es” 


Bb's' a im 
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A RIDD LE. By Dr swir, to my 
Lady CAR TERET. 


Wo F ROM India? s burning 4 7 m brought, 4 
With cooling gales like zephyrs fraught. 
Not Iris when ſhe paints the ſky, | 
Can ſhew more different hue than I; 
Nor can ſhe change her form ſo falt, 
I'm now a ſail and now a maſt. 
J here am red, and there am green, 
A beggar there, and here a queen. 
] ſometimes live in houſe of hair, 
And oft in hand of lady fair. Fab 
1 pleaſe the young, I grace the old, 
And am at once both hot and cold. 
Say what I am then if you can, 
And find the rhime, and you're the man. 


Anſwered by Dr SHERIDAN. 


OUR houſe of hair and lady's hand, 
At firſt did put me to a ſtand. 
I have it now, = 'tis plain enough, 
Your hairy bus'neſs is a Muff. 
Your engine fraught with cooling gales, 
At once ſo like your maſt and fails. 
| And for the rhime to you're the man, 
* What fits it better than a fan. 


The LOGICIANS refuted. 


OGICIANS have bat ill defin'd 
As rational, the human kind ; 
|  Reazon, they ſay, belongs to man, 
wu But let them prove it, if they can. 


— 


Wiſe Ariftotle and Smigleſius, 
By ratiocinations ſpecious, | 
Have ſtrove to prove with great preciſion, 
With definition and diviſion, | 
Homo eft ratione praditum; 
But, for my ſoul, I cannot credit em. 
And muſt, in ſpite of them, maintain, 
That man and all his ways are vain ; 
And that this boaſted lord of nature 

Is both'a weak and erring creature. 
That inſtin& is a ſurer guide 
Than reaſon-boaſting mortals pride; 
And, that brute beats are far before em, 
Deus eft anima brutorum. _ 
Whoever knew an honeſt brute, 
At law his neighbour proſecute, 
Ering action for aſſault and battery, 
Or friend beguile with lies and flattery. 
O'er plains they ramble unconfin'd, 
No politics diſturb their mind;  _ 
They eat their meals, and take their ſport, 
Nor know who's in or out at court, 
They never to the levee go 
To treat, as deareſt friend, a foe : 
They never importune his grace, 
Nor ever ciinge to men in place; 
Nor undertake a dirty job, 

Nor draw the quill to write for Beb. 
Fraught with invective they ne'er go 
To folks at Pater-Ne/ler- Row - 

No judges, fidlers, dancing maſters, 
No pick- pockets, or poetaſters, 

Are known to honeſt quadrupeds: 
No fingle brute his fellows leads. 
Brutes never meet in bloody fray, | XY 
Nor cut each others throats' for pay. 
Ol beaſts, it is confeſs'd, the ape | 
Comes neareſt us in human ſhape, 


N 
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And malice is his ruling paſſion 
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Like man he imitates each faſhion, 


ev. 


But, both in malice and grimaces, 
A courtier any ape ſurpaſſes, 
Behold him humbly cringing wait 
Upon the miniſter of ſtate z _. 
View him ſoon, aſter to inferiors + 
Aping the conduct of ſuperiors : 
He promiſes with equal air, 
And to perform takes equal care. 


He in his turn finds imitators, - 


At court the porters, lacqueys, waiters, 
Their maſters' manners ſtill contract, 
And footmen, lords and dukes can act. 
Thus, at the court, both great and mall 
Behave alike, for all 15 5 all. 1 


ODE ON SCIENCE. 


H hear nly born! in deepeſt cells 
If faireſt ſcience ever dwells 
Beneath the moſſy cave 
Indulge the verdure of the woods : 
With azure beauty gild the floods, 
And flow'ry carpets lave; ; 
For melancholy ever reigns 5 
Delighted in the ſylvan ſcenes 
With ſcientific light ; 
While Dian huntreſs of the vales 
Seeks lulling ſounds and fanning gales, 
Tho' rapt from mortal ſight. 
Vet, goddeſs yet, the way explore 
With magic rites and heathen lore 
Obſtructed and depreſs'd : - 
»Till wiſdom gave the ſacred nine, 


 Untaught, not uninſpired to ſhine, 


By reaſon's power redreſs'd, 


SEVERAL 0-CCASTONS. 


When Solon and Hcurgus taugt. 1 os 
To moralize the human thaughht OP 
Of mad opinion's, maze, 


. 
A 


To erring zeal they gave new laws, | oo 0 
Thy charms, O liberty, the cauſe - 5 , 
That blends congenial'rays, OG 
Bid bright 4firaa gild the morn, nets ob ral ARE 
Or bid a hundred ſuns be born, dr 5 X a 


To hecatomb the year hb 
Without thy aid in vain the poles: 
In vain the Zodiac ſyſtem rolls.: 83 

In vain the lunar ſphere. _ , 
Come, faireſt princeſs of the throng, . 
Bring ſweet philoſophy along 

In metaphyſic dreams; 
While raptur'd bards no more behold | 
A vernal age of purer gold 
In Heliconian ſtreams... 
Drive thraldom with malignant hand, ; 
To curſe ſome other deftin'd and s n n 84 T 

By folly led aſtray: 45 8 2 4g I 1645 | Yo 
 Terne bear on azure wings 1 oo 1! 219707 

Energic let her ſoar, and fing | 
Thy univerſal ſway. 

So when Amphion bade the ly _ , 
To more majeſtic ſound aſpire, e ee 86-4. 

Behold the madding thongs: ht 1555191 98D 
In wonder and oblivion drown'd, : oP 
To ſculpture turn'd b r found, 

And petrifying un 


The PUPPET-SHOW. 


H E life of man to repreſent, 

| And turn it all to ridicule, 
Wit did a puppet- po invent. 
Where the chief actor is a fol. 4 
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The . of old were logs of wood, 


And worſhip was to puppers paid, 
In antic dreſs the idol ftood, 


And prieſts and people bow'd the bead. 


* 


No wonder then, if art began, 
The imple votaries to frame, 


To ſhape in timber fooliſh man, 


And conſecrate the block to fame. 


From hence poetic fancy learn'd 0 
That trees might riſe from human forms, 


The body to a trunk be turn'd, 3 5 . 


And branches iſſue from 5 . 8 


Thus Dedalus and Ovid too, © 

'That man's a blockhead have conſeſt, 
Peauel and Streich + the hint purſue, 
Lite is the farce, the world a jeſt. 


The ſame great truth Sourk-$:0 12 hath 3 N 
On that fam'd theatre, the a4⁴ * 


Where thouſands by directors mord 


Are now ſad monuments of folly. 


What Momus was of old to ν¹ | 


The ſame Harlequin is now; - 
The former was Buffoon above 
The latter 1s a Punch below. 


This fleeting ſcene is but a ſtage, 


Where various images appear, 


In different parts of youth and age 


Alike the prince and 3 

Os | And 
+ Two e men. b 
t See the * on the South - Sea project 5 130. | 
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Some draw our eyes by being great, 

Falſe pomp conceals mere wood within. 
And legiſlators rang'd in ſtate 

Are oft but wiſdom in machine. 


A ſtock may chance to wear a crown, 
And timber as a lord take place. 

A ſtatue may put on a frown | a. 
And cheat us with a thinking face. 


Others are blindly led r EE. 
And made to act for ends unknown, 1 
By the mere ſpring of wires they play 41 * 
And ſpeak i in language not their WWW. 


Too oft, alas ! a ſcolding wife 1 
Uſurps a jolly fellow's throne, 
And many drink the cup of life, 
Mix'd and W by a Joan. 


In ſhort, whatever men « puh | 
Of pleaſure, folly, war, or love; 
| This mimic-race brings afl to view, 
e they drefs, they talk, they move. 


' Go on, great Strerch, with ref hand, 
Mortals to pleaſe and to deride, 
And when death breaks thy vital band, 
Thou ſhalt put on a prppet's pride. 


Thou ſhalt in pany wood be ſhewn, | 

Thy image ſhall preſerve thy fame 
Ages to come thy worth ſhall! own, „ 

Point at thy limbs, and tell thy name. 


Tell Tom he draws a Peres? in vain, N 
Before he looks in nature's glaſs, | . 

Pans cannot form a witty ſcene, | © 7 
>. or W for — paß. 1 
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To make men act as ſenſeleſs wood, pals £4 


And chatter in a myſtie ſtrain, 


Is a mere force on fleſh and blood, 


For her taſte is almoſt as refin'd: as her Wit. 


65 


And ſhews ſome error in the brain. 


He that would chus refine on cee, 1 mb + (oxy 
And turn thy ſtage into a fchool, R 

The jeſt of Punch will ever be, 95 5 5 
And ſtand confeſt the- {erat foot. | 


On 1 pt : 


A T two afternoon for our Phoebe i inquire, f 
Her tea kettle's on, and her ſmock at the fre; 
So loitering, ſe active; ſo buſy, ſo idle. 
Which hath ſhe moſt need of, a ſpur or a bridle 2. 
Thus, a greyhound 'out-runs the whole pack in a race, 
Vet would rather be hang'd than he'd leave a warm place. 
She gives you ſuch plenty, it puts you in pain; 

Zut ever with prudence takes care of the main. 
To pleaſe you, ſhe. knows. how to chuſe a nice * 
To oblige a good friend, ſhe will trace-ev'ry. market, 
It would do your heart good, to ſee how ſhe will cark it. 
Vet beware of her arts, ſor it plainly appears, 
She ſaves half her ern by eee e ears. 
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To Mrs HUGHES | 6f Ma upon 
n her huſpand to Dr Sv 1 Fr. 


700 always are making? a, god ob your „ 
But this neither reaſon nor conſcience allows; 
Perhaps you will fay, 'tis in gratitude due, 
And you adore him. hecauſe he adores. you. 
Your argument” S weak, and ſo. you wall ſind, 1125 5 


For you, by this rule, muſt adore, all. Mankind, -- 


0 
le meant 101 heck 17% On 


* Mrs SxcAN, a very ingenious well-bred 5 wife to Mt 
Jenn Sic, an eminent Grocer in Dublin. 
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On the colin of Mrs De: NGLE vs lap-dog, 


RAY ſteal me not, I'm Mrs Dingley' 3 
Whoſe heart in this fur-footed _ in. 


A left-handed letter to Dr SHERIDAN ®. 


$1 R, 
\ELANY reports it, and he has a ſhrewd tongue, 
That we both are the part of the clown and 
| cow-dung z 1 

We lye cramming ourſelves, and are ready to burſt, 
vet ſtill are no wiſer than we were at firſt. 
pudet hæc opprobria, I. freely muſt tell Ye, 
Et diu potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelli. | 
Tho? DELANY advis'd you to plague me no longer, 
You reply and rejoin like HoapLy of Bangor. 
I muſt now, at one fitting, pay off my old ſcore: 
How many to anſwer ? One, two, three, four. 
But becauſe the three former are long ago paſt, 
T ſhall, for method ſake, begin with the laſt. 
| You treat me like a boy that knocks down his foe, 
Who, ere other gets up, demands the riſing blow. 
Yet I know a young rogue, that thrown flat on the field, 
Would, as he lay under, cry out, Sirrah, yield : 
So, the French, when our generals ſoundly did pay 'em, 
Went triumphant to church, and ſang ſtoutly TeDeum : 
So the famous Tow LEIOR, when quite run a- ground, 
Comes off by out- laughing the company round. 
In ev'ry vile pamphlet you'll read the ſame fancies, 
Having thus overthrown all our further advances, 
My offers of peace you ill underſtood, 
Friend SHERIDAN, When will you know your own good? 

Vol. X. n FTW 
All the humour of this poem ĩs loſt, by the ret printe 


ing it left-handed, as it was wrote. 
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"Twas to teach you in moderate language your duty; 

For, were you a dog, I could not be rude t'ye. | 

As a good quiet ſoul, who no miſchief intends 

To a quarrelſome fellow, cries, Let us be friends. 

But we like Av Tus and HercuLes fight, 

The oft' ner you fall, the oft'ner you write; 

And I'll uſe you as he did that overgrown clown, 

I'Il firſt take you up, and then take you down: 

And, *tis your own caſe, for you never can wound 

The worſt dunce in your ſchool, till he's N from 
the ground. 


I beg your pardon for uſing my left hand, but T was "WM 
great haſte, and the other hand was employed at the 
ſame time in writing ſome letters of buſineſs. | 


September 20. 1718. 


I will ſend you the reſt when I have leiſure ; but pray 


come to dinner with the company "_ met here laſt. 


Upon ſtealing a Crown when the Dzan 
was aſleep. 


By Dr SHERIDAN. 


EAR dean, ſince you in ſleepy wiſe 
Have op'd your mouth, and clos'd your eyes, 
Like Ghoſt I glide along your floor, 


And ſoftly ſhut the parlour door : 


For ſhould I break your ſweet repoſe, 

Who knows what money you might loſe ? 
Since oftentimes it has been found, 
A dream has giv'n ten thouſand pound. 
Then ſleep, my friend, dear dean, ſleep on, 
And all you get ſhall be your own; | 
Provided you to this agree, 
That all you loſe belongs to me. 
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The D E A N- 8 Anſwer. 


8 0 about twelve at night, the punk 
Steals from the cully when he's drunk ; 

Nor is contented with a treat, | 

Without her privilege to cheat. 

Nor can I the leaſt diff*rence find, 

But that you left no clap behind. 

But jeſt apart, reſtore, you capon ye, 

My twelve thirteens “ and ſix-pence ha'penny. 

To eat my meat, and drink my medlicot, 

And then to give me ſuch a deadly cut —— 

But *tis obſerv'd, that men in gowns - 

Are moſt inclin'd to plunder crowns, 

Could you but charge a crown as eaſy 

As you can ſteal one, how twould pleaſe ye! 

thought the lady + at St Cath rine's 

Knew how to ſet you better patterns; 

For this I will not dine with Agmondi ſpam t. 

And for his victuals let a ragman dith em. 


Saturday Night 


On the Little Houſe by the Church- d 6 of 
Caſtleknock. | 


V H OEVER pleaſeth to inquire, 
Why yonder ſteeple wants a ſpire, 
The grey bla fellow, poet Foe ||, 

The philoſophic cauſe will ſhew. 


Once, on a time, a weſtern blaſt, 
At leaſt twelve inches overcaſt, | 
0 e 5, Reckoning 


* An Engliſh Billing paſſeth for thirteen pence in Treland. 

ꝙ Lady Montcaſhel. 

t Agmondſham Veſey, Eſq; a very worthy gentleman for whom 
the author had a great eſteem. 


| Mr Bzamonr, of Trim. 
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Reckoning roof, weather cock and all, 
Which came with a prodigious fall: 
And tumbling topſy-turvy round, 
Light with its bottom on the ground. 


For by the laws of gravitation, 
It fell into its proper ſtation. 


This is the little ſtrutting pile, 
You ſee juſt by the church-yard ſtile ; 
The walls in tumbling gave a knock, 
And thus the ſteeple got a ſhock ; 


From whence the neighbouring "ny calls 


The * knock; the vicar evall; *, 


The vicar once a week creeps in, 
Sits with his knees up to his chin ; 
Here conns his notes and takes a whet, 
Till the ſmall ragged flock is met. 


A traveller, who by did paſs, 
Obſerv'd the roof behind the graſs; 
. On tip-toe ſtood, and rear'd his ſnout, 
And ſaw the parſon creeping out; 
Was much ſurpriz'd to ſee a crow 
Venture to build his neft ſo low. 


A ſchool-boy ran unto't and thought, 


The crib was down the blackbird caught, 


A third, who loſt his way by night, 

Was forc'd, for ſafety, to alight, 

And ſtepping o'er the fabric roof, 
His horſe had like to ſpoil his hoof, 


Warburten took it in his noddle, | 
This building was deſign'd a model, 


* Rev. Archdeacon WAL L 3, 


or, 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 


Or, of a pigeon- -houſe, -or oven, 

To bake one loaf, and keep one dove in. 
Then Mrs Jobnſen “ gave her verdict, 
And every one was pleas'd that heard it: 
All that you make this ſtir about, 

Is but a till without a ſpout. | 

The Rev'rend Dr Raymond + gueſs'd, 


More probably than all the reſt; | 
He ſaid, but that it wanted room, | 
It might have been a pigmy's tomb. 
The doctor's family came by, 
And little miſs began to cry; 


Give me that houſe in my own hand 5 


Then madam bid the chariot ſtand, | 


Call'd to the clerk in manner mild. 
Pray reach that thing, here, to the child, 
That thing, I mean, among the kale, 
And here's to buy a pot of ale. 43 


The clerk ſaid to her in a best; s 
What ? ſell my maſter's country ſeat ? 
Where he comes ev'ry week from town; ; 
He would not ſell it for a crown. 
Poh! fellow keep not ſuch a pother, 

In half an hour thou'lt build another. 


Says Nancy f, I can make for . 
A finer houſe ten times than this; _ 
The dean will give me willow-ſticks, 
And Joe my apron full of bricks, | 

: 8 c 3 


* A friend of the author's. 
+ Miniſter of Trim, 
1 The waiting woman. 
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Probatur aliter, 


Long-car'd beaſt, and a field- houſe for cattle, | 
Among the cattle does often rattle. | 
A long-ear'd beaſt, a bird that prates, 
The bridegroom” s firſt gift to their mates, 
Is by all pious chriſtians thought, | 
In clergymen the greateſt fault. | 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and woman of Eudbr, 
If your wife be a ſcold that will mend her. 
With a long-ear'd beaſt, and med'cines uſe, 
Cooks make their fool look tight and ſpruce. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and holy fable, 
Strengthens the ſhoes of half the rabble. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and Rheniſb wine, 
Lies in the lap of ladies fine. 
A long-ear'd beaſt and Flanders college, 
Is Dr7 to my knowledge. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and building knight: "7 
Cenſorious people do in ſpight. | 
MA long-ear'd beaſt; and bird of night, 
We finners are too apt to ſlight. | | 
A long-ear'd beaſt, a ſhameful vermin, | 
A judge will eat, tho' clad in ermin. | 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and Jriſb cart, 
Can leave a mark and give a ſmart. 
A long-ear'd beaſt in mud to lie, 
No bird in air ſo ſwift can fly. 
A long-ear'd beaſt and a ſputt ring old whig, 
I wiſh he were in it and dancing a jig. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and liquor to write, 
Is a damnable ſme]! both morning and night. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and the child of a ſheep, 
At whiſt they will make a deſperate ſweep. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and 'till midnight you ſtay, 
Will cover a houſe much better than clay. 


oy long- 
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A long-ear'd beaſt, and the drink you love on 
You call him a ſloven in earneſt or jeſt, 4 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and the ſixteenth letter, 
I'd not look at all, unleſs I look'd better, 
A long-ear'd beaſt give me, and eggs unſound, 
Or elſe I will not ride one inch of ground. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, another name for jeer, 
To ladies ſkins there is nothing comes ſo near. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and kind noiſe of a cats 
ls uſeful in journies take notice of that. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, and what ſeaſons your beef, 
On ſuch an occaſion the law gives relief. 
A long-ear'd beaſt, a thing that force muſt drive in, 
Bears up his houſe, that's of I Oy eee 


To a friend who had been Much n in 
many different libels. 


HE greateſt monarch may be ſtabb'd by night, 
And fortune help the murd'rer in his flight; 

The vileſt rufian may commit a rape, 
Yet ſafe from injured innocence eſcape; 
And calumny, by working under ground, 
Can, unreveng'd, the greateſt merit wound; 
What's to be done? Shall wit and learning chuſe 
To live obſcure, and have no fame to loſe ? 
By cenſure frighted out of honour's road, 
Nor dare to uſe the gifts by heaven beſtow'd 
Or fearleſs enter in thro' virtue's gate, 
And buy diſtinction at the deareſt rate. 
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— 22. promittit „ Cives, urbem, Abi curæ, 
Imperium fore, et Italiam, et delubra Deorum; 
Duo patre fit natus, num ignota matre inhoneſtus, 
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Omees mortales curare, et quarere cogit. 
Tune Syri, Dame, aut Dionyſi filius audes 
Dejicere e ſaxo cives, aut tradere Cadmo ? 
Hos. Lib. i. Sat. vi. ver. 34- 39 


Tranſlated literally. 


| Whoever. promiſeth (in the ſenate) to take the city of 


Rome) and the citizens under his care, nay, the whole 
empire, Italy, and the temples of the gods; ſuch a 
man compelleth all mortals curiouſly to inquire 
from what father he ſprung, and whether his mo- 
ther were ſome obſcure diſhonourable female. (The 

people would cry out) What, thou, the fon of Cyrus*, 

or Damas*, or Diony/ius*, dareſt thou caſt our citi- 
zens down the Tarpeian rock, or deliver them pri- 
ſoners to Cadmus f. | 


PARAPHRASED. 


T* noiſy T— (1) ſhould in the S- n-te prate, 

That he would anſwer both for church and ſtate ; ; 
And, further to demonſtrate his affection, 
Would take the kingdom into his protection : 

All mortals muſt be curious to inquire, 

Who could this coxcomb be, and who his fire fs 
What ! thou the ſpawn of him (2) who ſham'd our iſle, 
That traitor, aſſaſſin, informer vile. 

Though by the female ſide (3) you proudly bring, 
To mend your breed, the murderer of a king; 
What was thy grandſire (4) but a mountaineer, 

Who held a cabbin 0 ten . a 1 $9 77 


| Whoſe 
S Uſual names by french at . ps 
Calmus was a lictor, an officer who ſeized on criminals, like 


a conſtable, or meſſenger of the- of C 
(1) Sir 7 .. 
(2) The father of Sir 7 --, „1, who engaged in 


a plot to murder King William III. but, to avoid being hanged, 
turned informer againſt bis aſſociates, for which he was rewarded 
with a good eſtate, and made a baronet. 
(3) C--d--g ns family, &c. . 
4) A 1 — thieving cottager under Mr Moore, net at 


ch! aſſizes to be hanged ſor ſtealing cows. 
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Whoſe maſter, Moore (5) preſerved: bim from the hal. | 


ter, 
For ſtealing cows, nor could he read YE Plalter ? bo 
Durſt thou, ungrateful, from the S-n-te chace 
Thy founder's grandfon (6) and uſurp bis place be 
Juſt heaven! to ſee the dunghill daftard"brood 
Survive in thee, and make the proverb es 00. 
Then vote a worthy citizen (8) to jail, 
In ſpight to juſtice, and refuſe his bail. 


It is well known, that queen = had nominated Dr 
Swift to an Engliſh biſhopric, which, was oppoſed by 
99 Sharp, archbiſhop of York, and the dutc heſs of So- 
merſet, who had prevailed on his grace to go with her 
to the queen to lay aſide the nomination, which 
her majeſty refuſed ; but, the dutcheſs falling on 
her knees, and ſhewing the following, prophecy to 
majeſty, the biſhopric was given to another. See 
the poem, 7 he Author on himſelf, vol. vii, # 104, 


The 1. radon Bens, 


Abou three months ago at Ye, a eee 


widow was buried in the Chyfters. In digging the 

grave, the ſexton ſtruck againſt a ſmall leaden coffer, 
about half a foot in length, and four inches wide. The 

poor man expecting he had diſcovered a treaſure, open. 
ed it with ſome "Gcoleys but found only a ſmall 
parchment, rolled; up very faſt, put into a leather caſe; 
which caſe was tied at ns. top, ea en N 
1 959 t 


( $) The ander of Guy bats. Eſq; whe procured him a 
pardon, 

(9) Guy Moore was fairly eledt ed member of P. for Clon- 
mell : but Sir T------ depending upon his intereſt with a certain 
party then prevailing, and ſince known by the titie of Par ſon- bun- 
ters, petitioned the houſe againſt bim, out of Which he was turned 
vpon pretence of bribery, which the paying of his lawful debts was 
then voted to be. 

(7) Save a thief from the allows; and he will cut __ thioat 

(8) Mr CG—— F——, a very honeſt and eminent printer in 


Dutlin, who was voted to Newgate upen a ridiculous „ of 


one ſerjeant Betteſwworth, 
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St George, hs impreſſion on black wax, very rude and 
Gothic. The parchment was carried to a gentleman 
of learning, who found in it the following lines, writ- 
ten in a black old Engliſb letter, and in the orthogra- 
phy of the age, which ſeems to be about two hundred 
years ago. I made a ſhift to obtain a copy of it; but 
the tranſcriber, I find, hath in many parts altered the 
ſpelling to the modern way. The original, as I am in- 
formed, is now in the hands of the ingenious Dr 
 W——, F. R. S. where, I ſuppoſe, the curious will 
not be refuſed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing it. 

The lines ſeem to be a ſort of prophecy, and writ- 
ten in verſe, as old prophecies uſually are, but in a very 
hobbling kind of meaſure. Their meaning is very dark, 
if it be any at all: of which the learned reader can 
judge better than I: however it be, ſeveral perſons 
were of opinion, that they deſerved to be publiſhed, 
both as they diſcover ſomewhat of the genius of a for- 
mer age, and may be an amuſement to the preſent, 
W HEN a holy black Sorelle (a), the ſon of Bog, 

With a, ſarnt at his chin, and a. /cal at his fob: 
Shall not ſee one (6) New-year's-day in that 42857 
Then let old Euglond make good chear ; - 
Windſor and Briflow then ſhall be 
Joined together in the Low-Countree. 
Then ſhall the tall black c) Deventry Bird 
Speak againſt peace right many a word; 
And ſome ſhall admire his conyng wit, ? 
For many good groats his tongue ſhall ſlit, + | 
But ſpight of the Harpy (d) that crawls on all four, 
There ſhall = peace, pardie, and war no more. 


But 


(a) Dr 6 biſhop of Briftl, was one of the plenipo- 
tentiaries at the peace of Utrech:, 
_ (6) There was then eleven days difference between the Old and 
New Stile, which latter did not. take place in Great Britain and 
Ireland, until it was introduced by act of parliament, to comme nce 
Sept. 2. 1752, when eleven days were e and "ou next * 
was called Sept. 144. | 

c Earl of NoTTINGHAM. 
(4)Duke of MArLBOROUGH. 


But Fnglond, muſt cry alack and well a- day, 
If the Stict be taken from the dead Sea. 
And dear Exglond, if ought I underſtond, 
Beware of Carrots from Northumberlond (1). 
Carrots ſown 7 bynne (2) a deep root may get, 
If ſo be they are in Sommer ſet. 
Their (3) Conyngs mark thou, for I have been told, 
They a/affine when young, and pe//ox when old. 
| Root out theſe Carrots, O thou (4), whoſe name, 
Is backwards and forwards always the ſame; 
And keep cloſe to thee always that name, 
Which (5) backwards and forwards is almoſt the Wi 
And Englond wouldſt thou be happy al. 
Bury thoſe Carrots ander a (0) * 


VERSES, 


* 


(1) Lady Elizabeth P arg, ; fole daughter and heir of Feceline Pers 
ey, . Nortbumber . was married to Charles Seymore, Duke 
of Somer ſet 


(2) Thomas Thynne, Eſa; a gentleman of very great eftate, who 


was courting the above lady, after the death of ber firſt husband 
Henry Cavendiſb, Earl of Ogle, only ſon to Henry, Duke of Neu- 
caſtle, who died before he was of age to cohabit with her; being 
ſet up n in the Hay- Marlet, London, was murdered by Count Co- 
ning ſmark, a Poliſb nobleman, (who. paid his addrefles to this lady, 
but was refuſed) and two rufians, who ſhot Mr Thynne in his coac 
The Count made his eſcape, but the others were hanged. There 
is a monument in F:fiminſter- Abbey, erected to the memory of Mr 
Thy nne, with ſome hieroglyphac figures, We the manner of 
his murder. | 

(3) Count Coning ſmark. | : 

(4) Anna Regina. | | 

(s) Lady Maſpam. 

(6) Lady Mafham's maiden name was Hl. 
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VERSES oecaſioned by the ſudden dry- 
vg up of ST PATRICK'S WELL near 
Trinity College, e Dublin, in 172 "cit 


V holy zeal inſpir'd, and led by fame (1), 
1” To'thee, once fav'rite iſle, with joy I came; 
What time the Gotb, the Vandal, and the Hun, . 
Had my own native [taly (2) o'er run. 
Jerne, to the world's remoteſt parts, 
Renown'd for valour (3), policy, and arts. 


Either from Colcbari(4),-withithe dest, rg! 
Jaſon arriv'd two thouſand years before. | 
le the a Thee, 


as 
ny 


% * 


(1) Feſtus Avienus flouriſhed in 370. See his poem De oris Ma- 
ritimis, where he uſes this expreſſion concerning Ireland, * Inſula 
t ſacra et fic Inſulam dixere priſci ; eamque late gens Hibernorum 
4% colit.** : | 5 | | 

(2) /raly was not properly the native place of St Patrick, but the 
place of bis education, and whence! he received his miſſien; and 
beca i ſe he had his new: birth there, hence, by poetical licence, and 
by ſcripture fi eure, our author calls that country his native Italy. 

© (3) Julius Solinus, who lived about the time of Jacitus, in the 
year 80, Chap. 21 ſpeaking of the Iriſb as a wariike nation, ſays, 
that the wives in Ireland, when delivered of a ſon, give the child 
its firſt food off the point of their busband's ſword. © | Puerpera, 
4, ſi quando marem edidit, primos Cibos Gladio imponit mariti, 
4 inque os Parvuli ſummo mucrone auſpicium alimentorum leviter 
ec infert et gentilibus votis optat, non aliter quam in bello et inter 
e arma mortem oppetat.*” Again, * Precipua viris gloria eſt in 
& armerum tutelaa %%%%»ͤͤ 5-0 477 14 9 
Pioelydore Vergil ſa ye, they were diſtinguiſhed for their skill in mu- 
fic. “ Hiberni ſunt muſicæ peritiſſimi. So Grra/dus Cambrenſis, 
who was preceptor to King Jobn, in his Topographia Hiberniæ, 
Chap. 11. In muſfiics ſolum, prez omni nat:one quam vidimus, 
6 incomparabiliter eſt inſtructa gens hæc. bw 

(4) Orphers, or the antient authoi of rhe Greek poem on the A- 
gonautic expedition, whoever he be, ſay+, that Jaſon, who manned 
the ſhip Argos at Theſſaly, ſailed to Ireland. And Adrianus Junius 

ſays the ſame thing in theſe lines, | | 


Ila ego ſum Graiis, olim glaciales Terne : - 
DiRa, et Jaſoniz Puppis bene cognita nautis. 
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Thee (5) happy iſland, Pallas call'd_her o, 
When haughty Britain was a land unknown. 
From thee, with pride, the Ca/edonians (6) traced, -- 


The glorious founder of their kingly race: 


Thy martial ſons, whom-now they dare deſpiſe, 

Did once their land ſubdue and civiliz ee: 

Their dreſs, their language, and the Scoteiſb dane, A 

Confeſs the ſoil from whence the victors came. 
Well may they boaſt that antient blood, 3 
Within their veins, who are thy younger * 

A conqueſt and a colony from thee, 

The mother- kingdom left her children free; 

From thee no mark of flavery they felt, | 

Not ſo with thee thy baſe invaders dealt; 

Invited here to e Moraxgh” 3 at d % 


Vor. Xu D d | bes 2 


( 5) "Cogan in FR life of Jul Agrico's ws thet the: chighbars 


.of Ireland, on. account of their commerce, were better known to 
the trading part of the warld, than thoſe of Britain. Solum, 


66 celumque, et ingenia coltofque hominum, haud multum a Bri- 
4 f annia differunt; melius aditus, portuſque per commercia et ne- 


6 gotiatores copniti. T 

(6) Fordun, in his —— Heber  Boethius, e 
and all the Scorch hiſtorians agree, that Fergus, fon of Ferquard 
King of Ireland, was the firft King of Scotland, which country he 


ſubdued. That he began to reign 330 years before the Chriſtian 


era, and in; returning to vifit his native country, was ſhipwrecked 
on thoſe rocks in-th- county of, Antrim. which from that accident 
have been fince named Carrickfergus. His deſcendants reigned after 
him in Scotland; for the crown was ſettied on bim and his lineal 
ſucceſſors, © See 'the liſt of the Kings os Scotland in Hector Bortbius 
and George Buchanan, which begins thus: 1.  Ferguſius primus 
* Scotorum rex, filius Ferquardi regis Hibernie, regnare »ncepit 
«© anno ante Chrifti ſervatoris in carnem adventum-trecenteſimo 
« trigeſimo. Regnavit annis'xxv et, naufraꝑio perüt ad Scopulum 
66 Ferguſii (Cragfergus vernacule) in mari Hiberniæ. 

The Iriſb language and habit are ſtill retained in the northern 
parts of Scotland, where the Highlanders ſpeak the Iriſb tongue: and 
uſe their antient dreſs. As to the name Scotland, Camden de Hiber- 
nin mentions it from the authority of Iſuore and Beda, that 1 
called Ireland Scatia, and that S:otiand was termed Scotia a Scotis In- 
 colis, et inde Scotiæ nomen cum cotii in Britanniant noftram commipraſſo. 
Bede, Lib. i. cap. 1. ſays, Hibernia propria Scotorum patria, 

(7): In the reign vt King Henry II. Dermot M*Morough, King of 


| . being deprived of his kingdom * Rederick O Connor, 9 | 


, 
I * 2 —— 
IRS. oY 
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Thoſe whom they could not conquer, they betray'd. 
Britain, by thee we fell, ungrateful iſle! 
Not by thy valour, but ſuperior guile: 


Britain, with ſhame confeſs, this land of mine 8) by 


"Firſt taught thee human knowledge and divine; 
My prelates and my ftudents, ſent from hence, 
Made your ſons converts both to God and ſenſe : 
Not like the paſtors of thy rav'nous breed, 


Who come to fleece the flocks, and not to feed. 


> "$05. * * "& * % - 0 5 BY 8 f 0 OR. 
| 1 „„ W retched 
: — 4 . 4 4 - 4 7 ; 


* 


of Connaught, he invited the Engliſh over as auxiliaries, and premi- 
ſed Richard Strangbow, Earl oft Pembroke, his dau hter, and all his 
dominions as a portion. By this aſſiſtan ce M*Morough recovered 
his crown, and Strangboco became poſſeſſed of all 2 After 
this, more forces being ſent into Irela d, the Engliſh became power - 
ful here; and when Henry II, arrived, the 705 Princes ſubmitted 
to his government, and began to uſe the Exgliſß laws. | 

; (8) St Patrick arrived in Ireland in the year 431, and compleat- 
ed the converſion of the natives, which had been begun by Palladius 


and others. And as Biſhop Nicbe/ſon obſerves, (who was better ac- 


-quainted with the contents of all the antient hiſtories of both king. 
doms than any man of the age) Ireland ſoon became the fountain of 
.Jearning, to which all the weftern Chriſtians, ac well as the Zngi/þ 


bad; recourſe, not only for inſtruction in the principles of reli ion, 


but in all ſorts of literature; wz. Legendi er Scholaftice Fruditionis 


gratia. For within a century after the death of St Patrick, the 
[Triſh ſeminaries of learning inereaſed to ſuch a degree, that moſt 
parts of Europe ſent hither their children to be educated, and had 


from hence both their Biſbops and Doctors. See venerable Bede, an 


Engliſh hiſtorian of undoubted credit, Hiſt, Eccleſ. lib. iii. cap. 4, 
7, 10, 11, 27.- Among other Iriſb apoſtles, he ſays, Saint. Columb 


converted all the Pi#s, and many ather Britons ; and that Saint 


Aidan was the inſtructor of King Ofevald"s Saxon ſubjects in Chriſti- 
-anity. Camden in Hibernia writes; Subſequente ætate, Scoticis 
c monarchis nihil ſanctius, nihil eruditius fuerit, et in univerſam 
cc Europam fanctiſſimorum virorum examina emiſerint“ He ſays 
further, that they not only repaired to Jre/and, as to the mart of 
learning, but alſo brought from thence even the form of their let- 
ters: Angloſaxones etiam noſtri illa ætate in Hibernjam tan- 
C quam ad bonarum literarum mercaturam undique confluxerunt; 
e unde de viris ſanctis ſæpiſſime in noſtris ſcriptoribus legitur; a- 
e mandatus eſt ad diſciplinam in Hiberniam. Indeque noftrates 
4 Saxones rationem formandi literas accepiſſe videantur, quum eo- 
e dem plane charactere uſi fueruit, qui hodie Hibernicis eſt in 

LE alas! 55S A aL FE e . 


= 
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Wretched lerne with what grief I ſee 
The fatal changes time hath made in the. 
The Chriſtian rites I introduc'd in vain : : 44} 
Lo! Infidelity return'd agai mg. 
Freedom and virtue in thy ſons I found. 
Who nom in vice and en are en d. nabolt off 


— 


By faith and pray 8 this nd in ay hand, 
] drove the venom'd ſerpent from thy land ; 8 
The ſhepherd in his bow'r might ſleep or gang (9)... $1. 
Nor dread the adder's tooth, nor en 5 Au 7 


* 


With omens oft I ſtrove to warn he beine, wy 
Omens, the types of thy impending chains. 
I ſent the magpye from the Briiiſb ſoil, © 
With reſtleſs beak thy blooming fruit to ſpoil, 
To din thine ears with unharmonious clack, | 
And haunt thy holy walls in white and black. 
What elf: are thoſe thou ſeeſt in biſhop!s ai 3 
Who crop the nurſeries of learning pere. 
Aſpiring, greedy, full of ſenſeſeſs prate, N 
Devour the church, and chatter to the ſtate. \ „ 

As you grew more degenetate and baſe, 175 J bath 
I ſent you millions of the croaking race 
Emblems of inſects vile who ſpread their ſpawn 
Through all thy land, in armour, fur, and lawn ; 3 
A nauſeous brood, that fills your ſenate walls, 
And in the chambers of your viceroy, crawls,” 


See, where the new- devouring vermin waht! 
Sent in my anger from the land of Hur; - 
With harpy claws it undermines the ground, 

And ſudden ſpreads a num'rous offspring ay 
Th' amphibious tyrant, with his rav'nous band, 
Drains all Lads * of fiſh, of fruits thy land. et ot 
. Where 
6% There are no ſnakes, vipers, or toads in Beim; And even 


frogs were not known here until about the year 1700. The "MIS = 
pyes came a ſhort time before, and the Hem rats ſince, . $3] 


<4 


% o 
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Where is the-ſacred well, that bore my name "FP 
; Fled to the fountain back, from whence it came . + 
Fair freedom's emblem once, which Oe e 
And bleſſings equally on all beſtows. 
Here, from the neighb'ring (10) nurſery of arts, 
The ſtudents drinking, rais'd*theſr wit and parts: 
Here, for an age and more, improv'd their vein, 
Their Phœæbus I, my ſpring their Hipgocrene. 
- Diſcourag'd youths, now all their hopes muſt fail, 
Condemn'd to country cottages and ale; 
To foreign prelates make a ſlaviſh court, 
And by their ſweat procure a mean ſupport ; SF 
Or, for the claſſicks read th” attorney's guide, 


Collect exciſe, or wait upon the tide. 


O! had f been apoſtle to the Sabiſi, 
Or hardy Scot, or any land but this; 

Combin'd in arms, they had their foes defy'd, 

And kept their liberty, or bravely dy'd. 

Thou ſtill with tyrants. in ſucceflion curſt, 

The laſt invaders trampling on the firſt: 
- Nor fondly hope for ſome reverſe of fate. 

Virtue herſelf would now return too late. 

Not half the courſe of miſery is run, 

Thy greateſt evils yet are ſcarce begun. 

Soon ſhall thy ſons, the time is juſt at hand, 
Be all made captives in their native land; ED 
When, for the uſe of no Hibernian born, . 

Shall riſe one blade of graſs, one ear of corn; 

When ſhells and leather ſhall for money paſs, _ 

Nor thy oppreſſing lords (11) afford the braſs. 

But all turn leaſers to that (12) mongril breed, 

Who Rom thee ſprung, yet Op thy vitals feed 5 


Who 
(0) The vice of Dublin, called Trinity College, » was e | 


by queen Elixabeth in 1591. 
(11) Wood's ruinous projet againſt the people of Ireland, was 


| ſupported by Sir Robert Walpole in 1724. 
(22) The abſentees, who th the income 1 their Fiſh eſtates 


4 upd penſions in England. 
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Who to yon rav*nous iſle thy treaſures bear, 
And waſte in luxury thy harveſts there; 


For pride and ignorance a proverb grown, 
Thayeſt of wits, and to the court unknown. 


I ſcorn thy ſpurious and degenerate line, 
And from this a how patronage Tags | 


To the Ws Mr DAxIEI. Jack so, to be 


humbly preſented by Mr SRERI DAN in 


Perſon, with Reſpect, Care, and Speed. 


To be delivered by and with Mr SnIRIDAN. 


Dear Dax, | — HE CARR 1903 FS 


ERE I return my truſt, os Gs ds 
One penny for remittance; _ 1 
If I have well perform'd my taſk, 
Pray ſend me an acquittance. 


Too Jong I bore this weighty pack, | „ A 
A s Hercules the ſky, _.: „„ 
Now / take him you, Dan Atlas, back, ns 
Let me be ſtander-by. . 5 


Not all the wittty things you peak, 
In compaſs of a day; + | 5, 
Not half the puns you make a week, e 


Should Aur his nter Mage! a ee 1 


With me on leſt him out at os. 
Vet are you not my debtor; 
For, as he hardly can be worſe, 
I ne'er could make him 8 n 
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" He rhimes and puns, and puns and rhimes, Mary: 
| Juſt as he did before; þ 4 WE mg 10 * „ 
And when he's laſh'd a hundred times, 8 
He rhimes and puns the more. 7 


When rods are laid on ſchool-boys bums, 
The more they frisk and ſkip: : 
The ſchgol-boy's top but louder hums, 

ex more ny" uſe the "whip... 


Thus, a 5 4 beaſt Babenth a ined... ; 
(A beaſt of ri breed) 4 

Will, in a tedious dirty road, 
Outga the n ſteed. 


You knock him down and down. 5 in vain, 
And lay him flat before ye; 

For, ſoon as he gets up again, 
He'll ſtrut and crys Victoria! 


At ev ry ſtroke of mine, . 
Tiis true he roar'd and cry'd ; | 

But his impenetrable ſhell 
Could feel no harm police, ; i 


5, The ae War. wich motion flow, 


Will clamber up a wall ; 4 
Yet, ſenſeleſs to the hardeſt blow, © 1 1 117 


Gets fiothing but a fall, 


Dear Dar, then, why ſhould: you or OY: 


Attack his pericrany ? h 
And fince it is in vain to try, 42 
We'll ſend * to Delany. * 


POSTSCRIPT. 


5 town Tom, when I ſaw him, laſt week, on his horſe awry, 


Threat'n'd loudly to turn me to ſtone with us ſorcery. 
But, 
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But, I think, little Dan, that in en of what. our 
neee wa 

He will find I read iO d, and hib eee 
For omitting the firſt (where I make a compariſon, 
With a ſort of alluſion to Putland or Harriſon) ? 
Yet by my deſcription, you'll find; he in 1 om 
A pack and a garran, a top and a tortoiſe. .*” 1: / 


80 1 hope from ene nenn, will ak, can 


PE I maul * eln 
This teazing, ode rode; infoledy Miel? 
And, if this rebuke might turn to his benefit, 

(For I pity the od I Dope, then. be 79 * of i it. 


A Copy Gf? a Copy of Vertes Rom 


Tu OAS SHEA I: YA thi Clerk, to 


GEORGE N1 N EQ 


Written Fuly 15th, 1721, at Night. 


T? have you. t' know. George, Dar, Dean, and Nie, 
That I've learned how verſe t compoſe trim, 
Much better b'half th'n you, n'r you, n'r him, a1 
And th't I'd rid'cule their, 'nd your flam flim, 
Ay? b't then, p'rhaps ſays you, t's a m 'Try whim, 
With *bundance of mark't notes i” th' rim, | 5 
So th't I ought n't for t' be moroſe nd t' look grim, 
Think n't your Ante put m' in a meagrim. ; ait 26; 
Though, n rep't't'on day, Uppear ver ſlim 
Th' laſt bowPt Helſham' s did m' head t' ſwim, | 


„ 


So th't I h'd man' aches” n vy ſcrubbꝰd limb, : + it f 


Cauſe th top of th e 1 1 ic t eb: = 


F & AJ 1 
: * . w. 4. = And 


1 Gxonar RocuronT, Eſq; | 
2 His brother JonN Rocnrokr, called ner ee be. was 
a great hunter, from Niuus oo. eau s ry 


3 The Rey, Mr DANIEL Jacxon,. e 


. 


4 . ex of St obs clas TEN e 


1 
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And b'ſides 9 D'las fears th't Ph'd Gala Owe! 


brim- 
mers, nd that my vis'ge's: cov'r'd o'r hd 1d pim- 
ples: m'r'o nnen ſeull were tis n't) Wen 
tim- 
er, t muſt he ad. Thy: clans of th* eledge 
5 Sanh'drim, g 
pres'nt th'r — Ahe fect' nate a that's 
t'fay, D'lan', *chlin, P. Lual, Dic St wart, H Gan, 
en nals 2 'nks Fines. 97 275 


r „ Eſq; to Mr 
SRI DAN, on his Verſes, written July 
5 15. 1721, at ten in the morning. 


EAR Sheridan ; 3 loving pair [ 


Of Galfown lads . (for ſo . me 
Bete a brace of grave divine, 
Adore the ſmoothneſs of thy lines: 


Smooth as our bafon's gentfe flood, 


Ere George had robb'd it of its mad, © 
Smoother than Pegaſas old ſhoe, © „„ 
Ere Vulcan comes to make him new. 

Compar'd with which (and that's en! 

A ſmoothing i iron, itfelf i ts rock. 


Nor praiſe we lefs that circamcifion, 
By modern poets, call' 4 lion; 

Which in its proper ſtation plac'd, LET 1 EXP 
Makes thy verſe ſmooth, and makes them laſt 
Thus a;wiſe tay lor i is not Pinehing, | 

Bat turns, at every ſeam, an inch i in. 
Or, 


80 ” Bf 


* Dr Detany. 8 0 | | 
6 Mr SToyyonD of Finglas, miniſter of thar pr, 5 laren. 


biſhop of Cloyne.  _. 52 
The county ſeat of Lend Chief 3 Rocnyox' r. 


i 


— 


Fd 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 


Or, elſe be ſure, your broad cloath breeches)” 


Will ne'er be ſmooth, nor bold the ſtitches. 


Thy verſe like bricks, defy the weather, 
When ſmooth'd by rubbing them together: 


Thy words ſo cloſely wedg'd, and ſhort are, : T3: 0 
10 a; ſ 


Like walls, more lasting without mortar: 
By leaving out the needleſs vowels, © 
You ſave the charge'of lime. and'trowels, 
One letter ſtill another locks; | 
Each groov'd, and dove- tail'd, like a box. 
Thy muſe is tuck'd up, and ſuccint; 
Is chains, thy ſyllables are link d. 

Thy words together ty'd in wacher N 
Cloſe, as the Macedonian phalanx: 1 
Or, like the umbo of the Nemans,, 


Which fierceſt foes cou'd. break by NY ER : ; 


The critic to his coſt will find, 

How firmly theſe indentures bind, 

So in the kindred painter's art, ” 
The ſhort'ning 3 is the niceſt pure. WD 


Philologers of future loc... +. 
How will they pore upon thy pages ?. 
Nor will they dare to break to jointa, 
But help thee to be read with points. 
Or elſe, to ſhew their learned labour, you © 

May backward be perus'd like nee: 

Wherein they need not loſe a bit, 

Or, of thy harmony, or wit. : 

To make a work compleatly fine, 
Number, and weight, and meaſure join. . 
Then all muſt grant, your lines are weighty, 
Where thirty weigh as much as eighty. 
All muſt allow, your numbers more, 


— 


2 1 
4 &3 
+ 
1 
3 
* 
* 4 
1 ” 
Fr * 
5 
: # 


Where forty 5 exceed fourſcore. 1 1 82 


Nor can we think your meaſure beg 
Where leſs than forty fill a quart. 


With : 


— 54 
15 
i] 
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Than thoſe on which mou w_ writ, 


03 


With ee in the cloſe, „„ 
Long, long, long, as like Dar” $ long noſe, „„ 


— 


A Dillogie between an eminent * Lawyer r, 
and Dr Swirr, D. S. P. D. Being a 4 
Alluſion to the Firſt Satyr of the Second 
Book of Hornce e quibus in Sa- 
„ 


Written February 1 1728. 


8 INC D is are e perſons who complaia 5 
There's too much ſatyr in my vein, 
That I am often found exceeding 

The rules of raillery and breeding, 
With too much freedom treat my betters, 


Not ſparing even men of letter?2?2?s? 


You, who are ſkill'd in lawyers lere, 


What's your advice? Shall I . 
Nor ever fools or knaves expoſe 185 
Either in verſe or hum'rous proſe, 


And to avoid all future ill, 


In my ſerutore lock up my quill 1 : 585 


Since you are pleas'd to condeſcend . 
To aſk the judgment of a friend, 


Vour caſe conſider'd, I muſt chin ee 


You ſhould withdraw from pen and ink, 


Forbear your poetry and jokes, 93 
And live like other Chriſtian folks; 21S 


Or, if the Muſes muſt inſpire 
Your fancy with their pleaſing fire, 
Take ſubjects ſafer for your wit, 


commend 
s Mr Lindsar, be was awards a * of the — one. 


* * 
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Commend the times, you thoughts correct, © "ef 
Ard follow the ene. N . 
Aſſert that Hyde ®, in writing ſtory, | 
Shews all the malice of a Tory, 
While Burnet + in his deathleſs page, 
Diſcovers freedom without. rages 
To Woolften t recommend our youth 
For learning, probity, and truth, | 
That noble genius who unbinds 
The chains which fetter free-born minds, + 
Redeems us from the ſlaviſh fears 4 
Which laſted near two thouſand Years: [x 
He can alone the prieſthood Ns.” a 
Make gilded Wen and n tumble. 


— 


7 x - < 1 1 4 & 4 
kv. s 7 : 


Muft T contend againſt ny conſcience Y; 
Such ſtupid blaſphemy and nonſenſe ?' +1 
To ſuch'a fubje& tune my Tyre, oo nt, 
And ſing like one of Milton's med | 
Where devils to a vale retreat, £245 e 
And call the laws of wiſdom fats 11 d 3 31881 
Lament upon their hapleſs fall, > TN 
That force free virtue ſhould enthral ? 
Or, ſhall the charms of wealth and Pow r pang 
Make me pollute the Muſes bow Tx : 


As from the tripod. of Hpolls, F g 
Hear from my deſk the words that follow „ 
Some by philoſophers miſled, _ ES, e 
Muſt honour you alive and dead'; mn 
And ſuch as know what Greece bath writ FORE LOS 


Muſt taſte your irony and wit. 
White 


— 


Ea Earl of Clarendon, who wrote of the avi wars began in the 


year 1641. 5 4 * 
+ Biſhop of Salitbury, 1 55 wrote the hiſtory of his own times, 


6 
t A aden clergyman of the church of England, who wrote 


againſt the miracles of our Saviour. 


3 


384 4U FOB/MS ON 17 - 
While moſt that are, or would be EN ar 
Muſt dread your pen, your perſon hate, 
And you on Drapier's hill o muſt lye, 

_ there without a min N 


© 
wo. 


Pavius By Mr LYwbSar. 


5 | Dublin, Sepr. 7, 156. 


8 L Av E to crowds, n with the fur | 
mer's heats, _ | - 
In courts the wretched lawyer wills. and . 1 
While ſmiling nature in her beſt attire, _ 
Regales each ſenſe, and vernal joys inſpire. 
Can he who knows that-real good ſhould pleaſe, 
Barter for gold his liberty and eaſe? _ 

Thus Paulus preach'd :— When ent'ring at the 8 | 
Upon his board a client pours the ore: 
He graſps the ſhining gift, pores o'er the cauſe, 

Forgets the ſun, and Ar on Ae; n Mo fs tA 


The ANSWER. By Dr s 12 5. 


— 


YNDSAY attire he matter quite, 5 
; And honeſt Paulus judges right. Sink 
Then, why theſe quarrels to the ſun, | 
"Without whoſe aid you're all undone, ©» | 
Did Paulus e 0: complain of ſweat 1 
Did Paulus e er the ſun forget? 

The influence of whofe golden beams, 
Soon licks up all unſav'ry ſteams. 

The ſun, you ſay, his face hath kiſt: =} 
It 1 oe Haw _ it coy his fiſt EL Dd CL: 
Went tes < True 


© F * 5 % _— i Y f 5 $ 6. 222 * £4 7 * 0 7 ys , e 1 
In the ty of | 
e coun 7 OI | 5 i 


* %, 
Y 


— 
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True lawyers for the wiſeſt ends, 

Have always been Apolle's friends. © 

Not for his ſuperficial powers 

Of ripening fruits, or gilding Many" 
Not for inſpiring poets brains, 05 
With pennyleſs and ſarv'ling ſtrains; 
Not for his boaſted healing art; | 
Not for his ſkill to ſnodt the dart; 
Nor yet becauſe he ſweetly fiddles; 

Nor for his prophecies in riddles : 

But for a more ſubſtantial cauſe, _ 
Apello's patron of the laws; 

Whom Paulus ever muſt adore, 

As parent of the golden ore. 


By Phezbus an inceſtuous birth, 
Begot upon his grandame earth. 
By Phetus firſt produc'd to light, 

By Vulcan form'd ſo round and bright; 
Then offer'd at the ſhrine of _—_ 

By clients to her prieſts and \tenſioos 3: 3 

Nor, when we ſee Air æa ſtand 

With even balance in her hand, . 
Muſt we ſappoſe ſhe hath in view, 

How to give ev'ry man his due; 

Her ſcales, you ſee her only hold, 


To weigh her prieſts, the lawyers gold. th 2 
Now ſhould I own your caſe was grievous, |. 


Poor ſweaty Paulus, who'd believe us? 
Tis very true, and none denies 
At leaſt that ſuch complaints are wiſe . 
Tis wiſe no doubt, as elients fat ye more, 
To ery, like ſtateſmen, Quanta patimur ? 


But, fince the truth muſt needs be Rretched, 
To prove that lawyers are * ima 8 


This 


<4a6 :: POEMS: ON/ 
This SOR Pl undertake, 


For Paulus and for Lynd/ay's abe. e +1 
By topics, which tho? I abomine em, 
May ſerve as arguments ad hominem ; | 
Yet, I diſdain to offer thole 
Made uſe of by detrafting Wes . 
I own the curſes of mankind, | 
Sit light upon a lawyer's mind; 
The clamours of ten thouſand Babe 3 
Break not his reſt, nor hurt his lungs. 
IJ own, his conſcience always free, 
Provided he has got his fee. 
Secure of conſtant peace within, 
He knows no guilt, who knows no fin. 
Yet, well they merit to be pitied, 
By clients always over - witted. 
And though the goſpel ſeems to ſay, 
What heavy burdens lawyers lay, 
Upon the ſhoulders of their neighbour, 
Nor lend a finger to the labour. 
Always for ſaving their own bacon, 
No doubt the text is here miſtaken. | 
The copy's falſe, and ſenſe is rack'd, 58 
| I 0o prove it, I appeal to fat; | 
| And thus by demonſtration ſhew, 
Mb What burdens lawyers undergo, 
With early clients at his door, 
Tho' he was drunk the night before: 
And, crop-fick with unclub'd for wine, 
The wretch muſt be at court by nine. 
Half ſunk beneath his briefs and bag, 
As ridden by à midnight hag : 
Then from the bar harangues the bench, 
In Exgliſb vile, and viler us ee, PA 


And 


— 
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And Latin, vileſt of the three; 

And all for poor ten ddr fee. 

Of paper, how 1s he profuſe ? 

With periods long, in terms abſtruſe. 

What pains he takes to be prolix? ? 
A thouſand lines to ſtand for fix? | © 

Of common ſenſe without a'word in, 

And is not this a grievous burden? 


The lawyer is a common drudge, 
To fight our cauſe before the judge; {| 
And what is yet a greater curſe, | 
Condemn'd to bear his chent's purle, nee DAS: 
While he at eaſe, ſecure and ligt. 
Walks boldly home at dead of des" e eee e 
When term is ended leaves the town, 
Trots to his country-manfion doẽõon; 
And diſencumber'd of his load. 
No danger dreads e e e A nat 
Deſpiſeth rapparees, and rides n nne 1 #1, 
| Safe through the Newry mountains TY IST T9 
Lynd/ay, tis you have ſet me on, n 
To ſtate this queſtion pro and con. . 
My ſatyr may offend, tis true, 
However, it concerns not you. 4 


I own there 1 may 1n every clan, 
Perhaps be found one honeſt man; 
Yet link them cloſe, in this they jump, 
To be but ſharpers in the lump. 
Imagine Lynd/ay at the bar, | 
He's much the ſame his brethren are. 
Well taught by practice to imbibe 
The fundamentals of his tribe: 
And in his client's juſt defence, 


Muft deviate oft from common ſenſe; „„ 
E 2 And 
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And make his ignorance diſcern'd, 

To get the name of council nd: 

As Lucus comes a non Lucendo, 

And wiſely do as other men do, 

But ſhift him to a better ſcene, 
Among his crew of R in eee 2 70 
Surrounded with compaſſions fit, Lis) 
To taſte his humour, ſenſe, and wide 
You'd ſwear he never took a fee, 

Nor knew his law in A, B, C. | 
Tiis hard where dulneſs over- rules, 
To keep good ſenſe in crowds of fools. 
And we admire the man who ſaves 

His honeſty in crowds of knaves; 

Nor yields up virtue at diſcretion, L 

To VII- ns of his own profeſſon. | 
Lynd/ay, you know what pains you on, 
In both, yet barely ſave your ſtake; 
And will you venture both Der. iu 


To fit among that venal cre s. 
That pack of mimick u dere, M el 45 nen S160 


ert ſtupid, ſlaviſh praters * 
For, as the rabble dawb and. rifle 

The fool who ſcrambles for a trifle, 
Who for his pain is cuff'd and kick'd, 


Drawn through the dirt, his pocket pick'd i | 


You muſt expect the like diſgrace, 


Scrambling with rogues to get a place, , a 1 


Muſt loſe the honour you have gain'd. 
Your num'rous virtues foully ſtain'd: 
Difclaim for ever all pretence 

To common honeſty and ſenſe, 


And join in friendſhip with a ftri@ tye, - 
19 REEFS. 39. and 2145 . N 


- £ . 
3 Fo 1 
* 
, 4, 
; * 
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On De RUN DLE Vihopf band, 


AEK E Rundle biſhop; fye for ame! 
An Arian to uſurp the name! | 
A biſhop in the u , FT OE TT TITER 
How will his brethren maks complaints Bf 
Dare any of the mitred hoſt, Sts 
Confer on him the HoLy. Gnosr; 1 
In mother- church to breed a variance, | 
By co upling Orthodox with Arians 7. 


—_ 
* 
* 
bt 
-, 
*. 


Vet, were he Heathen, Tark,. or Jos 3 
What is there in it ſtrange or new „ 
For, let us hear the weak pretence, „ 
His brethren find. to take offence go on eggs 
Of whom there are but four at moſt, 
Who know there is an Hoy Ghost: 
The reſt, who boaſt they have conferr'd i it, 
Like Paul's Ephefians, never heard'1 it ; 3 


1 
Ai e ; erties But 

L 

* 


And, when they gave it, well is known, an 
TY gave what never was their on. ny ir 4480 
br ; 163 34 DIS) 


R UNDL# a biſhop? well he way'$-. 
He s ſtill a Chriſtian more than they. 1 


We know the ſubject of their 3 = 91 # A 
The man has lead, eue and rn daun! 


\ 4 71 NRW 2 11 
There is a RO Rill more weighty 5 Sib ke Shai lod 
Tis granted he believes a deitit yr: ....... . 


Has ev'ry circumſtance to pleaſe us, CPR 
Though fools may doubt his faith in J. 
But why ſhould he with that be loaded, 
Now twenty years from court exploded ? Te 92 Er 


And, is not this odjection odd dad wh 
From rogues who ne'er believ'd: a God 1 Lhe 5 
E e 3 l For 
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For liberty a champion taut, 3 
Though not fo goſpel-ward devout. 
While others hither ſent to ſave us, 
Came but to plunder and enſlave us 35 
Nor ever own'd a pow'r divine, 
But Mammon, and the G- line. 5 


Say, how did Rundle undetimine em: 
\ Who ſhew'd a better Fu divinum ' 8 WT 
From ancient canons would not vary, . 

But thrice refus d Epiſcopari. pl 


Our biſhop's predeceſſor Maga, | 
Would offer all the ſands of T agus; 

Or ſell his children, houſe, and lands, 
For that one gift, to lay on hands: 
But all his gold could not avail 

To have the Spirit ſet to fale.. 

Said ſurly Peter, Magus, prithee 

Be gone: thy money periſh with thee. 
Were Peter now aliye, perhaps 

He might have found a ſcore of chaps. © 
Could he but make his gift appear 
In rents three thouſand pounds a year, 


Some fancy this promotion odd, 

As not the handy-work of Gov; ö 
Though ev'n the biſhaps diſappointed, - 
Muſt own it made by Gop's Anointed. 
And well we know, the Congee Regal 
Is more ſecure as well as legal. 

Becauſe our lawyers all agree, 

That bimopricks are Held in fee. 


— — —— 


Dear Baldwin hits, Fre N c 
How ſorely I ee r 
"a ES 1 - mane 


— —— Oy rn, rae 19o ae 
_ 
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Should ſlip your time of dropping guineas; t b 
For, had you made the k=— your — Eg BE 
Your title had been ns 9 God tx i - 8 


The FABLE, 1 the Bi's fs" 


Wrote in the Year 191: 5, on an 3 re- 1 
| ee een 8 | = 


1 
1 42 Þt n 


E . 2. >= 


Went here and ig and ev'ry ne 
To find an eaſy place to lay-her, 


At length to Muficts houſe Ca ) he came, bY 
And begg'd like one both blind and lame; 
% My only friend, my dear,” ſaid me, 

1% You ſee tis mere neceſſity, 
% Hath ſent me to your houſe to whelp; 
„ I'll dye, if you deny your help”. 


* n 1 0 
3 +. % 2 * Þ ® 


With fawning whine, and rueful tone, 
With artful ſigh and feigned groan, _ 
With couchant cringe, and flattering. les, 
Smooth Bawty C did fo far prevail; 
That Mufick gave her leave to litter, | 
But mark what followed. Faith, ſhe bit her, 


Whole baſkets full of bits and ſetaps, 
And broth enough to fill her paps, 
For well ſhe knew her num'rous brood, 
For want of — pee * her blood... | 
FE: "726440 ST 21458 WP en 


(a) Muſic's hook, the chit of Es ngland. A M6 384 1 
2) Bawty, (the name of a bitch in Search) tis udes to the <kirk, 


es os ye EE rn SINE — ny * — ns 
- — _ * ** * 


— 
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But when ſhe n were done, el $6: 
And now *twas'high time to be gone';; © | 


In civil terms.“ My friend, ſays ſhe, 7 
« My houſe-you've had on courteſy ; $20 2361 


« And now I earneſtly deſire, 


. That you would wi your cubs retire 7 2 5 1 


« For ſhould you ſtay but one week” longer, 
1 ſhall be ſtary'd with 1 and hunger. i 


- The egy reply'd: — My friend, ys vated 
I muſt a little longer crave; 


« Stay till wy tender cubs can find . 
« Their way—— for now you ſee their blind ; "1 

ce But when we've gather'd 1 I e 9 
« We'll to our barn again repair.” e ages 


The time paſs'd on, ; and Maj my +; 
Her kennel once again to claim; 
But, Bawty, loſt to ſhame and honour, | . 
get all her cubs at once upon her; Ai 461 eli 1 8 
Made her retire and quit her right. l glro 
And loudly ery d a bite, a bite. > at 


: The MOR A L. 


Thus did the Gr ofa wooden horſe, 
Conceal a fatal armed force: £2 
No ſooner brought within the walls, 2 50 ET 
But [1;um's loſt, fon Priam IN. IDS) 5 __ on wins 


©, * 1 
3 wit A . 


Copy of the As Verſes on "Mi 


FORD. 
OM E "i content, ics out it maſt, n T6 
For Stella has betray d her truſt. Sv 101 


And whiſp'ring charg'd me not to ſay, 


That Mr Ford was born to dag 
E 2 nr 3 JT 32 9 64 | £9 ; Or, 


22 
#4 7 5 ; 
8 | * A 2 „ + * , 
* 3 1 354 z £ 4 * Y Z +7 29 U * 
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Or, if at laſt, I needs muff „„ 4 0 
According to my uſual habit, : ODS DD 
She bid me with a ſerious face, 
Be ſure conceal the time and 9 in r 10 . nnd tn 
And not my compliment 1 1 
By calling this your native el, . 
Or vex the ladies when they knew, © i e ou 
That you are turning forty-two ; „ ae: 
But, if theſe topic ks ſhall appear gs 1 x hs 6 5 i, wg 
Strong arguments to keep you here; eee agTG 
I think, though you judge hardly 6. N. 1 77s pos 
Goo manners mult give ne A Profit 1 


* 1 "PF % 


7 i . 
1 G4 , 
. + 


The nymphs with 3 you URN 1 
Are each become a Harri; e A020 goo! . 
And Montague ſo far decay d, ane 5 * 
Her lovers now muſt all be Fa | ON. SH ; 
And ev'ry belle that ſince wee” ; g e « hogs 
Has her cotemporary beau rr. At nd . _—_ k Wen 4 
Your former comrades ones Lo bright 
With whom you toaſted half the K {ns = 
Of rheumatiſm and pox complain ir e 15 
And bid adieu to dear — 5 i! a een Na 


Your great protectors once in eee J e PER 
Are now in exile or the tower. ba a 


Your foes triumphant o'er the laws, $6 warns ba. 
Who hate your perſon and your caſe, 1 

If once they get you on the ſpot, 3 g 5 1a 0 
You muſt be guilty of the Hot. A zeig 5 rac = 2800 9 
For true or falſe they'll, nel er inquire, 1 1 
vos uſe you ten times worſe Shay bur. 02 en 


In London, what would you _ chere ? Eancnst 
Can you, my friend, with patience e. . * BY 
Nay, would it not your paſſion raiſe. %% YE ant 
Worſe hal. a. pun, or . PE” ; ; | | 


CCC 0) $2 yes mr Ire 


Where you have told us from experience 0 
Are Fn of Fog and preſdyterians. 


334 1% * on EY 


To ſee a ſcoundrel firut = 3 | ; 
A foot-boy to ſome rogue director; N 13 
To look on vice triumphant round, . En ia; ft 
And virtue trampled on the 5 . 153 


Obſerve where bloody — ſtands 


With torturing engines in his hands 
Hear him blaſpheme, and ſwear and rail, 

Threat'ning the pillory and jail, _ | 

If this you think a pleafing ſcene, _ 

To London ftrait return again, 


Fn, e b e 1A 
When fortune hither drove me firſts 
Was full as hard to pleaſe as you.. 


Nor. perſons, names, nor places Knew : 1 


But now I act as other fob kee 


Like pris'ners when e N broke. 


1 Med ben. 1 7 
$3 4 EEK L235 +4 1 4 =» * 


"Ty 
1 % 8 : 
** 4 . 
” 7 * * 1 » 
+4 5 preryc xi 47 V4 
you nave Lat 1 carts. | iet nen If) 
PT : 3 
: ; SOLES SA 
4 * : 14 


We'll make a ſmall one here, by ate = 


The diff rence is not mach between 
St James's Park and Stephen's Grens "oo 
And Dawſon: ftreet will + Harun; 2907 2200 1 
To lead you thither, as Palma, t 206 of 
Nor want a paſſage through the ee n . 


To choak your fight, and raiſe your malice.” 


The deanry-houſe may well be matcht 
(Under correction) with the Thatcht (a), 


Nor ſhall I, when you hither come, 
Demand a crown a quart for ſtumm. | 


Then for a middle-aged chamber, FE 
Stella may vye with your main * Charmer, 2 
„ She's 15 


. ) A fameus tavern in St N Gaga near the palace, 


* 
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She's now as handſome ev'ry. bit. o ud SW 
And has a thouſand times her wit. 
The dean and Sheridan, I hope 
Will half ſupply a Gay and eps. 
Corbett, though yet I know his worth not, TT 
No doubt, will prove à good e: eb ak 
I throw into the bargain, T6. 
In London can you equal him 1 7 09 
What thiuk you of my fav'rite von 
Robin and Fack, and Fack and' Dar 5 ; 
Fellows of modeſt worth and pars —* 
With chearful looks agar WAL HOY SAY AT TION 


Can you on Dublin look with ee 1 
Vet here were you and Ormond 3 born. OA 


Oh! were but you and I ſo „U p1T- þ 

To ſee with Robert Gratton's EYES, So os en 0! 
Robin adores that ſpot of earth, '- 

That lit'ral ſpot which gave him birth, 5 
And ſwears Belcamp If is to his taſte,” e 

As fine as Hampton- Court at leaſt. | | 
When to your friends vou wouls: enhance. "Ty | 
The praiſe of hah, or France. adn N. 10% 10 
For grandeur, elegance, and wit, 

We gladly hear you and ſubmit; 


But then to come and keep a clutter, 
For this or that ſide of a gutter. 


To live in this or t'other dle, 5 
We cannot think it worth your „aue 
For take it kindly or amiſ s, 
The diff rence but amounts to this, 


— * 


« 
£ L 
3 2 
" + 


Dr Corbet afterwards dean of St Patrict's cathedral l, Dullis, on 
the death of Dr Saturize, who ſucceeded Dr Swift. 
FF Rev. Robert and Fobn Grafton, brothers 3 A and 6 Hoot 
Fackſon. 2 
1 Butler, che late Doke of Ormond.” 
In — about five miles from Oy” 


— 1 


„„ 


3836 ports e 
We Ra on our ſide the channel, e 


In linen“, and on yours in Handel) 


Vou, for the news are ne'er to ſeek, 
While we, perhaps, may wait a week: 
Von, happy folks, are ſure to meet 


An hundred whores in ev'ry ren 5 


While we may trace all Dublin r 
= Before we find out half” a ſcore.” 


Cn Þ * Fo So 3 L 4 cM : i 15 13 
ty "* 14 * „ 3 0 b 


You ſee my nai are eng: bus 
I wonder you held out ſq long: E Yor 2 4 
But fince you are convinc'd at laſt, HATE: 
We'll pardon you for what 1s paft. 
So let as now for 'whiſt prepare. ry 


Twelve pence a corner 1228 _ 


APETITI ON to Jar { - BIy the Duke of 


Gxar ron. 


Non Domus a Fa Hos. 
BS Dean 8 u K 5 LE Wet 
T was, my lord, the dex 'trous ſhift 
Of t' other Jonathan, viz. Savift, 
But now St Patric#'s ſauey dean, 
With ſilver verge, and ſurplice clean, 
Of Oxford, or of Ormond's grace 
In looſer rhyme to beg a place. 
A place he got, yclep'd a ftall, 
And eke a thouſand pounds withal; 3 
And, were he a leſs witty writer, 


He might as well have got a mitte. 


Thus 1 the Fm, of 88 0 eee 
In S ws may: thanks to 929041 l e 
e „ Afprosen 


* in 2 year 17 there was e n _ AI EPs 
land to bury in w at Leal as, 4 


42216 
- 


— 
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Approach your grace with grateful heart. 5 
My thanks and verſe devoid of art, 
Content with what your bounty . 
No larger income do I crave: 

Rejoicing that in better times 

Grafton require my loyal lines. 
Proud ! while my patron is polite, 

I likewiſe to the patriot write. 

Proud ! that at once I can'commend 
King George's and the Muſe's friend, 
Endear'd to Britain and to thee, 
(Disjoin'd Hibernia, by the ſea) 
Endear'd by twice three anxious years, 
Employ'd in guardian toils and cares; | 
By love, by wiſdom, and by fill, - 
For he has ſav'd thee gainſt thy will. 


But where ſhall Sea make his neſt, 
And lay his wand'ring head to reſt ? | 
Where ſhall he find a decent houſe _ 
To treat his friends, and chear his ſpouſe "A 
Oh! lack, my lord, ſome pretty cure, | 
In wholeſome ſoil, and æther pure; 

The garden ſtor'd with artleſs flowers, 
In either angle ſhady bowers. 
No gay Parterre with coſtly green, 
Within the ambient hedge be ſeen : 
Let nature freely take her courſe,. 
Nor fear from one ungrateful force; 
No ſheers ſhall check her ſprouting vigour, 
Nor ſhape the yews to antic figure: 
A limpid brook ſhall trouts ſupply, 
In May to take the mimic fly 3 * 
Round a ſmall orchard: may it run, 
Whoſe apples redden to the ſun. | 
Vor. X. * | Let | 


* 898 Firszor Duke of Graf then as 
ant of Ireland. 5 15 
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Let all be ſnug, and warm, and neat, 
For fifty turn'd a ſafe retreat. 


A little Euſten may it bes 


Eufton I'll carve on ev'ry tree. 


- But then to keep it in repair, 


My lord twice fifty pounds a year 2; 
Will barely do ; but if your Grace . 5 


Could make chem Banur charming plac ! 
"Thou then would'ft ſhew another face. 


Clegber ! far north, my lord, it lies, 
Midſt fnowy hills inclement fkies ; 
One ſhivers with the arzc wind, | 

One hears the polar axis grind: 


Good Jobs e indeed with beef and claret, 
Makes the place warm that one may bear it. 


le has a purſe to keep a table, 
And eke a ſoul as hoſpitable. 


My heart is good ; but aſſets fail, 
To fight with ſtorms of ſnow and hail ; | 


- Beſides the country's thin of people, 
Who ſeldom meet, but at the ſteeple : 
The ſtrapping dean, that's gone to Down, 


Ne'er nam'd the thing without a frown, 
When much fatigu'd with ſermon ſtudy, 
He felt his brain grow dull and muddy ; 
No fit companion could be found 

To puſh the lazy bottle round; 

Sure then, for want of better folks, 

To pledge bis clerk was orthodox. | 


Ah! how 1 to Gerard.fireer, 


Where beaux and belles in parties meet; 


Where gilded chairs and coaches throng, 


bin gaon 


| * Dr Joun STzanr diſhop of Clerber cceflor to Dr 
Swir r, as dean of $t Parrich's, of 3 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 53g 


Where tea and coffee hourly flow, 

And gape-ſeed does in plenty grow, 
And Grix (no clock more certain) cries 
Exact at ſeven, Hot mutton pies, 
There lady Luna in her ſphere 
Once ſhone, when Paunchforth was not near * 

But now ſhe wains, and, as tis ſaid, 

Keeps ſober hours, and goes to bed. | 
'There but tis endleſs to write down Gs 
All the amuſements of the town; 4 hoy 
And ſpouſe will think herſelf quite undone, 
To trudge to Connor from ſweet London. 


And care we muſt our waves to pleaſe 
Or —— elſe we ſhall be ill at eaſe. 


Vou ſee, my lord, whos! tis 1 Hades 
*Tis only ſome convenient tack, 4 
Some parſonage-houſe, with garden let, 
To be my late, my laſt retreat; 
A decent church cloſe by its ſide, 
There preaching, praying, to reſides 

And, as my time ſecurely. rolls, 

To ſave my own. and others fouls... 


His G K A CE "y Anſwer. 


By Dr SW IF r. 


EAR Smed, I read thy brilliant lines, 
Where wit in all its glory ſhines ; 
Where compliments with all their pride 
Are by their numbers dignify'd : 
I hope, to make you yet as clean, 
As that ſame, wiz. St Patrick's dean: 
Pl! give thee /urplice, verge, and fall, 
And _ be ſomething elſe withal ; 50 
Ff 2 | And 
Fs, Connor is united to the bilkopric of Down; but here are two 
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And were you not ſo good a writer, 
I ſhould preſent you with a mitre. 
Write worſe then, if you can — Be wiſe. 
Believe me, tis the way to riſe. 
Talk not of making of thy net, 
never lay thy head to 1, . 
That bead ſo well with wiſdom fraught : 1.5 
That writes without the oil of thought. 
While others rack their buſy brains, 
You are not in the leaſt at pains. 
Down to your deanery repair, 
And build à caftle in the air. 
I'm ſure a man of your fine ſenſe 
Can do it with a ſmall expence. 
There your dear ſpouſe, and you together, 
May breathe your bellies full of iber. 
When lady Luna is your neighbour, 
She'll help your auife when ſhe's in labour. 
Well ſkill'd in midwife-artifices,” 
For ſhe herſelf oft* falls in pieces. 
There you ſhall ſee a rary-/orv, 
Will make you ſcorn this ar below, 
When you behold the milky way, 
As white as ſnow, as bright as day, 
The glitt'ring conſtellations roll | 
About the grinding ar:zic pole. 
The lovely tingling in your ears, | | 
Wrought by the muſic of the ſpheres — 
'Your ſpouſe fhall then no longer heftor, 
You need not fear a curtain - lecture 
Nor ſhall ſhe think that fhe's undone 
For quitting her beloved London. 
When ſhe's exalted in the ſkies, 
She'll never think of mutton- pies; 
When you're advanc'd above dear, viz. 
You'll never think of goody Grix. 


* 
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But ever, ever live at eaſe, 

And ſtrive, and ſtrive our wife to phaſe 3 

In her you'll center all your joys, 

And get ten thouſand girli and boys ;. 

Ten thouſand girls and boys you'll get, 
And they, like ſtars, ſhall 2 and et. 
While you and /pouſe transform'd, ſhall ſoon 
Be a new /un, and a new moon: 

Nor ſhall you ſtrive your horns to hide, | 
For then your horns ſhall be your pride. 65 


4 
* 


Dean Swix at Sir ARTHUR Achzsox's. 
in the North of IRELAND... 


HE dean would viſit Marlet- Hill,. 
Our invitation was but flight; 
I aid, Why let him, if he will, 
And fo I bid Sir A——r write. 


His 1 manners would not let him wait, . 

Leſt we ſhould think ourſelyes neglected 5. 
And ſo we ſaw him at our gate, 

Three days before he was expected. 


After a week, a month; 2 quarter, 8 | 
And day ſucceeding after.day, Y 

Says not a word of his departure, 4 
Though not a 10 would have him ſtays. 


I've ſaid enough to make him bluſh, 
Methink's, or elſe the devil's in't; 

But, he cares not for it a ruſh, 

Nen, for my life, will take the hint. 


But you, my dear, may let him Know, 
In civil language, if he ſtays, 
How deep and foul the roads may grow, 
And that he may command the chaiſQ. | 
| Ef 3 ee 
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Or you may ſay —— my wife intends, 
Though I ſhould be exceeding proud, 
This winter to invite ſome friends, 
And, Sir, I know, you hate a crowd. 


Or, Mr Dean — I ſhould with joy 
Beg you would here continue Kill, 

But we muſt go to Aghnaclay *, 
Bas Mr Moore will take it ill. 


e houſe. .accompts are daily riſing, 
80 much his ſtay doth ſwell the bills; 
My deareſt life, it is ſurpriſing, | 
How much he eats, how much he ſwills., EM 


His brace of puppies how they ſtuff, 
And they muſt have three meals a day, 
Yet never think they get enough; 
His horſes too eat all our hay. 


Oh! if I could, how I would maul 
His tallow face and wainſcot paws, 
His beetle-brows, and eyes of wall, 

And make him ſoon give up the cauſe. 


Muſt I be every moment chid 
With ſkinny bonia, ſnip and lean ; 
Oh! that I could but once be rid 
Of this inſulting tyrant dean ! 


The STORM; Minerva's Petition. 


ALL AVS, a goddeſs chaſte and wiſe, 
| Deſcending lately from the skies, 

To Neptune went, and begg'd in form 

He'd * his orders for a ſtorm; 


A ſtorm, 


The feat of Ackzso Mook zx, Eſq; 
+ The Dean uſed to call Lady Acheſon by thok: ; names. 
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A ſtorm, to drown that raſcal —, 

And ſhe wou'd kindly thank him for't. 
A wretch ! whom E—gl—h rogues to ſpite her, 
Had lately honour'd with a M—tre. e 


The god, who favour'd her Kent: 

Aſſur'd her he wou'd do his beſt ; 
But Yenus had been there before, 
Pleaded the B — lov'd a W—y 
And had enlarg'd her empire wide, 
He own'd no deity befide. | 
At ſea, or land, if &er you found him, 
Without a miſtreſs, hang or drown him. 
Since B-—rn—t's death, the 's bench, 
"Till arrived ne'er kept a wench ; 
If — muſt fink, ſhe grieves to tell it, 
| She'll not have left one ſingle prelate : 

For, to ſay truth, ſhe did intend him, 
Ele& of Cyprus in commendam. | 
And ſince her birth the ocean gave her, 
She could not doubt her uncle's favour. 


Then Proteus urg'd the ſame requeſt, 
But half in earneſt, half in jeſt; 
Said he % Great ſovereign of the main, 
« 'To drown him all attempts are vain, 
ce can aſſume more forms than I, 
* A rake, a bully, pimp, or ſpy. 
Can creep, or run, can fly or ſwim, 
« All motions are alike to him: 
« Turn him adrift, and you ſhall find 
« He knows to fail with ev'ry wind; 
« Or, throw him overboard he'll ride. 
« As well againſt, as with the tide. 
% But, Pallas, you've apply'd too late, 
«© For 'tis decreed by Jowve and fate, 


„ That 


But, if you'll leave us B- 
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4 That Tau mult be ſoon deſtroy'd, 


&« And who but can be e 2 
« You need not then have been ſo pert, 
In ſending Bolton ® to Clonfert. 

44 found you did it by your grinning; 

& Your bus'neſs is to mind your ſpinning. 

© But how you came to interpoſe, 

In making B s, no one knows; 
« And, if you muſt have your petition, 

« There's Ber#ley + in the ſame condition; 

« Look, there he ſtands, and 'tis but juſt 

«« If one muft drown, the other muſt ; 

p Judas, 
c We'll give you Berkel:y 101 head T's 

% Now, if *twill gratify your ſpight, 

« To put him in a plaguy fright, 

« Although tis hardly worth the coſt, 

& You ſoon ſhall ſee him ſoundly toſt. 

% You'll find him ſwear, blaſpheme, and damn, 
« And ev'ry moment take a dram, 8 

« His ghoſtly viſage with an air. 

« Of reprobation and deſpair. 

< Or, elſe ſome hiding hole bh Relic. 
For fear the reſt ſhou'd ſay he ſqueeks ;: 


% Or, as Fitzpatrick || did before, 


« Reſolve to periſh with his W 
Or, elſe he raves, and roars, and ſwears, 
And, but for ſhame, wou'd ſay his pray” * 
Or, wou'd you ſee his ſpirits ſink e . 
Relaxing downwards in aft —— k ? 


. If 


* Dr Txzornirvus BorTon, FO FLY archbiſhop of Caſpell, 
+ Dr Gr BEZE ETI V, a ſenior fellow of Trinity College, 
Dublin, from whence he was made dean of Derry, and afterwards . 


biſhop o Cloyne. 
Re See his ſcheme in his miſcellanies for erecting an aniverſity a 


ermudas. 
} Brigadier FiTzPATRICK was drowned in one e of the packet: 


boats i in the bay of Dublin i in a great form. 
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« Tf ſuch a fight as this can pleaſe ye, 
Good madam Pallas, pray be eaſy, 
„To Neptune ſpeak, and he'll conſent ; 
4 But he'll come back the knave he went,” 


The goddeſs, whe conceiv'd an | hope, 
That — was deſtin'd to a rope, | 
Believ'd it beſt to condeſcend ' 

To ſpare a foe, to ſave a friend : 
But, fearing Berkeley might be ſcar'd, 
She left him virtue for a guard. 


The E D of te Tub VoI uU. 
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